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;    ^       PREFACE 

^T^HE  following  pages  are  the  result  of  an  attempt  to 
render  the  history  of  the  Early  Church  interesting 
to  the  general  reader,  and  to  bring  it  within  the  compre- 
hension of  the  young  Churchman,  for  whom  manuals 
intended  for  the  theological  student  possess  little  or  no 
interest. 

Avoiding  the  more  technical  details  of  ^synods  and 
councils,  the  author  has  endeavoured  to  fix  the  attention 
upon  their  salient  features,  and  to  present  the  great  ques- 
tions at  stake  before  the  mind  as  vividly  as  lay  in  his 
power ;  while  he  has  dwelt  as  fuUy  as  his  space  allowed 
upon  the  more  exciting  features  oif  the  struggle  with 
Paganism  and  heresy ;  upon  the  battle  which  was  fought 
in  the  arena  by  the  martyr,  and  won  by  suflFering  and  self- 
devotion. 

Most  existing  manuals  of  Church  history  pre-suppose 
a  knowledge  on  the  part  of  the  reader  of  the  secular 
history  of  the  period;  but  the  writer  has  found  it  expe- 
dient, in  teaching  the  young,  to  combine  the  two  lines  of 
thought,  so  far  as  the  one  tends  to  elucidate  the  other ;  for, 
as  Socrates,  the  Church  historian  of  the  fifth  century,  well 
remarks,  there  is  an  inseparable  connection  between  them. 
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AU  history  is  the  record  of  God's  deaUngs  with  man,  and 
His  awful  attributes  may  be  plainly  discerned  therein 
in  the  eventual  triumph  of  truth  and  justice,  and  the 
sure  retribution  awaiting  corruption,  whether  in  the  body 
politic  or  ecclesiastical.  Nowhere  is  this  more  apparent 
than  in  the  history  of  the  Eoman  Empire,  whose  calamities 
are  as  beacons  to  warn  us  from  the  shoals  and  quicksands 
wherein  she  perished ;  and  nowhere  does  the  marvellous 
vitality  of  the  Church  attest  so  plainly  her  Divine  origin 
as  in  the  record  of  those  days,  when  she  stood  the  only 
immovable  institution  in  the  utter  collapse  of  the  ancient 
systems  of  politics,  philosophy,  and  religion. 

At  that  period,  when  the  very  shadow  of  power  departed 
from  the  city  of  the  seven  hills,  when  the  future  kingdoms 
of  modem  Europe  were  already  beginning  to  take  their 
place  in  the  political  system,  and  the  Church  entered  upon 
a  new  sphere  of  labour,  the  writer  has  closed  his  present 
task. 

He  has  endeavoured,  so  far  as  in  him  lay.  to  consult  the 
original  authorities ;  but  he  must  gratefully  acknowledge 
his  obligations  to  the  Eev.  Professor  Bright,  whose  history 
of  the  period  between  the  Edict  of  Milan  and  Chalcedon 
materially  assisted  in  forming  the  writer's  early  estimate 
of  the  chief  actors  in  the  scenes  of  that  important  period  : 
nor  must  he  forget  yet  earlier  obligations  to  the  Eev. 
Canon  Eobertson,  whose  valuable  History  of  the  Chris- 
tian Church  is  so  well  known  to  the  student.  Fleury, 
as  representing  the  Catholic  view  of  the  subject,  and 
Mosheim,  the  Lutheran,  have  also  been  laid  under  contri- 
bution; while  the  secular  history  has  been  mainly  abridged 
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from  Gibbon,  whose  very  words  have  sometimes  been 
retained;  and  Bingham  has  been  the  chief,  but  not  the 
only  authority  as  to  ancient  Catholic  worship  and  ritual. 
It  will  be  seen  that  the  writer  is  unable  to  lay  claim  to 
original  research  in  this  extensive  field  of  labour,  nor  has 
he  ambitiously  aimed  at  throwing  a  new  light  upon  the 
dark  places  of  ecclesiastical  history.  His  aim  has  been 
far  less  ambitious;  it  has  simply  been  to  narrate  facts 
well  known  to  historical  students,  in  such  a  manner  as  to 
interest  and  instruct  the  general  or  youthful  reader. 

He  feels  how  far  the  execution  of  his  project  has  fallen 
short  of  the  conception ;  but  he  can  only  crave  the  indul- 
gence of  the  learned  critic,  and  leave  the  following  pages 
to  plead  their  own  cause  as  well  as  may  be. 
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CHAPTER  I. 

THE  CHURCH   OF  THE  APOSTLES. 

A.D.  30-68. 

nnHE  day  of  Pentecost  was  the  birthday  of  the  Christian 
"^     Church,  when,  according  to  the  promise  of  Jesus 
Christ,  the  Holy  Ghost,  the  promised  Comforter,  descended 
to  abide  in  her  for  ever,  and  to  guide  her  into  all  truth. 

In  order  to  gain  a  full  comprehension  of  the  history  and 
position  of  the  Church  in  the  days  of  the  Apostles,  it  is 
necessary  to  cast  a  brief  glance  at  the  political  ^condition 
of  that  mighty  empire  under  whose  dominion  the  whole 
civilized  world  then  lay  prostrate. 

Nearly  eight  centuries  earlier,  a  small  colony  of  fugitives 
and  outlaws  selected  seven  low  hills,  rising  on  the  banks 
of  the  Tiber,  about  eighteen  or  twenty  miles  from  the  sea, 
for  the  site  of  a  city  destined,  little  as  they  knew  it,  to 
give  laws  to  the  world  and  to  influence  human  society  to 
the  end  of  time. 

It  was  mortt  than  three  centuries  before  the  influence  of 
the  infant  state  was  felt  beyond  its  immediate  neighbour- 
hood ;  but  after  that  period  its  growth  was  very  rapid.  In 
the  fourth  century  before  Christ  it  became  the  dominant 
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power  of  Italy,  and  soon  possessed  the  entire  peninsula. 
In  the  next  century,  the  third  before  our  era,  it  entered 
upon  a  struggle  for  life  or  death  with  Carthage,  the  great 
maritime  power  of  Africa,  and  emerged  from  the  conflict 
victorious.  The  following  century  added  nearly  all  the 
countries  bordering  upon  the  Mediterranean  to  its  do- 
minion. The  conquests  of  Alexander  the  Great,  in  Western 
Asia,  were  wrested  from  the  hands  of  his  degenerate 
successors.  * 

Thus  in  the  course  of  time  Syria  became  a  Eoman 
province,  and  the  annexation  of  the  Holy  Land  shortly 
followed:  Pompey  the  Great  was  the  first  Koman  who 
entered  Jerusalem  in  triumph,  defiling  even  the  Holy  of 
Holies  by  his  unhallowed  intrusion. 

Still  the  sceptre  had  not  wholly  departed  from  Israel ; 
for  Herod,  the  son  of  the  Idumaean  Antipater,  was  allowed 
to  rule  as  her  king  in  submission  to  Home,  and  was  at  once 
one  of  her  mightiest  kings,  and,  save  in  name,  her  last.  It 
was  at  this  period  that,  emerging  from  the  fierce  struggles 
of  the  civil  wars,  Eome  attained  her  greatest  height  under 
Augustus  Caesar,  the  nephew  of  the  first  conqueror  of 
Britain,  victorious  by  the  defeat  or  death  of  all  his 
opponents. 

The  very  shadow  of  liberty  scarcely  remained  at  Eome 
herself.  The  republic  was  swallowed  up  by  the  empire, 
and  the  will  of  one  man  ruled  the  world.  Greece  was 
content  to  shine  in  literature,  and  to  forget  her  ancient 
glory.  Egypt  had  forgotten  her  Pharaohs  and  Ptolemies, 
to  bow  at  the  feet  of  a  Boman  governor.  In  short,  from 
the  Tigris  to  the  straits  of  Gibraltar,  from  the  mountains 
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of  Adas  to  the  straits  of  Dover,  Borne  and  her  civilization 
ruled  triumphant  when  the  Pririce  of  peace  was  born. 

It  was  a  mighty  civilization,  such  as  the  world  had 
never  seen  before,  and  has  hardly  seen  since.  Inferior  to 
our  own  in  its  grasp  upon  the  material  world,  it  surpassed 
it  in  all  that  could  minister  to  luxury  and  sensual  delight. 
It  had  exquisite  sculpture,  gorgeous  temples :  art  was  its 
servant  Its  organization  was  all  but  perfect.  The  pro- 
vinces were  kept  in  order  and  prosperity  by  a  system  so 
complete,  that  the  presence  of  a  few  legions  sufficed  to 
preserve  peace  where  large  standing  armies  are  now  main- 
tained. The  police  system  was  so  well  organized,  that 
if  the  emperor  wished  to  banish  an  obnoxious  subject,  as 
Augustus  banished  Ovid,  he  simply  ordered  him  to  repair 
to  his  place  of  exile  on  a  given  day,  and  the  victim  had 
no  choice  but  to  obey.  Thus  the  world  became  a  vast 
prison,  of  which  Caesar  kept  the  key ;  and,  deprived  of  the 
nobler  aspirations  which  once  filled  the  minds  of  heroes 
and  patriots,  men  strove  to  find  their  happiness  in  luxury 
and  self-indulgence. 

Yet  the  intoxication  of  boundless  power  and  wealth 
compensated  for  the  loss  of  liberty,  in  the  opinion  of  the 
Boman  populace ;  and  we  can  hardly  picture  to  ourselves 
the  glittering  pomp  which  attracted  the  vulgar,  when  all 
Home  mounted  to  the  temple  of  Jupiter  Capitolinus — the 
people,  the  legions,  the  senate,  all  the  insignia  of  national 
triumph  and  victory — ^to  return  thanks  for  some  country 
enslaved,  or  some  myrieuis  of  slaughtered  barbarians. 

For,  alas!  one  thing  was  utterly  wanting  amidst  this 
mighty  and  voluptuous  civilization  —  Christianity,  and 
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with  it,  as  ita  natural  consequence,  love  towards  Grod  and 
love  towards  man,  the  great  principles  of  the  revelation 
of  Jesus  Christ,  were  wanting. 

To  the  Greek,  all  the  other  nations  of  the  world  were 
but  "the  barbarians,"  concerning  whose  happiness  or  misery 
he  troubled  himself  little.  To  the  Boman  also,  all  beyond 
his  own  political  circle  was  alien;  he  heard  with  com- 
placency, nay,  even  with  pleasure,  of  the  destruction  of 
myriads  of  Persians  or  Britons  by  famine,  sword,  or  pes- 
tilence. 

The  brightest  characters  of  the  heathen  world — men,  by 
the  beauty  of  whose  writings  we  are  enraptured- were  little 
better  than  the  common  herd.  Cicero,  who  sometimes 
wrote,  as  in  his  treatise  "  De  Senectute,"  as  if  the  dawning 
light  inspired  his  pen,. gloated  over  the  assassination  of 
Clodius,  and  observed  its  anniversary  as  a  festival.  Plato, 
who  had  caught  his  inspiration  from  Socrates,  the  greatest 
moral  teacher  of  the  heathen  world,  and  whose  inspired 
wisdom  approached  the  most  closely  to  the  sublime 
morality  of  the  Gospel,  congratulated  the  Athenians  as 
possessing,  beyond  all  other  Greeks,  a  hatred  to  the 
barbarians,  namely,  to  all  not  of  their  own  kindred. 

Forgiveness  of  injuries  was  more  commonly  accounted 
a  crime  than  a  virtue.  The  conquered  foe  in  the  Boman 
triumph  found  his  goal,  like  Jugurtha,  in  that  horrible  pit 
the  Tidlianum,  while  his  victor  feasted  in  the  Capitol  above ; 
or  was  put  to  a  cruel  death  at  the  moment  the  sweet 
savour  of  incense  arose  from  the  altar,  as  the  conqueror 
approached  the  culmination  of  his  triumphal  entry. 

At  the  same  time  it  must  be  fully  admitted,  that  it  was 
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not  without  a  providential  design  that  the  whole  world 
was  thus  united  under  the  influenoe  and  dominion  of 
one  mighty  power;  and  it  must  also  be  conceded  that, 
grievous  although  the  oppression  of  Boman  governors 
may  have  been  in  particular  instances,  yet  upon  the 
whole  their  rule  was  preferable  to  that  which  they  super- 
seded, as  we  should  even  gather  from  the  inspired  record 
contained  in  the  New  Testament. 

The  period  when  our  Lord  was  bom  was  one  of  profound 
peace.  Augustus  Csesar,  uniting  in  his  own  person  the 
various  offices  of  emperor,  pontifiP,  censor,  tribune,  and 
consul,  ruled  over  a  sulgugated  world;  and  about  the 
eighteenth  year  of  our  Lord's  eartMy  life  the  sceptrie 
passed  into  the  hands  of  his  unworthy  successor;  Tiberius, 
in  whose  reign  the  mighty  atonement  was  consummated 
on  Calvary. 

OnQ  ^common  language — one  common  code  of  laws, 
modified,  it  is  true,  by  local  circumstances — ^united  the 
civilized  nations  of  the  earth,  and  the  benignant  influeilce 
of  literature  and  art  had  penetrated  countries  hitherto 
sunk  in  utter  barbarism,  thus  preparing  the  way  for  the 
sublime  teaching  ^f  Apostles  and  Evangelists. 

Y6t>  alas !  at  this  period  the  darkness  of  idolatry  and 
superstition  had  overshadowed  the  earth;  and  gross  dark- 
ness the  people. 

Save  in  Judsea,  aU  nations  acknowledged  a  multitude 
kA  deities,  whom  they  worshipped  with  rites  as  debasing 
as  iiiq>ious,  and  whom  they  suppos^  to  preside  over 
particular  nations^  oir  {)arti(nilar  shrines,  under  varied 
appellations^    It  was  tlie  policy  of  Borne  to  tolerate  all 
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national  religions,  thus  placing  the  God  of  Israel  and  the 
brute  gods  of  Egypt  upon  the  same  level.  The  deities  of 
many  nations  were  simply  virtues,  or  even  vices,  personi- 
fied; of  others,  departed  heroes,  who  had  once  deserved 
well  of  mankind.  The  natural  world  furnished  another 
class  of  imaginary  gods :  the  sun,  the  moon,  the  stars,  the 
rivers,  the  winds  were  deified ;  and  in  i^ypt  the  deifica- 
tion of  brute  beasts,  or  loathsome  insects,  seemed  to  form 
the  climax  to  the  absurd  yet  sad  inventions  of  the 
human  intellect  in  search  of  a  God. 

A  whole  hierarchy  existed  in  many  countries  for  the 
purpose  of  carrying  on  this  superstitious  worship.  Pon- 
tiffs, flamens,  augurs,  and  other  ministers  had  their 
appointed  offices ;  and  the  graceful  mythology  of  Greece, 
adopted  by  Bome,  attributed  each  victory  or  blessing  to 
the  intervention  of  some  beneficent  deity,  or  sought  to 
avert  calamity  or  death  by  some  heroic  or  appalling 
sacrifice. 

Of  one  aspect  to  the  learned^  of  another  to  the  vulgar, 
this  graceful  yet  fatal  superstition  was  utterly  powerless 
to  reform  the  individual  or  to  check  profligacy,  which 
indeed  it  sometimes  encouraged ;  for  had  not  vices  their 
deities  ?  The  very  sports  of  the  populace  were  considered 
tame  and  uninteresting,  unless  they  involved  the  shedding 
of  blood  or  the  infliction  of  agony. 

The  most  sensational  tragedy  or  exciting  drama  could 
not  satisfy  those  who  were  in  the  habit  of  witnessing  real 
bloodshed  in  the  amphitheatres,  where  hundreds  of  gladia- 
tors bled  and  died  to  make  a  Boman  holiday;  or  who 
habitually  resorted  to  the  basiUoas  to  witness  the  daily 
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examination  of  slayes  under  torture  in  those  so-called 
courts  of  justice. 

But  the  institution  of  slavery  was  the  greatest  blot 
upon  the  constitution  of  the  Soman  empire.  Multitudes 
of  these  unhappy  men  had  been  reduced  through  the 
fortune  of  war,  or  the  pressure  of  other  calamities,  to  the 
miserable  position  they  occupied.  They  were  entirely  at 
the  mercy  of  their  owner  in  the  days  of  the  early  empire. 
"Property,"  says  a  Soman  writer,  "is  of  three  classes — 
vocal,  semi-vocal,  and  mute;" — vocal  as  slaves,  semi-vocal 
as  oxen,  mute  as  articles  of  furniture. 

Within  the  sanctuary  of  a  Soman  villa  the  ordinary  law 
seldom  sought  to  penetrate.  The  dealings  of  the  owner  with 
his  dependents  were  those  of  an  absolute  lord.  If  for  any 
trifling  ofifence,  or  in  mere  caprice,  he  chose  to  mutilate,  to 
crucify,  or  otherwise  torture  to  death  his  unhappy  slaves, 
they  were  his  own  property;  and  could  not  a  man  do  as 
he  pleased  with  his  own  ?  The  law  even  provided  that, 
if  a  slave  were  rendered  useless  by  judicial  torture  (and 
without  torture  his  evidence  was  valueless),  his  master 
should  be  reimbursed  at  the  public  expense.  The  slave's 
limbs  or  life  were  not  his  own.  All  this  appeared  rooted 
in  the  very  nature  of  things  to  the  heathen.  Even  the 
virtuous  and  patriotic  Cato  counselled  the  "removal"  of 
aged  slaves  when  past  work;  and  thus  the  scenes  of  shame- 
less iniquity  which  the  household  of  a  Soman  lord  might 
present  may  be  more  easily  imagined  than  described. 

So  vile  was  human  Ufe,  so  cheap  the  slave,  that  the 
cry,  "  Sardi  venales,"  **  Sardinians  for  sale,"  passed  into  a 
proverb,  to  express  a  glut  in  the  market  or  the  vileness 
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of  its  commodities.    Thus  did  man,  made  in  the  image 
of  God,  deface  that  image. 

But  it  may  well  be  asked,  Were  there  no  noble  minds 
who  rose  superior  to  the  general  corruption,  who  found  it 
possible  to  believe  in  a  Supreme  Being,  who  would  render 
to  every  man  according  to  his  works,  and  who,  in  the 
strength  of  that  belief,  wrought  righteousness  ? 

There  were  indeed  such  exceptions.  The  husks  which 
the  swine  ate  could  not  satisfy  such  noble  minds  as  those 
of  Socrates,  Plato,  Aristotle,  or  Cicero;  yet  their  guesses 
at  truth  were  but  vague  and  indistinct.  And  genial 
scoffers,  Kke  the  gay  Horace  or  Juvenal,  leaving  the  belief 
in  such  mysteries  "to  children  not  yet  did  enough  to  pay 
for  their  baths,"  nevertheless  deemed  it  right  and  politic 
to  supply  the  multitude  with  temples,  shrines^  oracles,  and 
all  the  paraphernalia  of  heathen  worship. 

Therefore  the  Epicureans,  who  wallowed  in  sensuality, 
and  placed  the  object  of  human  life  in  the  gratification  of 
the  sensed,  equally  with  the  more  noble  Stoics,  who  gloried 
in  the  subjugation  of  the  passions,  and  vn\h  the  dreaming 
Platonists,  who  left  the  realms  of  action  for  the  mazes  of  a 
graceful  philosophy,  conformed  to  the  public  observances, 
deeming  it  the  duty  of  each  good  citizen  thus  to  obey  the 
State. 

But  the  cause  of  the  Church  cannot  be  pleaded,  or  her 
triumphs  fully  recognized,  since  no  pen  of-  modern  histo- 
rian could  portray  the  grosa  vice  £uid  fearful  corruption  of 
the  age  in  which  sh^  commenced  her  mighty  task.  The 
inspired  pen  of  an  Apostle  has  partially  revealed  it^ 

^  Bomans  i.  21-13. 
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Sijiffice  it  to  add  that  the  whole  ingenuity  and  neisdom  of 
mankind  seemed  cooioentrated  on  the  perfection  of  sensual 
indulgence ;  that  the  revenues  of  provinces  were  squan- 
dered upon  an  imperial  banquet,  or  the  gratification  of 
more  inhuman  or  ooaxser  passions ;  while  the  subject  popu- 
lations groaned  beneath  the  publicans  or  tax-gatherers. 
Into  this  region  of  darkness,  and  the  shadow  of  death,  the 
light  of  the  Gospel  was  sent,  iand  tiie  Holy  Spirit  of  God 
descended  to  confer  supernatural  power  upon  twelve 
peasants  of  a  despised  race,  destined  to  change  the  whole 
aspect  of  civilization;  to  teach  self-denial  and  the  stem 
logic  of  the  cross  to  men  sunk  in  selft-indulgence  and 
sensual  ease ;  to  teach  the  principles  of  univeicsal  brother- 
hood, and  the  virtues  of  forgiveness  and  lov^  to  a  cruel 
and  hard-hearted  race,  nourished  in  indifference  to  suffer- 
ing; to  teach  the  proudest  conquerors  of  the  world  to 
renounce  the  worship  of  tiie  gods  imder  whose  fancied 
protection  they  had  so  often  marched  to  victory,  that  they 
might  accept  in  their  stead  a  crucified  Jew,  and  place 
theii^  glory  in  that  very  cross  which  was  lAe  symbol  of 
tiie  uttermbst  indignity.  Truly,  the  things  wMch  are  im- 
possible with  men  are  possible  with  God. 

It  was  the  great  day  of  Penteoost  a.d.  30,  and  the  courts 
of  the  Temi^  of  Jerusalem,  so  soon  to  be  deserted,  were 
crowded  with  worshippersw  The  firstfruits  of  the  early 
harvest  were  to  be.  i»:es«!ited  on- the  altar^  typical  of  the 
firstfruits  of  a  mightier  harvest  that  day  to  be  presented 
to  God.  «    '^     :  i 

In  the  stfllness  of  the  upper  chamber,  where  the  twdve 


lO  THE  CHURCH  OF  THE  APOSTLES. 

were  gathered  together,  the  sound  as  of  a  rushing  mighty 
wind  heralded  the  approach  of  the  Lord  and  Giver  of 
life.  The  news  spread  throughout  the  city  of  Zion  that 
the  followers  of  the  despised  Galilsean  had  been  endowed 
with  marveUous  gifts  of  speech  and  language.  Flocking  to 
hear  and  see  for  themselves,  the  Holy  Spirit  spake  through 
the  voice  of  S.  Peter  to  their  hearts,  and  three  thousand 
were  converted  and  baptized,  the  nucleus  of  the  Church. 

At  this  momentous  epoch  the  city  was  yet  filled  with 
persons  who,  little  more  than  fifby  days  before,  had  raised 
the  cry  for  the  crucifixion  of  the  Son  of  Qod;  and  the 
parting  charge  of  their  glorified  Victim,  before  leaving  the 
world  which,  so  far  as  it  could,  had  rejected  Him,  had 
been  that  His  followers  should  preach  repentance  and 
remission  of  sins  to  all  nations,  beginning  at  Jerusalem. 
Hence  it  has  been  a  pious  tradition,  that  many  who 
took  actual  part  in  the  crowning  act  of  the  great  sa- 
crifice were  amongst  the  earliest  firuits  of  the  Apostolic 
labours. 

Jewish  colonists  from  all  nations  had  come  up  to  keep 
the  feast  at  Jerusalem — ^from  the  borders  of  the  African 
deserts,  from  the  banks  of  the  Tigris  or  Euphrates,  from 
the  fair  cities  of  the  Mediterranean,  from  that  mighty 
centre  of  civilusation,  the  Imperial  City — and  in  their 
own  tongues,  or  rather  those  of  the.  nations  amongst 
whom  they  were  bom,  they  heard  the  message  of  the 
Gk)spel,  and  that  that  Jesus  whom  tibiey  had  crucified  was 
both  Lord  and  Christ. 

Hence,  in  spite  of  the  opposition  of  the  Jewish  rulers, 
the  number  of  the  faithful  was  increased  by  the  baptism 


THE  CHURCH  OF  THE  APOSTLES.  H 

of  three  thousand  oonverts,  and  bgr  thd  rapid  progress  of 
conversions  consequent  upon  that  marvellous  outpouring 
of  grace. 

The  feeling  of  the  Jewish  leaders  towards  the  new-bom 
fisdth  was  one  of  bitter  hostilitj ;  and  perhaps  it  is  hard  for 
us  to  realize  the  patriotism  which  uiiited  with  bigoky  amd 
fanaticism  to  produce  this  unhappy  result.  Their  political 
independence  was  gone;  the  glories  of  their  later  kings, 
the  Asmonean  dynasty,  had  faded  away,  and  the  lairt  traces 
of  national  government  had  disappeared  with  the  half 
alien  family  of  Herod.  Deeply  feeling  this  d^radation, 
they  had  but  one  centre  of  national  unity  to  which  to 
cling,  the  Mosaical  dispensation.  While  this  had  its  hold 
on  the  hearts  of  the  people,  the  Jew  coiQd  despise  Greek 
and  Boman  alike ;  for  was  not  he  a  member  of  the  peculiar 
people  whom  Gk)d  had  chosen  to  be  His  own  possession  ? 
Deeply  as  Israel  was  degraded  beneath  the  iron  heel  of 
Bome,  yet  each  Israelite  believed  that  sooner  or  later  the 
promised  Messiah  would  appear,  conquering  and  to  con- 
quer, and  woTild  rule  the  nations  with  a  rod  of  iron.  Then 
the  insult  and  scorn  of  the  Boman,  or  the  sarcastic  contempt 
of  the  Greek,  woTild  be  repaid ;  tiien  each  Israelite  might, 
like  the  followers  of  Joshua,  set  his  feet  upon  the  necks  of 
kings. 

To  doubt  this  glorious  fatuie  of  his  race  was  an  act  of 
apostasy;  it  was  to  doubt  the  God  who  had  led  His  people 
through  the  Bed  Sea  into  the  land  of  promise,  and  who 
would,  in  His  own*  time,  accomplish  their  destiny. 

Christianity  was  the  death-blow  to  all  this,  and  when  a 
Hebrew  embraced  the  new  revelation,  he  threw  aside  all 
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which  had  exalted  faim  above,  the  straBger  and  alien,  to 
•#  take  his  place  as  a.  mere  unit  in  the.  universal  brother- 
hood, side  by  side  with  Eoman  or  Greek. 

Hence  those  fiELttatioal  outbursts  which  from  time  to 
time  testified  to  the  strength  of  these  feelings;  hence  the 
maddened  rush  of  t^  pecqple  when  they  dragged  S. 
Stephen  to  die  without .t^gate,  and  stoned  him  to  death 
^  a  blasphemer  and  a  tmitor  to  his  people  and  his  God. 
And  on  a  later  oecasioii^.  when,  he  who  held  the  clothes  of 
the  witnesses,  and  consented  to  the  death  of  the  first 
luartyr,  stood  in  his  tuni.  to  testify  of  the  mighty  power  of 
divine  truth,  they  heaxd  his  defence  in  patience,  imtil  he 
came  to  the  words  wherein  he  announced  his  mission  to 
the  Gentiles,  and  then  they  threw  dust  into  the  air,  and 
cried,  "Away  with  such  afellow  from,  the  earth;  for  it  is 
not  fit  that  he  should  livel" 

In  the  light  of  the  considerations  just  placed  before  the 
reader,  the  earlier  life  of  S.  Paul  is  Easily  understood,  and 
the  marvellous  grace^  which  rendered  the  persecutor  an 
Apostle  of  the  Mth  he  once  persecuted,  becomes  yet  more 
marvellous. 

While  intent  upon  the  rdestipiction  of  the  Christians, 
whom  he  not  imnaturally  regarded  as  traitors  to  their 
nation  and  blasphemers  of  their  God,  with  the  fiery  zeal 
of  a;  Phinehas;  the  <}rucifi6d  One>  whose  flock  he  sought  to 
ravage,  revealed  the  truth  to  his  blinded  vision.  Words 
utterly  fail  to  express  :thel  conflict  which  JtmuBt  have  raged 
in  his  mind  dunng  the  three  days  of  darkness;  which  suc- 
ceeded. The.  whoto  world  of  thought  and  belief  had  to  be 
changed ;  every  tradition  <rf  hisr  childhood  and  youth  to  be 
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read  anew,  pataiotism,  the  k>ve  of  Undfed-— all  to  become 
as  dross  that  he  might  win  Christ 

It  is  evident  that  the  most  devoted  Christians  amongst 
the  Jews  shared  the  feelings  of  their  nation,  and  }rielded 
equality  of  religious  position  to  the  (Gentiles  with  great 
reluctance.  This  becomes  particularly  evident  in  the  case 
of  the  conversion  of  Comeliii»  and  his  household,  who 
were  the  firstfruits  of  the  Gentile  workL  The  vision 
of  the  clean  and  the  unclean,  whereby  S.  Peter  was  ad* 
monished  that  he  was  no  longer  to  account  that  common 
which  God  had  cleansed ;  the  application  of  that  vision 
in  his  speech  to  Cornelius  and  his  household ;  the  out- 
pouring of  the  Spirit  before  Baptism,  whereby  the  Apostle 
was  led  to  exclaim, "  Can  any  man/orWrf  water,  that  these 
should  not  be  baptized,  which  have  received  the  Holy  Ghost 
as  well  as  we?"  the  rebukes  of  the  brethren  who  accused 
S.  Peter  of  having  gone  in  to  men  imcircumcised ; — all 
show  that  the  exclusive  feelings  of  the  Jews  needed  the 
evidence  of  visions  and  miracles  before  they  yielded  even 
in  the  hearts  of  those  who  had  been  told  that  they  must 
be  witnesses,  not  only  in  Jerusalem  and  Samaria,  but 
"  unto  the  ends  of  the  earth." 

But  at  this  earlier  period  it  was  commonly  supposed  by 
the  brethren  that  Christianity  was  to  be  engrafted  on  the 
Jewish  dispensation,  supplementing  its  defects,  indeed,  by 
the  law  of  love,  but  still  not  exonerating  its  professors, 
whether  Jew  or  Gentile,  from  their  allegiance  to  the  law 
of  Moses.  They  had  yet  to  learn  that  the  Gentiles  were 
not  merely  to  be  freely  admitted  to  the  Christian  covenant 
as  equals,  but  that  the  peculiar  worship  which  had  its 
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centre  at  Jerusalem. waa  destined  utterly  to  vanish  from 
the  earth ;  that  its  rites  and  sacrifices  were  for  ever  super- 
seded when  that  last  cry  was  uttered  on  Calvary,  '*  It  is 
finished!" 

On  the  river  Orontes,  not  far  from  the  sea,  stood  the 
mighty  city  of  Antioch,  founded  by  Antiochus,  the  great 
persecutor  of  the  Jews,  tibree  centuries  earlier,  and  now, 
under  Soman  rule,  one  t>f  the  most  important  cities  of 
the  East,  containing  a  jpopulation  of  some  two  or  three 
hundred  thousand  inhabitants. 

It  was  the  great  centre  of  Eastern  commerce,  and 
traders  started  daily  by  the  desert  routes  for  the  remote 
cities  of  the  East,  or  by  sea  to  carry  tropical  produce  to 
northern  and  western  lands.  Caravans  for  the  countries 
beyond  the  Euphrates,  bearing  supplies  to  the  distant 
Boman  garrisons,  took  their  departure,  while  the  merchan- 
dise of  Bome  or  Alexandria  came  by  sea  to  Seleucia,  or 
ascended  the  river  thirty  miles  to  the  quays  of  the  city. 

In  this  centre  of  commercial  and  poUtical  Ufe,  whence 
the  message  of  the  Gospel  might  be  readily  diffused  to  the 
ends  of  the  earth,  the  disciples  who  had  been  driven 
northward  by  the  persecution  under  Herod  Agrippa 
congregated,  and  probably  S.  Peter  was  amongst  them. 
The  multitude  of  the  faithful  attracted  the  notice  of  the 
world,  ahd  the  disciples  were-  first  called  Christians  at 
Antioch. 

Here,  while  the  Church  thus  assembled  gave  itself  to 
special  Eucharistic  celebrations,^  and  to  fasting  and 
prayer,  a  memorable  event  occurred.     The  Holy  Spirit 

» Note  A. 
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by  special  revelation  directed  the  ebnsecration  of  S. 
Paul  and  S.  Barnabas  to  the  work  of  the  Apostolate,  and 
after  receiving  the  solemn  imposition  of  hands,  they 
departed  upon  the  first  mission  to  the  Oentile  world. 

Going  overland  to  Seleucia,  they  took  ship  for  Cyprus, 
where  the  Boman  Governor,  Sergius  Paulus,  was  con- 
verted; and  S.  Paul,  hitherto  called  Saul,  assumed  the 
designation  by  which  he  was  'ever  afterwards  known. 
From  thence  they  sailed  to  the  mainland,  and  traversed 
Pamphylia  and  Pisidia.  At  Antioch,  in  the  latter  pro- 
vince, they  delivered  their  message,  as  usual,  to  the  Jews ; 
but  when  they  would  not  heed,  they  turned  to  the 
Gentiles,  who  received  the  Word  gladly. 

Similar  conversions  gladdened  the  heart  of  the  Apostles 
at  Iconium.  At  Lystra  they  reached  a  population  wholly 
composed  of  Gentiles,  where  they  boldly  declared  the 
message  of  salvation  to  those  whose  minds  had  never 
received  the  precious  preparation  afforded  by  the  Jewish 
dispensation,  prefacing  their  declaration  by  an  exercise  of 
those  miraculous  powers  the  Holy  Spirit  had  conferred 
upon  them — ^in  the  healing  of  a  cripple,  lame  from  his 
mother's  womb. 

The  Jews  were  most  indignant  at  this  conduct,  which 
seemed  a  total  departure  &om  the  national  policy,  and 
pursued  the  Apostles  with  imrelenting  hatred,  oatlsing  the 
multitude  at  Lystra  to  stone  the  men  they  had  at  first 
received  as  gods.  Continuing  their  missionary  journey  to 
Derbe,  they  retraced  their  path,  visiting  each  place  where 
they  had  previously  effected  conversions,  and,  confirming 
their  disciples,  they  ordained  ''  elders  "  or  priests,  to  whom 
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they  comxoitted  the  pastoral  charge  of  their  converts  iii 
the  newly-fQixned  Churches.  Betracing  their  isteps  to 
the  sea  coastj  they  set  sail  for  Antioch,  where  they 
declared  to  the  assembled  Church  the  great  work  God 
had  accomplished  through  their  ministry  amongst  the 
Gentiles. 

The  wonderful  succesa  of  this  mission,  and  the  large 
number  of  Gentile  convertSi-  forced  the  discussion  of  the 
great  question  upon  the  Apostles — "Were  the  Gentile  con- 
verts to  be  circumcised,  and  to  be  required  to  observe  the 
obligations  of  the  olden  dispensation,  or  were  they  simply 
bound  by  the  Gospel  law  of  liberty  and  love?"  in  other 
words,  "Was  Christianity  to  exist  as  an  independent 
religion,  or  simply  as  an  adjunct  to  the  Mosaical  dis- 
pensation?" 

The  brethren  in  Antioch  had  apparently  received  the 
baptized,  but  uncircumcised,  Gentiles  without  question; 
but  certain  brethren  who  came  from  Jerusalem  taught 
them,  saying,  "Except  ye  be  circumcised,  and  keep  the 
law  of  Mosesj  ye  cannot  be  saved." 

To  settle  this  important  question,  S.  Paul  and  S. 
Barnabas  were  deputed  to  go  up  to  Jerusalem  to  obtain 
the  decision  of  the  Apostles  and  Elders  on  this  important 
question.  After  S.  Peter  had  spoken  in  the  cause  of 
Christian  liberty,  and  S.  Paul  and  S.  Barnabas  had  related 
the  work  God  had  accomplished  amongst  the  Gentiles, 
S.  James,  as  president  of  the  council  and  bishop  of  Jeru- 
salem, pronounced  the  momentous  decision — momentous, 
as  affecting  the  whole  future  of  Christianity — that  it 
seemed  good  to  the  Holy  Ghost  and  to  them  to  lay  no 
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greater  burden  upon  the  Gentile  converts  than  that  they 
should  abstain  from  things  offered  to  idols,  from  partaking 
of  the  blood  of  slaughtered  animals,  from  things  strangled, 
and  from  the  great  sin  of  the  Gentile  world,  fornication. 

The  prohibition  of  blood  and  of  things  strangled  was 
necessary,  if  there  was  to  be  brotherly  intercourse,  in- 
volving the  participation  in  common  meals,  between 
the  Jewish  and  Gentile  Christians,  since  such  abstinence 
was  strictly  enjoined  by  the  Mosaical  law. 

The  Apostolic  messengers  returned  with  the  glad  tidings 
of  the  decision  of  the  council  to  Antioch,  and  the  effect 
of  the  decision  waa  manifest  in  the  rapid  multiplication 
of  Gentile  Churches. 

Shortly  afterwards  S.  Peter  arrived  in  Antioch,  when, 
as  we  read  in  the  Epistle  to  the  Galatians,  he  ate  and 
drank  with  the  Gentile  converts,  until  certain  brethren 
came  from  Jerusalem,  under  whose  influence  he  was  led 
to  act  contrary  to  the  spirit  of  the  decisions  of  the  council, 
and  to  withdraw  himself  from  the  uncircumcised  brethren. 
S.  Paul  was  still  in  Antioch,  and  following  the  impulse  of 
his  earnest  piety,  he  did  not  hesitate  to  withstand  the 
older  Apostle  to  the  face,  "  because  he  was  to  be  blamed." 
Yet  it  is  evident  that  the  circumcised  believers  still 
manifested  great  reluctance  to  hold  communion  with  the 
uncircumcised,  so  that  many  of  them  disparaged  S.  Paul 
and  his  teaching,  and  stirred  up  strife  and  contention  in 
the  Churches  he  had  formed,  as  we  learn  from  repeated 
allusions  in  the  Epistles. 

S.  Paul  now  proposed  to  his  former  colleague  S.  Barnabas 
to  revisit  the  Churches  they  had  founded  in  Asia  Minor ; 

c 


1 8  THE  CHURCH  OF  THE  APOSTLES. 

but  disagreeing  about  the  expediency  of  taking  S.  Mark 
with  them,  who  had  deserted  them  on  their  former  journey, 
being  terrified  by  the  dangers  of  the  road,  the  contention 
became  so  sore  that  they  finally  separated. 

S.  Barnabas  took  S.  Mark,  and  saUed  again  for  Cyprus ; 
S.  Paul  traversed  Syria  and  Cilicia,  his  native  land,  arriving 
in  this  way  at  the  scenes  of  his  earlier  labours. 

At  Lystra,  where  he  had  previously  been  stoned,  S.  Paul 
found  a  young  disciple  named  Timothy,  who  had  known 
the  Scriptures  from  his  youth,  and  was  weU  reported  of  by 
the  brethren.  His  mother  was  a  Jewess,  and  a  believer ; 
but  his  father  was  a  Greek,  and  Timothy  was  therefore 
uncircumcised.  S.  Paul  associated  the  young  disciple  with 
him  in  his  labours,  previously  circumcising  him,  as  other- 
wise he  would  have  obtained  no  hearing  from  the  Jews;  and 
the  Apostle,  persuaded  that  circumcision  was  nothing,  and 
uncircumcision  nothing,  was  simply  guided  by  expediency. 

After  successful  labours  amongst  the  Galatians  and 
Phrygians,  they  arrived  at  Troas,  whence  S.  Paul  was 
summoned  by  a  vision  to  commence  the  mighty  task  of 
the  evangelization  of  Europe,  and  during  the  following 
week  first  touched  European  soil  at  Philippi. 

The  mighty  dimensions  the  Church  was  hereafter  to 
assume  were  now  becoming  dimly  apparent. 

Brought  into  conflict  with  the  civil  power  at  Philippi, 
where  S.  Paul  first  claimed  the  rights  of  Koman  citizen- 
ship, with  the  elegant  philosophy  of  Greece  at  Athens, 
with  the  deadly  vices  of  the  heathen  world  at  Corinth,  in 
each  instance  the  power  of  the  Cross  rose  triumphant  over 
oppositioDL. 
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As  yet  the  opposition  from  the  civil  power  was  very 
slight,  although  so  shortly  to  become  deadly ;  aad  it  appears 
in  each  instance  to  have  proceeded,  not  from  the  heathen 
world,  but  from  the  animosity  of  the  Jews,  who  ascribed  a 
political  object  to  the  visit  of  the  missionmes;  and  the 
conduct  of  Gallic,  the  deputy  of  Achaia,  may  be  accepted 
as  a  general  instance  of  the  indifference  with  which  the 
Eoman  world  was  at  first  disposed  to  look  upon  a  matter 
which  they  simply  regarded  as  a  schism  in  the  Jewish 
community,  whose  pretensions  they  despised. 

But  the  scene  at  Athens,  when  the  Athenians  arraigned 
the  Apostle  upon  Mars*  Hill,  before  the  venerable  council 
of  the  Areopagus,  was  indeed  a  striking  one. 

The  new-bom  faith  here  came  into  contact  with  the 
noblest  relic  of  the  palmy  days  of  Greece — the  court  of 
three  himdred  judges,  which  had  such  a  repute  for  wisdom 
and  justice,  that  it  was  customary  to  allege  that  during  the 
thousand  years  of  its  existence  it  never  gave  an  imjust 
decision.  Its  sittings  were  held  in  the  open  air,  as  in  the 
more  immediate  presence  of  the  Supreme  Being,  and  at 
night,  lest  the  judges  should  be  moved  by  the  visible 
emotion  of  the  prisoner.  Before  these  men  the  unknown 
stranger  stood^  with  his  message  from  the  unseen  world ; 
iherty  surrounded  by  all  the  matchless  works  of  art  which 
immortalized  that  famous  hill,  he  rebuked  the  superstition 
of  polytheism.  Yet  so  indifferent  had  mankind  become 
to  the  honour  of  their  imaginary  deities,  that  no  one  raised 
his  voice  in  rebuke ;  but  when  he  asserted  the  resurrection 
of  the  dead,  even  the  stem  gravity  of  the  court  seemed 
overcome,  and  unwonted  sounds  of  laughter  greeted  the 
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solemn  announcement,  which  Athens  then  mocked,  but 
Europe  has  now  received. 

The  immortaUty  of  the  soul  was  indeed  an  open  question 
amobgst  them ;  but  the  resurrection  of  the  flesh  seemed 
so  utterly  contrary  to  all  that  experience  had  taught  them, 
that  the  bearer  of  the  message  of  God  was  dismissed  with 
contempt.  Nevertheless,  Dionysius,  one  of  the  judges, 
was  converted  by  that  oration,  and  it  is  said  that  he  became 
the  first  bishop  of  Athens. 

But  the  chief  scene  of  the  labours  of  the  Apostle  during 
his  second  missionary  journey  was  Corinth — ^like  Antioch, 
a  great  conunercial  emporium — situated  on  an  isthmus 
between  two  seas,  and  exceedingly  populous.  Here  the 
Lord  whom  he  served  appeared  to  him  in  a  vision,  say- 
ing, "  I  have  much  people  in  this  city ; "  and  ajthough  the 
Jews  opposed  and  blasphemed,  so  that  he  was  forced  to 
withdraw  himself  entirely  from  the  worship  of  the  syna- 
gogue, yet  he  continued  a  year  and  six  months,  during 
which  he  founded  the  Church  which  became  the  centre  of 
the  Christianity  of  Greece.  This  lengthened  stay  was  pro- 
bably caused  by  the  great  opposition  Christianity  had  to 
encoimter,  both  from  the  subtleties  of  the  heathen  philo- 
sophy, and  the  unbounded  profligacy  for  which  Corinth 
was  notorious.  The  Jews  in  vain  endeavoured  to  check 
the  progress  of  the  faith  by  the  appeal  to  Gallio,  to  which 
we  have  already  alluded.  They  were  driven  with  ignominy 
from  the  judgment  seat;  for  ** Gallio  cared  for  none  of 
those  things."  Shortly  afterwards  S.  Paul  left  Corinth, 
and  returning  to  Antioch,  after  a  short  visit  to  Ephesus, 
completed  this  eventful  missionary  journey. 
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It  was  but  a  short  time  before  the  indefatigable  Apostle, 
whose  burning  zeal  and  love  for  the  Master  he  had  once 
persecuted  never  suffered  him  to  rest,  commenced  his 
third  missionary  journey,  and  the  chief  seat  of  his  labours 
on  this  occasion  was  Ephesus,  the  great  city  sacred  to  the 
worship  of  the  heathen  goddess  Diana,  where  the  famous 
temple,  rightly  reckoned  amongst  the  wonders  of  the 
world,  existed  in  unrivalled  majesty. 

The  whole  city  was  utterly  given  over  to  idolatry ;  her 
craftsmen  gained  their  riches  by  making  silver  images  and 
shrines  for  Diana,  her  learned  men  were  deeply  read  in 
the  heathea  mysteries  and  in  magical  arts,  yet  even  here 
Satan  was  unable  to  protect  his  stronghold:  multitudes 
liajpened  to  the  inspired  voice  of  the  Apostle,  and  renounced 
their  misbelief.  They  confessed  their  deeds,  they  burnt 
their  magical  books,  even  to  the  value  of  fifty  thousand 
pieces  of  silver :  "  so  mightily  grew  the  "Word  of  God,  and 
prevailed." 

But  after  three  fall  years,  the  craftsmen,  perceiving  that 
the  hope  of  their  gains  had  gone  in  proportion  as  the 
teaching  of  S.  Paul  had  prevailed,  raised  a  riot  amongst 
the  unbelievers,  which  threatened  the  peace  of  the  city. 
The  loud  shout,  "  Great  is  Diana  of  the  Ephesians,"  echoed 
firom  the  mighty  amphitheatre;  and  yet  Diana  had  been 
conquered,  her  worship  had  received  its  death-wound, 
slow  although  the  process  of  death  may  have  seemed  to 
the  ardent  Christians ;  and  we  shall  be  called  upon  in  the 
course  of  this  history  to  contemplate  similar  Ephesian 
enthusiasm  in  the  cause  of  the  faith  then  despised. 

After  revisiting  his  disciples  in  Greece  and  Macedonia, 
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S.  Paul  returned  by  slow  stages  to  Jerusalem.  Passing  by 
Miletus,  he  sent  for  the  clergy  of  the  Church  of  Ephesus, 
and  delivered  a  most  solemn  farewell  address  and  pastoral 
charge. 

Betuming  to  Jerusalem,  while  in  deference  to  the 
wishes  of  S.  James,  the  bishop  of'  Jerusalem,  he  was 
complying  with  those  national  rites  which  he  regarded 
as  useless  but  harmless,  the  long  pent-up  fury  of  his 
countrymen  broke  out,  and  he  was  with  difficulty  rescued 
fipom  their  violence  by  the  Eoman  soldiery.  Appealing  to 
his  privileges  as  a  Eoman  citizen,  he  was  spared  the  in- 
dignity to  which  he  would  otherwise  have  been  subjected, 
and  after  a  long  imprisonment,  appealing  to  Caesar,  he  was 
sent  to  Bome.  The  well-known  story  of  his  voyage  and 
shipwreck  needs  no  recapitulation. 

Bome  was  at  the  zenith  of  her  greatness  when  the 
inspired  Apostle  approached  her  by  the  Appian  way — a 
prisoner,  unheeded  by  the  careless  throng,  who  little 
thought  of  the  mighty  change  which  should  hereafter 
cause  his  advent  to  be  regarded  as  one  of  the  most  im- 
portant epochs  in  the  history,  not  only  of  the  imperial 
city,  but  of  the  world. 

The  brethren  came  to  meet  him,  and  their  sympathy 
cheered  his  heart.  As  usual,  he  iirst  proclaimed  his  mes- 
sage to  the  Jews ;  but  when  they  blasphemed,  he  shook 
his  raiment^  and  turned  his  whole  attention  to  the  conver- 
sion of  the  Gentiles,  amongst  whom  his  labours  were,  as 
usual,  singularly  blessed. 

Thus  he  dwelt  a  prisoner  for  two  whole  years  in  his 
hired  house,  chained  probably  to  the  soldier 'who  had 


THE  CHURCH  OF  THE  APOSTLES.  23 

charge  of  him,  and  here  the  inspired  record  contained  in 
"  The  Acts  of  the  Apostles"  leaves  him. 

But  we  have  authentic  traditions  concerning  the  further 
career  of  this  eminent  servant  of  God.  After  an  imprison- 
ment of  two  years,  he  was  released  as  one  innocent  of  any 
crime  or  political  offence,  and  during  the  following  five 
years  he  continued  his  Apostolical  labours. 

In  the  first  instance  he  preached  the  Gospel,  as  S.  Cle- 
ment, his  fellow  labourer,  informs  us,  even  to  the  uttermost 
bounds  of  the  "West — by  which  expression  Spain  is  cer- 
tainly indicated,  and  perhaps  even  the  British  Isles — of 
which  he  might  have  learned  from  captives  at  Eome. 
Claudia,  a  British  lady  and  wife  of  Pudens,  a  Eoman 
senator,  is  particularly  mentioned  in  his  Epistles. 

Thence  he  appears  to  have  returned  from  the  West  to 
Bome  on  his  way  to  Jerusalem,  probably  in  company  with 
Timothy.  After  his  visit  to  Jerusalem,  he,  perhaps,  per- 
formed his  promise  to  visit  Philemon  at  Colosse,  in  Phrygia; 
and  on  his  way  thence  to  Macedonia  he  seems  to  have  left 
Timothy  at  Ephesus  as  its  bishop  and  chief  pastor,  as  he 
had  before  left  Titus  at  Crete  with  a  similar  commission. 

They  were  charged  to  ordain  priests  or  elders  in  each 
city,  and  to  exercise  the  general  supervision  of  the  Church 
in  their  respective  dioceses — the  one  the  most  polished  city 
of  Asia,  the  other  the  half-savage  island  of  Crete.  The 
prerogatives  of  the  Apostolate  were  not  committed  to  them, 
but  the  ordinary  functions  of  a  bishop,  as  we  understand 
the  word  in  these  modem  days,  with  the  power  of  trans- 
mitting the  gift  which  was  in  them  by  the  laying  on  of 
hands.    It  is  not  probable  that  S.  Paul  actually  visited 
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Ephesus  in  person.  He  had,  indeed,  expressly  foretold  at 
Miletus  that  the  faithful  of  that  city  should  behold  his 
face  no  more ;  and  probably  he  would  but  have  courted  the 
fate  which,  in  God's  own  time,  actually  befell  him,  had  he 
entered  its  walls.  He  journeyed  westward,  passing  through 
Macedonia  to  Nicopolis,  in  Epirus,  where  he  appears  to 
have  spent  the  winter,  and  thence  again  journeyed  east- 
ward, leaving  Erastus  at  Corinth,  and  Trophimus  sick  at 
Miletus.  Here  we  should  infer  he  saw  Timothy,  and  was 
probably  arrested  in  the  neighbourhood  by  order  of  the 
imperial  government,  and  sent  as  a  prisoner  to  Home, 
where  a  fearful  persecution  had  commenced,  as  we  shall 
presently  relate. 

On  the  way  they  touched  at  Troas,  where  the  prisoner 
left  his  books  and  parchments,  and  finally,  after  a  toilsome 
overland  journey,  he  reached  the  final  goal  of  his  labours 
— Eome — by  the  Egnatian  way. 

Nero  was  at  that  time  Emperor  of  Eome,  a  man  whose 
atrocious  crimes  have  procured  him  an  unenviable  im- 
mortality. Beginning  his  reign  at  the  early  age  of 
seventeen,  he  seemed  at  first  to  give  evidence  of  a 
merciful  disposition,  and  of  great  litemry  ability'.  He 
appeared,  indeed,  so  humane  that,  when  a  warrant  for  the 
execution  of  a  criminal  was  brought  to  him,  he  is  said  to 
have  exclaimed,  "Would  I  had  never  learned  to  write." 
Fond  of  music,  skilful  in  poetry  and  the  fine  arts,  he 
began  his  reign  amidst  general  approbation.  But  he  is 
an  awful  instance  of  the  powerlessness  of  civilization, 
apart  from  Christianity,  to  soften  the  heart,  and  of  the 
deadly  evil  which  unbounded  power  may  work  upon  a 
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disposition  whicli,  under  ordinary  circumstances,  might 
have  been  unfruitful  in  evil.  Probably,  had  Nero  been 
placed  under  influences  such  as  those  which  form  modem 
society,  he  would  never  have  been  otherwise  remarkable 
than  as  an  eccentric  but  somewhat  gifted  man,  fond  of 
the  fine  arts,  and  skilful  in  their  exercise ;  yet  the  posses- 
sion of  unlimited  powers  of  evil  rendered  him  a  terror 
to  mankind,  and  a  disgrace  to  our  common  nature. 

^  He  left  a  name  at  which  the  world  grew  pale, 
To  point  a  moral  or  adorn  a  tale."  * 

He  began  his  iniquities  with  the  murder  of  his  mother; 
and,  inspired  with  lust  of  blood,  was  guilty  of  such 
terrible  cruelties,  that  even  the  men  of  that  degraded 
age  shrank  with  horror. 

We  are  informed  that  about  the  year  A.D.  65  he  con- 
ceived a  desire  to  behold  a  conflagration  on  a  large  scale, 
such  as  he  had  read  of  in  the  second  book  of  Virgil, 
which  describes  the  destruction  of  Troy.  To  gratify  this 
desire  he  caused  a  large  portion  of  the  city  to  be  set  on 
fire.  Of  the  fourteen  quarters  into  which  it  was  divided, 
only  four  escaped ;  and  it  was  asserted  that  while  it  was 
burning  he  ascended  the  tower  of  Maecenas  in  an  actor's 
dress,  and  sang  the  verses  of  the  poet  which  had  fired  his 
imagination. 

A  universal  cry  of  execration  was  raised,  and,  to  escape 
the  danger  of  a  rebellion,  he  charged  the  crime  upon  the 
Christians,  just  then  becoming  objects  of  notoriety  at 
Bome,  and,  alas !  abhorred  for  their  austere  virtue.  The 
remarks  of  the  historian  Tacitus  may  give  the  sequel : 

"  To  put  an  end,  therefore,  to  the  report,  he  (Nero)  laid 
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the  guilt,  and  inflicted  the  punishment,  upon  a  set  of 
people  who  were  holden  in  abhorrence  for  their  offences, 
and  called  by  the  vulgar,  Christians. 

"  The  founder  of  the  sect  was  Christ,  who  suffered  death 
in  the  reign  of  Tiberius,  under  the  procurator  Pontius 
Pilate.  This  pernicious  superstition,  thus  checked  for 
awhile,  broke  out  again,  and  spread  not  only  over  Judaea, 
where  the  evil  originated,  but  through  Some  also,  whither 
everything  bad  upon  the  earth  finds  its  way,  and  is  prac- 
tised. 

"  Some  who  confessed  their  sect  were  at  first  seized,  and 
afterwards  by  their  information  a  vast  multitude  were 
apprehended,  who  were  convicted,  not  so  much  of  burning 
Bome,  as  of  hatred  to  mankind.  Their  sufferings  at  their 
execution  were  aggravated  by  insult  and  mockery;  for 
some  were  disguised  in  the  skins  of  wild  beasts,  and 
worried  to  death  by  dogs;  some  were  crucified;  and  others 
were  wrapped  in  pitched  shirts,  and  set  on  fire  when  the 
day  closed,  that  they  might  serve  as  lights  to  illuminate 
the  night. 

"Nero  lent  his  own  gardens  for  these  executions,  and 
exhibited  at  the  same  time  a  mock  Circensian  entertain- 
ment, being  a  spectator  of  the  scene  in  the  dress  of  a 
charioteer,  sometimes  mingling  with  the  crowd  on  foot, 
and  sometimes  viewing  the  spectacle  &om  his  car.  This 
conduct  made  the  sufferers  pitied ;  and  though  they  were 
criminals,  and  deserving  of  the  severest  punishments,  yet 
they  were  considered  as  sacrificed,  not  so  much  for  the 
public  good,  as  to  gratify  the  cruelty  of  one  man."  * 

*  Paley*8  translation. 
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Such  ifi  the  narrative  of  Tacitus;  and  the  reader  will 
perceive  that  the  blameless  and  devoted  followers  of  the 
Lord  were  already  Spoken  of  as  **  evil  doers."  "We  shall 
consider  in  a  future  chapter  the  reasons  of  this  sad  mis*- 
apprehension,  which  seemed  to  the  heathen  to  palliate  the 
most  atrocious  cruelties  inflicted  upon  their  unfortunate 
victims,  if  indeed  they  can  be  called  unfortunate,  whose 
blood  became  the  seed  of  the  Church,  and  whose  sufferings 
have  long  since  been  recompensed  by  a  far  more  exceeding 
weight  of  glory. 

We  have  seen  .that  S.  Paul  was  arrested  near  Miletus, 
and  thence  conveyed  to  Eome.  S.  Luke,  his  constant 
companion,  was  with  him ;  but  Bemas  and  others  forsook 
him,  "having  loved  this  present  world,"  and  terrified, 
probably,  by  the  fearful  scenes  which  were  of  daily  occur- 
rence around  them.  Arrived  in  Bome,  his  doom  was  quickly 
pronounced ;  but  being  a  Boman  citizen,  he  was  spared  the 
ignominious  tortures  inflicted  upon  his  fellow-Christians : 
and  it  needed  not  this  to  testify  his  devotion  to  his  Lord ; 
for  his  whole  life  had  been  one  of  continued  martyrdom, 
from  the  time  when  his  bdoved  Master  called  him  to  take 
up  his  cross,  and  the  persecutor  became  the  Apostle. 

And  now  the  weary,  self-denying  life  was  nearly  ended, 
and  the  tired  mariner  was  entering  the  port,  one  more  trial, 
a  sharp  one,  but  the  last,  awaited  him.  Yet  who  can  doubt 
that  those  last  days  were  days  of  vivid  happiness  ?  Many, 
indeed,  had  forsaken  him*  At  the  judgment-seat  no  man 
stood  by  him;  but  he  had  fought  a  good  fight,  he  had 
finished  his  course,  he  had  kept  the  faith,  and  the  crown 
seemed  within  his  very  grasp. 
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In  the  ruins  of  Bome's  ancient  greatness  the  visitor  may 
yet  trace  the  scenes  hallowed  by  his  last  footsteps  upon 
earth,  where  they  led  him  out  fix)m  the  city  by  the  road 
leading  to  Ostia ;  and  at  a  place  then  known  as  the  *'  Aquas 
Salvias/'  the  headsman's  stroke  dismissed  his  happy  soul 
to  be  for  ever  with  the  Lord. 

S.  Peter  is  said  to  have  been  his  companion  during 
a  portion  of  this  period ;  and  S.  Jerome  asserts  that  the 
two  great  Apostles  were  martyred  on  one  and  the  same 
day.  S.  Peter  is  said  to  have  been  confined  in  the  dreary 
Mamertine  prison,  Uttle  superior  to  th^  common  sewer; 
"  a  place  of  darkness  and  the  lowest  pit,"  where  not  one 
gleam  of  light  could  penetrate,  in  the  very  depths  of  tha 
foundations  of  the  gorgeous  Capitoline  hill.  A  touching 
legend  is  told  of  him  which  has  often  been  the  theme  of 
the  painter  and  the  poet.  It  is  said  that,  having  converted 
his  gaoler,  that  official,  at  the  risk  of  his  own  life,  set  him 
free,  and  that  he  left  the  city  by  the  Appian  way,  when  in 
the  moonlight  he  saw  a  figure  approaching,  and  recognized 
his  Divine  Master,  bearing  his  cross  Eomewards.  "  Lord, 
whither  goest  Thou?"  he  is  said  to  have  exclaimed,  and 
received  the  reply,  "  I  go  to  Bome,  to  be  crucified  again," 
when  the  vision  disappeared.  S.  Peter  knew  that  He  who 
once  said, "  Saul,  Saul,  why  persecutest  thou  MeV  yet  suf- 
fered mystically  in  His  Elect,  and  he  returned  to  his  bonds. 

Brought  out  at  length  to  die  the  death  of  the  cross,  the 
aged  Apostle  besought  that  he  might  be  crucified  with  his 
head  downwards,  since  he  said  he  was  unworthy  to  die 
like  his  Master,  Whom  he  had  once  denied.  His  request 
was  granted. 


THE  CHURCH  OF  THE  APOSTLES.  29 

It  is  probable  that  by  this  date  (a.d.  68)  nearly  all  the 
Apostles  had  glorified  God  by  their  deaths.  S.  Andrew  had 
suffered  in  Achaia,  being  suspended  from  a  cross  in  the 
form  of  the  letter  X,  by  order  of  the  proconsul  Egeas; 
S.  Philip  had  been  crucified  at  Hierapolis,  in  Phrygia; 
S.  Bartholomew  was  said  to  have  been  flayed  alive  in  the 
Greater  Armenia ;  S.  Matthew  had  disappeared  in  Ethio- 
pia; S.  Thomas  had  even  penetrated  the  recesses  of  India, 
where,  after  founding  a  flourishing  Church,  he  was  put  to 
death  by  the  Brahmins ;  S.  James  the  Less,  whose  death 
we  shall  presently  relate,  had  suffered  at  Jerusalem; 
S.  Simon  and  S.  Jude  are  said  to  have  suffered  in  Persia ; 
S.  Matthias  had  been  crucified  in  Cappadocia;  S.  Barnabas, 
after  overcoming  the  Jews  of  Cyprus  in  argument  at 
Salamis,  was  shut  up  in  their  synagogue,  and  at  night 
stoned  to  death. 

Such  are  the  commonly  received  traditions  concerning 
the  deaths  of  the  Apostles,  possessing  more  or  less  proba- 
bility :  they  all,  save  S.  John,  followed  their  Lord  over 
the  Red  sea  of  blood,  conquering  by  suffering ;  but  "  their 
sound  had  gone  out  into  all  lands,  and  their  words  into 
the  ends  of  the  world." 
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"FT  is  commonly  supposed  that  all  the  Apostles,  save  S. 
-*-  John,  had  been  gathered  to  their  rest  when  our  blessed 
Lord's  words  received  their  striking  fulfilment  in  the 
destruction  of  the  guilty  city  which  had  rejected  Him, 
and  had  stoned  them  which  were  sent  unto  her. 

The  crucifixion  of  their  long-expected  Messiah  had 
indeed  been  followed  by  the  most  bitter  and  unrelenting 
hostility  to  all  who  bore  His  Name,  and  chiefly  because 
they  had  not  contented  themselves  with  preaching  the 
glad  tidings  of  eternal  life  to  their  countrymen,  but  had 
bidden  the  QtwtiU$  to  the  Gospel  feast. 

This  was  their  unpardonable  offence ;  for,  sad  to  say,  at 
this  period  of  their  history  the  chosen  people  bore  a  more 
peculiar  hatred  to  all  mankind  beyond  their  own  narrow 
sphere  than  did  even  the  heathen  Greek  or  Eoman.  They 
considered  the  future  hfe,  if  indeed  there  were  one,  an  in- 
heritance reserved  for  the  Jew,  the  seed  of  Abraham,  and 
had  no  desire  that  in  his  seed  all  the  families  of  the  earth 
should  be  blessed ;  nay,  it  seems  evident  that  they  even 
exulted  in  the  anticipation  of  the  final  destruction  of  the 
Gentile. 
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Hence  it  is  haidly  suipriding  that  thus  hating  they  were 
hated,  and  that  in  the  day  of  their  grievous  calamity  they 
found  no  pity,  although  surely  such  utter  desolation  had 
scarcely  visited  a  nation  before. 

The  Jews  had  now  groaned  under  the  Boman  yoke  for 
many  years,  a  yoke  peculiarly  galling  to  men  of  their 
national'  characteristics. 

Although  they  enjoyed  full  toleration,  and  their  re- 
ligious rites  were  protected  by  law,  yet  the  very  sight  of 
the  Soman  legionary  in  the  holy  city  was  gall  and  worm- 
wood to  them.  Often  they  had  been  on  the  verge  of 
sanguinary  outbreaks,  often  false  Messiahs  had  promised 
to  break  the  Eoman  yoke ;  but  although  the  crisis  had  so 
frequently  seemed  at  hand,  yet  the  catastrophe  had  been 
hitherto  averted. 

It  was  under  the  rule  of  Festus  that  S.  Paul  left  the 
Holy  Land  for  Eome,  escaping,  under  Boman  protection, 
the  plots  of  his  infuriated  countrymen.  Eusebius  informs 
us  that  in  their  rage  they  sought  other  victims,  and  found 
one  in  S.  James  the  Less,  kinsman  of  our  Lord,  and  bishop 
of  Jerusalem. 

So  well  known  was  his  piety  that  even  the  unbelieving 
Jews  gave  him  the  appellation  of  **  Justus,"  and  his  influ- 
ence was  great  amongst  the  multitude,  as  also  amongst  his 
brethren.  Hegesippus  informs  us  that  he  was  in  the  habit 
of  repairing  to  the  temple,  and  there  spending  long  hours 
of  intercession  for  his  brethren,  until  by  length  of  kneel- 
ing his  knees  became  hard  as  those  of  camels. 

At  the  Passover  a.d.  62,  the  Pharisees  seized  him,  and 
placing  him  upon  a  pinnacle  of  the  temple,  required  him 
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to  disavow  his  Lord  in  the  presence  of  the  multitude  who 
thronged  its  court,  and  to  declare  Him  an  impostor,  where- 
upon the  aged  saint  replied,  "Why  do  you  ask  me  con- 
cerning Jesus  ?  He  sitteth  at  the  right  hand  of  God,  from 
whence  He  shall  return  to  judge  the  quick  and  the  dead." 

A  testimony  so  solemn  startled  the  unbelievers;  but, 
recovering  their  presence  of  mind  and  their  ferocity,  they 
cast  him  down  from  the  pinnacle.  He  was  not  killed  by 
the  fall,  but  retained  sufficient  strength  to  pray  for  his 
murderers,  and  one  of  the  priests,  a  son  of  the  Bechabites, 
cried  to  the  people  who  were  stoning  the  fallen  Apostle, 
"Cease!  the  just  one  is  praying  for  you,"  when  one  of 
them,  a  fuller,  beat  out  the  brains  of  the  victim  with  a 
club. 

Even  the  Jewish  historian,  Josephus,  partly  attributes 
the  calamities  that  followed  to  the  Divine  vengeance  upon 
the  slayers  of  this  just  man. 

They  were  indeed  years  of  gathering  calamities  which 
succeeded.  The  Eoman  governors  grew  more  oppressive 
in  their  exactions ;  rebellions  arose  in  all  directions ;  false 
Messiahs  deceived  the  people  who  had  rejected  the  true 
One,  saying,  "  Lo,  here  is  Christ,"  or  "  Lo,  there." 

And  marvellous  prodigies  are  related  by  Josephus,  signs 
in  the  heaven  above  and  in  the  earth  beneath,  warning  the 
unhappy  people  of  the  coming  destruction. 

"We  are  told  of  a  star,  like  a  fiery  sword,  which  hung 
over  the  city  for  a  whole  year ;  of  apparitions  in  the  air 
resembling  soldiers  who  besieged  cities;  of  the  brazen 
gate  of  the  temple  opening  of  its  own  accord ;  and  that 
on  the  night  preceding  the  feast  of  Pentecost,  when  the 
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priests  entered  the  temple  to  perform  their  duties,  the 
earth  quaked,  the  veil  which  shrouded  the  Holy  of  Holies 
was  rent,  and  from  behind  the  winged  cherubim  the 
sound  as  of  a  departing  host  was  hejard;  while  a  voice 
issued  from  the  mysterious  darkness,  "Let  us  depart 
hence." 

But  the  state  of  political  affairs  was  such  that  the 
probable  end  could  be  plainly  discerned. 

The  last  Boman  governor  of  whom  we  read  in  Holy 
Writ  was  Festus.  To  him  succeeded  Albinus,  who  not 
only  neglected  the  duties  of  his  station,  but  sold  per- 
mission to  assassins  and  robbers  to  follow  their  profession, 
provided  they  shared  the  booty  with  him;  so  that  no 
malefactor  possessing  money  remained  long  in  prison. 

Albinus  was  at  length  removed  from  his  post,  and 
Florus  succeeded — a  man  so  infamous  that  his  predecessor 
shone  by  comparison.  He  thought  it  (says  Josephus)  a 
small  thing  to  ruin  individuals,  but  spoiled  whole  cities, 
and  brought  the  inhabitants  of  the  land  into  the  greatest 
distress  by  his  extortions  and  robberies. 

Once  the  people  sent  deputies  to  Antioch  to  appeal  to 
Cestius  Gallus,  the  governor  of  Syria,  of  whom  Florus 
was  a  subordinate ;  but  Florus,  who  was  a  master  of  deceit, 
justified  himself  by  lying,  and  returned  as  a  rampant  lion 
to  Jerusalem. 

The  fact  was  this.  He  had  so  deeply  committed  himself 
that  he  knew  ruin  would  await  an  investigation  into  his 
crimes  at  Bome;  for  there  was  always  an  appeal  to  the 
authorities  there,  so  long  as  no  open  act  of  rebellion  had 
been  committed.    When  once  this  limit  was  passed,  Bome 
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would  listen  to  no  appeal,  in  her  determination  to  crush 
insubordination.  Consequently,  the  manifest  interest  of 
Florus  was  to  drive  the  Jews  into  open  rebellion. 

And  he  succeeded.  There  was  a  dispute  between  the 
Jews  and  Greeks  at  Csesarea.  The  Greeks  built  walls  to 
obstruct  the  way  to  the  synagogue.  The  Jews  gave  Florus 
eight  talents  to  hinder  the  builders.  He  took  the  talents, 
and  paid  no  further  attention  to  the  matter.  The  Jews 
broke  into  open  sedition,  and  sent  a  deputation,  which  he 
threw  into  prison. 

The  people  at  Jerusalem,  taking  the  part  of  their  bre- 
thren, were  greatly  enraged,  and,  to  increase  their  indig- 
nation, Florus  sent  soldiers  to  the  Temple,  and  seized  a 
large  portion  of  the  treasure  dedicated  to  God,  under  the 
pretence  that  Csesar  required  it. 

In  their  indignation,  certain  people  disguised  themselves 
as  beggars,  and  went  about  the  city  with  baskets,  begging 
for  Florus  as  for  one  in  miserable  want.  He  revenged 
this  m-timed  pleasantry  by  repairing  in  person  to  Jem- 
salem,  and  requiring  those  who  had  thus  mocked  him  to 
be  delivered  up  for  execution. 

The  high  priest  and  the  elders  of  the  people  besought 
him  to  pardon  the  offence  in  vain.  No  submission  appeased 
him ;  and  failing  to  discover  the  offenders,  he  pointed  out 
a  portion  of  the  city  to  his  soldiers,  telling  them  to 
plunder  it,  and  slay  all  whom  they  met. 

An  inhuman  massacre  ensued.  Even  infants  were  not 
spared.  Three  or  four  thousand  of  all  ages  were  slain ;  and 
in  brutal  sport  the  soldiers  seized  some  of  the  fugitives 
and  actually  crucified  them. 
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Still  the  people  submitted,  at  the  earnest  entreaty  of 
their  leaders,  and  Florus  found  he  must  have  recourse  to 
even  greater  iniquities. 

He  sent  for  the  priests,  and  told  them  that  the  people 
must  prove  their  submission  by  going  out  in  procession  to 
welcome  his  soldiers  as  they  came  from  Gaesarea,  mean- 
while sending  private  instructions  to  the  military  how 
to  act. 

The  procession  started,  the  priests  and  Levites  heading 
it^  the  harpers  and  singers  following  with  the  multitudes 
in  their  holiday  attire,  when  the  horsemen  charged  them, 
trampled  them  down,  and  drove  them  through  the  gates. 
Numbers  were  slain  or  crushed  in  the  press,  and  the  whole 
city  was  filled  with  mourning. 

But  the  cup  was  full.  The  Jews  seized  their  weapons, 
attacked  the  soldiers,  and  drove  them  out  of  the  city. 
Florus  himself  fled  to  Csesarea. 

.  Cestius  Gallus  had  his  suspicions  of  Florus,  and  before 
taking  any  steps  sent  Agrippa,  the  king  who  was  almost 
persuaded  to  be  a  Christian,  to  enquire  into  the  matter 
and  appease  the  Jews. 

He  came,  and  in  a  long  and  eloquent  oration,  still  pre- 
served to  us,  pointed  out  the  utter  hopelessness  of  oppo- 
sition to  Eome,  and  besought  his  countrymen  to  receive 
Florus  till  an  appeal  could  be  prosecuted  before  Caesar; 
but  the  multitude  broke  into  indignation  at  the  very 
mention  of  the  name,  cast  stones  at  Agrippa,  drove  him 
from  the  city,  and  attacked  the  Eoman  garrison,  who 
surrendered  on  promise  of  quarter,  but  were  instantly 
slaughtered  in  cold  blood.    It  was  the  Sabbath-day. 
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There  was  still  a  large  party  desirous  of  peace ;  but  the 
war-party  was  the  stronger,  and  put  their  adversaries, 
including  the  high  priest  and  his  brother,  to  death,  as 
traitors  to  their  country  and  friends  to  Eome. 

The  die  was  cast.  Henceforward  there  was  but  one 
possible  issue  to  the  struggle,  -and  the  Jews  prepared  for 
the  desperate  struggle,  appointing  military  governors  for 
all  the  provinces,  amongst  whom  was  Josephus,  the  his- 
torian of  the  war. 

When,  the  news  of  the  rebellion  reached  the  other  cities 
of  the  empire,  the  inhabitants  rose  upon  the  Jews  resident 
amongst  them,  and  murdered  them  in  cold  blood;  thus 
twenty  thousand  were  slain  at  Ceesarea,  and  fifty  thousand 
at  Alexandria.  In  all  districts  the  reign  of  terror  had 
begun. 

The  war  commenced  favourably  for  the  Jews.  Cestius 
invaded  Judaea  with  an  insufficient  force,  was  utterly 
defeated,  and  fled  to  Antioch,  leaving  behind  him  all  his 
military  stores  and  engines  of  war.  The  Jews  thought 
that  Grod  had  appeared  fof  them,  and  imagined  that  they 
were  destined  to  see  the  hosts  of  Eome  perish  as  the  hosts 
of  Pharaoh  or  of  Sennacherib. 

It  was  at  this  juncture  that,  seeing  Jerusalem  encom- 
passed by  armies,  and  knowing  that  the  end  must  be  nigh, 
the  last  remnant  of  the  Christians  fled  from  the  city  at  a 
moment  when  the  fanatical  Jews  were  in  fall  anticipation 
of  triumph,  and  took  refuge  at  a  little  town  beyond  the 
Jordan,  called  Pella. 

We  cannot  linger  over  the  details  of  the  bloody  war 
that  ensued,  but  must  briefly  enumerate  them.    From  all 
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parts  of  the  empire  the  Jews  flocked  to  the  aid  of  their 
brethren ;  they  occupied  the  forts  and  passes  of  the  land, 
and  awaited  the  coming  shock.  It  came.  Nero,  who  was 
greatly  alarmed  lest  so  successful  an  example  should  be 
followed  by  other  countries,  sent  Vespasian,  an  old  general 
of  great  ability,  to  Judaea,  with  a  formidable  army,  inferior 
in  numbers,  but  fa^  superior  in  discipline,  to  the  forces  of 
the  Jews.  City  after  city  felL  Galilee  beccune  one  huge 
battle-field.  The  blue  lake  of  Tiberias,  upon  which  our  Lord 
had  so  often  sailed,  was  defiled  with  the  blood  of  the  slain. 
The  imhappy  survivors  of  the  war  in  Galilee  were 
driven  before  the  Eoman  armies  towards  Jerusalem,  to 
increase  the  miseries  of  the  already  over-crowded  popu- 
lation assembled  there  to  await  the  final  issue  of  the 
war.  But  as  if  the  miseries  of  war  were  insufl&cient  in 
themselves  for  the  punishment  of  the  guilty  people,  the 
most  bitter  internal  dissensions  arose.  Bands  of  robbers, 
called  Zealots,  took  possession  of  the  Temple  as  a  fortress, 
profaning  the  Holy  of  Holies  by  their  presence.  One 
John  of  Gischala,  who,  by  the,k.aid  of  treachery,  had  es- 
caped the  Bomans  in  Galilee,  came  with  his  adherents  to 
increase  the  confusion,  and  the  two  parties  together  ad- 
mitted the  Idumseans  into  the  city,  when  a  most  bloody 
massacre  ensued.  The  High  Priest  and  all  his  adherents 
were  slain,  and  from  that  period,  until  all  was  ended  by 
the  capture  of  the  city,  internal  government  was  at  an 
end,  robbers  and  murderers  scoured  the  streets  and  fought 
openly  for  their  prey.  John  gained  possession  of  thQ 
Temple ;  Simon  the  son  of  Gioras  occupied  the  city ;  and 
soon  a  third  faction,  headed  by  one  Eleazar,  revolting  from 
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John,  occupied  the  upper  parts  of  the  Temple,  and  waged 
incessant  war,  while  the  peaceful  inhabitants  were  the 
sport  and  prey  of  each  faction. 

Thus  low  had  the  city  fallen,  of  which  it  was  once 
said,  "Jerusalem  is  built  as  a  city  that  is  at  unity  in 
itself;"  and  the  peaceful  inhabitants  who  yet  remained 
prayed  for  the  arrival  of  the  Eomans,  not  foreseeing  that 
that  arrival  would  simply  add  the  horrors  of  plague  and 
famine  to  those  of  bloodshed  and  anarchy. 

The  Eomans  meanwhile,  crushing  all  opposition,  were 
steadily  advancing  upon  the  doomed  city. 

Important  events  at  Eome  now  recalled  Vespasian 
homewards.  Nero  had  paid  the  penalty  of  his  crimes 
against  the  human  race. 

Sergius  Galba,  the  governor  of  Spain,  had  risen  to  de- 
liver  his  country  from  the  monster  who  misruled  it.  The 
news  reached  Nero  when  he  was  at  supper.  like  most 
cruel  men,  he  was  a  coward.  Struck  with  terror,  he  fell 
into  a  swoon,  and  overturned  the  supper-table.  Eecovering, 
he  called  for  the  means  of  poisoning  himself;  but  failing 
to  obtain  them,  and  the  revolt  becoming  general,  he  sought 
refuge  in  a  country  house  four  miles  distant,  where  the 
pursuers  found  him.  Hearing  their  approach,  he  plunged 
a  dagger  into  his  throat  and  died.  Galba  was  murdered 
by  the  soldiers.  Otho  succeeded,'  and  being  opposed  by 
Vitellius,  committed  suicide.  Vitellius,  infamous  for  his 
gluttony,  reigned  in  riot  and  debauchery,  until  Vespasian 
arrived  with  the  legions  of  the  East,  when  the  army  slew 
him  with  all  possible  ignominy,  and  proclaimed  Vespasian 
emperor. 
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Leaving  his  son  Titus  the  command  of  the  army  which 
was  destined  to  besiege  Jerusalem,  he  repaired  to  Bome, 
and,  amidst  the  acclamations  of  the  senate  and  people, 
ascended  the  imperial  throne. 

During  the  feast  of  the  Passover  a.d.  70,  Titus,  having 
crushed  resistance  elsewhere,  appeared  before  Jerusalem. 

The  city  was  surrounded  on  every  side  by  three  walls. 
Titus  battered  down  the  outer  one,  and  in  five  days  the 
inner  one  shared  the  same  fate.  Only  one  line  of  defence 
remained;  but  so  desperate  was  the  resistance  of  the 
besieged,  that  it  was  determined  to  surround  the  city  by 
a  trench,  and  to  leave  famine  and  disease  to  do  their  work. 

All  hope  of  escape  was  now  cut  off  from  the  Jews.  They 
were  shut  in  with  death  in  its  most  loathsome  forms;  the 
famine  became  unendurable;  starvation  with  its  utmost 
horrors  was  upon  them ;  tb  possess  food  was  to  tempt  the 
dagger  of  the  robber;  even  the  prophecy  of  Moses  was 
fulfilled,  that  the  tender  and  delicate  woman  should  eat 
the  flesh  of  the  child  of  her  womb. 

The  upper  rooms  were  filled  with  expiring  women  and 
children;  the  lanes  and  streets  were  obstructed  by  dead 
bodies;  men  wandered  about  like  spectres,  and  fell  dead 
in  the  public  places.  As  for  burial,  the  sick  could  not 
assist,  the  strong  were  few,  and  the  corpses  numerous: 
the  dead  remained  unburied. 

A  deep  silence  reigned  over  the  whole  city,  save  where 
robbers  and  assassins  sought  their  prey ;  and  yet  the  de- 
luded people  still  fondly  looked  for  the  Messiah  of  their 
own  imaginations.  "When  the  night  is  darkest,  dawn  is 
near/'  they  said;  and  from  their  beds  of  pain  and  woe, 


40  THE  LA  TTER  DA  YS  OF  S.  JOf/N. 

from  the  stricken  streets  of  the  city,  or  its  crumbling  ram- 
parts, they  fondly  looked  each  successive  dawn  to  see  the 
glory  of  the  coming  Deliverer  burst  over  the  Eastern  hills. 

Even  the  Zealots,  the  assassins  and  robbers,  looked 
fondly  for  help  to  Him  Who  is  of  purer  eyes  than  to  behold 
iniquity ;  while  yet  the  blood  of  the  innocent  cried  against 
them  from  the  ground,  they  wearied  heaven  by  prayer. 

The  abomination  of  desolation  had  long  reigned  in  the 
Holy  Place.  It  was  the  haunt  of  iniquity  and  crime ;  the 
daily  sacrifice  had  ceased. 

At  length  the  third  wall  was  broken  down,  and  the 
Eomans  entered  the  citadel. 

The  fury  of  the  battle  now  gathered  around  the  inner 
wall  of  the  Temple,  while  the  Jews  fought  fiercely  from  its 
battlements,  hurling  down  missiles  of  every  description. 

Titus  wished  to  spare  that  beautiful  building;  but  a 
stronger  arm  than  his  was  warring  against  it.  A  solitary 
firebrand  cast  through  a  window  by  a  soldier  kindled  the 
cedarwood  ;  the  flames  rose  rapidly ;  one  universal  cry 
of  horror  burst  from  the  Jews  as  they  beheld  them ;  the 
very  dying  forgot  their  own  misery  as  they  gazed  upon 
the  burning  Temple,  and  felt  that  God  had  indeed  deserted 
them.  They  lifted  up  their  expiring  eyes,  and,  oblivious 
of  their  approaching  dissolution,  mourned  for  the  departing 
glory  of  their  nation. 

Still,  however,  the  most  resolute  amongst  the  Jews 
defended  the  upper  and  stronger  part  of  the  city,  known  as 
the  hill  of  Zion ;  but  Titus  soon  made  himself  its  master 
by  the  aid  of  the  battering-ram. 

John  and  Simon,  the  leaders  of  the  insurgents  in  this 
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last  desperate  struggle,  were  taken  prisoners,  and  the 
greater  part  of  the  survivors  put  to  the  sword. 

Josephus  computes  the  number  of  those  who  perished 
in  the  siege  at  1,100,000,  and  of  the  prisoners  at  97,000. 
Of  the  latter  those  under^  seventeen  were  sold  for  slaves, 
and  the  rest  aent  to  supply  living  material  for  the  amphi- 
theatres,  to  die  by  the  wild  beast,  the  sword,  or  scourge. 
Many  were  sent  to  that  i^ypt,  from  which  their  fore- 
fathers had^  once  so  gloriously  emerged,  to  labour  in  the 
stone  quarries  for  life. 

The  city  itself  was  entirely  destroyed ;  so  that,  accord- 
ing to  the  prophecy  of  oiur  Lord,  not  one  atone  remained 
upon  another,  and  the  site  was  ploughed  up. 

Such  was  the  end  of  the  Mosaical  worship  and  ritual, 
after  an  existence  of  more  than  fifteen  centuries ;  and  we 
have  dwelt  upon  it  as  an  event  of  the  utmost  importance 
in  the  history  of  the  Church. 

Before  the  fall  of  Jerusalem,  Jewish  Clffistians  com- 
bined the  ancient  worship  with  the  simpler  rites  of  the 
new  dispensation ;  but  now  God  had  distinctly  interposed 
to  remove  the  older  ritual  from  the  face  of  the  earth.  Its 
sacrifices  could  no  longer  be  ofTered,  nor  its  rites  performed. 

Before  the  Incarnation  its  rites  were  binding  and  salu- 
tary; from  the  consummation  of  the  one  great  Atonement 
until  the  destruction  of  the  Temple  harmieas^  and  as  such 
observed,  as  we  have  seen,  even  by  S.  Paul ;  but  after  that 
event  deadly,  as  implying  that  trust  in  circumcision  so 
severely  condemned  by  the  great  Apostle  of  the  Gentiles. 

It  is  probable,  as  we  have  already  remarked,  that  by  the 
time  of  the  destruction  of  the  city  most  of  the  Apostles 
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had  entered  upon  their  eternal  rest — perhaps  aU  excepting 
S.  John,  to  whom  it  was  reserved  to  minister  to  a  genera- 
tion educated  from  infancy  in  the  faith,  and  to  complete, 
by  his  hallowed  writings,  the  written  revelation  of  God's 
word  to  man. 

Eusebius  informs  us  that  immediately  after  the  final 
destruction  of  the  ancient  worship,  aU  the  disciples  and 
kinsfolk  of  our  Lord  yet  surviving  came  together  to  hold 
consultation  upon  the  future  organization  of  the  Church. 
They  appointed  Simeon,  the  son  of  Cleophas,  to  succeed 
S.  James  as  Bishop  of  the  Jewish  Christians — ^who,  as  we 
have  seen,  had  fled  to  Pella — with  the  title,  so  dear  to  them, 
of  Bishop  of  Jerusalem ;  and  it  is  supposed,  on  collateral 
testimony,  that  the  charge  of  organization  was  fitly  under- 
taken by  S.  John,  the  -sole  survivor  of  the  three  who  had 
alike  witnessed  the  Transfiguration  and  the  Agony. 

During  the  earlier  years  of  the  Apostolic  Church,  his 
labours  had  been  less  conspicuous  than  those  of  many 
other  Apostles,  probably  because  he  was  quietly  fulfilling 
the  last  sacred  charge  committed  to  him  from  the  Cross, 
and  discharging  the  duties  of  a  son  to  the  Blessed  Virgin. 
Subsequently  he  appears  to  have  laboured  for  a  time 
amongst  the  Parthians,  who  had  succeeded  to  the  empire 
of  Persia  in  the  East,  and  who  were  friendly  towards  both 
Jews  and  Christians. 

After  the  martyrdom  of  S.  Paul,  S.  Timothy  returned  to 
Ephesus,  where  he  was  cruelly  put  to  death  during  a 
celebration  in  honour  of  Diana,  and  the  Churches  of  Asia 
Minor  were  left  without  a  recognized  leader.  S.  John,  as 
if  obeying  a  Divine  call^  left  the  East,  and  repaired  at  once 
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to  Ephesus,  where  he  assumed  the  chief  direction  of  the 
"  Seven  Churches." 

The  years  succeeding  the  fall  of  Jerusalem  were  years 
of  peace  and  quietness  to  the  infant  Church,  only  disturbed 
by  the  early  attempts  of  the  Gnostics  to  engraft  their 
system  upon  Christianity.  These  false  teachers  (of  whom 
we  shall  speak  at  length  hereafter)  taught  that  our  Blessed 
Lord  was  a  mere  man,  upon  whom  a  Heavenly  Being,  the 
"-^Eon"  Christ,  descended  at  His  baptism,  to  abide  during 
his  ministry,  and  to  desert  Him  before  His  crucifixion.  On 
one  occasion  S.  John  met  Cerinthus — a  well-known  Gnostic 
teacher — ^in  the  public  baths  of  the  city,  and  rushed  from 
the  building  lest,  as  he  is  reported  to  have  said,  the  roof 
should  fall  in  upon  the  enemy  of  God  and  man. 

Many  passages  in  his  Epistles  and  Gospel  bear  especial 
reference  to  these  heretical  tenets;  notably  the  opening 
verses  of  the  Gospel,  wherein  the  pre-existence  and  divinity 
of  our  Lord,  and  the  doctrine  of  the  Licamation,  are  set 
forth  in  opposition  to  the  Gnostic  doctrines. 

Nine  years  after  the  fall  of  Jerus£tlem,  Vespasian  died 
in  peace,  the  only  Caesar  who  was  permitted  to  bequeath 
his  empire  to  his  sons ;  and  Titus,  weU  named  the  delight 
of  the  human  race,  so  remarkable  in  a  heathen  were  his 
virtues,  succeeded  him;  but  his  reign  was  of  short  con- 
tinuance: he  died  in  the  third  year,  and  was  succeeded  by 
his  brother,  the  wicked  and  cruel  Domitian. 

Under  this  monster,  whose  terrible  cruelties  startled  even 
the  hardened  Bomans,  the  persecuting  edicts  of  Nero  were 
put  in  force  against  the  faithful,  and  the  Second  Persecu- 
tion took  place. 
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S.  John  was  arrested  at  Ephesus,  and  banished  to 
the  desert  isle  of  Patmos;  and  here  we  must  not  omit 
to  notice  the  tradition  commemorated  in  the  Anglican 
Calendar,  on  the  sixth  of  May,  under  the  title,  "  S.  John 
ante  Portam  Latinam."  It  is  said  that,  previously  to  his 
banishment,  Domitian  ordered  the  Apostle  to  be  lowered 
into  a  caldron  of  boiling  oil,  outside  the  Latin  Gate  of  the 
Imperial  City,  and  that  he  emerged  unhurt,  whereupon 
the  tyrant  banished  him  to  Patmos.  There,  on  that  desert 
island,  he  was  in  spirit  on  the  Lord's  Day,  and  saw  the 
heavens  opened  before  him,  with  the  Master,  Whom  he 
had  loved,  in  glory;  whereupon  he  fell  at  His  feet  as  one 
dead.  There  he  received  from  his  Lord  the  messages  to 
the  Angels  or  Bishops  of  the  Seven  Churches.  There  the 
heavenly  worship  was  exhibited  before  him,  a  piattern 
upon  which  the  ritual  of  the  Christian  Church  was 
founded,  as  that  of  the  Jewish  Church  had  been  upon 
the  pattern  shown  unto  Moses  in  the  mount.  There 
fearful  mysteries,  foreshadowing  the  future  of  the  Church 
and  of  the  world,  were  revealed  to  him,  extending  from 
his  own  days  to  those  when  the  Victim  of  Calvary  shall 
sit  upon  the  Great  White  Throne,  to  judge  both  the  quick 
and  the  dead. 

The  victims  of  the  Second  Persecution  were  few  in 
number.  Flavins  Clemens,  the  cousin  of  the  emperor, 
and  the  consul,  Acilius  Glabrio,  were  accused  of  atheism, 
by  which  charge  was  meant  non-conformity  to  the  rites 
established  by  the  state  and  of  Judaizing;  for  the  Chris- 
tians were  yet  regarded  by  the  heathen  as  a  Jewish  sect 
Acilius,  who  was  strong  and  active,  was  sentenced  to  fight 
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with  wild  beasts  in  the  amphitheatre,  and  he  overcame 
them ;  yet  this  did  not  save  his  life.  He  was  sent  into 
exile,  and  pnt  to  death  during  his  banishment.  Flavins 
Clemens  was  put  to  death  immediately  upon  conviction, 
and  his  wife  and  children  banished  to  a  desert  island, 
where  they  probably  died ;  for  nothing  further  is  known 
concerning  them. 

The  suspicious  and  jealous  character  of  Domitian  is 
strikingly  shown  by  his  behaviour  towards  the  grand- 
children of  S.  Jude,  who  were  reported  to  him  as  being  of 
the  house  and  lineage  of  David.  Ordering  them  to  be 
led  before  him,  he  asked  them  whether  they  were  of  royal 
descent,  and  they  replied  that  they  were.  He  further 
asked  them  of  their  property,  and  discovered,  to  his 
surprise,  that  their  whole  estate  consisted  of  thirty-nine 
acres  of  land,  which  they  cultivated  with  their  own  hands. 
When  asked  concerning  Christ  and  His  Kingdom,  they 
replied  that  it  was  not  an  earthly,  but  a  heavenly  king- 
dom which  they  expected,  which  would  not  appear  till  the 
end  of  the  world,  when  their  Lord  would  come  to  judge 
the  quick  and  the  dead,  and  to  render  to  every  man 
according  to  his  works.  Upon  which  Domitian  turned 
away,  and  disdained  any  further  conversation,  treating 
the  bre^thren  as  simpletons.  Thus  escaping  death,  they 
returned  in  safety  to  their  homes. 

After  Domitian  had  reigned  fifteen  years,  his  career  was 
cut  short  by  assassination,  and  the  senate,  loading  his 
memory  with  reproaches,  chose  the  gentle  Nerva  as  his 
successor. 

Nerva  immediately  revoked  the  persecuting  edicts  of 
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his  predecessor;  and  the  aged  Apostle,  leaving  Patmos, 
returned  to  his  beloved  flock  in  Ephesus  and  its  adjacent 
cities.  A  touching  story  of  this  latter  period  of  his  life 
is  recorded  by  Eusebius,  which  we  freely  render. 

.  "  When  the  tyrant  was  dead,  S.  John  came  from  the  Isle 
of  Patmos  to  Ephesus,  and  thence  he  was  wont  to  travel 
amongst  the  Gentiles  of  the  neighbouring  regions,  appoint- 
ing bishops  in  some  places,  and  founding  entirely  new 
Churches  in  others.  On  one  of  these  occasions,  when  he 
had  ordained  a  bishop,. he  was  struck  by  the  fine  stature, 
fair  countenance,  and  devout  bearing  of  a  youth  amongst 
the  brethren,  and  earnestly  commended  him  to  the  care  of 
the  bishop,  saying,  *  Him  I  commend  to  you  in  all  earnest- 
ness in  the  presence  of  the  Church  and  of  Christ*  The 
iHshop,  receiving  the  youth,  promised  to  be  to  him  all  that 
the  Apostle  could  desire,  and,  when  S.  John  was  gone, 
educated,  restrained,  cherished,  and  baptized  him;  after 
which  he  imhappily  relaxed  his  care  and  vigilance,  as  if 
all  were  safe.  But  certain  lewd  fellows  of  the  baser  sort 
attached  themselves  to  him,  and  led  him  first  to  dissolute 
and  expensive  entertainments ;  then  to  robbery,  that  they 
might  supply  the  means  for  this  indulgence ;  and  so  they 
went  on  together  from  crime  to  crime,  tiU  at  last  they  were 
forced  to  flee  the  city,  when  he  whom  the  Apostle  had 
loved,  surpassing  the  rest  in  violence  and  cruelty,  formed 
them  into  a  band  of  robbers,  and  became  their  captain 
and  the  terror  of  the  neighbouring  districts.  After  awhile 
S.  John  revisited  the  city,  and  when  he  had  appointed  and 
settled  those  matters  whereon  he  came,  he  said,  *  And  now, 
0  bishop,  return  me  tiie  deposit  which  has  been  committed 
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to  thee  by  Christ/  The  bishop  at  first  was  confounded ; 
but  when  the  Apostle,  persisting,  said,  ''  I  demand  the 
young  man  whose  soul  is  precious  as  that  of  a  brother,' 
the  bishop  replied,  'He  is  dead.'  *How  did  he  die?' 
replied  the  Apostle.  *  He  is  dead  to  God ;  he  has  forsaken 
the  Church,  and  become  a  robber  and  the  captain  of 
robbers.'  Whereupon  the  Apostle,  being  grieved,  rent  his 
clothes,  and  sorely  lamenting,  said,  *  0  careless  keeper,  to 
whom  I  committed  a  soul  for  whom  Christ  died,  let  a 
guide  who  knows  the  mountain  be  sought/  So  when 
neither  prayers  nor  tears  moved  him,  the  Apostle,  travel- 
ling with  his  guide  to  the  mountain,  fell  into  the  hands  of 
the  robbers,  to  whom  he  said,  *  Bring  me  to  your  captain ; 
for  this  purpose  have  I  come/  The  captain  in  the  mean- 
time stood  all  armed  to  receive  his  prisoner ;  but  when  he 
saw  and  knew  him,  he  attempted  to  flee.  *  Dost  thou  flee,' 
cried  the  Apostle,  '  from  me,  thy  aged  father  ?  How  wilt 
thou  flee  from  thy  Judge  at  the  last  day?  Willingly  would 
I  die  for  thee.  Stay ;  for  Christ  hath  sent  ma'  And  when 
he  had  heard  this,  the  young  man  stopped  with  downcast 
looks,  and,  throwing  away  his  weapons  wherein  he  trusted, 
wept  bitterly — ^baptized  a  second  time  with  his  own  tears, 
and  only  concealing  his  right  hand  wherewith  he  had 
wrought  wickedness.  But  the  Apostle  seizing  that  right 
hand  and  kissing  it,  as  cleansed  by  the  tears  of  repentance 
from  all  iniquity,  led  him  back  to  the  Church.  Neither 
did  he  leave  him  until  he  had  been  fully  forgiven  by  God 
and  man,  and  restored  to  the  communion  of  the  faithful — 
an  example  of  true  repentance — and  risen  from  the  death 
of  sin  to  the  life  of  righteousness/' 
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Such  is  this  touching  and  beautiful  legend  borrowed 
by  Eusebius  from  Clement  of  Alexandria.  It  is  a  fitting 
illustration  of  the  life  of  the  Apostle,  whose  eminent 
characteristic  was  love. 

When  at  length  he  was  manifestly  declining  in  bodily 
vigour,  his  disciples  besought  him  to  leave  behind  an  in- 
spired record  of  all  that  he  had  seen  and  heard  of  the 
Lord  of  Life,  in  addition  to  the  three  Gospels  they  already 
possessed.  There  was  indeed  much  necessity  that  the 
growth  of  error  should  thus  be  stopped  in  its  birth ;  for 
the  Gnostics,  waxing  bold,  denied  both  the  IncarnatioA 
and  the  Eesurrection,  while  they  yet  accepted  the  Lord  as 
a  divinely-inspired  Teacher ;  and  the  Docetae,  strangest  of 
heretics,  maintained  that  His  human  body  was  but  a 
phantom,  possessing  no  real  existence,  and  that  He  had 
only  seemed  to  eat,  drink,  and  perform  the  ordinary  func- 
tions of  human  life ;  hence  His  very  death  on  the  Cross 
had  only  been  a  mysterious  delusion.  When,  therefore,  all 
the  bishops  of  Asia  and  delegates  from  every  Church  be- 
sought S.  John  to  write  for  the  confirmation  of  the  faith 
and  the  confusion  of  heresy,  he  promised  to  comply,  direct- 
ing the  observance  of  a  solemn  fast  and  supplication  on  the 
part  of  the  Church  for  the  outpouring  of  the  Holy  Spirit 

This  desire  accomplished,  he  seized  his  pen,  and,  filled 
with  the  Holy  Ghost,  began  that  marvellous  commence- 
ment, "  In  the  beginning  was  the  Word." 

It  must  be  at  once  observed  how  completely  his  Gospel 
answers  the  heresies  to  which  we  have  aUuded,  by  its 
plain  teaching  upon  the  mysteries  of  the  Incarnation,  the 
Sacraments,  and  the  events  succeeding  that  Eesurrection 
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which  could  have  no  place  in  the  Gnostic  philosophy, 
since  they  looked  upon  matter  as  essentially  evil,  and 
death  as  the  eternal  emancipation  of  the  soul  from  its 
union  with  the  body. 

The  one  leading  idea  in  the  writings  of  S.  John  is 
iow,  and  it  was  the  central  point  of  all  his  teaching,  oral 
or  otherwise. 

Hence,  when  at  length,  after  he  had  attained  his  hun- 
dredth year,  his  strength  failed  him,  and  he  could  no  longer 
p^orm  his  functions  in  the  Church,  he  caused  himself  to 
he  ofien  borne  thither  on  a  litter,  and  delivered  the  short 
but  touching  discourse,  "  Little  children,  love  one  another." 

Hitherto  it  had  been  his  custom  to  minister,  as  an 
early  writer  informs  us,  robed  like  the  priests  of  the 
olden  dispensation,  with  the  mitre  on  his  head,  and 
the  inscription  on  the  plate  of  gold,  "Holiness  to  the 
Lord,"  thereby  indicating  clearly  that  the  whole  spiritual 
possessions  of  the  olden  covenant,  save  those  by  nature 
transitory,  had  fallen  to  the  inheritance  of  the  truer  Israel, 
the  Church  Catholic.  Ncm  others  led  the  services,  and 
offered  the  one  unbloody  sacrifice  of  the  new  law ;  for  the 
gentle  hand  of  death  was  upon  the  last  of  the  Apostolic 
band.  He  was  not  dismissed  by  rude  force,  as  his  brethren, 
to  join  his  Lord,  but  had  tarried  until  that  Lord  came  to 
bring  him  home  by  a  departure  so  gentle  that  it  hardly 
seemed  to  be  death,  but  only  the  embodiment  of  the 
touching  phrase,  "Sleep  in  Jesus."  And  it  is  hardly 
wonderful  that  many  could  not  believe  he  was  really  dead, 
but  circulated  the  wildest  legends  concerning  hin^  when 
he  had  long  joined  the  great  multitude  he  had  seen  from 

E 
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far-oflf  Patmos,  re-united  to  the  brethren  with  whom  he 
had  shared  the  sorrows  of  the  first  Good  Friday,  the  joys  of 
Easter  and  Ascension,  and  the  mighty  gifts  of  Pentecost 

Before  proceeding  further  in  our  narrative,  it  seems 
expedient  to  consider  briefly  the  manner  of  worship  and 
discipline  estabKshed  in  the  first  or  Apostolic  age.  Al- 
though the  Apostles  had  received  from  the  great  High 
Priest  in  person  the  commission  to  preach,  baptize,  celebrate 
the  Eucharist,  and  absolve  the  penitent,  yet  they  appear  to 
have  allowed  the  power  to  lie  dormant  until  it  had  received 
the  seal  of  the  Holy  Spirit  at  Pentecost. 

On  that  very  day  three  thousand  were  converted  and 
baptized ;  and  we  are  told  they  continued  steadfastly  in  the 
Apostles'  doctrine  and  fellowship,  in  the  breaking  of  bread, 
and  in  prayers. 

Thus  the  Apostles  supplied  by  oral  teaching  the  want  of 
the  written  word ;  for  no  book  of  the  New  Testament  was 
yet  in  being.  Thus  the  offering  of  the  Holy  Eucharist 
supplied  the  chief  act  and  centre  of  Divine  worship,  around 
which  other  devotional  services  indicated  by  the  word 
"  prayers  "  would  naturally  gather. 

The  mode  of  baptism  appears  to  have  been  generally  by 
immersion;  but  the  simpler  mode  of  pouring  water  upon 
the  head  was  in  frequent  use  from  the  beginning;  and  it 
would  seem  probable  that  in  such  cases  as  the  baptism  of 
three  thousand  in  one  day,  or  of  the  Philippian  gaoler  and 
his  household,  who  were  baptized  in  the  prison  by  their 
prisoners,  immersion  would  have  been  impracticable. 

The  subjects  of  baptism  were  necessarily  adults  in  the 
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first  instance ;  but  their  children,  who  had  been  partakers 
of  the  blessings  of  the  olden  covenant  from  infancy,  would 
naturally  be  admitted  to  a  corresponding  share  of  the 
blessings  of  the  new  covenant;  and  the  comprehensive 
phrase,  "whole  household,"  more  comprehensive  then  than 
now,  used  of  the  subjects  of  baptism,  suggests  the  ad- 
mission of  infants  to  the  rite.  Still,  we  are  not  left  to 
mere  probability  in  so  important  a  matter.  Not  only  does 
the  whole  analogy  between  the  two  covenants  irresistibly 
lead  us  to  the  conclusion,  that  as  infants  were  circumcised, 
so  were  they  baptized;  but  direct  primitive  testimony 
assures  us  that  in  the  days  of  Justin  Martyr  old  men 
were  stiU  living  who  had  been,  as  he  says,  "made  disciples 
unto  Ghnst  (i.e.  baptized)  in  their  infancy;"  that  is,  during 
the  lifetime  of  S.  John. 

The  Sacrament  of  Baptism  was  at  first  administered 
upon  a  simple  confession  of  faith,  such  as  that  made  by 
the  Ethiopian  eunuch,  or  the  Philippian  gaoler,  and  ad- 
ministered at  once  by  the  minister  by  whose  agency  the 
conversion  was  effected.  But  later  it  became  expedient 
to  allow  a  longer  period  of  probation,  during  which  the 
converts  were  called  catechumens,  and  the  ceremony  was 
generally  performed  in  the  presence  of  the  bishop.  Confir- 
mation by  the  imposition  of  hands,  accompanied  probably 
by  the  anointing  of  the  forehead  with  oil,  immediately 
followed. 

The  Holy  Eucharist  appears  to  have  been  celebrated  at 
least  each  Lord's  Day,  thence  called  "  The  day  of  bread." 
At  the  conclusion  of  certain  prayers,  oblations  of  bread 
and  wine  were  made  by  the  congregation,  and  a  portion 
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separated  for  the  communion.  This  was  consecrated  by 
the  bishop  alone,  the  people  replying  "Amen"  at  the 
close  of  the  prayer  of  consecration.  The  holy  feast  was 
then  distributed  by  the  deacons,  and  portions  of  the 
consecrated  elements  reserved  for  the  sick  or  for  prisoners 
to  whom  it  could  be  conveyed. 

The  primitive  simplicity,  with  which  the  Eucharist 
was  naturally  and  of  necessity  celebrated  in  the  earliest 
instances,  by  degrees  yielded  to  a  more  ornate  rendering, 
as  Christians  possessing  wealth  yielded  to  the  natural 
impulse  of  honouring  the  Lord  with  their  substance.  Pro- 
bably the  upper  chamber  wherein  they  had  received  the 
gift  of  the  Comforter  was  the  scene  of  the  earliest  Eucha- 
ristic  celebrations,  alluded  to  in  Acts  ii.  46,  wherein  they 
are  said  to  have  broken  bread,  "  Kar  oticw,"  "  at  home,"  as 
it  is  rendered  in  the  margin  of  our  English  translation. 
But  when  the  elaborate  system  of  the  Temple  ritual  was,  as 
we  have  seen,  finally  swept  away,  much  which  had  seemed 
peculiar  to  the  splendour  of  the  ancient  ritual  was  added 
to  the  ritual  of  Christian  worship.  The  form  of  the  Churches, 
which  we  shall  hereafter  consider  more  at  length,  corre- 
sponded closely  to  the  architectural  features  of  the  Temple, 
the  porch,  appropriated  to  the  unbaptized  and  penitents, 
to  the  court  of  the  Gentiles,  the  nave  to  the  court  of  the 
Jews,  and  the  choir,  separated  by  a  curtain,  and  containing 
the  altar,  to  the  Holy  of  Holies. 

It  is  impossible  to  tell  the  exact  degree  of  development 
these  principles  had  attained  at  the  death  of  S.  John; 
but  it  has  seemed  probable  to  many  writers,  that  as  the 
pattern  of  Jewish  worship  was  given  to  Moses  on  the 
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mount,  so  the  Christian  worship  found,  to  a  certain  degree, 
its  pattern  in  the  revelation  of  the  heavenly  worship 
vouchsafed  to  S.  John  in  Patmos.  Especially  the  Eucha- 
ristic  Hjonns  which  S.  John  then  heard,  the  Sanctus  of 
the  heavenly  choir.  Holy,  Holy,  Holy,  is  traceable  in  all 
the  variations  of  early  Christian  Liturgies. 

The  hour  of  the  celebration  of  the  Holy  Communion 
was,  it  would  appear,  originally  in  the  evening;  but 
this  arrangement  endured  but  for  a  short  time,  and  the 
hour  was  transferred  to  that  of  dawn,  with  the  obligation 
of  fasting  communion.  In  dealing  with  so  difficult  a 
question,  we  may  have  recourse  to  the  statements  of  S. 
Augustine,  to  whom  many  sources  of  information  must 
have  been  available,  now  hopelessly  lost.  He  tells  us  that 
although  the  Apostles  received  the  Holy  Conmiunion  in 
the*  evening,  when  they  were  not  fasting,  "yet  it  is  no 
subject  of  blame  if  the  whole  Chwrch  now  communicates 
fasting;"  for  they  were  guided  thus  by  the  Holy  Spirit,  to 
show  their  reverence  for  so  great  a  Sacrament.  He  adds 
that  our  Lord  instituted  the  Eucharist  as  His  last  earthly 
action  before  His  Passion,  the  better  to  convey  its  exceed- 
ing mystery  to  our  hearts ;  but  gave  no  order  as  to  the 
hour  when  it  should  thereafter  be  celebrated,  leaving  this 
to  His  Apostles,  His  ministers  upon  earth,  to  arrange.  S. 
Paul  possessed  this  authority,  and  after  giving  directions 
to  the  Corinthian  Church  in  rectification  of  the  errors 
to  which  evening  communions,  after  eiccess,  had  given 
rise,  he  intimated  his  intention  of  setting  the  rest  in  order  . 
when  he  came.  The  change  of  hour  observed  was  the 
result  of  S.  Paul's  regulations  upon  his  arrival  at  Corinth* 
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It  is  all  but  certain  that  the  change  was  universally 
accepted  before  S.  John's  departure  firom  earth.  The 
"AgapsB,"  or  love  feast,  which  had  preceded  the  celebra- 
tion at  Corinth,  was  a  common  meal,  which  rich  and  poor 
alike  shared.  When  the  change  in  the  hour  of  celebration 
took  place,  this  feast  appears  to  have  been  separated  from 
the  Eucharist,  and  to  have  been  still  observed  in  the  even- 
ing. Such  is  the  state  of  things  described  by  Pliny  as 
existing  within  a  few  years  of  the  Apostolic  era,  in  a  letter 
we  shall  presently  have  occasion  to  quote  at  length. 

Those  who  were  dangerously  ill  universally  appear  to 
have  followed  the  directions  of  the  Apostle  S.  James,  and 
after  sending  for  the  presbyters  of  the  Church,  and  con- 
fessing their  sins,  they  were  by  them  commended  to  the 
Divine  mercy,  and  anointed  with  oil.  The  learned  and 
candid  Mosheim  observes  that,  although  this  custom  is 
rarely  mentioned  by  ancient  writers,  yet  there  can  be  no 
doubt  of  its  universal  observance. 

All  Churches  appear  to  have  been  unanimous  in  the 
observance  of  the  Lord's  Day  by  abstinence  from  servile 
work,  and  attendance  at  public  worship,  especially  at 
the  celebration  of  the  Holy  Communion ;  but  the  Jewish 
Christians  still  observed  the  Sabbath  in  addition  to  the 
Sunday.  It  appears  also  that  Easter  and  Whitsuntide 
were,  even  in  the  Apostolic  age,  universcdly  observed  by 
Christians;  and  there  is  much  reason  for  supposing  that 
Wednesday  and  Friday  in  each  week  were  observed  as 
.  fasts,  in  memory  of  our  Lord's  betrayal  and  crucifixion. 

The  constitution  of  the  Christian  Church  was  from  the 
first  essentially  the  same  as  now. 
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In  the  Apostolic  times  we  find  these  three  orders :  (1) 
Apostles ;  (2)  Bishops,  presbyters,  or  elders ;  (3)  Deacons. 

When  in  the  providence  of  God  all  the  Apostles, 
save  S.  John,  were  removed  from  the  world,  it  was  left, 
as  we  have  already  seen,  to  his  charge  to  organize  the 
Church ;  and  thus  the  threefold  ministry  was  established, 
as  a  reference  to  the  writings  of  his  disciple,  S.  Ignatius, 
would  lead  us  to  infer.  To  the  first  order,  as  we  have 
already  seen  in  the  case  of  Timothy  and  Titus,  were  com- 
mitted all  the  Apostolic  prerogatives  which  were  destined 
to  be  permanent,  the  power  of  transmitting  the  gift  be- 
stowed upon  them  by  the  laying  on  of  hands,  and  of 
ruling  the  Churches. 

But,  as  early  writers  inform  us,  the  successors  of  the 
Apostles,  naturally  hesitating  to  take  upon  themselves  the 
higher  title  of  "Apostle,"  chose  that  of  bishop  or  overseer, 
leaving  the  title  of  presbyter  or  priest  to  the  second  order. 
The  order  of  deacons  remained  unchanged  in  designation. 

Thus  there  were  still  the  three  orders :  (1)  Bishops ; 
(2)  Presbyters,  elders,  or  priests ;  (3)  Deacons.  S.  Ignatius 
bids  those  to  whom  he  writes,  "  Submit  yourselves  to  the 
bishops,  priests,  and  deacons,  without  which  three  orders 
there  is  no  Church." 

This  decisive  testimony  occurs  within  seven  years  of 
the  death  of  S.  John. 


CHAPTER  III. 

CHRISTIANITY  UNDER  TRAJAN. 

A.D.  98-117. 

nnHE  Church  had  now  fully  emerged  from  the  S5ma- 
gogue,  and  the  Catholic  Faith  was  emancipated  from 
the  shackles  of  the  Mosaic  dispensation,  which  it  had 
superseded. 

Nevertheless  the  Jewish  Christians,  who  had  found 
refuge  in  PeUa  during  the  siege,  clung  fondly  to  their 
ancestral  rites  and  usages;  and,  under  the  name  of  the 
Church  of  Jerusalem,  retained  such  portions  of  Jewish 
discipline  and  ceremonial  as  could  be  in  any  wise  incor- 
porated with  Christian  worship.  Their  bishop  was  of  the 
circumcision,  and  while  they  lived  in  unity  with  their 
Gentile  brethren,  their  peculiar  worship  and  customs  con- 
tinued to  distinguish  them  until  the  close  of  the  period 
embraced  in  this  chapter. 

The  transition  was  a  slow  one,  in  mercy  to  those  whose 
hearts  clung  lovingly  to  the  religion  God  Himself  had 
given  to  their  fathers — a  religion  identified  with  such 
glorious  memories  and  traditions.  But  the  majority  of 
those  Jews  who  had  survived  the  horrors  of  the  last  days 
of  Jerusalem  still  refused  to  see  the  Hand  of  God  in  all 


this,  and  prrswring  m  dfeor  wnbelMl  xvt  kvbul  vnK  9dl 
aimeftr  for  tbe  ftdhr»it  of  die  M«ssnk 

Bat  the  ditti^  m  did  p»iCH«i  of  lhi»  CliigoKli  Kdl 
Ixoo^  ho-  &oe  to  &oe  vith  m  mighiMr  «nd  iwMar  &^i^— 
die  PiBgviisiii  iriiich  OToq^Kad  die  ^riMk  Midi  wiih  il$ 
bal^ol  shadow. 

The  polknr  of  Bonn  had  been  to  tolentle  all  uaiional 
leligiona.  Despising  Judaism,  she  yet  (»idQied  it ;  and  the 
great  Angostus  conxksoended  to  roquest  that  $aotitic^ 
might  be  oflbred  on  his  behalf  in  the  l>unple  at  Jeiu$alem. 

Bat  the  new  religion  was  not  a  national  one,  ami  Uu^re^ 
fore  had  no  claim  to  toleration.  It  appealed  to  all  i\Atiou^ 
and  it  became  manifest  at  onoe  to  all  the  vi>tari^v»  t^ 
Paganism  that  it  most  be  crushed  or  wa^ld  oruslu 

For  it  was  not  content  to  exist  side  by  side  wiUi  orror« 
It  was  not  content  when  Tiberius  proposed  to  ph\ci>  Uie 
statue  of  Christ  side  by  side  wiUi  those  of  oilier  ^hIa, 
light  had  no  concord  with  darkness — Christ  witli  liolial 
It  would  not  tolerate,  and  therefore  was  not  toloratoil. 

Had  Christianity  been  the  colourless  religion  which 
modern  thought  would  sometimes  render  it,  it  xuuhI  have 
perished.  Utterly  wanting  in  zeal  and  entlmsiaam ;  roady 
to  eat  of  the  table  of  the  Lord  or  the  table  of  (IovIIn,  to 
drink  the  cup  of  the  Lord  or  the  cup  of  dovilH,  it  woiUd 
have  lost  all  its  power ;  but  confident  tliat  it,  and  ii  only, 
was  of  God,  it  went  forth  in  suffering,  coiuiueriuK  and  to 
conquer :  "  Sanguis  martyrum,  semen  ecclesioi/' 

It  was  universally  believed  in  the  Early  Churcli  timt 
the  Pagan  deities  were  not  simply  creatures  of  the  imagi- 
nation, but  that  the  evil  spirits  had  taken  to  tlicinMelveM 
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the  attributes  of  Jupiter,  Mars,  Venus,  Bacchus,  or  the 
like,  and  as  such  sought  to  rob  God  of  the  adoration  of 
His  creatures,  and  to  lure  mankind  to  perdition. 

Therefore  any  act  of  compliance  with  the  popular  wor- 
ship became  an  act  of  utter  sacrilege.  And,  alas !  it  was 
very  hard  to  avoid  such  acts ;  for  they  not  only  formed  the 
temple  worship,  but  were  incorporated  into  the  oommon 
etiquette  of  society,  and  the  ordinary  actions  of  each  day. 

Thus  the  transactions  of  peace  and  war,  the  public 
spectacles,  civic  ceremonial,  convivial  entertainments,  the 
salutations  of  friends,  the  courtesies  of  life,  marriage, 
burial,  trade,  commerce,  were  all  identified  more  or  less 
with  the  rites  of  Pagan  superstition ;  and  a  Christian 
imable  to  comply  with  them  became  an  outcast  from 
his  family  and  Mends — whom  he  v  must  desert  alike  in 
the  bridal  hour  or  the  last  sad  moments  of  mortality. 

Even  the  arts  of  music,  painting,  and  poetry  were 
similarly  defiled.  Paganism  is  now  dead — ^at  least  the 
Paganism  of  civilized  Bome  and  Greece  ;  and  no  one 
anticipates  danger  from  the  recital  or  perusal  of  the  Latin 
or  Greek  classics.  It  was  diiferent  then,  when  the  allu- 
sions to  the  false  gods  spoke  of  living  superstitions,  and 
the  romantic  mythology,  celebrated  by  the  genius  of  the 
poets,  was  to  the  Christian  but  the  praise  and  the  invo- 
cation of  demons. 

Forced,  therefore,  to  tear  themselves  from  the  society 
of  their  relations  and  equals ;  forced  to  absent  themselves 
from  civic  rites  or  military  service ;  forced  to  shun  those 
dear  to  them  in  the  tenderest  moments,  when  human  joy 
or  affliction  called  for  sympathy,  it  is  not  wonderful  that 
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the  Christians  are  described  by  Tacitus  and  others  as  men 
who,  by  their  hatred  of  their  fellow-creatures,  merited  the 
severest  punishment. 

But  there  was  yet  another  reason  which  provoked  men, 
otherwise  merciful,  such  as  Trajan  or  Hadrian,  to  persecute 
Christianity. 

It  fell  under  the  laws  against  secret  societies.  It  ac- 
knowledged authorities  unknown  to  the  state ;  it  professed 
allegiance  to  another  kingdom,  and  men  did  not  always 
realize  the  force  of  the  words,  "My  kingdom  is  not  of 
this  world."  A  combination  extending  fipom  Britain  to 
Mesopotamia  was  one  which  augured  ill,  so  they  thought, 
for  the  Eoman  government  and  laws,  especially  since  it 
was  one  whose  spirit  they  could  not  fathom,  save  that  they 
knew  it  inspired  indomitable  courage  and  contempt  of 
death.  It  was  always  the  policy  of  Borne  to  separate  the 
tributary  coiintries  from  each  other,  to  prevent  the  for- 
mation of  any  bonds  of  union  between  them,  lest  they 
should  learn  to  combing  for  mutual  protection.  Chris- 
tianity appeared  such  a  bond  of  union,  and  as  such  was. 
proscribed. 

Again,  there  were  certain  mysteries  amongst  the  Chris- 
tians which  were  carefully  preserved  from  the  world,  lest 
the  heathen  should  find  the  means  to  outrage  the  holiest 
rites.  The  doctrine  and  the  ceremonial  attending  the 
Holy  Eucharist  was  thus  carefully  veiled ;  and  the  multi- 
tude, always  suspecting  crime  where  there  is  secrecy, 
spread  rumours  of  Thyestean  banquets,  and  attributed 
cannibalism  in:  its  most  revolting  forms  to  the  followers 
of  the  despised  fSedth. 
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Thus  the  straggle  which  we  are  about  to  relate  com- 
meuced.  Its  first  outbreaks,  indeed,  we  have  already 
described — the  persecutions  under  Nero  and  Domitian. 

The  persecuting  legislation  of  Nero  was  preserved,  as 
Tertullian  informs  us,  when  his  other  legislation  was 
repealed;  and  although  the  acts  passed  at  this  and  sub- 
sequent periods  were  not  always  enforced,  yet  it  was  in 
the  power  of  the  authorities  to  put  them  in  operation. 
The  test  of  a  true  citizen  was  his  willingness  to  observe 
the  sacrificial  rites  commanded  by  the  state.  It  was  for 
refusing  to  perform  these,  even  to  the  extent  of  casting 
a  few  grains  of  incense  on  the  sacrificial  fire,  that  the 
Christians  suffered. 

There  are  commonly  said  to  have  been  ten  great  perse- 
cutions, and  they  are  differently  enumerated  by  different 
writers.  Perhaps  it  would  be  more  correct  to  say  that 
there  were  ten  periods  when  the  tide  of  persecution 
reached  its  height;  for  the  first  three  centuries  formed 
one  long  period  of  persecution,  during  which  the  liberty 
or  life  of  a  Christian  was  always  at  the  mercy  of  the 
law.  Mosheim  observes  that  the  number  ten  was  probably 
adopted  by  historians  of  the  fifth  century,  owing  to  the 
language  of  the  seventeenth  chapter  of  the  Apocalypse, 
wherein  it  appears  to  be  indicated  that  ten  grievous  cala- 
mities should  befall  the  Church,  and  that  the  history  was 
accommodated  to  the  theory.  There  were,  he  observes, 
less  than  ten  if  we  reckon  only  the  umversal  persecutions ; 
whUe,  if  we  reckon  all  the  local  and  jyrovincial  ones,  they 
far  exceed  that  number. 

The  chief  scene  of  the  sufferings  of  the  Christians  in 
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Borne  was  the  famoiis  Amphitheatre,  known  as  the  Colos- 
seum, which  still  survives  as  the  mightiest  ruin  of  the 
imperial  city,  hallowed  by  the  blood  of  the  martyrs,  and 
thereby  preserved  from  destruction. 

This  mighty  pile  was  commenced  by  Vespasian  two 
years  after  the  capture  of  Jerusalem,  and  it  is  said  to  have 
employed  thirty  thousand  workmen,  chiefly  captive  Jews, 
for  the  space  of  eight  years,  imtil  its  dedication  by  Titus, 
under  the  name  of  the  "Flavian  Amphitheatre,"  about 
A.i>.  80.  Its  form  was  elliptical,  the  greater  diameter 
being  620  feet  in  length,  the  lesser  513,  and  the  space 
enclosed  about  six  English  acres.  Raised  on  eighty  im- 
mense arches,  it  rose  to  the  height  of  nearly  two  hundred 
feet,  and  seats  were  provided  for  nearly  one  hundred 
thousand  spectators. 

Once  it  was  lavishly  adorned  with  gold  and  marble ;  and 
now,  stem  and  grand  in  its  decay,  it  inspires  the  spectator 
with  an  indefinable  awe  as  he  stands  where  stood  the 
martyr,  and  beholds  the  yawning  openings  where  once  the 
wild  beast  bounded  forth  to  seek  his  devoted  prey,  or  raises 
his  eyes  to  the  vacant  tiers  of  seats  once  filled  with  the 
maddened  crowd,  eager  for  blood,  who  have  so  long  since 
followed  their  victims  to  the  Judge. 

Here  the  bloody  sports  in  which  the  Roman  populace 
delighted  were  carried  to  their  fullest  extent ;  here  Titus, 
on  the  day  of  dedication,  exhibited  for  slaughter  no  fewer 
than  5,000  wild  beasts ;  and  at  the  triumph  of  Trajan  over 
the  Dacian  no  less  than  10,000  gladiators  contended,  so 
that  the  terrible  loss  of  life  caused  a  contempoi*aneous 
author  to  declare  that  no  war  ever  inflicted  such  devasta- 
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tion  on  the  human  race  as  these  cruel  sports  and  pcustimes. 
Blood  seemed  the  only  stimulant  which  could  rouse  the 
jaded  appetites  of  the  populace,  and  give  zest  to  their 
pleasures. 

Here  on  this  and  similar  spots,  desecrated  by  human 
slaughter,  the  scene  of  the  darkest  and  most  Inhuman 
passions  and  vices,  the  battle  of  the  Gross  was  fought  and 
won:  "the  blood  of  the  martyrs  was  the  seed  of  the 
Church."  It  is  now  supposed  that  the  great  architect  who 
designed  the  stupendous  pile,  becoming  a  Christian,  was 
amongst  the  earliest  victims  who  suffered  for  Christ  within 
its  walls.  No  contemporary  mentions  the  fact,  and  the 
name  of  the  great  designer  seemed  hopelessly  lost ;  but  a 
recent  discovery  in  the  catacombs,  where,  amid  silence  and 
darkness,  the  faithful  entombed  their  martyred  brethren, 
brought  to  light  a  sepulchral  stone,  bearing  the  martyr's 
cross  and  palm,  while  a  rough  inscription  announced  that 
the  victim  was  Gaudentius,  and  that  he  built  the  Flavian 
Amphitheatre.* 

The  catacombs  to  which  we  have  just  alluded  were 
galleries,  eight  feet  in  average  height,  and  from  three  to 
five  feet  in  width,  leading  out  of  the  arenaria  or  sandpits, 
whence  the  material  used  in  making  Boman  cement  was 
excavated.  Driven  from  the  light  of  day  by  cruel  perse- 
cution, the  Christians  of  the  imperial  city  had  b^un,  at 
the  date  of  which  we  are  now  writing,  to  make  use  of 
these  galleries  for  the  burial  of  their  dead  (for  they  had 
utterly  discontinued  the  heathen  practice  of  burning  the 
bodies),  and  eventually  they  made  use  of  them  for  pur- 

♦  See  Note  B. 
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pose  of  worsliip.  The  earliest  dates  found  in  these  sub- 
terranean chambers,  which  contain  nearly  800  miles  of 
galleries,  carry  us  back  to  the  days  of  Vespasian  (as  in 
the  case  of  (raudentius),  and  the  galleries  contain  six  or 
seven  millions  of  niches  excavated  in  the  sandstone,  where 
the  Christian  dead  were  buried,  and  the  excavations  closed 
with  slabs.  In  times  of  fierce  persecution,  as  we  shall 
frequently  observe,  the  bishops  of  Bome  and  their  flocks 
retired  to  these  underground  regions,  where,  in  churches 
excavated  for  the  purpose,  they  celebrated  the  Holy 
Mysteries,  and  committed  the  mangled  relics  of  their  hal- 
lowed dead  to  rest,  sometimes  marking  the  spot  only  by 
the  emblems  of  martyrdom,  sometimes  by  the  touching 
inscription,  "  Mayst  thou  rest  in  peace  and  pray  for  us." 

Such  was  the  aspect  Christianity  bore  in  the  capital  of 
the  heathen  world  at  the  commencement  of  the  dread 
struggle  of  three  centuries. 

Nerva  died  in  January,  a.d.  98,  and  left  the  imperial 
throne  to  the  great  Trajan,  a  wise  and  merciful  ruler,  yet 
one  who  felt  it  his  stem  duty  to  put  in  force  the  laws 
against  Christians,  as  men  dangerous  to  the  peace  of  the 
stat€. 

His  famous  correspondence  with  Pliny,  governor  of 
Bithynia,  and  son  of  the  great  naturalist  who  perished  in 
the  first  recorded  eruption  of  Vesuvius,  deserves  close 
attention. 

Pliny  wrote  complaining  that  the  temples  and  altars  in 
his  province  were  deserted,  that  the  contagion  of  Chris- 
tianity had  seized  whole  multitudes  of  all  ranks  and  ages. 
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and  that  he  was  at  a  loss  how  to  act.  He  had  thought 
that  the  inflexible  obstinacy  with  which  the  Christians 
refused  to  conform  to  the  legal  rites  deserved  punishment; 
but  although  he  had  examined  two  deaconesses  by  torture, 
he  had  discovered  nothing  beyond  a  bad  and  excessive 
superstition. 

"  They  confessed  that  their  whole  error  was,  that  they 
were  wont  to  meet  together  on  a  stated  day,  before  it  was 
light,  to  sing  hymns  to  Christ  as  God,  and  bind  themselves 
by  an  oath  (sacramentum)  to  abstain  from  the  commission 
of  any  wickedness." 

He  continues :  "  Many  of  all  ages,  and  of  every  rank, 
of  both  sexes,  are  accused,  and  will  be  accused.  Nor  has 
the  contagion  of  this  superstition  seized  cities  only,  but 
the  smaller  towns  also,  and  the  open  country." 

Yet  he  appeared  to  think  that  severity  would  check  what 
he  considered  a  growing  evil,  and  asked  permission  of  the 
Emperor  to  pardon  all  such  as  would  confess  their  error. 

Trajan  replied  much  as  follows — 

"  You  have  taken  the  right  method,  my  Pliny,  in  your 
proceedings  with  the  Christians.  They  are  not  to  be 
sought  for.  If  any  are  brought  before  you,  and  con- 
victed, they  ought  to  be  punished.  However,  let  him  that 
denies  that  he  is  a  Christian,  and  consents  to  worship 
our  gods,  be  pardoned,  even  though  it  is  evident  he  has 
been  one  formerly.  But  in  no  case  receive  anonymous 
information." 

Such  is  an  epitome  of  Trajan's  reply,  and  it  marks 
well  the  position  the  hdter  emperors  took  with  regard  to 
Christianity. 
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But  Trajan  had  strictly  revived  all  the  laws  against 
secret  societies.  So  fearful  indeed  was  he  of  anything  like 
combination,  that  he  even  prohibited  the  incorporation  of 
engineers  to  form  a  fire-brigade,  lest,  as  he  said  to  Pliny, 
it  should  lead  to  factions.  It  may  easily  be  judged  how 
he  would  regard  the  proposed  formation  of  a  universal 
brotherhood,  such  as  the  Church  Catholic. 

The  most  notable  martyr  of  the  time  was  Ignatius, 
Bishop  of  Antioch,  who  is  supposed  by  many  to  have  been 
the  little  child  whom  our  Lord  set  in  the  midst  of  the 
disciples,  and  who  was  afterwards  the  especial  follower  of 
S.  John. 

Passing  through  Antioch  in  the  year  107,  on  his  road 
eastward,  Trajan  ordered  the  aged  bishop  to  be  brought 
before  him. 

The  old  man  was  commonly  called  Theophorus,  or  the 
god-bearer,  as  if  in  literal  commemoration  of  the  words, 
**I  live,  yet  not  I,  but  Christ  liveth  in  me;"  for  the 
sacramental  incorporation  of  the  elect  with  their  risen 
Lord  in  His  Mystical  Body  was  the  very  keystone  of  early 
Christian  theology. 

"  Who  is  Theophorus  ? "  asked  the  emperor. 

"  One  who  bears  Christ  within  him,"  was  the  reply. 

"  May  I  not  say  I  bear  our  gods  within  me,  since  they 
aid  me  to  overcome  my  enemies  ? " 

"Alas,  there  is  but  one  God,  Who  made  heaven  and 
earth ;  and  one  Lord  Jesus  Christ,  His  only  begotten  Son, 
Whom  He  has  sent." 

"Do  you  then  carry  Him  within  you.  Who  suffered 

under  Pontius  Pilate  ? " 

F 


66  CHRISTIANITY  UNDER   TRAJAN 

"  Verily,  and  indeed ;  for  it  is  written,  *  I  will  dwell  in 
them,  and  walk  in  them/  " 

"  Let  Theophorus,  who  says  he  carries  the  crucified  One 
within  him,  be  thrown  to  the  beasts  at  Eome,  for  the 
entertainment  of  the  people." 

"  I  thank  Thee,  O  God,"  replied  the  Saint,  "  that  Thou 
hast  thought  me  worthy,  like  the  blessed  Paul,  to  glorify 
Thee  by  my  death." 

He  was  committed,  by  the  decree  of  Trajan,  to  a  guard 
of  ten  soldiers,  who  were  charged  to  guard  him  safely  to 
Eome,  where  he  was  to  be  exposed  to  beasts  in  the  CJolos- 
seum.  Upon  their  journey,  owing  to  his  weakness,  they 
rested  at  many  cities ;  especially  he  abode  many  days  at 
Smyrna,  with  S.  Polycarp,  and  thence  he  wrote  epistles  to 
various  Churches,  in  which  he  exhorted  them,  amongst 
other  things,  to  abide  in  obedience  to  the  ministry  God 
had  appointed — "  the  Bishops,  Priests,  and  Deacons,  with- 
out which  three  orders  there  is  no  Church," — and  bade 
them  avoid  the  heretics,  who  abstained  from  the  Eucha- 
rist, as  hot  confessing  It  to  be  "  the  very  Flesh  and  Blood 
of  the  Incarnate  Son  of  God." 

But  the  most  touching  portion  of  his  epistles  occurs  in 
that  addressed  to  the  Eomans,  in  which  he  beseeches  them 
not  to  strive  to  avert  his  approaching  martyrdom. 

"  I  write  (he  says)  to  all  the  Churches,  telling  them  that 
I  shall  willingly  suffer  for  Christ,  if  ye  hinder  me  not. 
Suffer  me  to  be  food  for  the  wild  beaste,  since  by  them  I 
shall  attain  unto  God ;  for  I  am  His  wheat,  and,  ground 
by  the  teeth  of  wild  beasts,  shall  be  found  the  pure  bread 
of  Christ.     Therefore  encourage  the  beasts  that  they  may 
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become  my  sepulchre,  and  this  mortal  flesh  be  not  a  bur- 
den to  you;  for  then  shall  I  indeed  be  the  disciple  of 
Jesus  Christ,  when  the  world  shall  see  not  my  body. 

"  From  Syria  even  to  Eome  I  fi^t  with  beasts  by -night 
and  day,  being  bound  to  ten  leopards,  that  is  to  say,  to 
a  band  of  ten  soldiers,  who,  although  kindly  entreated, 
are  yet  none  the  better,  but  rather  the  worse ;  yet  these 
afflictions  instruct  me,  while  I  am  not  justified  by  them. 
Fain  would  I  delight  in  the  wild  beasts  prepared  for  me. 
I  pray  they  may  devour  me  speedily,  and  not  spare  me 
as  they  have  sometimes  spared  others.  Pardon  me  this 
desire.  I  know  that  it  is  for  my  profit.  Let  fire,  the  cross, 
the  wild  beasts,  broken  bones,  lacerated  members,  shattered 
limbs,  and  aU  the  wicked  afflictions,  which  the  devil  doth 
inflict,  come  upon  me.    I  count  all  as  nought  that  I 

may  win  Christ I  seek  Him  Who  died  for  me ;  yea. 

Who  rose  again.  He  is  my  desire,  the  eternal  reward  laid 
up  in  the  heavens.  For  although  I  write  this  living,  yet 
my  desire  is  but  to  die.  Jesus,  my  Love,  is  crucified,  and 
the  fire  that  bumeth  within  me,  not  being  quenched  by 
floods  of  tribulation,  biddeth  me  come  to  Him." 

Such  are  some  of  the  expressions  in  this  remarkable 
epistle,  wjierein  we  perceive  with  what  vivid  hope  and 
enthusiastic  love  the  early  martyrs  sought  to  glorify  their 
Lord  by  their  deaths,  and  why  their  examples  proved  so 
efifectual  in  the  conversion  of  souls. 

Leaving  Smyrna  shortly  afterwards,  the  Saint  resumed 
his  journey,  travelling  by  ship  to  Troas,  whence  he  wrote 
an  epistle  to  the  Church  of  the  Philadelphians,  and  a  last 
farewell  to  Polycarp.    They  were  called  hastily  to  embark 
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again  for  Neapolis;  for  the  great  Soman  festival  of  the 
Saturnalia  was  approaching,  and  victims  were  needed  for  the 
beasts.  Landing  at  Neapolis,  they  continued  their  journey 
on  foot,  passing  throu^  Philippi,  where  the  Church  re- 
ceived the  disciple  of  S.  John  with  much  affection.  They 
toiled  along  the  great  Eoman  road  until  they  arrived  at 
Epidamnus,  or  Dyrrachium,  on  the  opposite  coast,  whence 
they  again  took  ship. 

Passing  Puteoli,  to  the  sorrow  of  S.  Ignatius,  who 
longed  to  tread  in  the  very  footsteps  of  S.  Paul,  they 
landed  at  Ostia,  where  a  number  of  the  faithful  came  to 
meet  him,  and  to  welcome  him  with  sorrowful  joy. 

It  was  the  last  day  of  the  Saturnalia,  and  the  guards 
hurried  their  prisoner  along  the  eighteen  miles  of  well- 
paved  road  which  lay  between  them  and  their  destination, 
the  Colosseum. 

The  whole  city  was  given  up  to  license  as  they  entered 
it ;  for  it  was  a  day  which  bore  much  resemblance  in  its 
observances  to  the  modem  Carnival  in  the  same  city ;  and 
through  streets  lined  with  booths,  through  comic  enter- 
tainments, and  crowds  of  revellers,  they  drew  nearer  to 
the  common  source  of  attraction,  the  Amphitheatre.  The 
victim  appeared  to  be  full  of  joy,  his  eager  soul  seemed 
already  to  grasp  the  crown,  and  as  he  pressed  through  the 
loud  and  dissolute  tumult  of  Eome,  he  seemed  already  to 
tread  the  streets  of  the  New  Jerusalem. 

But  the  end  was  not  yet.  They  passed  the  huge 
colossal  statue  from  which  the  Colosseum  derived  its 
name,  and  stood  before  one  of  the  low  dark  entrances, 
where  the  victims  were  wont  to  enter  to  return  no  more. 
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Here  the  brethren  sought  and  obtained  his  parting  bless- 
ing, and  hastened  to  seek  the  places  to  which  their 
respective  ranks  entitled  them,  that  they  might  witness 
his  good  confession,  and  nerve  themselves  in  case  a  similar 
hour  awaited  them.  It  was  not  a  time  for  yielding  to  the 
shrinking  nerve,  or  quaking  at  death's  alarms. 

A  dead  calm  came  over  the  immense  multitude,  suc- 
ceeding a  roar,  like  that  of  thunder,  from  one  hundred 
thousand  voices,  as  the  aged  saint  stood  calmly  in  the 
centre  of  the  arena,  while  the  prefect  read  the  sentence, 
and  the  attendants  covered  the  recent  blood  stains  with 
fresh  sand.  In  the  stillness,  the  roaring  of  the  wild  beasts, 
eager  for  their  prey,  could  be  distinctly  heard,  but  it  had 
no  terrors  for  the  victim.  Every  eye  was  fixed  upon  him, 
when  the  iron  gates  of  a  den  rolled  beick,  and  two  hungry 
lions  rushed  upon  him.  One  minute  and  he  was  for  ever 
with  the  Lord.  They  found  only  a  few  of  the  larger  bones, 
which  the  faithful  succeeded  in  obtaining. 

When  night  crept  over  the  city,  and  the  moon  shone 
upon  the  hallowed  arena,  three  of  the  brethren  entered 
the  silent  pile,  now  no  longer  echoing  with  the  shouts  of 
the  maddened  multitude.  Spreading  a  napkin,  they  ga- 
thered together  the  blood-stained  sand,  with  the  bones,  and 
bore  them  to  the  villa  of  Clement,  one  of  the  Flavian 
family,  and  now  the  third  Bishop  of  Rome  in  succession 
from  S.  Peter.  There  they  deposited  the  precious  relics 
in  one  of  the  largest  rooms,  and  many  of  the  brethren 
passed  the  night  around  them  in  prayer.  The  sequel  shall 
be  told  in  their  own  words. 

"Now  these  things  took  place  on  the  twentieth  of 
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December.  Having,  therefore,  ourselves  seen  them  as  eye- 
witnesses, we  spent  the  whole  night  within  the  house  in 
tears,  entrekting  the  Lord,  our  knees  bent  in  prayer,  to  give 
us,  His  frail  children,  full  assurance  that  His  mercy  over- 
ruled all  that  was  done,  when  a  gentle  sleep  seemed  to 
steal  over  us,  and  suddenly  we  saw  the  holy  Martyr,  who 
lovingly  embraced  us.  He  seemed  to  stretch  his  hands  as 
in  prayer  for  us,  while  he  was  covered  with  sweat  like  one 
just  come  from  a  mighty  conflict,  and  then  he  passed  away 
into  the  glory  of  the  Lord,  there  for  ever  to  abide." 

His  hallowed  remains  were  removed  to  Antioch,  to  rest 
amongst  the  flock  he  had  loved;  but  when  the  tide  of 
Saracen  conquest  reached  that  fated  city,  they  were  again 
brought  back  to  Eome,  to  repose  beneath  the  altar  of  the 
Church  of  S.  Clement,  which  occupied  the  site  of  the  villa 
of  that  bishop,  with  its  original  oratory.* 

Meanwhile  Trajan  pursued  his  course  with  a  large  army 
to  attack  the  Parthians,  who  were  the  successors  of  the 
ancient  Persians,  and  the  greatest  foes  of  the  Boman 
empire  in  the  East. 

Many  of  the  Jews,  who  had  escaped  the  henrors  of  the 
great  war,  had  settled  amongst  the  Parthians,  imder  whom 
they  enjoyed  protection.  Babylon  on  the  Euphrates, 
Ctesiphon  and  Seleucia  on  opposite  sides  of  the  Tigris, 
were  their  chosen  places  of  exile,  as  they  had  been  those 
of  their  worthier  forefathers  nearly  six  centuries  earlier; 
and  many  of  them  built  their  hopes  upon  the  Parthian 
monarchy,  hoping  that,  by  its  aid,  they  might  even  rebuild 
Jerusalem  and  defy  Eome. 

♦  See  Note  C. 
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But  such  visionary  hopes  were  doomed  to  bitter  dis- 
appointment. Trajan  was  everywhere  victorious,  and 
returned  to  Eome  for  a  short  time,  where  he  triumphed 
under  the  name ''  Parthicus."  Armenia  was  annexed  to  his 
dominions,  and  the  regions  of  Meaopotamia,  between  the 
Euphrates  and  Tigris,  acknowledged  his  authority.  NisibiS 
was  taken  by  him,  and  became  an  important  Eoman 
garrison,  afterwards  famous  in  ecclesiastical  history. 

Thus  the  Jews  were  bereft  of  their  last  hope  of  national 
restoration,  and,  in  their  despair,  broke  into  open  revolt 
in  many  parts  of  the  empire,  especially  in  Egypt,  Cyprus, 
and  Gyrene.  At  the  foot  of  Mount  Casius  they  destroyed 
a  shrine,  erected  to  the  memory  of  Pompey  (who  had  first 
subjugated  them)  with,  every  mark  of  hatred,  and  are  said 
to  have  inflicted  great  barbarities  on  the  Gentiles  who  fell 
into  their  power. 

Trajan  subdued  them;  but  it  was  but  an  apparent 
tranquillity  that  followed,  destined  to  be  followed  by  a 
far  fiercer  outbreak. 

r 

But  this  rebellion  caused  the  aiithorities  to  turn  their 
attention  towards  the  Christian  Jews,  especially  as  it  was 
well  known  that  their  aged  bishop,  Symeon,  the  son  of 
Cleophas,  was  a  lineal  descendant  of  the  royal  line  of 
David,  and  a  kinsman  of  Christ  according  to  the  flesh. 

He  was  no  less  than  one  hundred  and  twenty  years  of 
age,  when  he  was  arrested,  and  the  merciless  judges  caused 
him  to  be  most  severely  tormented  for  several  days.  He 
bore  his  cruel  sufferings  with  such  firmness,  that  all  were 
amazed,  even  the  presiding  magistrate  expressing  his  sur- 
prise that  a  Mme  so  aged  could  thus  endure. 
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At  length,  weary  of  tormenting  him,  they  ordered  him 
to  be  crucified,  and  thus  he  was  permitted  to  follow  his 
Lord. 

Troubles  broke  out  again  in  the  East,  and  Trajan  was 
called  upon  to  return  thither  in  haste.  Again  successful, 
he  entered  Babylon,  Seleucia,  and  Ctesiphon  in  triumph, 
formed  the  conquered  countries  into  the  provinces  of 
Assyria  and  Mesopotamia,  and,  filled  with  an  ambition  to 
equal  the  great  Alexander,  sailed  down  the  Tigris  as  a 
conqueror,  even  to  the  Persian  Gulf.  There,  seeing  a 
vessel  about  to  sail  for  India,  he  lamented  his  old  age, 
which  forbade  him  a  career  of  glory  like  the  conqueror  he 
envied.  In  the  year  117,  while  endeavouring  to  subdue 
a  revolt  of  the  Arab  tribes,  he  fell  ill,  and,  leaving  the 
command  to  his  adopted  son,  Hadrian,  started  to  return 
to  Italy,  but  died  on  the  road  at  Silenus,  in  Cilicia.  His 
ashes  were  conveyed  to  Eome,  and  buried  beneath  the 
column  he  had  erected  to  commemorate  his  victories.  It 
is  now  surmounted  by  the  statue  of  S.  Paul. 

Meanwhile  false  brethren  had,  as  S.  Paul  foretold, 
"privily  brought  in  damnable  heresies,*'  causing  great 
perplexity  to  the  faithful.  Foremost  amongst  them  were 
the  Gnostics. 

The  system  of  the  Gnostics  would  hardly  be  called  a 
heresy  according  to  the  modem  force  of  the  term ;  it  was 
rather  an  incorporation  of  certain  Christian  doctrines  into 
a  system  mainly  borrowed  from  Pagan  philosophy. 

The  cardinal  doctrines  of  this  system  were  as  follows : 
1st.  Belief  in  one  God,  dwelling  from  eternity  in  the  ful- 
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ness  of  light ;  2]idly,  in  countless  generations  of  spiritual 
beings,  called  cpons,  proceeding  from  Him,  and  representing 
His  attributes  ;  3rdly,  in  the  permanent  and  essential  evil 
of  all  that  is  materM ;  4thly,  in  the  existence  of  a  Demi- 
urge, or  inferior  God,  perhaps  hostile  to  the  Supreme  Being, 
by  whom  the  material  world  was  governed,  and  who  was 
the  God  of  the  Old  Testament ;  5thly,  in  the  mission  of 
Christ,  sent  by  the  Supreme  God,  to  deliver  man  from  the 
tyranny  of  the  Demiurge. 

According  to  this  system,  no  resurrection  of  the  body 
was  admissible,  since,  being  material,  it  was  essentially 
evil.  And  this  led  to  two  opposite  lines  of  conduct ;  some 
Gnostics  wallowed  in  sensuality,  as  merely  debasing  the 
material  nature ;  others,  more  nobly,  sought  to  repress  it 
by  asceticism. 

Again,  since  matter  was  essentially  evil,  the  doctrine  of 
the  Incarnation  was  necessarily  modified.  Either,  as  some 
held,  Christ's  body  was  merely  a  phantom,  or  else  Jesus 
was  a  mere  man,  on  whom  the  aeon,  Christ,  descended 
when  He  was  baptized,  to  forsake  Him  again  before  His 
Pas§ion. 

6thly.  The  Demiurge  being  im'mical,  or  at  least  rebel- 
lious, to  the  Supreme  Being,  the  Old  Testament  wjts  utterly 
rejected,  as  being  simply  the  record  of  His  will  or  His 
doings. 

Finally,  after  death,  the  soul  of  the  perfect  Gnostic, 
purified  perhaps  in  baptism,  and,  as  some  held,  by  aus- 
terities and  mortification  of  the  flesh,  would  be  emancipated 
for  ever  from  its  earthly  prison,  and  gathered  into  the 
bosom  of  the  Supreme  God :  such  souls  as  failed  to  work 
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out  their  purification  while  yet  in  the  flesh  being  com- 
pelled to  inhabit  other  bodies,  and  pass  through  another 
period  ^r  other  periods)  of  probation. 

We  have  already  alluded  to  the  subsequent  history  of 
Simon  Magus,  after  his  encounter  with  S.  Peter  at  Samaria ; 
but  the  subject  merits  a  few  more  lines.  It  is  beyond 
doubt  that  he  belonged  to  the  class  of  philosophers  who 
maintained  the  leading  principles  we  have  faintly  endea- 
voured to  sketch.  But  this  unhappy  magician  proceeded 
to  far  greater  lengths  than  were  customary  amongst  his 
followers ;  for  he  pretended  that  in  his  own  person  one  of 
the  greatest  of  the  aeons  resided,  and  that  another  aeon,  the 
mother  of  all  human  souls,  inhabited  the  body  of  a  beau- 
tiful slave  named  Helena,  whom  he  had  bought  at  Tyre, 
and  made  the  companion  of  his  wanderings.  He  daringly 
asserted  that  he  came  by  command  of  God  to  abolish  the 
rule  of  the  Demiurge,  and  to  establish  that  of  the  Supreme 
Being.  The  common  tradition  that  a  statue  bearing  the 
inscription,  "  Simoni  Deo  Sancto,"  was  erected  to  him  at 
Eome,  and  that,  after  disputing  with  S.  Peter  and  S.  Paul, 
he  endeavoured  to  prove  his  divinity  by  an  attempj  to 
fly,  but  through  the  prayers  of  S.  Peter  fell  and  broke  his 
neck,  are  probably  partly  inventions  of  a  later  age,  and 
partly  distortions  of  fact. 

Menander,  a  Samaritan  by  birth,  is  supposed  to  have 
been  a  disciple  of  Simon  Magus,  whose  doctrines  he 
closely  followed.  Cerinthus,  whose  name  has  been  pre- 
viously mentioned  in  connection  with  S.  John,  taught, 
and  probably  originated,  the  doctrine  that  Christ  was  a 
mere  man  upon  whom  the  aeon,  Christ,  descended  at  His 
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Baptism  to  foroake  Him  before  His  sufferings ;  and  added 
the  doctrine  of  the  Besurrection  of  the  Body,  and  an  earthly 
millennium,  to  the  usually  received  Gnostic  teaching. 

Satuminus  of  Antioch  held  the  dualistic  principle, 
which  asserted  the  existence  of  two  co-equal  and  co- 
eternal  Beings— one  good,  the  other  eviL  Cerdo  and 
Marcion,  son  of  the  Bishop  of  Pontus,.  followed  in  his 
steps  to  a  certain  degree,  but  added  an  intermediate  deity, 
the  creator  of  the  world,  ueither  perfectly  good  nor 
perfectly  eviL  Bardesanes  and  Tatian,  by  adding  further 
distinctions,  elaborated  other  sects  into  life. 

Then  again  there  were  the  Egjrptian  Gnostics,  particu- 
larly distinguished  fix)m  the  Asiatics  (1)  by  maintaining 
the  eternity  of  matter  and  denying  that  of  evil;  (2)  by 
supposing  our  Blessed  Lord  to  be  composed  of  two  Persons 
— Divine  and  Human — the  union  only  enduring  from  the 
Baptism  to  the  Passion ;  (3)  by  denying  the  necessity  of 
a  life  of  mortification.  Amongst  the  Egyptian  Gnostics, 
BasUides  framed  a  most  fanciful  system,  acknowledging 
the  existence  of  a  Supreme  Deity,  Who  produced  from 
His  substance  seven  aeons,  two  of  whom  engendered  the 
angels,  who  increased  in  their  generations  until  there  were 
three  hundred  and  sixty  five  angelic  orders,  under  the 
dominion  of  a  mighty  lord  named  Abraxas. 

Carpocrates,  one  of  the  most  vicious  teachers  of  the 
Egyptian  Gnostics,  actually  recommended  a  life  of  vice  to 
his  followers  as  most  calculated  to  debase  the  body  and  to 
set  free  the  soul  &om  its  influence.  He  maintained  that 
Gk)d  had  created  all  things  for  the  conmion  enjoyment^ 
and  that  therefore  lust  and  robbery  weie  but  arbitrary 
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names  given  by  mankind  to  an  exercise  of  the  natural 
rights  of  their  fellows. 

It  is  scarcely  wonderful  that  the  sect  of  Carpocrates 
fell  into  utter  disgrace ;  and,  as  they  assumed  the  name  of 
Christians  when  the  Church  was  in  prosperity,  only  to 
apostatize  in  persecution,  it  is  not  wonderful  that  many 
of  their  iniquities  were  laid  to  the  charge  of  the  Church, 
and  perhaps  we  may  assign  this  origin  to  many  of  the 
scandalous  charges  made  by  the  heathen  against  Chris- 
tianity. 

But  the  most  famous  of  all  the  Gnostics  were  the 
Valentinians,  so  called  from  their  leader  Valentine.  His 
sect,  arising  at  Rome,  spread  throughout  the  empire  with 
great  rapidity.  His  principles  included  those  we  have 
sketched  as  the  common  property  of  the  Gnostics,  includ- 
ing some  peculiarities  which  formed  the  distinction  of  the 
sect.  His  imagination  was  wilder  than  that  of  his  fellow 
teachers,  and  the  system  he  elaborated  is  so  fanciful,  yet 
so  profane,  that  it  is  marvellous  how  it  attained  such  great 
celebrity.  It  included  the  theory  that  the  Demiurge  was 
in  opposition  to  the  Supreme  Being  represented  by  our 
Saviour,  and  ascribed  the  crucifixion  to  the  malice  of  the 
former.  It  denied  the  resurrection,  but  admitted  the  final 
destruction  of  the  earth  by  fire. 

Our  space  will  not  permit  us  to  enlarge  upon  the 
principles  of  this  strange  combination  of  Oriental  phi- 
losophy and  error  with  fragmentary  portions  of  Christian 
theology.  Yet,  doubtless,  it  had  its  providential  use;  it 
forced  the  Church  into  intellectual  conflict  with  the 
existing  forms  of  belief  or  unbelief,  and  thus  enabled  her 
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to  rescue  all  that  was  yet  of  God  in  the  fast-decaying 
civilization  around  her;  and  to  press  art,  literature,  and 
philosophy  into  the  service  of  the  Church,  whereas  they 
had  been  hitherto  simply  weapons  in  the  hand  of  the 
enemy.  We  shall  see  hereafter  how  this  led  to  the 
formation  of  the  Alexandrian  school  of  Christian  theology, 
famous  for  the  mighty  names  of  Pantaenus,  Clement,  and 
Origen,  who  succeeded  in  foiling  the  foe  with  his  own 
weapons,  and  bringing  multitudes  into  the  fold  of  Christ, 
if,  alas !  their  own  pure  faith  was  somewhat  tarnished  in 
the  mighty  conflict. 


CHAPfER  IV. 

CHRISTIANITY  UNDER  HADRIAN  AND  THE  ANTONINES. 

A.D.  117-180. 

nnRAJAN  died  at  Cilicia,  as  we  have  already  related,  in 
• -^  the  year  117,  and  was  succeeded  by  his  adopted 
son,  Publius  .Mius  Hadrianus,  who  had  been  left  to  his 
guardianship  at  the  early  age  of  ten  years,  and  had  accom- 
panied him  on  this  his  last  expedition.  Hadrian  had 
remained  at  Antioch,  where  he  learned  the  death  of  his 
benefactor,*  and  causing  himself  to  be  proclaimed  emperor, 
wrote  to  request  the  confirmation  of  the  senate.  He  most 
wisely  resolved  not  to  attempt  to  secure  the  remote  con- 
quest of  Trajan,  but  to  make  the  Euphrates  as  of  old  the 
eastern  boundary  of  his  mighty  empire.  He  remained  in 
the  East  until  peace  was  firmly  established,  and  reached 
Rome  the  following  year.  His  character  was  a  strange 
mixture  of  good  and  evil  qualities.  He  had  great  ability, 
and  had  already  distinguished  himself  in  philosophy :  he 
studied  medicine  and  mathematics ;  was  a  poet,  painter, 
and  musician.  At  the  same  time  he  made  great  pre- 
tension to  military  genius,  in  which  he  could  not  bear 
to  be  excelled ;  such  indeed  was  his  jealousy  that  he  put 
several   persons  to  death   on  divers   pretences,   but  in 
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reality  because  he  was  conscious  of  their  superiority  in 
his  favourite  pursuits. 

We  have  abeady  spoken  of  the  revolt  of  the  Jews  under 
Trajan,  partially  subdued.    The  rebellion  had  broken  out 
again,  under  circumstances  of  singular  atrocity,  and  the 
insurgents  had  committed  the  grossest  barbarities  upon 
the  Gentile  population.    Hadrian  had  studied  the  Old 
Testament  Scriptures,  and  was  not  indisposed  to  be  mer- 
ciful to  the  Jews ;  but  the  indignation  generally  inspired 
by  their  cruelties,  and  the  hatred  they  were  known  to 
bear  to  the  whole  Gentile  world,  effectually  prevented 
the  extension  of  any  indulgence,  had  such  been  his  wish. 
He  destroyed  their  Egyptian  colony  and  temple;  desolated 
Gyrene,  where  they  dwelt  in  great  numbers,  so  that  it^^ 
had  to  be  re-peopled  at  the  close  of  the  war ;  and,  finally^  Jr*V 
sent  a  ferocious  general,  named  Turbo,  to  stamp  out  the         "** 
last  embers  of  the  insurrection  in  Palestine  itself 

The  unhappy  Israelites  were  completely  defeated ;  and, 
to  extinguish  the  last  remnant  of  their  national  existence, 
Hadrian  built  a  heathen  city  on  the  ruins  of  Jerusalem, 
which  he  named  "^Elia  Capitolina."  A  temple  of  Jupiter 
defiled  Mount  Moriah,  a  temple  of  Venus,  Mount  Calvary, 
thus  equally  wounding  the  feelings  of  Jews  and  Christians. 
The  figure  of  a  hog  was  carved  over  the  outer  gate  of  the 
city,  in  derision  of  the  Mosaical  distinction  between  the 
clean  and  the  unclean,  and  in  every  possible  way  the 
national  prejudices  of  the  Jews  were  set  wholly  at 
nought. 

A  fierce  outbreak  was  the  result.  Irritated  to  the  last 
degree,  a  mob  of  desperate  men,  setting  all  danger  at 
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nought  and  despising  death,  broke  out  into  &esh  re- 
bellion under  one  Cozba,  a  pupil  of  the  great  rabbi  Akiba 
who  took  to  himself  the  title  of  Barcocab,  the  son  of  the 
Star,  in  allusion  to  the  prophecy  of  Balaam,  and  pretended 
to  be  the  long-expected  Messiah.  Multitudes  flocked  to 
his  standard,  and  he  seized  upon  Beth-horon,  then  called 
Bithera,  as  his  head-quarters :  it  had  been  the  scene  of  the 
great  victory  related  in  the  book  of  Joshua. 

There  he  reigned  for  two  years  and  a  half,  and  made 
himseK  a  fearful  name  by  his  cruelty  to  both  Grentiles  and 
Christians,  since  the  latter  would  not  acknowledge  him  as 
their  Messiah.  At  the  end  of  that  period,  Hadrian  besieged 
the  city  in  person,  and  after  a  desperate  resistance  took 
it  by  storm.  Barcocab  was  killed  in  the  battle,  his  fol- 
lowers put  to  the  sword,  and  their  leaders,  the  rabbis,  most 
cruelly  tortured.  The  aged  Akiba  was  actually  torn  to 
death  by  red-hot  pincers.  The  few  survivors  of  this  dread- 
ful scene  were  sold  as  slaves  under  the  great  oak  of  Mamre, 
on  the  spot  where  Abraham  had  once  sat  in  the  cool  of  the 
day,  when  the  mysterious  Three  appeared  to  him  and  pro- 
mised that  in  his  seed  all  the  nations  of  the  earth  shoidd 
be  blessed.  From  that  time  the  Jewish  people  seemed  to 
lose  all  hope  of  a  restoration.  For  many  generations,  once 
only  in  the  year,  were  they  permitted  to  approach  their 
fallen  home,  and  on  payment  of  a  large  sum,  to  weep  over 
the  desolation  of  Jerusalem. 

It  became  all  important  now  for  the  Christians  to  sever 
their  holy  cause  from  that  of  the  olden  dispensation,  and 
even  the  very  vestiges  of  the  Jewish  ceremonial  fell  into 
disuse.  A  Gentile  bishop  was  appointed  to  rule  the  Jewish 
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and  Gentile  Christians  alike,  at  iElia  Capitolina,  the  first 
uncircumcised  bishop  being  named  Marcus. 

The  state  of  the  Christians  during  the  first  years  of 
Hadrian  differed  nothing  from  that  under  Trajan.  They 
were  protected,  indeed,  in  either  case  from  anonymous 
accusations;  but  the  heathen  priests,  thus  disappointed 
of  their  prey,  were  not  at  a  loss  to  find  other  means  of 
stirring  up  the  government  against  the  faithful. 

Did  a  famine  or  pestilence  occur,  it  was  the  wrath  of 
the  gods  because  the  Christians  were  sufiered  to  live; 
did  a  river  burst  its  bounds,  and  inundations  sweep  away 
harvests  or  villages,  again  it  was  the  Christians ;  and  so, 
when  the  multitude  were  assembled  in  circus  or  forum, 
a  few  prompters,  judiciously  dispersed,  raised  the  cry, 
"Christianos  ad  leones!"  and  the  popular  fury  appeared 
to  necessitate  the  sacrifice  of  the  few  to  the  safety  of  the 
many. 

But  one  was  found  to  protest  against  this  unjust 
iniquity.  Serenus  Granianus,  proconsul  of  Asia,  repre- 
sented to  Hadrian  the  cruelty  and  injustice  of  sacrificing 
persons  convicted  of  no  crime,  and  in  many  cases  better 
subjects  than  their  accusers,  to  the  sanguinary  caprice  of 
the  mob.    Nor  were  his  generous  exertions  in  vain. 

About  this  time  the  emperor  visited  Athens,  still  the 
focus  of  heathen  civilization.  Here  he  was  initiated  into 
the  Eleusinian  mysteries,  supposed  to  contain  the  deepest 
secrets  revealed  by  the  gods  to  man ;  and  while  he  listened 
to  the  orations  of  Stoics  or  Epicureans,  still  as  idle  and  as 
talkative  as  in  the  days  of  S.  Paul,  Quadratus,  Bishop  of 
Athens,  a  man  educated  in  all  the  learning  and  philosophy 

a 
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of  Athens,  presented  the  first  Christian  apology,  in  com- 
pany with  another  Christian  philosopher  named  Aristides. 
These  apologies,  which  addressed  themselves  to  the 
emperor's  convictions,  together  with  the  letter  of  Serenns 
Granianus,  produced  the  desired  effect,  and  Hadrian  issued 
an  edict  forbidding  any  person  in  authority  to  yield 
Christians  to  the  violence  of  the  mob,  or  to  sentence  them 
to  death,  unless  convicted  of  crimes  against  the  laws. 

Still,  since  Christianity  itself  was  a  crime  in  the  eyes 
of  the  law,  persecutions  still  continued,  only  under  a  more 
formal  process ;  and  it  must  be  confessed  that  in  many 
instances  the  faithful  eagerly  sought  to  obtain  the  martyr^s 
crown,  forgetting  that  thereby  they  caused  the  heathen  to 
sin.  "Wretched  men,"  exclaimed  Arrius  Antoninus,  the 
proconsul,  "if  you  are  weary  of  life,  is  there  not  rope 
enough  for  you  to  hang  yourselves  with  ?"  But  this  pre- 
sumptuous grasping  at  the  palm  of  martyrdom  was  con- 
demned by  the  Church,  and  it  was  observed  that  those 
who  put  themselves  most  eagerly  forward  were  frequently 
the  first  to  give  way  under  torture. 

There  do  not  appear  to  have  been  many  martyrs  of 
note  under  this  prince ;  still  it  is  perhaps  well  to  relate 
one  of  the  most  prominent  legends  of  the  time,  containing 
more  or  less  of  truth,  but  only  partially  authenticated. 
In  the  days  of  Hadrian  there  lived  a  Christian  widow 
named  Syinphorosa,  with  her  seven  sons,  near  the  beautiful 
villa  which  the  emperor  built  hard  by  the  falls  of  the 
Anio.  Now  the  priests  of  Hercules  had  a  temple  in  the 
town  above,  and  invoked  their  demon  with  many  evil 
rites.     But  at  length  their  god  remained  deaf  to  their 
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incantations,  because  they  were  hindered  by  the  prayers 
of  the  Christian  matron  in  her  home  below.  So  they 
besought  the  emperor  to  compel  her  to  ofifer  sacrifice ;  and 
he  sent  for  her,  and  bade  her  obey  the  law.  And  when  she 
steadfiistly  refused,  the  emperor,  waxing  wroth,  bade  her 
choose  between  obedience  and  death. 

She  replied,  "  My  husband  and  his  brother  both  suffered 
for  the  Lord,  and  I  and  my  sons  are  ready  to  die  too." 

So  they  took  her  to  the  temple,  and  after  they  had 
beaten  her  in  vain  with  many  stripes,  and  grievously 
mangled  her  suffering  body,  they  threw  her  into  the  river 
above  the  fall,  and  she  disappeared  from  the  sight  of  men 
to  be  for  ever  with  the  Lord.  Nor  were  her  boys  unwor- 
thy of  so  noble  a  mother ;  for,  being  brought  before  the 
emperor,  and  found  constant  to  the  end,  they  were  dis- 
missed, by  various  cruel  torments,  from  this  evil  world  to 
abide  with  their  mother  in  the  presence  of  the  Lord  Whom 
they  loved. 

The  latter  days  of  Hadrian  were  days  of  sadness  and 
degradation.  The  loss  of  his  favourite,  Antinous,  a  youth 
of  great  beauty,  who  perished  in  the  waters  of  the  Nile, 
as  he  ascended  it  in  the  emperor's  train,  embittered  his 
remaining  days.  The  town  nearest  to  the  fatal  scene  was 
named  after  the  lost  favourite.  Divine  honours  were 
decreed  to  him ;  yet  men  whispered  that  he  had  perished  in 
one  of  those  paroxysms  of  mad  anger  to  which  Adrian  was 
subject  by  the  emperor's  own  hand.  After  this  period  it 
became  dangerous  to  approach  the  lord  of  life  and  death. 
Illness  increased  upon  him.  He  begged  his  slaves  to  end 
his  pain  by  poison.    He  uncovered  his  naked  breast,  and 
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besought  a  barbarian  slave  in  vain  to  thrust  his  sword 
through  the  heart.  All  Was  in  vain;  his  sickness  and  misery 
increased,  yet  he  knew  not  where  to  turn  for  consolation. 
The  pagan  mysteries  threw  no  light  upon  the  tomb. 
Dyings  he  repeated  those  touching  stanzas,  commencing 
"  animula,  vagula,  blandula,"  which  have  been  thus  para- 
phrased by  Prior — 

''  Poor  litUe,  pretty,  fluttering  thing, 

Must  we  no  longer  live  together  P 
And  dost  thou  plume  thy  trembling  wing, 

To  take  thy  flight  thou  know'st  not  whither  ? 
Thy  humorous  vein,  thy  pleasing  folly, 

IAa  aU  neglected,  aU  forgot ; 
And  pensive,  wav'ring,  melancholy. 

Thou  dread'st,  and  hop'st  thfm  know* at  not  what,** 

Such  was  all  the  succour  paganism  could  give  to  its 
votaries  in  the  hour  of  dissolution.  The  strength  of 
Christianity  lay  in  its  possession  of  the  secret  of  eternal 
life — the  doctrine  of  the  resurrection. 

He  was  succeeded  by  Antoninus  Pius,  who  was  then 
fifty  years  old,  and  had  passed  through  the  highest  ofl&ces 
of  the  state  with  the  applause  of  all  men.  His  virtues 
were  by  no  means  impaired  by  his  exaltation. 

It  was  during  his  long  reign  of  twenty-two  happy  and 
prosperous  years,  that  Justin  Martyr,  the  great  apologist  of 
the  Christian  Church,  flourished. 

This  great  Christian  philosopher  was  bom  in  Palestine, 
in  a  town  built  upon  the  site  of  the  ancient  Sychem.  He 
studied  in  all  the  various  schools  of  philosophy,  finally 
taking  rest  in  that  of  Plato,  until  a  more  divine  theology 
was  revealed  to  him.  Walking  upon  the  sea-coast>  medi- 
tating upon  some  abstract  argument  of  his  favourite  sage. 
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he  became  lost  in  the  contemplation  of  the  possible  future 
which  might  await  the  souL  He  could  not  solve  the 
mystery  by  the  aid  of  his  master,  and  raised  earnest  aspi- 
rations  for  Divine  wisdom  to  the  imknown  God,  when  he 
met  an  aged  man  of  singularly  venerable  appearance,  from 
whose  conversation  he  learned  the  truth,  and  embraced  it 
with  joy. 

It  was  the  common  tradition  that  his  companion  had 
been  an  angel  in  human  form ;  but  leaving  the  question  as 
one  which  might  easily  arise  in  an  age  so  fertile  in  pro- 
digies and  miracles,  we  may  follow  the  converted  philos- 
opher, now  baptized,  through  the  maritime  provinces  of 
Asia  and  AMca,  everywhere  proclaiming  the  truth  which 
had  made  him  free. 

Coming  to  Bome  at  the  commencement  of  the  reign  of 
Antoninus,  whose  gentle  disposition  had  led  him  to  dis- 
countenance all  persecution  of  the  Christians,  he  composed 
his  first  "Apology,"  wherein  he  defends  the  faithful  from 
the  charges  commonly  brought  against  them. 

In  it,  he  appeals  to  the  constancy  of  the  Christians 
under  suffering  as  a  proof  of  the  truth  of  their  religion ; 
he  shows  the  injustice  of  the  persecutors ;  points  out  the 
fulfilment  of  prophecy  in  the  Person  of  Christ ;  appeals  to 
the  innocency  of  the  lives  of  the  Christians;  shows  the 
absurdity  of  the  reports  concerning  their  worship ;  and 
finally  describes,  so  far  as  was  then  lawful,  their  rites  and 
customs. 

He  tells  us  that  the  converts,  after  due  preparation, 
were  brought  to  a  place  where  there  was  water,  and  "were 
regenerated,"  in  the    same   manner   in   which   he  and 


86  CHRISTIANITV  UNDER  HADRIAN 

otliers  had  been  regenerated,  being  baptized  in  the  name 
of  the  Father,  Son,  and  Holy  Ghost.  He  also  describes 
the  celebration  of  the  Holy  Eucharist,  which  took  place 
on  the  Sunday  at  the  hour  of  dawn,  telling  how  the  presi- 
dent, taking  the  bread,  and  the  wine  mixed  with  water, 
into  his  hands,  consecrated  the  gifts,  concluding  with  the 
words,  "For  this  Food,  thus  Eucharistized  by  the  Holy 
Ghost  and  by  prayer,  is  no  longer  common  bread  and  wine, 
but  the  Flesh  and  Blood  of  the  Incarnate  Jesus." 

Soon  after  the  publication  of  this  "  Apology,"  Antoninus 
wrote  the  rescript,  which  Eusebius  preserves,  in  favour  of 
the  Christians,  not  only  forbidding  their  punishment,  but 
even  asserting  that  their  accusers  were  deserving  of  chas- 
tisement, and  should  be  held  guilty. 

But,  alas!  this  peace  and  toleration  ended  when  the 
gentle  Antoninus  Pius  passed  away  in  the  year  161,  and 
was  succeeded  by  his  adopted  son  Marcus  Aurelius. 

Never  have  the  records  of  Pagan  antiquity  presented  us 
with  a  character  so  noble  as  that  of  Marcus  Aurelius,  the 
successor  of  Titus  Antoninus.*  The  noblest  of  aU*  Pagan 
emperors,  his  life  shines  the  brighter  by  its  startling 
contrast  with  the  impurity  and  wickedness  of  the  age. 
Niebuhr,  the  great  historian,  says,  "  It  is  more  delightful 
to  speak  of  Aurelius  than  of  any  man  in  history ;  for  if 
ever  there  was  sublime  human  virtue,  it  was  his."  He  was 
bom  in  the  days  of  Hadrian,  imder  whose  notice  he  was 
brought  at  the  early  age  of  six  years ;  and  Niebuhr  tells  us 
again,  that  the  bad  and  sinful  habits  of  that  emperor  left 
him,  when  he  gazed  on  the  sweetness  of  that  infant  child, 

*  See  hia  life  in  "Seekers  after  God."    By  Rev.  F.  W.  Farrar. 
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to  whom  he  gave  the  name  of  Verissimus,  "most  true."  Had 
Aurelius  been  of  age  when  Hadrian  died,  he  would  probably 
have  succeeded  him  at  once ;  but  he  was  only  seventeen, 
and  Antoninus  was  selected  to  fill  the  throne  with  the 
express  condition  that  he  should  adopt  the  youth,  and 
make  him  heir  presumptive  to  the  imperial  dignity.  Edu- 
cated at  home,  in  all  the  literature  of  the  age,  his  physical 
training  was  not  neglected;  and  he  certainly  seemed  to  have 
attained  the  standard  of  life  implied  in  the  maxim,  "mens 
sana  in  corpore  sano."  He  has  left  us  in  his  "  Meditations" 
a  beautiful  picture  of  his  life.  His  gratitude  is  warmly 
expressed  that  his  home  education  spared  him  the  contami- 
nating influence  of  a  Eoman  public  school,  while  he  was 
at  the  same  time  absolutely  free  from  the  effeminate  vices 
a  home  training  in  those  days  would  ordinarily  have  en- 
gendered. "  I  learnt  from  my  mother,"  he  says,  "  not  only 
abstinence  from  evil  deeds,  but  even  from  evil  thoughts." 

Eigidly  seK-denying,  in  his  twelfth  year  he  embraced 
the  tenets  and  assumed  the  attire  of  a  Stoic.  He  habitually 
slept  on  a  plank  bed,  with  a  skin  as  the  coverlet,  amidst 
the  luxury  of  a  Boman  palace :  he  disciplined  his  body  by 
boxing,  wrestling,  and  running ;  hia  mind  by  the  study  of 
the  noblest  works  of  art  and  literature.  Grateful  and 
loving  in  an  age  when  ingratitude  was  a  prominent  vice, 
diligent  and  laborious  in  an  age  of  sloth,  self-denying 
while  luxury  tempted  him  on  every  side,  serenely  virtuous 
amidst  the  most  glowing  temptations  to  vice,  he  seemed  to 
be  the  very  representative  of  the  few,  who,  as  S.  Paul  tells 
ns,  having  not  the  law,  "  do  by  nature  the  things  contained 
in  the  law." 
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Most  sad  it  seems  to  us  that  the  light,  which  had  already 
enlightened  the  Gentiles,-  should  never  have  reached  the 
noblest  amongst  them ;  nay,  that  one  of  the  most  severe 
persecutions  the  Church  ever  sustained  should  have  taken 
place  under  his  government,  although  his  personal  respon- 
sibility was  probably  very  slight,  the  edicts  pf  his  prede^ 
cessors  being,  as  we  shall  presently  observe,  put  into  active 
and  cruel  operation,  not  in  Eome,  but  in  Gaul  and  Asia 
Minor. 

The  cause  of  the  persecution  was,  as  usual,  the  belief  of 
the  multitude  that  the  calamities  which  happened  to  the 
empire  were  simply  the  manifestations  of  Divine  anger, 
because  of  the  supposed  atheism  and  impiety  of  the  Chris- 
tians. This  unreasoning  and  miserable  clamour  was  louder 
than  ever  at  this  time,  owing  to  the  pressure  of  misfortune. 

Aurelius  commenced  his  reign  by  associating  his  adop- 
ted brother,  Lucius  Verus,  with  him  in  the  government, 
and,  supposing  him  to  possess  those  manly  qualities  which 
would  better  qualify  him  than  himself  to  assume  the  mili- 
tary administration,  he  yielded  the  management  of  such 
matters  chiefly  to  Verus,  while  he  assumed  the  direction 
of  the  civil  administration. 

But  Verus  was  addicted  to  vices  which  his  benefactor  did 
not  suspect,  and  was  no  sooner  away  from  the  immediate 
influence  of  Aurelius  than  he  gave  way  to  them  utterly, 
and  spent  his  whole  energies  in  riot  and  debauchery. 

The  two  emperors  were  scarcely  seated  upon  the  throne, 
when  the  frontiers  of  the  empire  were  assailed  on  every 
side  by  troops  of  barbarians.  The  Parthians  desolated 
Syria,  the  Catti  burst  over  the  German  frontiers,  and  the 


AND   THE  ANTONJNES.  89 

distant  isle  of  Britain,  harassed  by  the  Caledoixians,  con- 
tributed its  share  to  the  sad  intelligence  received  from 
every  side.  It  was  the  first  year  of  Anrelius,  and  iiis 
wife,  Faustina,  had  just  presented  him  with  twins,  one 
of  whom  survived  to  become  known  to  history  as  that 
monster  of  iniquity,  the  Emperor  Commodus.  The  Tiber 
overflowed  its  banks,  and  destroyed  lai^  portions  of  the 
city;  famine  and  pestilence  added  their  horrors;  indeed, 
nothing  could  exceed  the  complicated  misery  of  the  period, 
heightened  as  it  was  by  the  contrast  with  the  happiness 
wlS^h  had  distinguished  the  reign  of  Antoninus. 

Verus  went  to  command  the  army  of  the  East  in  person ; 
but  proceeding  no  further  than  Antioch,  left  the  glory  of 
the  war  to  his  lieutenants,  who,  indeed,  vanquished  the 
Parthians,  but  acted  with  shameless  cruelty,  which  was 
avenged  by  the  outbreak  of  famine  and  pestilence  in  their 
own  ranks,  and  as  they  came  home  they  disseminated  the 
plague  in  every  region  they  traversed ;  while  Verus,  un- 
mindful of  the  misery  around  him,  still  remained  plunged 
in  shameless  debauchery,  till  he  caught  the  infection  and 
died  at  Aquileia. 

The  heathen  priests,  thoroughly  alarmed,  vainly  suppli- 
cated the  interference  of  their  gods ;  and  after  they  had 
celebrated  every  sacred  rite  or  mode  of  supplication  known 
amongst  them,  they  had  recourse  to  the  usual  expedient, 
and  ascribed  all  the  calamities  of  the  state  to  the  Chris- 
tians. 

In  his  "  Meditations"  the  Emperor  Aurelius  alludes  once 
only  to  the  Christians,  and  then  to  censure  that  indiffer- 
ence to  death,  which  appeared  to  him  to  spring  from  gloomy. 
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fanaticisiXL  But  it  is  impossible  to  believe  that  a  many 
whose  whole  life  was  spent  in  philanthropy,  and  who 
cared  so  little  for  the  popular  superstition  that  he  but  once 
dedicated  a  temple,  and  then  to  Beneficence,  could  have 
taken  any  pleasure  in  persecution. 

But  the  laws  of  Trajan  were  stiU  existing,  and  had  be^ 
acted  upon  occasionally,  with  the  sanction  of  both  Hadrian 
and  Antoninus,  and  Aurelius  saw  no  reason  for  departing 
from  the  practice  of  his  predecessors.  We  must  not  judge 
him  hardly,  as  if  he  possessed  our  own  light;  the  wisest  and 
best  statesmen  and  philosophers  of  his  day  spoke  of  Chris- 
tianity with  hatred  and  contempt;  the  multitude  firmly 
believed  in  the  rumours  of  horrible  iniquities,  perpetrated 
by  the  Christians,  of  cannibalism  in  its  most  revolting 
forms,  and  nameless  but  shameful  vices.  ' 

The  very  "discipliTia  arcani  "  observed  by  the  Christians, 
whereby  the  "  Sacred  Mysteries,"  as  they  were  commonly 
called,  were  protected  from  the  intrusion  of  unbelievers, 
added  to  this  evil,  and  gave  rise  to  the  suspicion  of  Thyea- 
tean  banquets;  while  the  frequent  application  of  torture, 
in  its  most  agonizing  forms,  to  the  slaves  of  Christians 
had  extorted  confessions  of  scenes  of  iniquity,  as  imaginaiy 
as  those  which  similar  applications  produced  from  the 
supposed  witches  of  mediaeval  or  later  times. 

Therefore  we  may  well  believe  that  Marcus  Aurelius, 
when  he  issued  the  following  rescript,  believed  that  he 
was  doing  God  service,  and  averting  avenging  wrath  from 
the  people  comjnitted  to  his  paternal  care. 

"We  have  heard  that  the  laws  are  violated  by  those 
who,  in  our  times,  call  themselves  Christians.    Seize  those 
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people,  and  if  they  refuse  to  ofiGto  sacrifice  to  our  gods, 
punish  them  with  various  kinds  of  torment;  but  in  such  a 
manner  that  justice  be  mingled  with  mercy,  and  that  the 
punishment  cease  when  the  crime  is  abandoned." 

The  heathen  priests,  thus  successful,  lost  not  a  moment 
in  stirring  up  the  multitude,  and  a  most  deadly  persecution, 
commonly  known  as  "The  Fourth,"  commenced.  It  pro- 
bably  raged  throughout  the  empire,  but  its  severity  was 
most  conspicuous,  as  we  have  already  remarked,  in  Asia 
Minor  and  in  GauL 

Polycarp,  Bishop  of  Smyrna,  was  the  last  of  those  who 
were  called  the  Apostolic  Fathers,  as  having  seen  and 
conversed  with  the  Apostles  themselves.  He  had  been 
instituted  to  the  bishopric  by  S.  John  himself,  and  is  the 
angel  of  that  Church  mentioned  in  the  Apocalypse.  He  is 
said  to  have  been  originally  a  slave,  but  to  have  been 
raised  out  of  that  state  by  a  pious  lady  named  Galisto,  who 
educated  and  maintained  him.  He  became  catechist  and 
deacon  of  the  Church  of  Smyrna  under  Bucolus,  the  first 
bishop,  and  on  the  death  of  that  prelate  was  appointed  his 
successor;  being  probably  the  bishop  to  whom  the  Apostle 
entrusted  the  young  man,  whom  he  afterwards  reclaimed 
jfrom  robbery  and  crime,  as  we  have  previously  narrated. 

After  S.  Ignatius  had  left  him  on  that  last  journey  to 
Home,  recorded  in  the  last  chapter,  Polycarp  wrote  his 
Epistle  to  the  Philippians,  which  yet  survives,  and  finally, 
when  the  news  of  the  glorious  triumph  in  the  Colosseum 
reached  Asia,  he  assumed,  by  common  consent,  the  chief 
rule  of  the  Asiatic  Churches. 

The  well-known  Paschal  controversy  sprung  up  about 
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this  period.  The  Churches  of  the  East,  following  the  ex- 
ample of  S.  John,  were  in  the  habit  of  commemorating 
the  Passion  on  the  fourteenth  day  of  the  first  moon  after 
the  vernal  equinox,  and  Easter  day  on  the  third  day  after- 
wards,  irrespective  of  the  day  of  the  week  it  might  fall 
upon,  following  therein  the  Jewish  custom.  The  Churches 
of  the  West  considered  it  expedient  to  commemorate  the 
Passion  and  Resurrection  on  the  days  of  the  week  when 
they  respectively  occurred,  even  as  we  do  now,  and  kept 
Easter  therefore  on  the  Sunday  following  the  first  full- 
moon  after  the  vernal  equinox.  Polycarp  took  advantage 
of  the  peace,  the  Church  enjoyed  under  Antoninus,  to  visit 
Eome  for  the  purpose  of  settling  this  dispute. 

Anicetus  was  then  Bishop  of  Rome,  and  he  received 
Polycarp  with  great  kindness.  It  was  agreed  that  the 
Churches  should  each  follow  their  accustomed  rule  with- 
out any  breach  of  brotherly  love ;  and  at  the  desire  of 
Anicetus,  Polycarp  celebrated  the  Holy  Eucharist  in  his 
presence,  possibly  in  the  Church  of  S.  Clement,  where  the 
bones  of  the  martyred  Ignatius  had  first  reposed. 

It  was  here  that  Polycarp  met  Marcion,  the  celebrated 
teacher  of  the  Gnostics,  and  being  accosted  by  him,  acted 
in  the  spirit  of  his  master,  S.  John,  when  he  met  Cerinthus. 
"Do  you  know  me?"  enquired  the  heresiarch.  "Yes,  indeed, 
I  know  thee  for  the  eldest  son  of  Satan." 

Returning  to  his  duty  at  Smyrna,  the  long  years  of 
Antoninus  passed  in  great  tranquillity,  the  edict  of  that 
gentle  emperor  secured  peace,  and  the  heathen  were  afraid 
to  molest  the  faithful,  lest  they  should  incur  the  penalty 
adjudged  by  the  edict  to  false  accusers. 
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But  the  fierce  passions  of  the  heathen  mob  only  slept — 
they  were  not  dead — and  they  but  awaited  the  moment 
when  they  might  again  bla^e  forth  into  action.  It  came. 
The  reign  of  Aurelius  and  Verus  commenced,  the  calami- 
ties we  have  enumerated  convulsed  the  empire,  the  terror 
of  the  Parthians  was  felt  even  at  Smyrna,  and  the  super- 
stitious dread,  encouraged  by  the  heathen  priests,  combined 
with  the  native  ferocity  of  the  populace,  made  them  hail 
the  edict  of  Aurelius  with  savage  joy. 

A  very  full  and  precise  account  of  the  persecution  at 
Smyrna  is  given  in  an  epistle  addressed  by  the  surviving 
members  of  that  Church  to  their  brethren  of  the  Churches 
in  Pontus,  of  which  we  give  a  brief  analysis. 

They  tell  us  that  at  the  beginning  of  the  persecution, 
those  standing  around  the  martyrs  were  struck  with 
amazement  at  their  constancy,  seeing  them  lacerated  with 
scouiges  to*  their  bones  and  arteries,  so  that  the  very  bowels 
were  exposed  to  view.  They  were  then  laid  upon  sharp 
sea  shells  sind  points  of  weapons  upon  the  ground,  and, 
passing  from  torture  to  torture,  were  at  last  thrown  as  food 
to  wild  beasts. 

Enraged  by  their  constancy,  and  especially  by  that  of 
one  named  Grermanicus,  the  whole  multitude  shouted  out, 
"  Away  with  the  impious.  Let  Polycarp  be  sought."  Poly- 
carp  had  at  first  determined  to  remain  in  the  city;  but, 
at  the  entreaties  of  his  friends,  had  sought  shelter  at  a 
country  house  without  the  walls,  where,  with  a  few  brethren, 
he  was  giving  his  whole  time  to  prayer  for  the  afflicted 
Churches. 

In  this  situation,  three  days  before  he  was  seized,  he 
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had  a  vision  at  night.  Whilst  engaged  in  mental  prayer, 
the  pillow  nnder  his  head  seemed  to  take  fire,  and  to  be 
consumed.  Awaking  from  sleep,  he  interpreted  this  vision 
as  a  revelation  from  God  that  it  wotdd  be  necessary  for  him 
to  give  np  his  life  in  the  flames  for  the  sake  of  his  Lord. 

But  as  the  search  waxed  hot  for  him,  he  was  persuaded 
by  the  loving  compulsion  of  his  brethren  to  go  yet  farther 
away  to  a  distant  retreat. 

There  the  pursuers  sought  him,  and  having  found  two 
boys,  they  scourged  them  untU  one,  giving  way  under  the 
pain,  revealed  the  retreat  of  the  bishop.  Entering  upon 
him  at  a  late  hour,  they  found  him  resting  in  an  upp^ 
room,  whence,  although  he  might  easily  have  escaped  to 
another  house,  he  would  not,  saying,  "The  Lord's  will  be 
done." 

He  received  his  pursuers  with  such  gentle  love  and 
unaffected  courage,  that  they  were  strangely  moved,  and 
readily  granted  him  permission  to  pray  for  one  hour,  while 
he  ordered  food  to  be  given  them ;  after  which  they  placed 
him  upon  an  ass,  and  conducted  him  to  the  city.  It  was 
Easter  Eve. 

Entering  Smyrna,  he  met  the  "  Irenarch"  and  his  father, 
who  endeavoured  to  persuade  him  to  recant,  and  for  that 
purpose  took  him  up  in  their  carriage  with  them;  but 
when  he  steadfastly  refused,  they  cast  him  down  with  such 
unmanly  violence  that  they  broke  his  thigh. 

But,  not  at  all  daunted,  he  requested  his  guards  to  take 
him  on  to  the  amphitheatre.  As  they  entered  there  wa« 
a  fearful  uproar,  in  the  midst  of  which  he  heard  a  voice 
fix)m  heaven,  saying,  "Be  strong,  Polycarp,  and  play  the 
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man."  No  one  saw  who  it  was  that  spoke,  but  the  voice 
was  heard  by  many  brethren. 

The  proconsul,  Statins  Quadratns,  implored  him  to  set 
the  example  of  renouncing  Christy  saying — 

"Swear  by  the  genius  of  Caesar.  Cry,  Away  with  the 
impious." 

Looking  round  upon  the  multitude,  and  then  raising 
his  eyes  to  heaven,  he  said  with  a  sigh,  "Away  with  the 
impious." 

"Swear,"  said  the  governor,  "and  I  will  dismiss  you. 
Eevile  Christ." 

"  Eighty  and  six  years,"  replied  Polycarp,  "  have  I  served 
Him,  and  He  never  forsook  me.  How  can  I  now  blaspheme 
my  King?" 

The  proconsul  at  length  said,  "I  have  wild  beasts  at 
hand,  and  to  them  I  will  cast  you,  unless  you  change  your 
mind." 

He  answered,  "  Call  them ;  I  may  not  repent  fix)m  the 
better  to  the  worse." 

"I  will  cause  you  to  be  consumed  by  fire,  since  you 
despise  the  beasts." 

"You  threaten  fire  that  burns  for  a  moment,"  replied 
Polycarp,  "  and  know  not  the  fire  which  is  eternal.  But 
why  do  you  delay  ?    Do  as  you  wish." 

Then  the  herald  proclaimed  in  the  midst,  "Polycarp 
professes  himself  to  be  a  Christian ;"  and  the  multitude 
of  Jews  and  Gentiles  cried  out,  "This  is  he  who  teaches 
Asia,  who  persuades  multitudes  not  to  sacrifice.  Let  loose 
a  lion  upon  him,  upon  the  destroyer  of  our  gods." 

But  as  Philip  the  Asiarch  told  them  that  the  exhibition 
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of  lions  was  then  completed,  they  all  cried  out  that  he 
should  be  burned  aUve,  and  rushed  to  collect  wood  and 
straw  for  that  purpose,  the  Jews  being  especially  active. 

But  when  the  pUe  was  prepared,  laying  aside  all  his 
clothes,  and  with  difficulty  taking  off  his  shoes — an  office 
which,  on  account  of  his  venerable  age,  the  brethren  had 
always  discharged  for  him — he  turned  to  the  pile.  As  they 
were  about  to  secure  him  with  spikes,  according  to  the 
cruel  practice  of  those  days,  he  begged  them  to  let  him 
stand  unsecured,  saying  that  He  Who  gave  him  strength 
thus  to  suffer  would  enable  him  to  remain  unmoved  upon 
the  pile.  They  complied  with  his  request  Then  standing 
on  the  pile,  like  a  noble  victim  from  the  great  flock,  be 
lifted  up  his  voice  in  prayer  and  thanksgiving.  After  he 
had  repeated  "Amen,"  and  finished  his  prayer,  the  execu- 
tioners kindled  the  fire.  The  rest  shall  be  given  in  the 
words  of  the  brethren. 

"And  [then]  when  it  arose  in  flames  we  saw  a  miraole^ 
those  of  us  who  were  privileged  to  behold  it,  and  all  pre- 
served to  declare  the  facts  to  others.  For  the  flames  pre- 
sented an  appearance  like  an  oven,  as  when  the  sail  of  a 
ship  is  filled  by  the  wind,  and  thus  formed  a  wall  around 
the  body  of  the  martyr.  And  he  was  in  the  midst,  not 
like  burning  flesh,  but  like  gold  and  silver  purified  in  the 
flames.  We  also  perceived  a  fragrant  odour,  like  the  fumes 
of  incense  or  some  other  precious  aromatic  drugs.  At 
length  the  wicked  persecutors,  seeing  that  his  body  could 
not  be  destroyed  by  fire,  commanded  the  executioner  to 
draw  near  and  plunge  his  sword  into  him.  And  when  this 
was  done,  such  a  quantity  of  blood  gushed  forth  that  the 
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fire  was  extinguished;  so  that  the  whole  multitude  was 
astonished  at  the  difference  between  the  unbelievers 
and  the  elect,  amongst  whom  this  bishop  of  the  Catholic 
Church  at  Smyrna  was  the  most  Apostolical  teacher  of 
our  times." 

They  go  on  to  tell  us  how  the  Jews  endeavoured  to  pre- 
vent their  obtaining  the  precious  relics  of  the  martyr,  lest, 
as  they  ignorantly  said,  the  Christians  should  abandon  the 
Crucified,  and  worship  Polycarp ;  not  knowing,  said  they, 
"  that  we  can  never  abandon  Christ,  Who  suffered  for  our 
salvation.  For  Him  we  worMp  as  the  Son  of  God,  but 
the  martyrs  we  love  as  His  disciples  and  imitators." 

The  centurion,  therefore,  carried  the  body  to  be  fully 
consumed ;  but  the  brethren  thus  conclude : 

"  Then  at  last  taking  up  his  bones,  more  valuable  than 
preciow  stones,  and  more  tried  than  gold,  we  deposited 
them  where  it  was  proper  that  they  should  be.  There  also 
the  Lord  will  grant  us  to  assemble  and  celebrate  the  natal 
day  of  his  martyrdom  in  joy  and  gladness." 

About  this  time  Justin  Martjrr  sealed  His  testimony  by 
his  blood.  He  had  become  engaged  in  a  dispute  with  one 
Crescens,  a  cynic,  and  had  frequently  refuted  him  in 
discussion  in  the  presence  of  many  witnesses.  Beaten  in 
argument,  Crescens  had  recourse,  like  many  vanquished 
disputants,  to  other  weapons,  and  he  who  advised  others 
to  despise  death,  plotted  death  for  Justin,  says  Eusebius, 
"as  if  it  were  a  great  evil."  The  circumstances  of  his 
death  are  unknown  in  detail,  but  it  is  said  that  he  was 
first  scourged  and  then  beheaded. 

But  the  fiercest  of  the  storms  fell  upon  the  towns  of 
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Yienne  and  Lyons,  in  Gaul,  where  the  Gospel  had  made  no 
small  progress,  under  the  aged  bishop  Pothinus,  one  of 
the  remaining  disciples  of  S.  John.  Again  we  have 
detailed  accounts  of  their  sufferings  in  a  letter,  written 
after  the  fury  of  the  storm  had  abated,  to  the  Churches  in 
Asia,  from  which  these  Western  Churches  had  probably 
derived  their  origin. 

The  first  to  suffer  death  was  a  well-known  citizen 
named  Epagathus,  who  had  stood  forth  as  the  defender  of 
his  slandered  brethren;  and  afterwards  nearly  all  the 
Christians  in  the  two  cities  were  seized,  and  their  domestic 
slaves  examined  by  torture.  Under  the  agony,  they 
accused  their  masters  of  the  usual  crime  of  cannibalism, 
misinterpreting  allusions  they  had  heard  to  the  sacra- 
mental participation  of  the  Body  and  Blood  of  Christ 
These  charges,  being  divulged  amongst  the  multitude, 
inflamed  them  with  the  fiercest  hate  against  the  Christians, 
whom  they  accused  of  all  the  iniquities  conunitted  by 
the  fabled  CEdipus  or  Thyestes,  and  looked  upon  as  the 
causes  of  all  the  calamities  which  had  happened  to  their 
generation. 

The  cruelties  inflicted  upon  these  noble  martyrs  almost 
exceed  belief.  Blandina  was  a  girl  of  such  delicate  con- 
stitution that  it  appeared  impossible  she  should  withstand 
the  tortures  inflicted  upon  her;  but  she  endured  excru- 
ciating suffering,  refusing  to  acknowledge  the  truth  of  the 
false  charges  against  Christianity,  and  only  repeating,  "  I 
am  a  Christian :  no  evil  is  done  amongst  us." 

Sanctus  the  deacon  was  so  mutilated  that  his  body 
had  almost  lost  the  human  form,  and  had  become  one 
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continuous  wound.  The  judge,  irritated  by  his  fortitude, 
ordered  red-hot  plates  of  copper,  to  be  applied  to  his 
suffering  frame.    He  bore  it  without  shudder  or  groan. 

Attains  was  placed  in  a  red-hot  iron  chair,  and  calmly 
reproached  his  tormentors  with  practising  like  cruelties  to 
those  they  falsely  imputed  to  the  Christians.  Finally,  the 
surviving  martyrs  were  exposed  to  the  wild  beasts,  and 
their  relics  burnt,  and  cast  into  the  Bhone  in  mockery  of 
the  Sesurrection. 

The  bishop  Pothinus  had  died  in  prison  of  the  injuries 
he  had  received,  and  was  succeeded  in  his  See  by.  the  great 
Irenceits,  a  disciple  of  S.  Polycarp. 

In  the  neighbouring  city  of  Autun  died  Symphorian, 
whose  memory,  and  that  of  his  mother,  must  not  be 
forgotten.  As  he  was  being  led  to  the  scene  of  his  final 
sufferings,  she  met  him.  "  My  son  Symphorian,"  said  this 
noble  woman,  "  remember  now  thy  God :  fear  not  a  death 
which  leads  to  eternal  life.  Lift  your  eyes  to  hieaven,  and 
despise  the  torments  which  endure  but  a  few  brief 
moments,  while  they  conduct  to  an  eternal  crown  which 
will  never  fade." 

The  Faith  which  could  inspire  these  heroic  words,  and 
which  could  nerve  weak  mortals  to  bear  such  intense 
suffering,  was  indeed  of  God.  No  human  malice  could 
shake  the  courage  of  these  heroic  followers  of  the  Cross ; 
they  were  destined  to  conquer  by  their  blood,  and  their 
enemies  must  sometimes  have  felt  as  much. 

The  persecution  was  once  checked,  it  is  said,  by  a 
strange  incident,  known  as  the  "  Legend  of  the  Thundering 
Legion." 
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In  A.D.  174  Atirelius  carried  the  war  against  the 
barbarians,  named  the  Quadi,  beyond  the  river  Bannbe. 
It  was  the  middle  of  summer,  the  heat  was  excessive, 
and  the  enemy  had  contrived  to  ensnare  the  Boman 
army  in  a  valley  totally  destitute  of  water,  securing 
aU  the  outlets  so  that  they  could  not  escape.  All  the 
agonies  of  thirst  had  seized  upon  the  victims,  when  a 
legion  composed  almost  entirely  of  Christians,  raising 
their  hands  towards  heaven,  invoked  the  God  who  once 
heard  the  prayer  of  Elijah. 

Their  prayer  was  answered,  the  rain  descended  in  tor- 
rents, and  the  soldiers  were  employing  each  vessel  they 
possessed  in  gathering  the  precious  liquid,  when  the  disap- 
pointed barbarians  burst  upon  them.  A  tempest  of  hail 
burst  in  the  very  faces  of  the  assailants ;  lightnings  devas- 
tated their  ranks,  and  drove  them  to  seek  shelter  in  instant 
flight ;  while  Aurelius  and  his  rescued  army  adored  the  God 
of  the  Christians,  like  Ahab  and  the  Israelites  of  old. 

But  as  in  those  olden  days,  so  likewise  now.  The 
emperor  and  his  subjects  forgot  the  deliverance,  and  again 
sought  the  lives  of  the  faithful. 

Such  is  the  legend.  The  fact  of  the  deliverance  is 
certain;  but  the  Pagan  writers  claimed  the  honour  for 
their  own  gods,  ascribing  the  sudden  interposition  to  the 
magical  incantations  of  one  Amesiphis,  an  Egyptian 
soothsayer,  who  accompanied  the  army. 

Papias,  Bishop  of  Hierapolis,  was  probably  the  last  sur- 
vivor of  the  disciples  of  S.  John;  and  it  is  also  stated  that  he 
had  conversed  with  the  daughters  of  S.  Philip  the  Deacon, 
two  of  whom  had  finished  their  course  at  Hierapolis. 
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He  wrote  five  books,  which  he  called  "Explanations  of 
the  Oracles  of  Christ/'  containing  many  traditions  con- 
cerning the  Apostles,  which  he  had  received  from  their 
contemporaries.  But  his  writings  contain  so  many  things 
whi^h  are  purely  legendary  that  their  authority  is  not 
greatly  esteemed.  He  is  supposed  to  have  sufiered  mar- 
tyrdom in  this  persecution;  and  thus  the  last  of  those 
who  had  seen  and  conversed  with  the  Apostles  was  re- 
moved, Polycarp  of  Smyrna,  Pothinus  of  Lyons,  and  Papias 
of  Hierapolis,  all  suffering  in  this  grievous  persecution. 

Melito,  Bishop  of  Sardis,  a  Greek  by  birth,  and  well 
versed  in  philosophy,  wrote  an  apology  for  the  faith,  which 
he  addressed  personally  to  the  emperor.  Nor  was  the 
appeal  wholly  unsuccessful;  the  persecution  was  checked 
shortly  afterwards  by  a  letter  of  the  emperor,  in  which  he 
refutes  the  groundless  belief  that  earthquakes,  and  such 
like  calamities  were  to  be  ascribed  to  the  anger  of  the 
gods  against  the  Christians,  who  seemed  least  of  all  men 
to  dread  them,  and  renewed  the  injunctions  of  his  pre- 
decessors against  the  accusers  of  the  Faithful,  while  he 
rebuked  the  folly  of  the  supposition  that  persecution 
could  subdue  men  who  seemed  to  prefer  death  for  their 
religion  to  life  itself. 

And  yet  it  is  sad  to  think  that  such  men  as  Polycarp 
or  Pothinus  should  have  suffered  for  their  firm  adherence 
to  the  Faith  under  the  rule  of  a  man  so  benevolent  and 
merciful  as  Marcus  Aurelius.  It  was  the  misfortune  of 
the  Christians  that  they  had  to  dread  the  mistaken  justice 
of  the  best  of  their  rulers  far  more  than  the  selfish 
indifference  of  indolent  or  worthless  tyrants. 
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Shortly  after  the  fury  of  the  persecution  decreased,  the 
emperor  left  Borne  to  carry  on  a  campaign  against  the 
barbarians  on  the  Danube.  After  a  few  brief  months  of 
mental  anxiety  and  bodily  fatigue,  he.  sank  beneath  the 
burden  of  his  toils»  and  died  at  Vienna,  in  March,  aj>.  180, 
in  the  twentieth  year  of  his  reign,  and  the  fifty-ninth  of 
his  age,  the  brightest  and  purest  of  the  heroes  of  Paganism; 
one  whose  whole  life  seemed  modelled  upon  the  precepts 
of  that  Saviour  whom  he  ignorantly  persecuted  in  the 
suffering  members  of  His  Mystical  Body;  one  who,  had 
he  but  known  the  light,  would  willingly  have  lived  and 
died  for  the  Faith  he  proscribed.  There  are  few  sadder 
subjects  for  reflection  than  his  career  and  his  mental  strug- 
gles as  revealed  by  his  ''Meditations,*'  seeking  earnestly 
for  Ught,  eYa.Tnining  himseK  daily,  labouring  even  for  those 
ungrateful  for  his  care,  with  unwearying  love,  yet  blind 
while  light  was  so  near.  No  certain  hope  of  a  future 
individual  existence  throws  light  upon  these  Meditations ; 
only  a  vague  belief  that  the  spirit,  emancipated  from  the 
body,  would  return  to  mingle  with  the  great  world  spirit 
of  which  it  was  but  an  emanation.  We  can  but  lament 
that  one  so  pure  should  never  have  known  the  secret  of 
life  and  immortality  revealed  to  the  meanest  of  his  victims. 

In  this  reign  the  philosophers  and  literati  of  the  age 
first  began  to  consider  the  tenets  of  the  Christians  worthy 
of  serious  refutation. 

The  opposition  was  led  by  Celsus,  who,  in  a  long  and 
laboured  treatise,  charged  the  Christians  with  ignorance, 
barbarism,  and  superstition. 

He  had  studied  the  sacred  writings  in  order  to  refute 
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them,  and  to  turn  them  to  ridicule;  but  had  studied 
them  so  carelessly,  that  he  continually  confounded  the 
Old  and  New  Dispensations.  He  ascribed  the  miracles 
of  the  Gospel,  which  few  Pagan  writers  or  controversialists 
attempted  to  deny,  to  magical  arts;  and  mistaking  the 
meaning  and  force  of  the  Sacramental  system,  charged  the 
Christians  with  still  having  recourse  to  the  same  magical 
practices.  Worthless  and  inconclusive  as  were  his  argu- 
ments, yet  the  fact  of  their  appearance  indicates  the 
progress  Christianity  liad  made,  and  the  work  of  Celsus 
remained  for  nearly  a  century  as  the  chief  text-book  of 
the  Pagan  controversialists. 

But  the  battle  had  to  be  fought  out  on  the  arena,  not  in 
the  schools  of  the  philosophers.  The  rack,  the  stake,  and 
the  scourge  had  to  be  conquered ;  the  scribbling  of  the 
heathen  writers  was  of  secondary  importance. 


CHAPTER   V. 

FROM  THE  ACCESSION  OF  COMMODUS  TO  THE 

DEATH  OF  SEVERUS. 

A.D.  180-211. 

/^OMMODUS,  the  son  and  successor  of  the  virtuons 
^^  Marcus  Aurelius,  was  in  every  way  unworthy  o£  the 
father  whose  conspicuous  virtues  procured  the  son  an 
undisputed  accession  to  the  throne. 

Once  more  the  vices  of  Nero,  or  Domitian,  were  repre- 
sented on  the  world's  wide  stage ;  while  to  the  follies  and 
crimes  of  his  predecessors  Commodus  added  that  of  appear- 
ing from  time  to  time  in  the  Amphitheatre  as  a  gladiator, 
and  in  that  character  slaying  several  hundreds  of  unfortu- 
nate wretches,  who  were  forced  to  engage  him  with  blunted 
weapons. 

Yet  during  his  infamous  career  the  afflicted  Church 
found  leisure  to  bind  up  her  wounds,  and  enjoyed  com- 
parative peace,  the  only  martyr  of  note,  of  whose  sufferings 
we  have  certain  knowledge,  being  one  Apollonius,  a  senator, 
who  was  accused  by  one  of  his  own  slaves. 

He  was  allowed  to  make  his  own  defence  before  the 
senate,  and  was  then  condemned  to  be  beheaded;  while  the 
miserable  informer  had  his  limbs  broken  one  by  one,  and 
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thus  by  a  cruel  death  expiated  his  treason  (for  such  it  was 
considered)  to  his  master. 

The  Churches  in  Gaul  shared  in  the  restored  tranquillity, 
the  martyred  Pothinus  being  succeeded  by  the  renowned 
Irenaeus,  a  bishop  whose  services  to  the  cause  of  Chris- 
tianity deserve  more  than  a  passing  notice. 

Irenseus  was  of  Greek  extraction,  a  native  of  Smyrna, 
brought  up  at  the  feet  of  Polycarp  from  his  earliest  youth. 
He  was  learned,  not  only  in  Christian  doctrine,  but  in  the 
heathen  philosophy  and  mythology,  so  that  he  became  a 
practised  controversialist.  He  was  still  a  young  man  when 
he  was  sent  by  the  Churches  of  the  East  to  aid  Pothinus 
in  the  Churches  they  had  founded  in  Gaul ;  and  arriving 
at  Lyons,  he  applied  himself  with  the  utmost  energy  to 
the  work  of  a  missionary  amongst  the  Celtic  population. 
He  learned  their  language,  although  it  had  been  so  far 
superseded  by  the  Latin  that  it  was  only  spoken  by  the 
lower  classes,  and  by  these  means  gained  great  power  over 
the  hearts  of  the  poorer  classes,  who  heard  in  their  own 
rough,  guttural  tongue  the  Word  of  Life. 

Either  during,  or  (as  some  suppose)  at  the  close  of  the 
persecution,  he  was  sent  to  Eome  on  a  mission  to  Eleutherus 
respecting  the  rise  of  the  Montanist  heresy  and  the  Paschal 
controversy. 

Montanus,  a  native  of  Syria,  and  recent  convert  to 
Christianity,  disappointed  of  preferment  in  the  Church, 
gave  out  that  he  was  inspired  by  the  Holy  Ghost  to  bring 
the  Church  to  maturity,  and  that  his  two  disciples,  ladies 
who  had  forsaken  their  husbands,  were  prophetesses.  Ob- 
taining many  followers,  they  distinguished  themselves  by 
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extravagant  austerities  and  asceticism;  but  the  great  feature 
of  their  teaching,  which  greatly  disturbed  the  minds  of 
many  Christians,  and  unduly  influenced  the  Church  herself, 
was  a  denial  of  the  possibility,  or  at  least  the  probability, 
of  the  remission  of  sins  committed  after  Baptism. 

The  progress  of  the  Paschal  controversy  may  be  briefly 
sketched.  The  mild  counsels  of  Anicetus,  Bishop  of  Borne, 
had  hitherto  prevailed,  and  the  differing  Churches  had  been 
permitted  to  follow  their  own  uses  without  a  breach  of 
peace  and  unity — the  Easterns  justifying  themselves  by 
the  example  of  S.  Philip  and  S.  John,  the  Westerns  by  the 
authority  of  S.  Peter  and  S.  Paul.  But  towards  the  close 
of  the  second  century,  Victor,  the  third  in  succession  firom 
Anicetus,  endeavoured  to  force  the  Eastern  Churches  to 
accept  the  Western  rule,  under  threat  of  excommunication, 
in  which  measure  he  was  supported  by  many  foreign 
bishops.  But  the  supremacy  of  Rome  was  not  then 
acknowledged,  and  the  Asiatics  answered  this  lordly  sum- 
mons by  the  pen  of  Polycrates,  Bishop  of  Ephesus,  who 
declared  in  their  name  that  they  would  not  depart  from 
the  customs  they  had  originally  received  by  Apostolic 
authority. 

Victor  pronounced  the  unjust  sentence  of  excommuni- 
cation ;  but  it  only  sufficed  to  cut  his  own  Church  from 
communion  with  the  East,  the  other  Churches  refusing  to 
acknowledge  his  power  or  right  to  pronounce  so  arbitrary 
a  sentence. 

The  progress  of  this  sad  dissension  was  happily  averted 
by  the  wise  remonstrances  of  Irenseus.  He  was  well 
qualified  to  settle  the  dispute ;  for  although  brought  up  in 
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the  East,  he  had  become  the  bishop  of  a  Western  Church, 
and  had  cheerfully  conformed  to  the  national  usage  of  his 
diocese.  In  consequence  of  this  his  arbitration  reconciled 
the  disputants,  and  the  Easterns  continued  to  observe  their 
distinctive  customs  until  the  Council  of  Niceea,  a.d.  325, 
when  the  Eastern  use  was  abolished,  and  uniformity  of 
practice  prevailed  throughout  the  Christian  world. 

During  his  stay  in  Rome,  Lremeus  met  a  former  associate, 
one  Florinus,  who  had  been  his  fellow- pupil  imder  Poly- 
carp,  and  found,  to  his  great  grief,  that  he  had  fallen  into 
deadly  heresy,  having  embraced  the  dualistic  principle, 
•which  taught  the  co-existence  of  two  equal  deities,  the  one 
good,  the  other  evil,  thus  anticipating  the  later  teaching  of 
Manicheeism.  Grieved  at  the  fall  of  his  former  companion, 
he  strove  in  vain  to  reclaim  him ;  but  was  forced  to  leave 
Borne,  on  his  return  to  Lyons,  with  the  work  unaccom- 
plished. 

Betuming  in  safety  to  the  flock  he  had  left,  he  was 
elected  by  the  imanimous  voice  of  the  Faithful  to  succeed 
Pothinus,  the  disciple  of  S.  John,  in  the  See  of  Lyons, 
and  had  no  choice  but  to  accept  the  post  of  dignity,  but 
of  danger. 

Thence  he  wrote  a  loving  letter  to  Florinus,  yet  pre- 
served to  us,  reminding  him  of  their  famiUar  intercourse 
as  boys  under  Polycarp,  and  how  from  his  lips  they  had 
both  learned  the  teaching  of  S.  John,  and  others  who  had 
seen  the  Lord  in  person. 

This  appeal  to  earlier  and  better  days  failed,  alas  1  in 
its  effect.  Florinus  was  indeed  partially  reclaimed,  but 
fell  away  again  under  the  false  teaching  of  one  Yalentinus, 
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of  whom  we  have  already  spoken  as  the  greatest  of  tiie 
Gnostic  teachers. 

In  a  synod  held  at  Lyons  censure  was  pronounced 
against  the  doctrines  of  Valentinus,  and  his.  fellow- 
heresiarch  Marcion ;  and  a  portion  of  a  treatise  written  by 
Irenaeus  on  the  occasion  yet  survives,  known  9&  "The 
Book  of  the  Ogdoad." 

In  the  course  of  this  work  he  appeals  to  the  uniform 
tradition  preserved  in  the  Apostolic  Churches,  and,  com- 
menting upon  the  consent  of  the  Episcopate,  says :  **  We 
can  name  men  whom  the  Apostles  made  J)ishops  in  the 
several  Churches,  appointing  them  their  successors;  and 
most  certainly  they  would  deliver  those  mysterious  secrets 
of  Christianity,  which  they  themselves  possessed,  to  those 
to  whom  they  commended  the  Churches,  leaving  them  as 
their  successors  with  the  same  power  and  authority  they 
enjoyed  themselves." 

The  Episcopate  thus  established,  became  the  bond  of 
unity  between  Churches  widely  severed  by  distance,  so 
that  Christians  leaving  one  portion  of  .the  empire,  were 
commended  by  letters  from  their  own  bishop  to  the 
bishops  of  the  most  distant  provinces  in  which  they 
might  desire  to  travel  or  to  settle,  and  thus  the  brother 
from  Britain  would  find  a  ready  welcome  under  the  burn- 
ing sun  of  Africa  or  of  Syria. 

Irenseus  is  supposed  to  have  ruled  the  Church  in  Gaul 
until  the  death  of  the  unhappy  and  dissolute  Commodus 
plunged  the  Roman  world  into  war,  and  finally  led  to  the 
commencement  of  the  GreaX  Fifth  PersectUion. 

During  the  lifetime  of  this  abandoned  youth,  a  woman 
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named  Marcia,  who  had  great  influence  over  him,  protected 
the  Christians.  At  last  she  found  her  own  name  in  a  list 
of  the  victims  whom  he  intended  to  sacrifice  to  his  cruelty, 
and,  anticipating  the  result,  poisoned  the  emperor. 

The  virtuous  Pertinax  was  appointed  his  successor  by 
the  Praetorian  guards ;  but  after  eighty-six  days  they  mur- 
dered him,  being  tired  of  his  virtues,  and  in  the  excess  of 
their  insolence  offered  the  empire  for  sale  to  the  highest 
bidder. 

One  Didius  was  rash  enough  to  accept  the  opportunity, 
but  was  only  permitted  to  enjoy  his  purchase  for  three 
months,  which  he  spent  in  inordinate  luxury,  ere  he  was 
also  murdered,  and  the  empire  was  contended  for  as  a  prize 
by  three  famous  generals,  Severus,  Niger,  and  Albinus. 

Outside  the  gates  of  Lyons,  of  which  city,  as  we  have 
seen,  S.  Irenaeus  was  bishop,  the  final  battle  was  fought 
between  Severus  and  Albinus.  There  was  a  most  terrible 
struggle.  Albinus  was  killed  after  a  desperate  defence,  and 
his  troops  fled.  It  is  said  that  the  river  Ehone,  on  whose 
banks  it  was  fought,  ran  red  with  blood. 

The  other  competitor,  Niger,  had  already  been  removed 
from  the  scene,  and  Severus  was  sole  emperor.  At  once 
crafty  and  cruel,  he  secured  himself  upon  the  throne  by 
destroying  all  those  who  were  supposed  to  have  favoured 
other  competitors,  and  thus  he  filled  Rome  with  bloodshed. 

The  Christians  for  some  time  were  umnolested ;  indeed, 
they  had  some  claim  upon  the  forbearance  of  the  emperor, 
who  had  been  cured  by  a  Christian  slave  of  a  most  dan- 
gerous illness ;  but  Severus  was  stern  and  cruel ;  lie  deter- 
mined that  the  laws  of  the  empire  should  be  observed. 
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But  it  was  not  till  his  return  from  a  long  and  tedious 
progress  through  his  dominions  that  his  resolution  was 
finally  sealed,  when  he  issued  edicts  bidding  that  the  dor- 
mant laws  should  be  put  into  instant  operation ;  and  thus 
he  inaugurated  the  Ortat  Fifth  Persecution  about  the  year 
201.  Owing  to  his  determined  character,  his  inflexi- 
bility, and  his  utter  absence  of  compassion,  there  was  no 
circumstance  which  could  mitigate  the  severity  of  the 
edict.    The  law  was  carried  out  to  the  letter. 

The  storm  fell  at  a  very  early  period  upon  the  city  of 
Lyons ;  but  there  are  few  particulars  preserved.  The  per- 
secution was  so  intense  and  unsparing  that  it  left  few,  if 
any,  witnesses  to  record  it,  save  the  persecutors  themselves. 

All  we  know  is,  that  in  the  tenth  year  of  Severus  a 
mighty  celebration  of  Pagan  rites,  ceremonies,  and  games 
took  place  at  Lyons.  Nearly  aU  the  inhabitants  were 
then  Christians,  but  they  were  utterly  out-numbered  by 
the  multitudes  of  Pagans  who  poured  in  upon  them  from 
the  surrounding  districts. 

There  can  be  little  doubt  that  nearly  the  whole  Chris- 
tian population  was  ruthlessly  destroyed;  and  although 
the  record,  which  asserts  that  nineteen  thousand  suffered, 
is  perhaps  an  exaggeration  of  later  days,  yet  we  may 
easily  credit  the  tradition  which  asserts  that  the  very 
streets  ran  with  blood. 

How  tenaeus  himself  won  his  crown  is  somewhat 
uncertain;  but  he  is  generally  believed  to  have  died  by 
the  sword  in  this  cruel  massacre,  which  took  place  in  the 
year  202. 

Alexandria  appears  to  have  been  another  focus  of  this 
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persecution,  and  to  have  furnished  a  large  addition  to  the 
noble  army  of  Martyrs. 

Amongst  the  earliest  victims  in  that  city  was  a  citizen 
named  Leonides,  the  father  of  the  famous  Origen — famous 
both  as  a  philosopher,  and  for  his  life-long  sufiferings  for 
the  faith  of  Christ. 

Writing  to  his  father  in  the  prison,  the  heroic  boy  bid 
him  "  Take  heed,  father,  that  you  do  not  change  your  mind 
for  our  sake."  The  father  did  not,  but  died  the  death  of 
the  martyr,  leaving  behind  him  a  wife  and  seven  children. 

A  pious  Christian  lady  educated  Origen,  the  eldest  of 
the  seven. 

But  the  most  touching  story  connected  with  the  Fifth 
Persecution  is  that  of  Perpetua  and  her  companions,  who 
suffered  at  Carthage,  which  is  preserved  to  us  in  a  narra- 
tive partly  written  by  the  Saint  herself. 

She  was  a  catechumen,  or  candidate  for  Baptism,  only 
twenty-two  years  of  age,  lately  married,  with  an  infant  at 
her  breast. 

Her  father  begged  and  implored  her  with  tears  to  save 
herself  and  him  from  dishonour  and  misery ;  but  she  was 
inflexible,  although  his  pain  was  the  saddest  of  all  her 
sufiferings  to  the  affectionate  daughter.  While  in  prison 
awaiting  trial  she  was  baptized  with  her  companions  in 
tribulation,  Eevocatus,  Felicitas,  Satuminus,  and  Secun- 
dulus,  praying  earnestly  for  the  grace  of  endurance. 
Perpetua  suffered  much  in  the  miserable  inner  prison 
from  the  heat  and  the  darkness,  and  especially  from  the 
ceaseless  pain  of  anxiety  for  her  infant.  Two  deacons  had 
given  money  to  the  gaolers  to  be  merciful  to  the  captives. 
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and  the  poor  mother  thus  was  allowed  to  see  her  child, 
and  at  last  to  have  it  with  her,  when,  she  says,  "the 
prison  became  a  palace." 

Praying  for  a  vision,  she  saw  a  ladder  of  gold  reaching 
to  heaven,  but  around  it  swords,  lances,  and  hooks,  to  tear 
the  flesh  of  such  as  should  ascend,  while  a  dragon  at  the 
foot  menaced  the  ascent.  Quelling  it  in  the  name  of  Christ, 
she  ascended  in  safety,  and  found  herself  in  a  happy  region, 
where  a  good  Shepherd  led  his  flock  in  green  pastures. 
She  interpreted  the  vision  as  an  omen  of  her  approaching 
victory  through  death. 

Once  more  her  father  sought  her  in  the  prison,  and  a 
sad  and  painful  scene  followed.  The  old  man  in  his 
agitation  bowed  his  grey  hairs  to  the  very  dust,  imploring 
his  child  to  show  pity  upon  him,  and  to  recant.  Truly 
this  was  the  worst  trial  of  all. 

The  day  of  the  examination  came,  and  the  unhappy 
father  so  disturbed  the  proceedings  that  the  procurator 
ordered  him  to  be  beaten  with  rods,  Perpetua  feeling  the 
pain  as  if,  she  says,  the  blows  had  fallen  upon  her  own 
shrinking  form.  The  trial  ended,  the  accused  were  con- 
demned to  the  beasts. 

A  few  days  later,  while  praying  earnestly,  she  found 
herself  naming  her  brother  Dinocrates,  who  had  died  at 
the  age  of  seven,  and  who  appeared  to  her  in  a  vision,  as 
in  a  state  of  suffering.  She  prayed  until  she  was  com- 
forted by  a  vision  of  the  child  in  a  place  of  light  and 
refreshment,  and  then,  she  says,  she  understood  that  he 
was  translated  from  sadness  to  joy.  It  must  be  remem- 
bered that  pmyers  for  the  increase  of  light  and  joy  to  the 
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Faithful  departed  then  formed  a  place  in  every  Christian 
Liturgy. 

The  martyrs  were  kept  for  the  birthday  of  Geta,  the  son 
of  Severus,  who  had  now  been  associated  with  his  father 
in  the  government.  Meanwhile  Secundulus  died  in  prison. 
Felicitas  in  the  interval  gave  birth  to  a  child.  Crying 
aloud  in  the  pangs  of  travail,  an  attendant  asked  her,  if 
she  could  not  bear  this,  how  would  she  act  when  exposed 
to  the  beasts?  "/  bear  this,"  she  replied;  "but  then 
Christ  will  suffer  within  me,  and  bear  it  for  me." 

The  night  before  their  sufferings  a  singular  custom  was 
observed,  that  of  giving  a  feast  to  the  sufferers  about  to  be 
executed.  This  feast  the  martyrs  accepted,  but  turned  it 
into  a  resemblance  of  the  Agapae  or  Christian  love  feast. 
The  people  pressed  to  gaze  upon  them.  "  Yes,  mark  our 
faces,"  said  Satuminus,  "  that  you  may  know  us  when  we 
meet  at  the  final  judgment," 

Led  forth  to  the  Amphitheatre  on  the  morrow,  their 
worn  and  pallid  faces  were  suffused  with  joy.  They  were 
required  to  wear  the  old  heathen  dresses  of  Phoenician 
origin  peculiar  to  Carthage,  and  retained  from  the  time 
when  human  sacrifices  were  customary ;  but  they  pleaded 
that  they  died  in  order  to  escape  these  things,  and  their 
objection  was  admitted* 

The  men  were  exposed  to  lions,  bears,  and  leopards ;  the 
women  to  a  mad  cow.  Perpetua  appeared  as  if  she  felt  no 
pain,  but  was  in  perfect  peace ;  she  had  been  tossed  by  the 
furious  beast,  and  had  swooned,  when,  recovering  herself, 
she  asked  when  the  beasts  would  come,  and  could  hardly 
believe  that  that  part  of  the  trial  was  over.    Then  she  and 
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her  sorrowing  companions,  giving  each  other  the  last  kiss  of 
peace,  were  led  forth,  one  by  one,  to  the  centre  of  the  arena 
and  slain  by  gladiators.  The  gladiator  who  was  appointed 
to  slay  Perpetua  was  a  mere  boy,  and  misdirected  his 
sword,  but  perceiving  his  agitation  she  directed  the  swoid 
herself  towards  a  vital  part,  and  thus  breathed  forth  her 
soul  to  God. 

The  affecting  narrative  of  the  martyrdom  of  the  slave 
Potamisena,  at  Alexandria,  must  not  be  forgotten.  She 
might  easily  have  purchased  safety  by  the  sacrifice  of  her 
honour,  but  refusing,  was  condemned  to  be  cast  into  boiling 
pitch.  As  they  were  preparing  to  strip  her,  she  begged  to 
be  allowed  to  retain  her  garments,  and  obtained  the  boon 
at  the  price  of  being  lowered  inch  by  inch  into  the  caldron. 
Her  agony  lasted  three  hours,  and  her  constancy  was  the 
cause  of  the  conversion  of  one  of  her  executioners.  Truly 
in  her  case  was  strength  made  perfect  in  weakness. 

Towards  the  close  of  this  persecution  the  great  Cate- 
chetical School  at  Alexandria  was  now  ruled  by  Clement, 
as  a  theological  school  in  preparation  for  the  ministry  of 
the  Church,  and  furnished  many  victims  for  Ood. 

Clement,  who  was  a  man  deeply  versed,  not  only  in 
Christian  theology,  but  in  Greek  philosophy,  was  forced 
to  leave  the  city,  and  the  school  passed  under  the  care  of 
Origen,  who  remained  there  throughout  the  persecution. 

How  he  escaped  can  hardly  be  conceived.  He  stood  by 
his  pupils  in  several  instances  while  they  suffered  martyr- 
dom,  exhorting  them  to  constancy.  He  was  hunted  by  the 
mob  from  street  to  street,  and  from  house  to  house.  He 
suffered  hunger  and  cold,  with  every  other  privation,  as 


TO  THE  DEATH  OF  SEVERUS.  I15 

he  fled  from  hiding-place  to  hiding-place,  yet  ever  emerging 
at  the  call  of  duty. 

But  his  life  was  preserved  by  Divine  Providence,  until 
the^  death  of  the  emperor  put  a  period  to  the  Pifth  Perse- 
cution. 

In  the  year  208  Sevems,  though  far  advanced  in 
years,  set  out  for  Caledonia,  with  his  sons,  Caracalla  and 
Geta.  He  entered  the  Highlands,  and  penetrated  to  the 
extreme  north ;  but  his  joy  at  his  successes  was  damped 
by  the  unnatural  behaviour  of  his  sons,  one  of  whom, 
Caracalla,  even  attempted  to  assassinate  his  father  in  the 
sight  of  the  army. 

Eetuming  to  York,  the  aged  emperor  died  of  a  severe 
fit  of  the  gout,  in  the  sixty-sixth  year  of  his  age,  and  the 
eighteenth  of  his  reign,  A.D.  211. 

Before  quitting  this  period,  it  seems  necessary  to  give 
some  further  account  of  the  great  and  learned  TertuUian. 

Quintus  Septimus  Florens  Tertulliaai  was  bom  at  the 
great  African  city  of  Carthage,  his  father  being  probably 
a  Roman  centurion  under  the  proconsul  of  Africa,  who 
educated  his  son  in  all  the  learning  of  the  day;  so  that 
he  became  familiar  with  poets  and  orators,  as  also  with 
philosophy,  law,  and  mathematics. 

His  conversion  is  supposed  to  have  taken  pljwje  in  the 
earlier  years  of  Severus.  He  had  observed  the  miraculous 
power  over  pain  and  agony  given  by  the  Faith,  of  Christ, 
the  pure  lives  of  the  brethren,  the  fulfilment  of  prophecies, 
and  the  miraculous  phenomena  then  attending  the  spread 
of  the  Gospel. 
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These  circumstances  first  attracted  him ;  but  the  living 
power  of  the  life  of  God  within  the  soul,  which  succeeded 
his  baptism,  rendered  him  an  enthusiast  in  the  cause  of 
truth.  He  gave  up  everything  the  world  could  oflfer  him, 
and  publicly  proclaimed  his  conversion  to  the  despised 
sect  of  the  Nazarenes. 

In  these  days  he  wrote  his  first  apology  for  the  Chris- 
tians, in  which  he  defends  them  against  the  charge  of 
impiety,  and  from  the  popular  scandals,  alleges  the  inno- 
cency  of  their  lives,  and  denounces  the  cruel  injustice  of 
the  laws  against  them.  He  points  out  the  uselessness  of 
attempting  to  crush  the  Church  by  persecution.  "The 
more  we  are  mown  down  by  you,"  he  says,  "  the  more  we 
spring  up.  The  blood  of  the  martyrs  is  the  seed  of  the 
Church." 

He  points  out  that,  although  of '  yesterday,  the  Faith 
had  penetrated  even  beyond  the  bounds  of  the  empire,  and 
draws  from  its  vitality  a  magnificent  argument  for  its  truth 
and  supernatural  origin. 

The  preaching  of  Montanus  and  his  followers  attracted 
Tertullian,  probably  owing  to  the  very  fact  that  the  views 
chiefly  advocated  set  forth  the  necessity  of  extreme 
asceticism  and  severity  of  life,  condemning  all  avoidance 
of  martyrdom  by  flight,  and  aiming  at  a  standard  of 
holiness  almost,  alas,  unattainable  below. 

The  more  repulsive  features  of  Montanism  were  pro- 
bably kept  in  the  background  ;  and  Tertullian  in  an 
unhappy  moment,  when  he  had  been  treated  with  some 
harshness  by  the  clergy  of  Rome,  joined  himself  to  their 
community,  and   became   thenceforth    an   alien   to  the 
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Church.  His  example  led  many  astray,  and  the  sect  was 
still  surviving  at  Carthage  in  the  days  of  S.  Augustine. 

It  is  not  clear  by  what  manner  of  death  TertuUian  died ; 
he  is  said  to  have  passed  his  sixtieth  year.  His  best 
known  works  are  his  *'  Apology,"  his  treatises  "  De  Spec- 
taculis,"  "  Ad  Martyres,"  &c. 

There  is,  alas,  a  sad  want  of  love  manifested  even  in  his 
earlier  writings,  before  his  secession.  He  glories  in  the 
coming  destruction  of  the  sinners,  when  he  should  rather 
follow  the  example  of  Him  Who  wept  over  Jerusalem. 
May  not  this  want  of  love  supply  in  some  measure  the 
explanation  why  " so  great  a  star  fell  from  heaven"? 

Although  the  cardinal  verities  of  the  Faith  "  once  for  all 
delivered  to  the  Saints  '*  were  held  with  "firmness  from  the 
beginning,  yet  the  contact  of  the  Church  with  heathen 
philosophy  was  forcing  the  task  of  definition  upon  its 
spiritual  rulers,  and  a  development  of  doctrine  in  this 
sense  was  unavoidable.  For  instance,  the  doctrine  of  the 
Holy  Trinity,  mysteriously  stated  in  Holy  Scripture,  had 
excited  the  scorn  of  many  opponents,  and  the  bewUder- 
ment  of  those  who,  with  the  frail  powers  given  to  the 
creature,  sought  to  comprehend  the  Creator.  This  ren- 
dered it  necessary  for  the  Church  to  define  exactly  what 
she  gathered  from  the  Holy  Scriptures  as  to  the  point  in 
question ;  and  heresy  after  heresy  was  divinely  overruled 
for  the  confirmation  of  the  Faith. 

Two  opposite  errors  were  introduced  by  those  who  vainly 
sought  to  fathom  the  mystery  of  the  Three  in  One,  against 
which  the  Church  had  to  define  the  Catholic  Faith. 

The  one  introduced  by  Theodotus  and  his  successor, 
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Artemon,  represented  the  Father  alone  as  God,  the  Son 
as  a  man  upon  whom  the  Divine  wisdom  rested,  and  the 
Holy  Spirit  either  as  a  creature  or  as  merely  a  Divine 
influence. 

The  other,  first  introduced  by  Praxeas,  an  Asiatic,  but 
with  which  the  name  of  Sabellius,  a  pr^byter  of  Libya,  is 
for  ever  identified,  maintained  that  the  names  Father,  Son, 
and  Holy  Ghost  are  merely  designations  of  the  One  Deity 
in  different  manifestations — the  Father,  when  manifested 
as  our  Creator ;  the  Son,  as  our  Bedeemer ;  the  Holy 
Ghost,  as  our  Sanctifier.  Therefore,  seeing  that  there  was 
but  oue  Person  under  three  manifestations,  it  might  be 
said  that  the  Father  suffered  for  our  sins,  a  statement 
which  led  to  the  title  of  ''  Patripassians,"  applied  to  some 
of  the  followers  of  Praxeas  or  Sabellius. 

"  God  Himself,"  said  the  latter,  "  is  the  monad,  the  one 
self-existent  Being;  revealed.  He  is  extended  into  the 
Trinity."  He  did  not  deny  the  use  of  the  theological 
appellation  "Person"  as  applied  to  the  Son  and  Holy 
Ghost,  but  divested  it  of  all  meaning,  rendering  it  equiva- 
lent to  a  "  character  assumed  for  the  occasion,"  hereafter 
to  be  relinquished  when  the  work  of  Eedemption  was 
complete. 

These  heresies  were  condemned  by  various  local  synods 
and  councils  of  the  Church ;  but  .many  generations  had  to 
pass  away  before  the  cessation  of  persecution  permitted 
the  meeting  of  general  councils,  before  whose  authority 
they  finally  withered  away. 

We  have  already  mentioned  the  Catechetical  School  of 
Alexandria  in  connection  with  the  Decian  persecution, 
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when  it  furnished  many  a  recruit  to  the  noble  army  of 
martyrs,  but  it  merits  a  more  extended  notice  at  our 
hands. 

The  people  of  Alexandria,  inheriting  many  of  the  pecu- 
liarities of  their  Greek  ancestry,  had  ever  given  great 
attention  to  philosophy,  and  their  researches  in  this  direc- 
tion were  not  free  from  much  extravagance  of  thought  and 
language. 

It  was  but  natural,  therefore,  that  Alexandrian  Chris- 
tianity should  be  somewhat  influenced  by  this  tendency, 
•and  the  Catechetical  School,  originally,  according  to  tradi- 
tion, founded  by  S.  Mark  as  an  institution  for  the  instruc- 
tion of  catechumens,  had  now  become  a  higher  school  for 
the  intellectual  training  of  the  clergy,  or  others  whose 
gifts  led  '  them  to  seek  instruction  in  the  principles  of 
Christian  philosophy. 

Pantsenus,  a  convert  from  the  Stoic  philosophy,  its 
master  in  the  beginning  of  the  second  century,  was  a  most 
devoted  and  also  talented  man.  He  seems  to  have  felt 
that  the  Gospel  must  be  clothed  in  a  more  intellectual  and 
philosophical  dress,  if  it  was  ever  to  make  its  way  in  Greek 
communities,  and  therefore  he  looked  upon  the  Greek 
philosophy,  especially  that  of  Plato,  which  the  unlearned 
Christians  rejected  as  the  work  of  the  evil  one,  as  an  in- 
strument ordained  of  Grod  to  prepare  the  Hellenic  race  for 
the  reception  of  the  Grospel,  even  as  the  law  had  been  a 
schoolmaster. to  bring  the  Jews  unto  Christ. 

The  same  method  was  pursued  by  his  great  successor, 
S.  Clement  of  Alexandria,  and  pushed  even  to  a  further 
extent  by  Origen,  who  succeeded  S.  Clement,  even  to  the 
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verge  of  heresy.  The  great  danger  of  the  school  was  a 
tendency  to  exaggerate  the  mystical  signification  of  Holy 
Scripture,  especially  of  the  historical  portion  of  the  Old 
Testament,  to  the  depreciation  of  its  literal  and  moral 
sense.  The  method  had  been  previously  employed  upon 
the  Old  Testament  by  the  Alexandrian  Jew,  Philo,  and  it 
led  many  writers,  not  merely  to  exalt  the  mystical  sense, 
but  to  treat  the  history  as  a  series  of  parables,  not  neces- 
sarily true  in  their  plain  and  literal  meaning. 

Yet  the  Church  owes  much  of  her  intellectual  pre-emi- 
nence to  this  school  of  thought,  to  which  it  is  also  owing 
that  philosophy  has  become  the  handmaid,  not  the  foe,  of 
theology. 

"While  the  Christians  of  Alexandria  were  thus  arming 
themselves  with  the  weapons  of  their  opponents,  the 
Pagans  in  turn  borrowed  from  them.  Feeling  it  impossible 
to  contend  successfully  with  the  Gospel,  unless  the  corrupt 
moral  teaching  of  mythology  were  discarded,  they  endea- 
voured to  reform  Paganism  itself,  maintaining  that  the  old 
heathen  myths,  rightly  understood,  would  be  found  to 
contain  all  that  Christianity  professed  of  moral  force  and 
truth,  in  a  purer  and  less  barbarous  form. 

Ammonius,  commonly  known  as  Saccas,  or  the  Sack- 
carrier,  was  the  founder  of  this  school,  during  the  reign 
of  Severus,  and  its  doctrine  became  known  as  "Neo- 
platonism,"  under  which  name  it  superseded,  by  degrees, 
almost  every  other  form  of  Pagan  philosophy.  It  had  great 
attractions  for  the  many,  whose  proud  spirits  shrank  alike 
from  the  corruption  of  the  heathen  world  and  the  hiimilia- 
tion  involved  in  a  profession  of  Christianity;  and  so  it 
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lingered  on  for  many  generations.  Its  last  influential 
teacher  was  the  ill-fated  Hjrpatia,  of  whom  we  shall  hear 
in  a  future  chapter ;  and  after  her  death  it  died  of  inani- 
tion. The  human  race  had  done  with  it,  and  the  last 
shadow  of  the  graceful  Greek  mythology  faded  away. 


CHAPTER   VI. 

FROM  THE  ACCESSION  oV  CARACALLA  AND  GETA  TO 

THE  DEATH  OF  DECIUS. 

A.D.  211-251. 

OEVEEUS  was  succeeded  by  his  two  sons,  CaracaUa' 
^^  and  Geta,  who  reigned  jointly  until  the  former  slew 
his  brother  in  his  mother's  arms,  impatient  to  reign  alone. 
After  a  reign  of  seven  years,  during  which  he  was  guilty 
of  great  cruelty,  and  on  one  occasion  slaughtered  half  the 
population  of  Alexandria  in  cold  blood  because  they  lam- 
pooned him  as  a  parricide,  he  was  assassinated  at  the 
instigation  of  one  Macrinus,  who  succeeded  him. 

The  family  of  Severus,  deprived  of  their  dignities,  were 
forced  to  take  refuge  in  the  East,  particularly  Moesa,  the 
sister  of  the  late  empress^  who  took  up  her  abode  at 
Emesa,  with  her  two  daughters,  Soemias  and  Mammsea. 

The  son  of  Scemias,  Elagabalus,  assumed  the  character 
of  the  natural  son  of  Caracalla,  whose  memory  was  dear 
to  the  soldiers,  whom  he  had  enriched  by  the  spoil  of  hi3 
victims.  They  revolted  in  favour  of  his  supposed  son. 
Macrinus  fell  in  battle,  and  Elagabalus  ascended  the 
throne.  He  was,  perhaps,  the  most  infamous  of  all  the 
tyrants,  who  ruled  the  Roman  empire.  Cruel  as  Nero  or 
Domitian,  he  surpassed  even  them  in  his  shameless  lewd- 
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ness.  He  introduced  the  worship  of  the  Syrian  deities 
into  Soma,  especially  of  those  whose  ^tributes  were  the 
most  abhorient  to  human  nature.  Indeed,  his  whole  life 
was  a  prolonged  offence  against  the  laws  of  God  and  of 
nature,  until  he  was  murdered,  in  a  popular  tumult,  in  the 
arms  of  his  mother,  Soemias,  who  shared  his  fate.  A  stone 
was  then  fastened  to  his  body,  and  it  was  thrown  into  the 
Tiber. 

His  cousin  Alexander^  the  son  of  Mammaea,  succeeded 
him  (aj).  222),  and  for  thirteen  years  ornamented  the 
imperial  throne  by  his  virtues. 

During  his  youth  the  government  was  chiefly  directed 
by  Mammsea,  who  corresponded  with  Origen,  and  is  sup^ 
posed  by  some  writers  to  have  been  herself  a  Christian. 
Not  only  did  Alexander  give  toleration  to  the  Faith, 
but  placed  the  statue  of  Christ  in  his  private  temple, 
amongst  those  of  others,^  whom  he  r^arded  as  teachers 
and  benefactors  of  the  himian  race.  Farther  than  this  he 
never  proceeded  in  the  way  of  truth.  Still,  Christianity 
flourished  imder  such  encouragement,  and  the  first  public 
edifice  for  Christian  worship,  of  which  we  have  any 
record,  was  solemnly  dedicated  to  Almighty  God.  Ad- 
mitted to  such  pubUc  toleration,  the  services  of  the  Church 
took  place  in  open  daylight,  and  the  Faithful  began  to  lose 
the  name  of  "  Lucifagae,"  or  "  Shunners  of  the  light." 

The  daily  life  of  Alexander,  as  we  read  in  his  biographies, 
was  somewhat  similar  to  that  of  his  noble  predecessor, 
Marcus  Aurelius.  He  rose  early,  and  passed  son;e  time  in 
his  private  temple,  meditating  upon  the  examples  of  those 
whose  statues  oi:namented  the  building.    His  day  was 
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divided  regularly  betwe^i  public  business,  necessary  gym- 
nastic  exercise,  and  philosophical  reading.  Wh^a  his 
palace  was  open  to  his  subjects,  the  herald  was  heard 
proclaiming,  "Let  none  enter  these  holy  walls  unless 
conscious  of  a  pure  and  innocent  mind."  He  gave  his 
whole  application  to  the  business  of  the  state,  and,  in 
short,  discharged  with  singular  zeal  and  success  the  duties 
of  his  exalted  station.  But  his  very  virtues  were  as 
obnoxious  to  the  legions,  who  really  governed  the  empire, 
as  the  effeminate  vices  of  his  cousin  had  been.  They 
wanted  a  ruler,  who  would  multiply  executions  and  pro- 
scriptions, and  divide  the  spoil  amongst  themselves,  so 
they  became  daily  more  inimical  to  the  rule  of  the  gentle 
Alexander. 

Accordingly,  while  he  was  leading  the  army  against  the 
Grerman  tribes,  who  were  harassing  the  frontiers,  they 
broke  into  his  tent  at  the  seventh  hour  of  the  day,  and 
with  many  wounds  assassinated  their  virtuous  and  con- 
fiding prince,  raising  a  brutal  giant,  named  Maximin,  a 
Thracian  barbarian,  of  enormous  stature,  to  the  imperial 
throne,  a  wretch  whose  sole  (Qualification  was  his  brutal 
courage  and  military  virtues  (a.d.  235). 

He  fiUed  Eome  with  blood  and  slaughter,  and  com- 
menced what  is  commonly  called  the  " Siacth  FersectUion" 
simply,  it  is  supposed,  because  the  Christians  had  been 
the  friends  of  his  murdered  predecessor.  The  virtuous 
Mammaea  perished,  and  many  Christians,  including  two 
successive  Bishops  of  Bome,  Pontianus  and  Antherius, 
suffered  martyrdom,  while  the  churches,  which  the  Chris- 
tians had  erected,  were  destroyed  by  fire. 
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The  senate  of  Borne  revolted  against  this  inhuman 
tyrant,  and  eliected  Balbinius  and  Maximus  emperors  to 
oppose  him,  the  result  being  that  Maximin  was  slain  by 
his  own  soldiers  under  the  Walls  of  Aquileia. 

His  rivals  did  not  long  survive  him.  The  Praetorian 
guards  assassinated  thiem  both,  and  Gordian,  an  amiable 
boy  of  sixteen,  whom  the  soldiers  called  their  child,  the 
senate  their  son,  and  the  people  their  delight,  succeeded 
to  the  throne. 

The  persecution  ceased,  as  did  also  the  civil  oppression, 
under  which  the  state  had  laboured ;  and  for  more  than 
five  years  the  Faithful  had  rest,  until  the  breaking  out  of 
war  called  the  young  emperor  to  the  Persian  frontier.  At 
first  the  Romans  were  successftd,  but  a  reverse  of  fortune 
provoked  a  mutiny,  and  the  emperor  was  slain  at  the  eady 
age  of  nineteen.  The  soldiers,  regretting  their  violence^ 
gave  him  all  funeral  honours,  but  elected  the  chief  insti- 
gator of  the  revolt,  conmionly  called  Philip  the  Arabian, 
who  had  been  a  Praetorian  prefect,  to  succeed  him. 

On  his  return  to  Bome,  after  concluding  a  treaty  of 
peace  with  Persia,  Philip  rested  awhile  at  Antioch.  Here, 
we  are  told  by  Eusebius,  he  sought  to  enter  the  Christian 
Church  on  Easter  Eve,  being  favourably  disposed  to  the 
Christiana ;  but  Babylas,  the  bishop,  forbade  his  entrance 
beyond  the  spot  set  aside  for  the  penitents,  and  told  him 
that  he  could  only  be  permitted  to  unite  with  the  Faith- 
ful after  penitence  and  confession. 

It  is  said  that  he  obeyed  cheerfully ;  but  it  is  certain 
that  his  allegiance  to  Christianity  was  very  slight,  for  on 
his  return  to  Bome  he  celebrated  the  secular  games,  com- 
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memorating  the  cnipposed  thcmsandth  anniyersaiy  of  the 
foundation  of  the  city  by  KomuluB,  with  all  the  magnifi- 
cence of  Pagan  worship. 

But  his  day  of  grace  was  shortr  The  soldiers  of  Mcesia 
and  Pannonia  invested  Decius,  a  soldier  of  eminence,  with 
the  imperial  purple,  and  the  rivals  met  in  battle,  near 
Verona,  where  Philip  was  defeated  and  slain,  and  Decius 
became  emperor. 

It  was  under  this  emperor  that  one  of  the  most  severe 
trials  she  had  ever  sustained  befell  the  Church,  commonly 
known  as  the  Seventh  PerseaiUwn.  like  Philip,  we  are 
told  that  he  attempted  to  enter  the  Church  at  Antioch, 
and  was  resisted  by  Babylas,  but  with  very  different 
results  from  those  which  had  followed  in  the  case  of 
Philip.  Decius  caused  the  bishop  to  be  apprehended,  and, 
together  with  three  young  boys  whom  he  had  educated, 
he  gained  the  crown  of  martyrdom,  saying  almost  with 
his  latest  breath,  "  Behold,  0  Lord,  I  and  the  children 
Thou  hast  given  me."  The  emperor's  attention  being  thus 
unfavourably  attracted  towards  Christianity,  he  resolved 
to  persevere  in  his  opposition,  and  to  exterminate  the 
doctrines  which  taught  men  to  despise  the  powers  of  this 
world  in  discharge  of  their  duty  to  Grod.  Hence  he 
published  edicts  throughout  the  whole  empire,  command- 
ing the  various  magistrates  to  appoint  a  day  in  every 
town,  wherein  inquisition  should  be  made  concerning  the 
belief  of  each  individual,  that  those,  who  did  not  comply 
with  the  national  rites  and  customs,  might  be  discovered. 
A  day  was  accordingly  appointed  in  each  city,  and  courts, 
composed  of  a  magistrate  and  five  assessors,  were  formed. 


AND  GETA    TV  THE  DEATH  OF  DECIOS.        127 

before  which  all  the  citizens  were  summoned  to  appear, 
and  to  o£fer  the  accustomed  rites,  all  such  as  obeyed 
receiving  a  certificate  to  testify  that  they  were  free  from 
suspicion.  Such  as  refused  were  immediately  subjected 
to  tortures  more  terrible  than  any  which  had  been  pre- 
viously employed. 

Multitudes,  forewarned,  fled  from  their  homes  at  the 
commencement  of  the  persecution,  and  sought  refuge  in 
the  mountains  and  deserts,  where  they  died  from  hunger, 
thirst,  and  disease,  or  perished  by  the  violence  of  robbers 
or  wild  beaats  in  the  remote  wildernesses  bordering,  the 
empire. 

The  deserts  of  Africa  and  Asia  were  full  of  fugitives ; 
whUe  those  who  remained  had  to  undergo  the  most  severe 
torments  which  the  malice  of  their  enemies  could  inflict — 
the  stake,  the  wild  beast,  hooks  to  lacerate,  scourges  to 
tear,  red-hot  iron  chairs,  and  all  that  could  terrify  or 
infliet  agony. 

The  reader  will  not  wonder  that,  in  so  fearful  a  trial, 
many  were  found  faithless.  Forty  years,  almost  free  from 
persecution,  save  the  brief  one  under  Maximin,  which 
had  been  of  very  partial  extent,  had  increased  the  multi- 
tude of  believers ;  and  hereditary  Christians,  who  had 
been  baptized  in  their  infancy,  were  now  more  numerous 
than  converts.  It  was  ebserved  that  it  was  these  here- 
ditary Christians  who  chiefly  failed  imder  the  heavy  trial, 
while  the  converts,  as  a  rule,  stood  firm  in  the  Faith,  and 
astonished  the  beholders  by  their  wondrous  constancy. 

Many  magistrates  in  pity  to  the  Christians,  or  some- 
times from    avaricious    motives,   exempted    them    from 
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sacrifice,  provided  they  would  sign  a  certificate,  testify- 
ing falsely  that  they  had  already  offered  the  legal  worship. 
Many  thus  saved  their  lives  at  the  expense,  not  perhaps 
of  apostacy,  but  of  truth,  and  were  known  as  the  libeUaiiei; 
while  others,  without  signing  the  certificate,  obtained  the 
surreptitious  insertion  of  their  names  in  the  register  of 
those  who  had  sacrificed,  and  were  known  as  the  acta 
facieTUes ;  but  both  these  modes  of  escape  were  condemned 
by  the  Church,  Those  who  had  sacrificed  were  known  as 
the  Sacrificati,  and  those  who  had  simply  offered  incense 
before  the  heathen  deities  as  the  ThuriJUati,  Alas !  it  is 
not  for  us  to  speak  severely  of  the  "lapsed;"  so  heavy  a 
trial  is  beyond  our  comprehension,  and  we  can  only  marvel 
as  we  read  of  the  heroic  endurance  of  the  martyrs.  Those 
who  fell  away  appear  to  have  been  terrified,  not  by  death, 
but  by  the  aspect  of  those  dreadful  and  lingering  agonies 
by  which  death  was  preceded,  which  a  barbarous  magis- 
tracy had  prepared,  in  order  to  crush  what  they  deemed 
obstinate  disobedience  to  the  law. 

Hence,  in  all  the  provinces  of  the  empire,  for  the  space 
of  two  years,  multitudes  of  the  Faithful  suffered  all  the 
torments  which  devilish  ingenuity  could  invent  A  letter 
written  by  Dionysius,  Bishop  of  Alexandria,  and  preserved 
by  Eusebius,  will  best  serve  as  an  illustration  of  the  suffer^ 
ings  of  the  Church  at  that  unhappy  period. 

"  The  persecution  with  us  did  not  begin  with  the  impe- 
rial edict,  but  preceded  it  a  whole  year.  A  certain  prophet 
or  poet  excited  the  heathen  against  us,  stirring  up  their 
superstitious  imaginations,  so  that  they  considered  they 
did  their  daemons  (gods)  service  by  slaying  us,  and  took 
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full  liberty  to  exercise  all  maimer  of  wickedness.  In  the 
first  place,  seizing  a  pious  old  man  named  Metia^  they 
bade  him  utter  blasphemies,  and  when  he  refused  to  do  so, 
they  beat  him  with  clubs,  pricked  his  face  and  eyes  with 
sharp  points,  and,  leading  him  away  to  the  suburbs,  stoned 
him  to  death. 

"  Then  they  found  one  of  the  Faithful,  a  woman  named 
Quinta,  whom  they  dragged  to  a  temple,  and  endeavoured 
to  compel  her  to  worship.  She  turned  away  in  sadness  and 
horror,  whereupon  they  seized  her,  tied  her  by  the  feet,  and 
draped  her  through  the  city,  dashing  her  against  the 
hard  stones,  until  they  had  brought  her  to  the  same  place 
where  Metra  had  died,  when  they  stoned  her  also. 

"  Then  they  assailed  the  houses  of  the  brethren,  carrying 
away  all  that  was  valuable,  and  burning  what  they  did 
not  thus  carry  away,  in  the  public  roads,  so  that  the  city 
looked  like  a  place  taken  by  storm.  After  this  they  seized 
that  admirable  and  aged  virgin,  ApoUonia,  and  first  break- 
ing all  her  teeth  with  heavy  blows,  they  kindled  a  large 
fire,  and  told  her  they  would  throw  her  into  it  unless  she 
would  repeat  their  blasphemies. 

"First  she  seemed  to  shrink,  but  suddenly  gathering 
courage  she  leapt  into  the  fire,  and  became  a  burnt  sacrifice 
to  the  Lord.  Then  they  seized  Serapion  in  his  own  house, 
and  after  inflicting  upon  him  many  cruel  tortures,  threw 
him  headlong  from  an  upper  story.  And  so  it  came  to 
pass  thai  there  was  no  street,  no  lane,  no  by-way  where 
we  could  walk  without  the  utmost  danger ;  for,  seizing  all 
whom  they  suspected,  they  forced  them  to  utter  their 
blasphemies  or  burnt  them. 
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"  But  when  the  edict  arrived,  it  seemed  as  if  the  very  elect 
would  stumble.  Many,  alas!  gave  way;  others  were  drawn 
by  intimate  friends  to  the  place  of  sacrifice,  and  were 
bidden  by  name  to  offer  to  the  idols.  And  they  stood 
there  pale  and  trembling,  equally  a&aid  to  offer  or  to  die ; 
while  others,  alas  !  apostatized,  boldly  declaring  they  had 
never  really  been  Christians.  Some  gave  way  after  bonds 
and  imprisonment ;  some  after  cruel  torture  and  mockery ; 
but  others,  like  firm  and  blessed  pillars  in  the  heavenly 
temple,  loved  not  their  lives  unto  the  death. 

"The  first  of  these  was  Julian.  He  had  been  afiiicted 
by  the  gout,  and  could  neither  walk  nor  stand ;  so  they 
carried  him  with  one  Cronion,  a  faithful  brother,  on  camels 
through  the  whole  city — a  very  large  city,  as  you  know — 
and  finally,  after  cruelly  scoutging  them,  burnt  them  alive 
on  an  elevated  place  in  the  sight  of  a  great  multitude. 

"  Many  others  likewise  suffered.  A  soldier  named  Besas, 
who  had  withstood  the  insolence  of  the  multitude  to- 
wards these  servants  of  God,  was  himself  beheaded ;  while 
another,  a  Libyan  by  birth,  was  burnt,  after  enduring 
much  solicitation  from  the  judge  to  renounce  his  Faith.  • 

"And  then  Epimachus  and  Alexander,  after  they  had 
been  grievously  tortured  by  the  scourges  and  the  iron 
scrapers,  were  destroyed  in  an  immense  fire;  and  with 
them  four  women.  Ammonarium,  whom  they  had  wearied 
themselves  to  torment,  because  she  would  not  utter  their 
blasphemies;  the  aged  Mercuria;  and  Dionysia,  the  mother 

■r 

of  many  children,  whom  she  tenderly  loved,  but  loved  the 

Lord  better  still 

"  And  with  these  Dioscorus,  a  boy  of  fifteen,  was  de- 
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livered  up.  At  first  the  judge,  pitying  his  youth,  en- 
deavoured to  seduce  him  by  fair  wotrds;^  but  failing,  he 
had  recourse  to  tortures,  which  equally  failed^  whereupon 
he  dismissed  him,  after  delivering  the  others  to  the  fire, 
because  he  was  wise  in  his  answers,  and  illustrious  in  the 
eyes  of  the  people ;  therefore  he  is  yet  among  us,  awaiting 
a  more  severe  conflict. 

"  Why  should  I  motion  the  multitudes  who  have  wan- 
dered  in  deserts  and  mountains,  perishing  by  hunger  and 
thirst,  by  the  teeth  of  wild  beasts,  or  by  frost  and  disease ; 
the  survivors  are  witnesses  of  their  election  and  their  victory. 
Chseremon  was  a  very  aged  bishop  of  the  city  called  Nile. 
He  and  his  partner,  fleeing  into  the  mountains,  have  not 
returned,  neither  can  the  brethren  learn  aught  concerning 
them,  though  frequent  search  has  been  made.  And  many 
have  been  carried  off  as  slaves  by  the  barbarous  Saracens 
to  the  same  mountains.  Some  we  have  ransomed  with 
dif&culty,  others  yet  remain  undiscovered.  These  factsi  I 
have  stated,  not  without  an  object,  but  that  you  may  see 
how  great  an  affliction  has  befallen  us." 

The  Church  at  Smyrna,  famous  during  the  great  Fourth 
Persecution  for  her  constancy  under  suffering,  and  the 
glorious  martyrdom  of  her  bishop,  Polycarp,  had  again  to 
prove  her  constancy  to  the  Faith  under  much  tribulation. 
Eudaimon,  the  bishop,  unlike  his  great  predecessor,  gave 
way  under  the  dread  of  torture ;  but  Pionius,  a  well-known 
and  eloquent  j)riest,  became  the  leader  of  the  Faithful  when 
his  chief  had  fallen. 

On  the  feast  of  Polycarp,  A.D.  250,  after  the  celebration 
in  honour  of  the  martyr,  Pionius  was  arrested  in  company 
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with  two  of  the  laity,  Asclepiades  and  Sabina,  by  order  of 
the  magistrate  Folemo. 

The  whole  populace  was  kindly  disposed  to  Pionins,  and 
urged  him  to  sacrifice,  as  did  also  the  magistrates;  and 
when  other  means  failed,  the  victims  were  dragged  by  ropes 
to  the  temple,  where  the  bishop,  crowned  with  a  chaplet, 
stood  pale  and  trembling,. to  complete  his  apostacy  by 
sacrifice.  He,  indeed,  accomplished,  his  fall ;  but  Pionius 
and  his  companions  remained  firm,  and  boldly  appealed  to 
the  law,  which,  they  said,  gave  them  the  liberty  to  choose 
death  rather  than  apostacy. 

Pionius  was  therefore  condemned  to  suffer,  like  Polycarp, 
at  the  stake,  to  which  he  was  fastened  with  nails,  according 
to  the  cruel  custom  in  use  at  Smyrna.  "  I  hasten  to  die, 
Lord,"  he  said,  "  that  I  may  rise  with  Thee."  The  fire  was 
kindled,  but  he  was  so  motionless  that  the  people  thought 
he  had  expired,  until  he  gently  opened  his  eyes,  gazed  at 
the  fire,  exclaimed,  "  Lord  Jesus,  receive  my  spirit,"  and 
died. 

Meteodorus,  who  had  been  a  follower  of  Marcion,  shared 
his  fate;  but  the  lot  of  Sabina  and  Asclepiades  is  not 
certainly  known. 

S.  Fabian,  Bishop  of  Rome,  also  suffered  martyrdom  in 
this  persecution.  His  election  to  the  see  had  been  marked, 
so  tradition  states,  by  a  singular  occurrence.  While  the 
brethren  were  assembled  in  the  Church  for  the  purpose  of 
electing  a  successor  to  Anteros,  a  dove,  suddenly  appearing, 
rested  upon  the  head  of  Fabian,  who  was  but  a  visitor  from 
the  country,  and  the  whole  body,  thus  reminded  of  Pen- 
tecost, exclaimed,  "He is  worthy!"  and  placed  him  almost 
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by  force  on  the  Episcopal  throne.  The  Bishops  of  Borne 
occupied  the  post  of  highest  dignity  in  the  West,  but  also 
of  greatest  danger;  and,  like  the  majority  of  his  prede- 
oessors^  Fabian  gained  the  crown  through  suffering,  but  the 
particulars  of  his  martyrdom  are  not  certainly  known.  It 
is  said  that  he  suffered  on  the  20th  of  Januaiy,  a.d.  260, 
and  was  buried  in  the  cemetery  of  CaUistus,.9n  the  Appian 
Way. 

But  space  would  utterly  fail  us,  did  we  attempt  to  give 
an  exhaustive  account  of  the  martyrs,  whose  glorious 
victories  have  been  handed  down  by  tradition.  The  whole 
empire  was  the  scene  of  their  suffering  and  their  glory, 
until  it  pleased  God  to  remove  the  persecutor,  and  to 
chastise  the  Boman  empire. 

The  Goths  ha^  made  their  first  appearance  in  southern 
regions.  Leaving  their  original  homes,  in  the  half-frozen 
regions  of  Scandinavia,  in  search  of  more  fertile  lands,  they 
had  rested  awhile  in  Eastern  Germany,  until,  moving 
southward,  they  appeared  on  the  shores  of  the  Euxine  sea, 
an  innumerable  host,  fierce  and  warlike. 

Here  they  came  into  collision  with  the  Boman  occupants 
of  the  province  of  Dacia.  Disdaining  to  till  for  themselves, 
they  preferred  to  reap  the  harvests  others  had  sown.  Dacia 
being  utterly  depopulated,  they  crossed  the  Danube  70,000 
8to)ng,  and  appeared  under  the  walls  of  Marianopolis,  the 
capital  of  Moesia.  The  inhabitants  consented  to  ransom 
their  lives  with  their  property,  and  the  ferocious  invaders 
retired  for  a  season* 

But  while  Decius  was  still  directing  the  fury  of  the 
Seventh  Persecution,  intelligence  reached  him  that  Cniva^ 
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king  of  the  Gkitihfi,  had  passed  the  Danube  a  second  tinie 
with  immensi^  foroes,  and  was  deTastating  the  whole  pro- 
vince of  McBsia. 

Decius,  who,  whatever  his  faults,  was  a  brave  soldier, 
and  understood  his  duties  as  an  emperor,  marched  m  per- 
son against  them  with  all  the  forces  he  could  collect  in 
the  emergency.  He  found  them  besieging  Nicopolis.  At 
his  approach  they  raised  the  siege,  and  retired  to  lay  si^ 
to  a  larger  city,  Philippolis,  near  the  foot  of  Mount  Haemus. 
Decius  followed.  But  when  the  Goths  were  still  supposed 
to  be  retreating,  they  turned  with  fury  upon  their  pursuers, 
and  for  the  first  time  a  Boman  emperor  fled  in  disorder 
before  an  army  of  half -naked  barbarians. 

The  Goths  besieged  Philippolis,  which,  destitute  of  suc- 
coTU*,  fell  into  their  hands,  after  a  gallai^  resistance,  and 
they  massacred  the  whole  population,  in  number  one 
hundred  thousand. 

The  time,  however,  consumed  in  this  tedious  siege  had 
enabled  Decius  to  collect  anotiier  army ;  and  the  Goths, 
exhausted  by  the  siege  of  Philippolis,  in  which  the  flower 
of  their  troops  had  perished,  again  retareated. 

They  were  overtaken  and  surrounded  by  the  Boman 
forces,  whereupon  &ey  offered  to  surrender  all  their  booty 
and  prisoners,  on  promise  of  a  safe  and  unmolested  retreat. 
This  Decius  sternly  refused  to  grant,  being  determined  to 
avenge  the  blood  they  had  shed,  and  to  strike  a  salutary 
terror  into  their  countrymen. 

Preferring  death  to  slavery,  they  drew  up  in  three  lines 
near  an  obscure  town  of  MoBsia,  called  Forum  Teiebronii, 
their  third  line  protected  by  a  morass.    In  the  beginning 
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of  the  action  the  son  of  Decius  was  slain  by  an  arrow  in 
the  sight  of  his  father,  who,  summoning  all  his  fortitude, 
reminded  the  soldiers  that  the  loss  of  a  single  warrior  was 
of  little  importance,  and  bade  them  fight  on.  The  combat 
was  terrible;  it  was  that  of  vengeance  against  despair. 
At  length  the  first  line  of  the  Goths  was  destroyed;  the 
second,  coming  up  to  succour  it,  shared  its  fate ;  whereupon 
the  Bomans,  flushed  with  victory,  charged  the  third,  and 
became  entangled  in  the  morass,  where,  after  an  ineffectual 
struggle,  they  were  utterly  lost;  nor  could  the  body  of 
Decius  ever  be  found. 

Such  was  his  fate  in  the  fiftieth  year  of  his  age ;  and  so 
ended  the  Seventh  FerseciUion. 

The  great  and  learned  Origen  departed  this  life  imme- 
diately after  the  cessation  of  this  Persecution.  Beleased 
fix)m  prison,  his  aged  and  emaciated  frame  sank  under  the 
effect  of  the  sufferings  he  had  endured,  and  he  entered  his 
eternal  rest  at  Tyre  in  the  year  253. 

A  brief  sketch  of  his  life  and  labours  may  not  be  in- 
^appropriate  in  this  place.  Bom,  as  we  have  seen,  in 
Alexandria  about  a.d.  186^  he  lost  his  father,  Leonides,  in 
the  persecution  under  Severus,  when  he  was  only  fifteen 
years  old. 

Educated  by  a  pious  lady  who  had  adopted  him,  his 
extraordinary  talents  led  hiin  to  be  appointed  successor  to 
S.  Clement^  as  the  head  of  the  Catechetical  School  in 
Alexandria,  at  the  early  age  of  eighteen.  We  have  already 
commented  upon  his  wonderful  preservation  during  the 
persecution  under  Severus. 
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Once  the  Egyptian  priests  even  seized  him,  and  having 
shaved  his  head  after  their  manner,  bade  him,  if  he  would 
live,  distribute  branches  of  palm  to  the  worshippers  of 
Serapis.  Standing  upon  the  steps  of  the  temple,  he  cried 
aloud,  as  he  presented  the  branches,  "  Ck)me  and  take  the 
emblem,  not  of  Serapis,  but  of  the  martyrs  of  Christ." 

At  the  same  time  he  practised  the  utmost  austerity  of 
life,  learning  in  aU  things  to  endure  hardness  as  a  MtMil 
soldier  of  Christ,  while  he  gave  his  whole  leisure  to  medi- 
tation  and  prayer. 

At  the  close  of  the  persecution,  he  visited  Borne  during 
the  pontificate  of  Zephyrinus,  and,  returning,  found  that 
his  fame  had  attracted  so  many  pupils  that  he  was  forced 
to  associate  Heraclas,  a  former  pupil,  with  him  in  the 
duties  of  the  school.  Many  of  the  heathen  were  attracted 
by  his  wondrous  learning,  and  coming  to  seek  the  wisdom 
of  this  world,  unconsciously  imbibed  the  Faith. 

The  cruelty  of  Caracalla,  who,  as  we  have  seen,  ordered 
a  general  massacre  at  Alexandria,  because  the  inhabitants 
had  reproached  him  for  the  murder  of  his  brother  Greta, 
drove  Origen  and  several  of  his  pupils  into  exile.  While  at 
Caesarea  he  was  permitted  to  expound  the  Holy  Scriptures 
in  the  Church,  although  as  yet  only  a  layman ;  but  this 
act  displeased  his  own  diocesan  Demetrius,  who  recalled 
him,  after  an  absence  of  two  years,  to  his  labours  in  the 
Catechetical  School. 

Here  he  compiled  the  greatest  literary  work  of  his  life 
— "The  Hexapla" — consisting  of  six  versions  of  the  Holy 
Scriptures  arranged  in  parallel  columns.  The  column  con- 
taining the  corrected  text  of  the  Septuagint  was  transcribed 
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by  Eusebius,  and  still  remains,  although  "The  Btexapla" 
is  lost  By  his  great  learning  he  recaUed  many  of  the 
Gnostics  to  Christianity.  His  fame  even  reached  Arabia, 
and  he  was  solicited  in  vain  by  an  Arabian  king  to  come 
and  evangelize  his  people.  After  this  he  was  called  to 
Antioch  to  instruct  Mammsea,  the  mother  of  the  Emperor 
Alexander,  in  the  rudiments  of  Christianity. 

Shortly  after  this,  while  passing  through  Palestine,  he 
was  ordained  priest  by  Theoctistus  of  Csesarea  and  Alex- 
ander of  Jerusalem,  which  excited  the  anger  of  Demetrius 
of  Alexandria,  and  led  to  much  bitter  controversy,  owing 
to  an  act  of  Origen  committed  in  an  excess  of  zeal  in  his 
early  days,  which  it  was  supposed  had  incapacitated  him 
for  the  priesthood. 

And  it  must  be  added,  that  the  extent  to  which  he 
pushed  the  allegorical  system  of  interpretation  had  led  to 
much  which  savoured  of  heresy,  in  the  opinion  of  many 
sjmods  of  the  Church;  and  many,  who  utterly  wanted 
his  holiness  and  zeal,  pushed  his  reasonings  to  conclusions 
which  were  heretical ;  but  however  Origen  might  err,  he 
was  utterly  wanting  in  the  spirit  which  makes  a  heretic. 

Condemned  generally  in  the  West,  he  was  received  with 
the  utmost  favour  in  the  East.  He  took  up  his  residence 
at  Csesarea,  where  he  published  his  Commentaries  on  the 
Scriptures,  and  obtained  many  pupils,  notably  Gregory, 
the  future  bishop  of  New  Caesarea,  known  afterwards  as 
ThaumaturgvSy  or  the  wonder-worker. 

He  frequently  engaged  in  controversy  in  defence  of  the 
Faith,  and  even  made  a  long  journey  to  Arabia  for  the 
purpose  of  reclaiming  an  erring  bishop  from  his  errors.   It 
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was  at  this  period  that  he  wrote  his  Apology,  in  answer 
to  Gelsus  the  Epicurean;  and  &om  Caesarea  he  also  cor* 
responded  with  the  Emperor  Philip,  who  was,  as  we  ha>Ye 
seen,  favourably  indined  to  Christianity, 

Here,  during  ti.e  Decian  persecution,  he  was  a^sted, 
thrown  into  prison,  put  repeatedly  to  the  torture,  confined 
in  a  loathsome  dungeon,  yet  providence  still  seemed  to 
deprive  him  of  the  glory  of  the  martyr's  death ;  the  perse- 
cution ceased  as  the  former  one  had  ceased,  and  left  hha 
yet  alive. 

But  the  suffering  had  been  too  great  for  his  enfeebled 
frame,  and  he  died  at  Tyre,  in  the  reign  of  Gallus,  in  the 
seventieth  year  of  his  age,  having,  like  S.  Timothy,  served 
the  Lord  from  his  youth.  He  had  led  the  life  of  a  martrjnr, 
although  his  lot  was  not  cast  with  the  martyrs  in  death. 
The  volumes  he  left  behind  him  were  very  numerous.  S. 
Jerome  says,  "  He  wrote  more  than  any  other  man  could 
read."  They  were  destined  to  become  the  fruitfol  source 
of  future  controversy. 

Unlike  preceding  persecutions,  the  Decian  persecution 
had  foimd  the  Church  unprepared,  and  many  sad  instances 
of  weakness  had  been  found  in  the  Christian  body. 
Between  the  days  of  Tertullian  and  those  of  S.  Cyprian, 
the  discipline  of  the  Church  had  been  greatly  relaxed, 
and,  in  consequence,  Christians  had  somewhat  departed 
from  the  high  moral  standard  they  had  once  maintained. 
A  spirit  of  toleration  had  again  arisen,  which  led  many  to 
think  highly  of  Pagan  customs,  and  to  extend  a  charity 
towards  Pagan  worship  which  ill  fitted  them  for  the 
coming  strug^e,  and  insensibly  prepared  them  to  tiiink 
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death  a  price  too  great  to  pay  for  non-conformity  to  those 
customs  they  had  been  endeavouring  to  extenuate. 

Nor  was  the  theological  aspect  of  aflfairs  much  brighter. 
The  errors  of  Montanism  were  spreading;  the  Gnostics, 
adopting  generally  the  theories  of  Valentinus,  presented  a 
more  compact  body  erf  opponents  to  the  Church ;  and  the 
only  great  theologian  amongst  the  Christians  had  been 
Origen,  whose  own  works  contained,  alas!  the  germ  of 
future  heresy. 

But  the  heavy  trial  had  come,  and  it  had  left  the 
Church,  after  the  deadly  conflict  of  two  years,  partially 
purified,  yet  not  completely;  and  the  difficulties  con- 
sequent upon  the  existence  of  multitudes  of  the  lapsed,  of 
"  Libellatici,  Thurificati,  and  Sacrificati,"  were  pressing 
upon  the  Episcopate*  A  fiercer  struggle  was  close  at  hand^ 
and  the  respite  of  the  Church  was  but  a  short  one. 


CHAPTER   VII. 

THE  DAYS  OF  S.  CYPRIAN,  AND  THE  VALERIAN 

PERSECUTION. 

« 

T^HE  broken  remains  of  the  Boman  army,  after  the 
terrible  defeat,  in  which  Decius  had  fallen,  gathering 
together,  proclaimed  Gallus,  the  governor  of  the  province, 
emperor.  He  had  no  choice  but  to  make  a  disgraceful 
peace  with  the  Gk)ths,  leaving  all  the  captives  and  spoil  in 
their  hands,  and  consenting  to  paj  them  a  large  tribute 
annually. 

He  then  started  for  Eome,  where  he  ruled  for  a  few 
months  with  great  mildness  and  equity,  until  the  Goths, 
heedless  of  treaties,  invaded  Moesia  again,  and  were  de- 
feated in  a  great  battle  by  ^milianus,  whom  Gallus  had 
left  as  the  governor  of  the  province.  Contrasting  the 
energy  of  the  governor  with  the  supineness  of  the  em- 
peror, the  soldiers  proclaimed  w3Emilianus  emperor,  and 
without  any  delay  he  led  them  towards  Rome. 

GaUus  sent  to  bid  his  lieutenant  Valerian  to  hasten  to 
his  aid  with  the  legions  of  Gaul  and  Germany,  but  before 
their  arrival  he  encountered  his  adversary.  The  result 
was  tragic  but  decisive.  The  troops  of  GaUus,  perceiving 
that  they  were  weaker  than  those  of  ^Emilianus,  murdered 


THE  DAYS  OF  S,    CYPRIAN,  ETC.  141 

the  emperor  and  his  son,  and  the  whole  anny  proclaimed 
jSItnilianiis  emperor  in  his  stead. 

Four  months  had  passed  away,  when  Valerian,  the  most 
renowned  soldier  of  the  time,  entered  Italy  with  his  troops, 
too  late  to  save  his  master,  but  not  too  late  to  avenge  him. 
The  troops  of  -^Bmilianus,  overawed  by  the  foe,  repeated 
the  former  experiment  with  equal  success.  They  mur- 
dered iEmilianus,  and  proclaimed  Valerian  emperor  in  the 
sixtieth  year  of  his  age. 

Valerian  began  his  reign  amidst  general  approbation. 
He  was  afTable,  just,  and  generous.  Never,  says  Eusebius, 
quoting  Dionysius,  was  any  emperor  more  favourably  dis- 
posed to  the  Christians  than  he  appeared  at  this  period. 
"All  his  house  was  filled  with  the  pious,  and  resembled  a 
congregation  of  the  FaithfuL" 

But  he  fell,  unhappily,  under  the  influence  of  one  Mac- 
rianus,  the  master  and  chief  ruler  of  the  Magi,  and,  by 
strange  fate,  the  praetorian  prefect;  and  this  worthless 
favourite  used  every  artifice  to  persuade  Valerian  to  renew 
the  persecutions.  The  heathen  priests  throughout  the 
empire  were  no  less  solicitous.  They  multiplied  omens 
and  prodigies ;  they  appealed  alternately  to  the  patriotism 
and  the  superstition  of  the  emperor.  Every  earthquake 
or  pestilence — and  it  was  a  period  of  great  public  calami- 
ties— ^was,  as  usual,  interpreted  as  the  token  of  divine 
anger  against  those  who  tolerated  the  atheists,  as  they 
called  the  Christians. 

Valerian  yielded  at  last,  and  a  most  severe  edict  in- 
augurated The  Eighth  PersedUioriy  in  the  year  257.  It 
was  followed,  the  year  after,  by  one  still  more  severe; 
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and,  in  consequence,  a  considerable  number  of  the  Faidi- 
fill  suffered  death,  by  the  most  terrible  modes  of  tortizre, 
in  all  provinces  of  the  empire*  Even  such  as  yielded 
under  their  torments,  simply  exchanged  death  for  slavery, 
contrary  to  the  former  practice ;  and,  indeed,  the  terrible 
scenes  under  Decius  were  surpassed  in  horror  by  those 
perpetrated  under  the  instigation  of  Macrianus. 

The  most  prominent  of  the  Christian  bishops  of  this 
perilous  time,  was  S.  Cyprian,  Bishop  of  Carthage,  a  man 
who  has  left  his  mark  on  the  whole  Church,  and  who  yet 
lives  in  his  writings. 

Thascius  Csecilius  Cyprianus  was  bom  at  Carthage,  of 
a  noble  family,  about  the  year  200,  and  spent  his 
earlier  years  as  a  teacher  of  rhetoric,  in  ignorance  of  the 
light  of  the  Gospel.  He  was  converted  in  the  forty-fifth 
year  of  his  age.  His  deacon  and  biographer,  Pontius,  tells 
us  that  the  conversion  was  miraculous,  no  less  in  its 
suddenness  than  in  its  completeness,  but  gives  us  no 
details  of  the  event ;  stating  that  a  man's  actions  should 
be  traced,  not  from  the  first  birth,  but  from  the  second, 
in  the  laver  of  Baptism.  "  In  him,''  says  the  biographer, 
"all  things  incredible  met  together;  the  threshing  anti- 
cipated the  sowing,  the  vintage  the  tendril,  the  fruit  the 
root." 

But  it  is  evident  fix)m  a  passage  in  his  treatise,  "  De 
Gratia  Dei,"  that  even  when  sunk  in  the  dissipation  of 
fashionable  life,  he  had  frequently  had  thoughts  of  becom- 
ing a  Christian,  feeling  the  emptiness  of  worldly  pleasures, 
and  their  inability  to  satisfy  the  soul.  Caecilius,  a  priest, 
whose  name  he  adopted,  seems  to  have  been  his  spiritual 
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father.  But  his  path  once  chosen,  it  was  chosen  for  life, 
and  he  halted  no  longer  between  two  opinions;  he  had 
literally  pat  on  Christ ;  old  things  had  passed  away,  all 
things  had  become  new.  He  sold  his  gardens  near  the 
city,  a  delicious  retreatj  where  he  had  often  found  shelter 
£rom  the  bustle  of  the  world.  A  few  months  later  he  be- 
came a  priest,  and  two  years  after  the  see  of  Carthage 
became  vacant,  when  all  eyes  were  turned  upon  him.  He 
concealed  himself  in  his  house,  such  was  his  reluctance 
to  accept  the  proflTered  dignity,  and  would  fain,  Pontius 
informs  us,  have  escaped  through  the  window.  But  his 
retreat  was  prevented:  he  was  literally  seized  by  the 
Faithful,  carried  off,  and  made  Bishop  of  Carthage  in  spite 
of  his  sincere  "  Nolo  Episcopari "  (aj).  248). 

The  position  of  the  Church  was  then  very  deplorable. 
The  forty  years  of  peace,  as  we  have  already  (seen,  had  led 
to  great  laxity  of  discipline,  and  a  general  intrusion  of  the 
world  into  the  precincts  of  the  Sanctuary;  while,  in  the 
disorganization  which  had  ensued,  great  divisions,  and 
even  in  some  few  instances  scandalous  crimes,  had  crept 
in.  Cyprian  set  about  his  work  of  reformation  with  great 
energy  and  decision,  although  he  was  grievously  opposed 
by  a  factious  minority,  consisting  of  five  priests,  who  had 
opposed  his  election  to  the  see. 

But  a  fiery  trial  was  at  hand,  which  thoroughly  purged 
the  Sanctuaiy — Tht  Seventh  Persecution — under  Decius, 
which  we  have  already  described,  and  the  bigoted  and 
infuriated  Pagans,  thirsting  for  blood,  hailed  the  imperial 
edicts  with  delight 

The  number  of  apostates  was  as  great  at  Carthage, 
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as  we  have  seen  it  at  Alexandria,  under  Dionysius.  Mul- 
titudes either  sacrificed  or  became  IdbdlcUics;  but  d^ene- 
rate  as  the  Church  was,  many  were  yet  foimd  who  sealed 
their  Faith  with  their  blood,  or  wandered  in  the  deserts  of 
Libya,  destitute,  afflicted,  tormented. 

The  cry,  "Cyprian  to  the  lions,"  was  raised  so  constantly 
by  the  mob,  that  his  friends,  with  gentle  violence,  com- 
pelled the  bishop  to  obey  the  precept,  "  When  they 
persecute  you  in  this  city,  flee  ye  into  another."  He  found 
refuge  in  a  retreat  at  no  great  distance,  and  his  property 
was  confiscated. 

During  his  retirement  he  kept  up  a  constant  correspon- 
dence with  the  afflicted  members  of  the  Church,  writing 
no  less  than  395  letters,  many  of  which  are  still  preserved 
to  us.  He  did  more  by  his  absence  than  many  would 
have  done  by  their  presence ;  superintending  and  directing 
everything ;  exhorting  the  Faithful  with  all  the  energy  of 
his  own  serene  and  intrepid  soul,  glowing  with  disHaJTi  of 
the  world,  and  with  a  hope  fiiU  of  immortality,  so  that  he 
inspired  many  with  a  sublime  ambition  to  cast  off  their 
earthly  tabernacles,  that  mortality  might  be  swallowed  up 
of  life. 

But  when  the  death  of  Decius  restored  peace  for  a  few 
short  years  to  the  afflicted  Church,  a  great  difference  arose 
respecting  the  treatment  of  the  lapsed.  There  were,  alas ! 
multitudes  of  all  the  three  classes — Sacrificatiy  Thurir 
ficatiy  and  Libellatid. 

Those  who  had  stood  firm  in  the  midst  of  so  many  and 
so  great  dangers  were  lauded  with  an  enthusiasm  which 
proved  dangerous  to  many  ill-balanced  minds,  and  men 
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who  had  endured  agony  and  shame  seemed  less  able  to 
endure  the  temptations  to  pride  which  beset  them  after- 
wards. 

The  lapsed  flocked  to  the  maimed  and  mutilated  sur- 
vivors, entreating  their  influence  in  procuring  reconciliation 
with  the  Church;  and  many  exhibited  recommendations 
to  mercy,  which  they  had  obtained  from  the  martyrs  in 
prison,  before  the  final  victory  in  the  Amphitheatre. 

The  authority  of  the  Episcopate  was  seriously  threatened 
through  these  iU-judged  efibrts  on  the  part  of  the  sur- 
viving confessors.  One  Lucian,  who  had  been  condemned  to 
death  by  starvation,  and  had  been  saved  by  the  cessation 
of  the  persecution,  seemed  in  particular  to  imagine  that 
he  carried  the  keys  of  heaven  in  his  girdle.  By  virtue  of 
his  own  sufferings,  and  those  of  the  maxtyr  Paul,  who  had 
given  him  a  commission  before  sealing  his  testimony  with 
his  blood,  Lucian  actually  granted,  or  professed  to  grant, 
reconciliation  to  all  the  lapsed  who  applied  to  him,  utterly 
irrespective  of  the  authority  of  the  Church,  and  signified 
to  S.  Cyprian  that  "he  had  granted  peace"  to  the  persons 
in  question. 

Cyprian's  position  was  a  very  invidious  one;  the  exercise 
of  his  authority  at  such  a  juncture  in  opposition  to  mercy 
— ill-judged  mercy — was  sure  to  expose  him  to  misrepresen- 
tation. 

But  he  was  not  the  man  to  flinch  from  his  duty  for  the 
sake  of  popularity.  Writing  to  the  Eoman  Church,  he  ob- 
tained the  concurrence  of  the  authorities  there  in  the  course 
he  meant  to  pursue  for  the  preservation  of  discipline.  The 
Episcopal  ofGice  was,  as  he  felt,  the  very  keystone  of  the 
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earthly  temple,  the  continuaiice  upon  earth  of  the  Apofir 
tolate ;  to  suffer  it  to  be  set  at  nought  was  to  be  traitorous 
to  Christ. 

Things  came  at  last  to  a  crisis  through  the  conduct  of 
one  Felicissimus,  who  threatened  excommunication  to  all 
who  should  withstand  the  authority  of  the  confessors  (i/. 
the  martyrs  in  will),  and  obey  the  bishop.  Cyprian  at 
once  replied  by  the  actual  excommunication  of  Felicissi- 
mus,  which  he  had  richly  merited,  not  only  for  his  insub- 
ordination, but  for  his  actual  crimes* 

Hereupon  the  schismatics  seduced  some  questionable 
bishops  to  ordain  one  Fortunatus  to  be  their  bishop,  a 
presbyter  named  Novatus  being  the  chief  mover  in  the 
affair,  who  left  Carthage  before  its  conclusion,  and  induced 
one  Novatian  to  set  himself  up  in  similar  opposition  to 
Cornelius,  the  successor  of  the  martyred  Fabian  at  Eome. 
Three  bishops,  seduced  to  Eome  under  false  pretences, 
were  induced  to  ordain  Novatian,  who  proceeded  to  ordain 
bishops,  after  his  own  heart,  for  the  African  sees,  and  laid 
the  foundation  of  a  considerable  schism. 

So  completely  did  these  schismatics  withdraw  from  the 
position  first  assumed  by  Novatus,  that  they  denied 
absolution  to  the  lapsed  in  general,  and  even,  like  the 
Montanists,  to  the  Faithful  who  had  fallen  into  deadly 
sin  after  Baptism. 

Thus  Cyprian  was  attacked  by  two  opposite  parties,  both 
arising  from  the  deeds  of  Novatus — ^the  one  accusing  him 
of  laxity,  the  other  of  severity. 

Between  the  two  opposite  errors  he  steered  so  true  a 
course,  that  the  great  body  of  the  lapsed  submitted  them- 
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selves  to  their  bishop,  and  committed  the  direction  of  their 
spiritual  interests  entirely  to  him. 

Cyprian's  treatise  on  the  "Unity  of  the  Church,"  in 
which  he  strongly  condemns  the  sin  of  schism,  was  written 
at  this  juncture.  Many  have  thoughtlessly  condemned  the 
apparent  harshness  of  its  tone ;  but  perhaps  they  have  not 
sufficiently  considered  the  character  of  the  circumstances 
under  which  it  was  written;  a  less  vigorous  and  decisive 
course  might  have  then  been  fatal  to  the  interests,  almost 
to  the  existence,  of  the  Church  in  Africa.  Bleeding  at 
every  pore  bom  the  cruelty  of  her  heathen  adversaries, 
she  did  not  deserve  that  the  dissensions  of  her  own  chil- 
dren should  accomplish  her  ruin. 

But  one  of  the  most  fearful  calamities  of  that  age,  so 
firuitful  in  catastrophes,  was  gathering,  and  about  to  fall  on 
Boman  and  Barbarian,  Pagan  and  Christian,  alike — "  The 
Great  Plague." 

This  fearful  visitation  overspread  the  Eoman  world,  and 
was  one  of  the  most  fatal  recorded  in  history.  At  Carthage 
the  dying  were  deserted  in  their  last  agonies,  the  dead  lay 
unburied  in  the  streets,  the  ties  of  nature  were  forgotten, 
and  children  thrust  their  stricken  parents,  or  parents  their 
children,  forth  to  die. 

In  this  awful  crisis  the  Church  awoke  into  life,  and  by 
its  ministrations  of  mercy  gladdened  the  plague-stricken 
city ;  Christians  were  found  at  the  pillows  of  the  dying, 
whoni  the  nearest  earthly  friends  had  forsaken ;  Christians 
bent  their  ears  to  catch  the  last  words  issuing  from  the 
infectious  breath  of  the  sufferer,  or  whispered  into  the 
plague-stricken  ear  the  tidings  of  a  brighter  and  better 
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world ;  Christians  tended  the  widows  and  orphans,  visited 
them  in  their  affliction,  and  buried  their  dead. 

Cyprian  was  the  life  and  soul  of  these  efforts  of  mercy. 
He  arranged  and  ordered,  as  a  general,  the  movements  of 
this  army  of  friends  and  consolers,  whUe  Hs  thriUing  pulpit 
eloquence  filled  with  light  and  joy  that  sad  atmosphere  of 
sorrow  and  death;  and  through  his  teaching,  the  light 
affliction,  which  was  but  for  the  moment,  brought  to  many 
the  far  more  exceeding  weight  of  glory.  His  work  on  the 
"  Mortality,"  written  at  that  time,  is  a  marvellous  eflFort  of 
eloquence,  and  the  nature  of  the  disease  may  be  gathered 
from  the  following  passage : 

"This  sad  affliction  of  the  suffering  body,  which  ex- 
hausts the  system  by  an  internal  flux,  which  causes  fire  in 
the  very  marrow  of  the  bones,  which  breaks  forth  in  ulcers 
upon  the  jaws,  which  shakes  the  bowels  by  continual 
retchings,  which  renders  the  eyes  bloodshot  through  fever, 
and  causes  the  feet  or  hands  to  faU  away  through  mortifi- 
cation, so  that  through  this  consumption  and  mutilation  of 
the  body,  motion  is  impeded  and  sight  is  lost,  is  indeed  a 
profitable  exercise  for  our  Faith — that  Faith  which  enables 
us  to  stand  with  unshaken  soul  amidst  these  scenes  of 
desolation  and  death,  unbending  amidst  the  ruin  of  the 
human  race,  instead  of  sharing  the  prostrate  condition  of 
those  who  have  no  hope  in  their  God." 

No  shade  of  gloom  indeed  darkened  his  courageous  spirit. 
He  concludes  the  book  by  picturing  the  bliss  of  paradise, 
the  Christian's  "patria"  (fatherland),  where  the  noble 
army  of  martyrs  and  saints  stretched  out  their  hands  to 
welcome  the  voyager  safe  home,  after  being  tossed  on  life's 
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tempestuous  sea.  Such  was  indeed  the  glorious  hope  which 
nerved  him  both  to  do  and  to  suffer,  and  made  his  example 
yet  more  efl&ca'cious  than  his  noble  precepts. 

The  plague  passed  away,  and  Carthage  resumed  its 
wonted  aspect.  A  controversy  ensued  upon  heretical  bap- 
tism, which  Cyprian  pronounced  invalidy  while  Stephen, 
Bishop  of  Bome,  maintained  its  validity.  Stephen  acted 
with  great  arrogance,  and  excommunicated  Cyprian,  who 
simply  ignored  the  excommunication.  The  question  was 
afterwards  decided  against  S.  Cyprian's  view  by  the  eighth 
canon  of  the  council  of  Aries  (a.d.  314),  which  directs 
that  Baptism,  administered  in  the  name  of  the  Trinity, 
shall  be  considered  valid,  even  when  administered  by 
schismatics. 

But  the  end  of  this  eminent  servant  of  God  was  drawing 
nigL  When  the  persecution,  commenced  by  Valerian,  at 
the  instigation  of  Macrianus,  reached  Africa,  S.  Cyprian 
was  carried  at  once  before  the  proconsul,  Patemus,  and 
after  defending  himself  with  Christian  courage,  was  ban- 
ished to  Curubis,  a  town  on  the  sea-coast,  where  he  was 
suffered  to  remain  unmolested,  with  his  deacon,  Pontius, 
for  about  eleven  months.  At  the  end  of  that  time  he  was 
recalled  &om  banishment  by  Galerius  Maximus,  the  suc- 
cessor of  Patemus,  and  allowed  to  occupy  the  gardens  he 
had  once  sold  for  the  benefit  of  the  poor,  but  which  had 
been  restored  to  him  through  the  liberality  of  his  friends. 
He  determined  now  to  leave  Carthage  no  more.  His  work 
was  done,  and  he  felt  that  the  crown  was  very  near — the 
crown  of  martyrdom. 

The  second  and  severer  edict  of  Valerian  was  now  issued, 
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and  S.  Cyprian  prepared  for  the  worst  that  man  could  in- 
flict. Fearing,  however,  that  he  might  be  carried  to  XJtica, 
during  the  temporary  absence  of  the  proconsul,  he  hid 
himself  till  the  return  of  Galerius,  when  he  appeared  in 
his  gardens  as  usual,  and  withstood  aU  entreaties  to  save 
himself  by  flight.  On  the  thirteenth  of  September,  A.D. 
258,  he  was  apprehended,  and  conveyed  to  Sexti,  a  place 
six  miles  from  Carthage,  whither  the  proconsul  had  gone 
for  the  recovery  of  his  health. 

He  was  treated  with  singular  respect  by  the  authorities, 
which  perhaps  he  had  gained  by  his  well-known  behaviour 
during  the  pestilence ;  while  the  little  town  was  thronged 
by  Christians,  eager  for  the  safety  of  their  bishop,  all 
differences  of  opinion  being  now  lost  in  the  common  triaL 

On  the  following  day  Cyprian  was  led  forth ;  and  being 
desired  earnestly  by  the  proconsul  to  sacrifice,  firmly  and 
steadfastly  refused.  There  was  no  alternative  for  Galerius, 
and  he  reluctantly  pronounced  the  sentence  of  decapitation. 
The  bishop  received  his  doom  with  thankfulness,  and  a 
cry  arose  from  the  Christians  around,  ''Let  us  also  die 
with  him." 

They  conducted  him  without  delay  to  the  place  of  exe- 
cution, a  level  sward,  surroimded  by  trees,  the  branches 
of  which  were  soon  occupied  by  his  devoted  followers,  who 
climbed  up  that  they  might  witness  their  leader's  triumph 
over  death. 

He  knelt  for  a  short  time  in  earnest  prayer,  then  rising, 
took  off  his  upper  garment,  ordered  twenty-five  gold  pieces 
to  be  given  to  the  headsman,  and  bade  him  do  his  office 
quickly;  then  covering  his  face,  he  awaited  the  fatal  stroke. 
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The  sword  flashed  in  the  sun,  there  was  a  dull,  heavy  fall, 
and  all  was  over.  So  passed  away  one  of  the  brightest 
and  bravest  of  the  many  heroes  of  the  Church  Catholic. 

In  the  same  year,  Xystus,  Bishop  of  Eome,  and  his 
Deacon,  S.  Laurence,  received  the  martyr's  palm.  Xystus 
was  originally  an  Athenian  philosopher,  but  embracing 
the  brighter  faith  *of  Christ,  became  eventually  Bishop  of 
Eome. 

Being  seized  by  his  enemies,  and  refusing  to  sacrifice,  he 
was  led  to  martyrdom,  when  his  deacon  Laurence  followed 
him,  crying  out,  "  Father,  whither  goest  thou  without  thy 
son?  priest,  why  goest  thou  forth  without  thy  deacon? 
thou  art  not  wont  to  offer  sacrifice  alone." 

*'  Be  of  good  cheer,  my  son,"  replied  the  bishop,  "  I  do 
not  desert  thee.  A  more  glorious  conflict  than  mine  awaits 
thee;  meanwhile  sell  aU  thou  hast  committed  to  thy 
charge,  and  give  to  the  poor :  within  three  days  thou  shalt 
follow  me." 

They  led  Xystus  to  the  place  of  execution,  and  there 
beheaded  him.  S.  Laurence  returned  homewards  alone, 
where  he  found  a  summons  from  Macrianus,  the  praetorian 
prefect  already  mentioned,  awaiting  him. 

Macrianus  had  heard  that  the  Church  possessed  great 
treasures,  which  were  imder  the  care  of  Si  Laurence,  as 
archdeacon ;  and  when  Laurence  stood  before  him,  he  told 
him  that  he  simply  required  the  treasures  of  the  Church, 
which  were  useless  to  Christ,  and  should  be  given  to  the 
emperor,  according  to  the  precept  of  which  he  had  heard, 
"  Bender  imto  Caesar  the  things  which  are  Caesar's." 
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S.  Laurence  appeared  to  consent,  and  required  thiee 
days  to  collect  the  riches,  which  Macrianus  most  readily 
conceded.  Eetuming  home,  the  archdeacon  melted  down 
all  the  gold  and  silver  vessels  of  the  Church,  and  distri- 
buted the  money  to  the  poor ;  then  on  the  third  day,  when 
Macrianus  sent  to  receive  the  promised  treasure,  S.  Laurence 
simply-  presented  to  him  aU  the  poor  Christians  he  could 
assemble,  in  number  many  hundreds,  telling  the  prefect 
that  these  were  the  true  riches  of  the  Church. 

Macrianus  was  furious,  and  ordered  the  Saint  to  be 
roasted  slowly  to  death  upon  an  instrument  resembling  a 
gridiron,  beneath  which  live  coals  were  placed.  Through- 
out the  lingering  agony  he  showed  no  sign  of  suffering; 
his  face  was  calm  and  placid  to  the  last.  And  thus,  as  it 
had  been  foretold,  he  glorified  God  by  his  death.  S. 
Augustine  and  other  writers  record  miracles  which  aie 
said  to  have  happened  at  his  tomb ;  but  the  greatest  and 
most  seK-evident  miracle  is  the  constancy  of  the  martyr. 

The  acts  of  S.  Fructuosus,  Bishop  of  Tarragona,  and 
his  companions,*  have  been  preserved,  and  afford  another 
vivid  illustration  of  the  times. 

They  may  be  thus  abridged — 

Valerian  and  Gallienus  being  emperors,  on  January 
16th,  being  the  Lord's  Day,  Fructuosus,  the  bishop,  Au- 
gurius  and  Eulogius,  the  deacons,  were  taken.  The  bishop 
was  in  bed,  but  hearing  the  footfall  of  the  soldiers,  he  came 
forth  barefoot.  "Come,"  they  said,  "the  governor  wants 
thee."    He  replied^  "  Suffer  me  first  to  put  on  my  shoes." 

*  See  them  at  length  in  *'  liyes  of  the  Saints."  B7  the  Bev.  8.  Baring- 
Gould. 
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They  suffered  him.  Arriving,  they  were  cast  into  prison, 
and  brought  forth  on  the  sixth  day,  Fructuosus  having 
spent  the  interval  in  unceasing  prayer,  glorying  in  the 
crown  to  which  he  was  called. 

uEmilian,  the  governor,  interrogated  him. 

"  Hast  thou  heard  the  orders  of  the  emperors  ?" 

"  I  do  not  know  their  orders ;  I  am  a  Christian." 

"  They  have  ordered  that  the  gods  be  worshipped." 

"  I  worship  ^one  God,  Who  made  heaven  and  earth." 

"  Dost  thou  not  know  that  there  are  many  gods  ?" 

«  No,  I  do  not." 

"  Then  thou  shalt  know  soon." 

The  bishop  began  to  pray  mentally,  while  the  governor 
added,  "  Who  will  be  feared,  who  adored,  if  the  emperor 
and  the  gods  are  despised?"  Then  turning  to  the  deacons, 
he  examined  them,  and  finding  them  constant  also,  he 
turned  to  Fructuosus  again. 

"  Are  you  a  bishop  ?" 

"  I  am  one." 

"You  were]^  replied  the  governor,  and  ordered  them  all 
to  be  burnt  alive. 

But  the  bishop  being  brought  forth  with  his  deacons  into 
the  Amphitheatre,  the  people  mourned  greatly;  for  he  was 
beloved  for  his  charity  even  by  the  heathen.  They  offered 
him  spiced  wine  to  drink,  but  he  would  not,  being  the  fast 
of  the  sixth  day  (Friday).  When  they  had  reached  the  spot, 
one  Augustalis,  a  lector  (or  reader),  besought  the  bishop 
with  tears  that  he  might  unloose  his  shoes,  but  the  blessed 
martyr  bid  him  stand  aside,  and  unloosed  them  himself. 
He  indeed  went*  to  the  stake  as  to  his  crown  which  should 


iS4  THE  DAYS  OF  S.    CYPRIAN, 

fade  not,  rather  than  as  to  the  pain  of  the  fire.  "  This  which 
ye  behold,"  he  said,  "is  but  the  weakness  of  one  hour" 
So  the  fire  was  kindled,  and  the  flames  bnmt  the  bands 
wherewith  their  hands  were  tied,  whereupon,  rejoicing; 
they  cast  themselves  on  their  knees,  and  making  the  sign 
of  victory  (the  cross),  they  departed  to  be  with  the  Lord 

Similar  instances  may  be  collected  in  abundance  from 
existing  records,  but  those  we  have  given  may  suflice. 

The  time  was  very  short ;  for  the  vengeance  of  Him, 
whose  suffering  members  had  been  thus  cruelly  entreated, 
was  at  hand.  Calamities  beset  the  empire  on  all  sides. 
The  barbarians  broke  through  the  frontiers  on  every  hand. 
Pestilence  and  disease  united  with  famine,  and  the  miseiy 
of  the  period  became  intense  beyond  comparison. 

But  (ym  event  stirred  up  the  Eoman  government  to 
vigorous  exertion.  The  old  Persian  monarchy  had  been 
revived  under  able  and  warlike  monarchs,  who  had  shaken 
off  the  Parthian  yoke;  and  Sapor,  the  present  king,  an- 
nouncing his  intention  to  restore  the  empire  of  Cyrus, 
inv^ed  the  Eoman  province  of  Mesopotamia,  and  laid 
siege  to  the  frontier  Eoman  garrison  of  Nisibis. 

So  important  a  place  does  Persia  henceforth  fill,  both  in 
secular  and  ecclesiastical  history,  that  it  appears  necessaiy 
to  give  a  detailed  account  of  the  steps  by  which  she 
attained  such  pre-eminence  as  to  entitle  her  to  dispute 
the  Empire  of  the  East  with  Eome,  and  in  some  degree  to 
prevail. 

Since  the  destruction  of  the  Persian  empire,  as  founded 
by  Cyrus,  beneath  the  resistless  arms  of  Alexander  the 
Great,  five  centuries  of  bondage  had  beeix  the  lot  of  the 
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tmliappy  Persians;  firstly  under  the  Seleucidae,  the 
descendants  of  Seleucus,  one  of  Alexander's  generals,  and 
finally  under  the  Parthians,  who  drove  the  degenerate 
successors  of  Alexander  from  all  the  provinces  of  Upper 
Asia,  at  the  same  time  in  which  the  Eomans  subdued  Asia 
Minor,  and  fixed  the  temporary  limit  of  their  mighty 
empire  at  Mount  Taurus. 

The  dominions  of  the  Parthians  extended  from  the 
frontiers  of  Syria  to  those  of  India.  They  were  a  warlike 
but  tolerant  race,  and  both  Jews  and  Christians  enjoyed 
peace  and  toleration  in  the  great  river  cities  under  their 
sway,  until  their  empire  fell  in  its  turn,  and  the  old 
Persian  monarchy  revived  upon  its  ashes. 

The  last  Parthian  king,  Artaban,  had  in  his  army  a 
general  named  Artax^rxes,  who  boasted  himself  a  descen- 
dant of  Cyrus,  but  had  risen  in  the  Parthian  ranks  from 
the  station  of  a  common  soldier. 

His  descent  and  his  abilities  at  last  excited  the  fears 
of  Artaban,  and  his  death  was  determined  upon,  when  he 
sought  safety  in  desperate  counsels,  and  raised  the  standard 
of  rebellion  in  the  name  of  the  ancient  royal  house  of 
Persia. 

A  desperate  struggle  ensued,  for  the  Persians  rose  at  his 
call  The  Parthians  were  defeated  in  three  great  battles, 
with  prodigious  slaughter,  in  the  last  of  which  Artaban 
was  slain,  the  spirit  of  the  oppressors  utterly  broken,  and 
Artexerxes  proclaimed  king. 

His  kingdom  was  nearly  identical  with  modem  Persia ; 
for  in  the  three  or  four  centuries  of  Parthian  domination 
Eome  had  pushed  her  conquests  far  beyond  Mount  Taurus, 
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had  wrested  Syria  and  the  whole  territory  west  of  the 
Euphrates  from  the  Parthian  grasp,  and  finally,  only  ten 
years  before  the  fall  of  that  dynasty,  had  subdued  Meso- 
potamia, and  made  the  Tigris  its  temporary  frontier. 

But  the  victorious  Persians,  once  more  masters  of  their 
own  land,  were  not  contented  with  any  arrangement  which 
did  not  restore  to  them  the  ancient  dominions  of  Cyrus, 
then,  from  the  Tigris  to  the  Mediterranean,  in  Boman 
grasp ;  and  the  history  of  the  following  generations  is  a 
history  of  abortive  attempts  to  regain  possessions  lost  for 
centuries,  but  endeared  to  them  by  the  recollections  pre- 
served in  history  and  tradition  of  the  golden  age  of  their 
race  under  the  great  Cyrus,  whose  history  was  so  mingled 
with  romance,  that  he  appeared  less  like  a  human  being 
than  one  of  the  demi-gods  of  the  poets  to  the  Persian 
imaginations. 

Therefore  four  hundred  young  Persian  warriors,  in 
splendid  apparel,  were  sent  to  bid  Eome  retire  into 
Europe,  and  leave  Asia  to  her  natural  lords.  The  Eomans 
naturally  did  not  see  the  justice  of  the  demand,  and  war 
followed,  with  varying  success.  Under  Alexander  Sevems 
the  Eomans  penetrated  Persia,  and  were  repulsed;  under 
his  successors  the  Persians  similarly  invaded  Mesopo- 
tamia, but  could  not  retain  it.  Nisibis,  the  frontier  garrison 
of  Eome,  was  besieged  over  and  over  again;  but  always 
hitherto  in  vain,  imtil,  after  a  glorious  reign  of  about 
fourteen  years,  Artaxerxes  died,  and  left  his  empire  to 
his  son  Sapor,  who  inherited  all  the  talent  and  ambition 
of  his  mighty  father,  the  foimder  of  the  Second  Persian 
Empire. 
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It  will  now  be  readily  understood,  that  when  the  tidings 
reached  Rome  that  Sapor  was  advancing  upon  Nisibis,  the 
Roman  pride  was  fully  aroused,  and  Valerian  left  Rome 
for  the  East,  as  the  most  important  field  of  action ;  while 
the  task  of  meeting  the  barbarians  much  nearer  home  was 
committed  to  his  lieutenants,  who  had  at  the  same  moment 
to  repress  the  Germans  on  the  Rhine ;  the  Franks,  who 
had  even  traversed  Graul,  and  invaded  Spain  and  Africa ; 
the  Alemaimi,  who  had  crossed  the  Alps  into  Lombardy, 
and  sacked  Ravenna;  and  last,  but  not  least,  the  Goths, 
who  had  invaded  Asia  Minor,  burning  the  famous  temple 
of  Ephesus,  and  had  entered  Greece,  where  they  finally 
succeeded  in  taking  Thebes,  Athens,  and  Corinth,  and 
advanced  to  the  coasts  of  Epirus,  within  sight  of  Italy. 

In  the  midst  of  all  these  calamities,  Valerian  led  the 
flower  of  the  Roman  army  to  the  far  East — the  onward 
march  of  the  Goths  was  suspended,  as  the  fated  body 
passed  the  scenes  soon  to  be  desolated  by  Gothic  hands — 
to  win,  as  the  Romans  fondly  thought,  victory  over  a 
mightier  foe  than  hosts  of  half-armed  barbarians. 

They  passed  Antioch,  reached  the  deserts,  and  traversed 
them  in  safety.  The  Euphrates  was  gained,  and  no  foe 
disputed  their  passage,  much  to  their  surprise.  They 
entered  Mesopotamia,  and  strove  to  surprise  the  Persians 
by  a  rapid  march  through  a  moimtainous  defile:  were 
entrapped  therein  by  the  treachery  of  Macrianus.  Advance 
and  retreat  equally  hopeless,  they  had  no  choice  but  to 
surrender  or  die. 

After  a  vain  attempt  to  retrace  their  steps,  during  which 
they  fought  as  desperately  as  the  legions  of  Varus  when 
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caught  in  a  similar  maimer  by  the  Grennans,  they  weie 
forced  to  yield,  and  a  Eoman  emperor,  with  his  whole 
army,  became  the  prisoners  and  the  sport  of  Sapor  and  the 
gratified  Persians. 

Their  &te  was  a  sad  one — slavery  in  some  cases ;  death, 
amidst  cruel  mockery,  in  others.  The  unhappy  Valerian 
was  borne  about  a  captive,  loaded  with  chains,  and  yet 
invested  with  the  Boman  purple,  until  death  terminated  his 
sufferings  after  a  weary  captivity,  when  his  skin,  stuffed 
so  as  to  retain  the  likeness  of  humanity,  was  hung  up  in 
the  temple  of  the  fire-god,  a  perpetual  insult  to  Borne. 

Nisibis  had  fallen  before  the  capture  of  Valerian,  and 
Sapor  brought  the  tidings  of  his  own  victory  to  AntiodL 
The  Persians  entered  the  doomed  city  while  the  inhabi- 
tants were  in  the  Amphitheatre,  and  nearly  the  whole 
population  perished. 

The  tide  of  Persian  conquest  swept  over  Syria,  Cilicia 
and  Cappadocia ;  their  capitals,  Taurus  and  Csesatea,  with 
many  other  cities,  shared  the  fate  of  Antioch.  Deep 
valleys  were  fiUed  up  with  the  bodies  of  the  slain;  crowds 
of  prisoners  perished  for  want  of  food  or  water;  while, 
feeling  his  inabiHty  to  retain  Syria,  Sapor  sought  simply 
to  ravage  and  destroy,  while  he  carried  the  inhabitants 
away  into  hopeless  captivity. 

It  was  computed  by  Gibbon,  from  authentic  records, 
that  during  the  miserable  fifteen  years,  dating  fix)m  aJ). 
246,  the  supposed  thousandth  anniversary  of  the  founda- 
tion of  Eome,  fully  one  half  the  population  of  the  civilized 
world  perished  by  sword,  fire,  famine,  or  pestilence. 


CHAPTER  VIII. 

FROM  VALERIAN  TO  DIOCLETIAN. 

A.D.  260-284. 

nnHE  captivity  of  the  hapless  Valerian  left  his  son 
-^  Gallienus  as  sole  emperor,  and  this  unnatural  son 
made  no  effort  to  deliver  his  father  from  captivity,  taking, 
or  pretending  to  take,  comfort  in  the  reflection,  "I  knew 
beforehand  my  father  was  but  mortal." 

So  he  abandoned  himself  to  luxury  and  sloth,  while 
Sapor  devastated  whole  provinces,  and  pretenders  to  the 
empire  rose  up  in  all  directions,  to  whom  the  fanciful  name 
of  the  "Thirty  Tyrants"  has  been  given.  Gallienus  appeared 
perfectly  contented  so  long  as  Italy  was  untouched.  "  Can- 
not we  live  at  Eome,"  said  he,  "  without  linen  from  Gaul, 
or  com  from  Egypt  ?" 

Yet  this  worthless  voluptuary  extended  a  general  toler- 
ation to  Christianity,  recalling  the  exiles  who  had  been 
banished  on  accoimt  of  their  religion,  and  restoring  the  use 
of  the  cemeteries,  of  which  she  had  been  deprived,  to  the 
Church.  Thus  Christianity  became  recognized  as  a  "reHgio 
licita"  or  tolerated  religion,  and  entered  upon  a  long  period 
of  comparative  peace,  which  lasted  nearly  forty  years. 

Yet  it  was  stiU  in  the  power  of  individual  magistrates, 
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remote  from  the  seat  of  govermnent,  to  put  the  laws  into 
operation ;  for  they  had  not  been  formally  repealed,  and  it 
was  thus  that  the  martyrdom  of  Marinus  took  place  at 
Caesarea. 

The  post  of  centurion  becoming  vacant  amongst  the 
troops  posted  at  that  city,  Marinus,  in  the  order  of  succes- 
sion, was  called  to  fiU  the  vacancy,  when  the  next  in  order 
objected  that  Marinus  was  a  Christian,  and  by  the  law 
incapable  of  promotion.  The  accuser,  therefore,  claimed 
the  post. 

The  superior  ofi&cer  interrogated  Marinus,  and  upon 
his  avowing  himself  a  Christian,  and  refusing  to  sacri- 
fice, gave  him  three  hours  for  reflection.  As  he  left  the 
prsetoriimi,  the  Bishop  of  Caesarea,  Theoctistus,  drew  him 
aside,  and  leading  him  to  the  Church,  placed  him  before 
the  altar.  There  he  bade  him  make  his  choice  between 
the  sword  and  the  book  of  the  Gospels,  which  he  presented 
before  him.  Without  hesitation  Marinus  took  the  book. 
"  Hold  fast  to  God,"  said  the  bishop;  "  and  strengthened  by 
Him,  go  in  peace."  Marinus  went  forth,  boldly  announced 
his  determination  to  abide  by  his  Faith,  whereupon  he 
was  sentenced  to  military  execution  and  beheaded. 

The  reign  of  GaUienus  lasted  eight  years,  during  which 
the  condition  of  the  Christians  was  rather  tolerable  than 
happy.  But  at  length  Gallienus  was  forced  to  take  arms 
against  a  pretender  named  Aureolus,  who  had  seized  Milan ; 
and,  roused  from  his  couch  at  night  by  the  alarm  of  a  sally 
from  the  town,  was  slain  by  his  own  troops,  who  proclaimed 
a  brave  general,  named  Claudius,  emperor. 

The  state  of  the  Church  remained  unchanged  under  the 
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short  administration  of  Claudius,  whose  whole  attention 
was  given  to  the  safety  of  the  state,  threatened  again  hy 
the  Goths,  who  invaded  Greece  in  prodigious  numbers. 
Fortune  smiled  upon  the  arms  of  Bome  once  more,  and 
the  Goths  received  so  grievous  a  defeat  that  they  were 
finally  forced  to  surrender  at  discretion.  But  the  pesti- 
lence which  had  followed  the  ccmiftge  proved  fatal  to  the 
emperor,  and  he  died  at  Sirmium,  naming  AureUan  his 
successor,  a.d.  270. 

The  laws  against  Christianity  having  fallen  into  disuse, 
Aurelian  saw  no  reason  to  depart  fix)m  the  policy  of  his 
predecessors.  But  the  heathen  priests  and  pagan  philo- 
sophers, deprived  of  the  weapons  of  persecution,  began  in 
earnest  the  controversial  opposition  to  the  Faith  which 
Celsus  had  first  initiated.  The  Platonic  philosophers,  fol- 
lowing the  example  of  Ammonius  Saccas,  adopted  several 
of  the  institutions  and  doctrines  of  the  Gospel,  and  endea- 
voured to  frame  a  religion  which  should  combine  many 
elements  of  the  new  and  vigorous  Faith  with  the  old  and 
dying  Paganism. 

On  the  other  hand,  many  writers  took  up  an  attitude  of 
the  bitterest  hostility  to  Christianity.  Chief  amongst  these 
we  must  place  Porphyry,  a  Syrian  by  birth,  whose  long 
and  laborious  work  was  burnt  by  order  of  Constantino  the 
Greats  in  dayd  when  the  Faith  he  had  reviled  had  become 
the  Faith  of  the  Court. 

He  was,  however,  rather  a  bitter  than  a  formidable 
enemy,  and  had  evidently  not  fairly  studied  the  tenets 
against  which  he  contended,  while  superstitious  fanci^ 
rather  than  solid  reasons  abounded  in  his  pages. 
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But^  in  spite  of  all  opposition,  the  progress  of  Christianity 
was  most  rapid.  The  Goths,  who  had  settled  in  Mysia 
and  Thrace,  received  the  first  rudiments  of  Christianity, 
about  this  time,  from  certain  Asiatic  teachers,  while  the 
knowledge  of  the  Faith  was  diffused  throughout  the  whole 
of  Gaul.  'Flourishing  Churches  now  existed  at  Cologne, 
Treves,  Metz,  and  other  northern  cities,  while  Britain  was 
rapidly  receiving  the  light  of  the  GospeL 

Meanwhile  a  tiew  empire,  destined  to  a  brief  but  not 
inglorious  existence,  had  arisen  in  the  East  around  the 
ancient  city  of  Solomon,  Tadmor,  then  known  as  Palmyra. 

When  Sapor  retired  from  the  devastation  of  Syria, 
bearing  Valerian  away  as  his  captive,  Odenathus,  a  citizen 
of  that  city,  had  avenged  the  sufferings  of  the  linfortunate 
monarch,  by  his  vigorous  attacks  upon  the  reti^ting  Per^ 
sians. 

Separated  entirely  from  Bome  during  the  brief  and 
inglorious  reign  of  Gallienus,  Odenathus  was  forced  to 
depend  upon  his  own  personal  resources,  and,  fresh  fix)m 
his  brilliant  exploits,  became  the  founder  of  a  kingdom 
and  lord  of  Palmyra.  Zenobia,  the  wife  of  Odenathus,  was 
worthy  of  her  husband,  a  woman  of  singular  courage  and 
chastity.  Odenathus  defeated  the  Persians  in  several 
battles,  and  was  acknowledged  by  Bome  as  the  Caesar  of 
the  East,  but  in  the  height  of  success  was  treacherously 
assassinated  by  his  own  nephew.  Zenobia  avenged  the 
murder,  and,  proving  equal  to  the  occasion,  filled  her  hus- 
band's throne,  governing  Arabia,  Armenia,  Palmyra,  and 
the  East,  in  person  for  five  years,  with  manly  courage  and 
wisdom.    Her  dominions,  extending  from  the  Euplizates 
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to  the  frontiers  of  Bithynia,  were  finally  increased  by  the 
conquest  of  the  Roman  province  of  Egypt 

She  blendiad  the  Boman  and  Oriental  customs  in  her 
court,  and  educated  her  sons  as  the  CsBsars  of  the  East. 

Situated  at  an  equal  distance  from  the  Mediterranean 
and  the  Persian  Gulf,  Palmyra  rapidly  became  the  focus  of 
Eastern  commerce.  Her*gorgeous  temples  and  palaces, 
covered  the  surface  of  a  fertile  oasis,  extending  many  miles 
in  each  direction. 

Zenobia  was  favourably  inclined  to  Christianity,  and  not 
only  tolerated,  but  supported  it. 

The  bishop  who  possessed  her  confidence  in  the  highest 
d^ree  was  Paul  of  Samosata,  Bishop  of  Antioch,  a  man  of 
great  eloquence,  and  greater  eccentricity. 

Through  the  favour  of  Zenobia,  he  enjoyed  a  considerable 
civil  office,  and  he  chose  to  be  honoured  rather  by  the  title 
of  ** ducenfury,"  than  by  that  of  "bishop."  In  his  public 
appearances  he  imitated  the  pomp  and  state  of  a  Eoman 
governor,  and  even  affected  similar  display  in  his  religious 
functions,  erecting  a  tribunal  in  his  Church,  using  the 
gestures  of  Pagan  philosophers  and  orators,  and  encourag- 
ing his  people  to  receive  his  sermons  with  the  waving  of 
handkerchiefs  and  the  clapping  of  hands,  as  if  they  had 
been  in  the  schools 'of  the  philosophers. 

Discarding  the  grave  music  of  the  Church,  he  introduced 
secular  compositions,  with  female  singers,  an  innovation 
until  then  unknown;  for  the  office  of  singer  or  chorister 
was  considered  one  of  the  minor  orders  of  the  Church.  It 
is  even  said  that  they  sang  hymns  in  his  honour,  but 
allowance  must  be  made  for  some  exaggeration. 
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It  is  certain,  however,  that  against  those  who  lefbsed  to 
flatter  his  vanity,  or  to  suhmit  to  his  power,  he  was  in- 
flexible, and  even  cruel,  in  the  discharge  of  his  secular  and 
spiritual  functions ;  that  he  lavished  the  treasures  of  the 
Church  upon  his  own  sensual  gratification,  and  by  indis- 
creet conduct  gave  occasion  to  much  scandal  Naturally 
the  heathen  marvelled  at  this  change  in  the  outward  aspect 
of  the  Christian  ministry,  and  made  many  sarcastic  re^ 
marks  on  the  pride  and  luxury  of  the  bishop. 

It  is  not  wonderful,  that  such  a  man  should  have  cor- 
rupted the  doctrines  of  the.  Church,  in  order  to  render  them 
acceptable  to  the  popular  tastes,  or  to  the  inclinations  of 
his  royal  mistress.  He  is  said  to  have  followed  Sabellius 
in  his  general  teaching,  denying  the  distinction  of  persons 
in  the  Godhead.  -A  council  was  assembled  at  Antioch, 
where,  by  his  eloquent  sophistry,  Paul  succeeded  in  hiding 
his  real  teaching  from  scrutiny,  and  so  escaped  excommu- 
nication. He  promised  that  any  abuses  which  he  had  per- 
mitted in  his  Church,  or  any  erroneous  teaching,  should 
be  amended;  but,  violating  his  promise,  two  successive 
councils  were  held,  and  the  equivocation  of  the  bishop 
fully  exposed  by  the  eloquence  and  determination  of  one 
Malchion,  a  priest.  Excommunication  and  deposition  na- 
turally followed.  Paul  boldly  refused  to  submit  to  his 
brethren,  and  appealed  to  Zenobia.  The  civil  power  was 
exerted  on  his  behalf,  and  he  was  enabled  to  retain  his  see, 
so  long  as  the  power  of  Zenobia  enabled  her  to  protect  him. 

This  was  not  loDg.  Aurelian  became  emperor,  and  proved 
one  of  the  most  able  rulers  Home  had  ever  seen.  The  son 
of  a  peasant,  he  had  risen  step  by  step,  until  the  lips 
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of  the  dying  Claudiud*  piodailued  him  his  iHost  fitting 
successor.  In  the  space  of  a;  few  ye^is  he  drove  the 
Gtomians  out  of  Italy ;  recovered  Graul,  Spain,  and  Britain, 
from,  the  usurper  Tetricus ;  and  finally,  all  other  foes  sub- 
dued, turned  his  attention  to  the  empire  of  Zenobia.  The 
contest  was  loi^  and  even  doubtful;  but  after  two  san* 
guinaiy  battles,  wherein  both  Aiirelian  and  Zenobia  were 
present^  the  queen  was  forced  to  fly,  and  to  defend  herself 
within  the  walls  of  Palmyra. 

For  a  long  time  she  defended  the  city  wit^  success,  so 
that  the  Romans  murmured  at  the  length  of  the  siege ;  but 
at  length,  provisions  becoming  exhausted,  and  succour  being 
hopeleas,  Zenobia  sought  refuge  in  flight.  Mounted  on  the 
fleetest  of  her  dromedaries,  she  reached  the  Euphrates.  A 
few  moments  would  have  placed  her  in  safety,  when  she 
was  overtaken  by  a  squadron  of  light  horse,  and  brought 
back  a  prisoner  to  AureUan. 

The  conqueror  treated  her  with  respect,  and  granted 
favourable  conditions  of  peace  to  the  city,  which  received 
a.  Soman  garrison.  He  returned  to  enjoy  a  triumph  at 
Home,  and  had  already  reached  the  Hellespont^  when  he 
"xeceived  tidings  that  Pali;nyra  had  revolted,  and  that  the 
garrison  was  massacred.  He  returned  with  swift  prompti* 
tude,  and  inflicted  the  utmost  rigours  of  ancient  war  upon 
HoA  city  and  its  population.  The  devastation  was  utter 
and  complete.  Fire  and  sword  did  their  cruel  work,  and 
a  desolate  ruin  took  tJie  place  of  the  magnificent  capital 
which  had  existed  amidst  the  solitude  of  the  desert. 

Zenobia^  who  had  been  spared  this  dreadful  scene,  was 
reserved  to  adorn  the  triuiiiph  of  the  conqueror,  after 
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which  a  villa  was  assigned,  near  I&>me,  as  her  residence, 
and  her  children  became  Eoman  citizens. 

On  the  return  of  Aurelian  from  the  conquest,  a  remark- 
able occurrence  in  the  history  of  the  Church  took  place. 
The  dispute  concerning  her  temporal  possessions  was,  for  the 
first  time  on  record,  referred  to  the  civil  government  in  hb 
person.  Deeply  attached  to  the  Pagan  system,  he  yet  gave 
the  decision  of  a  just  judge  as  to  the  property.  He  decided 
that  it  should  belong  to  that  body  of  Christians  in  com- 
munion with  the  Church  of  the  imperial  dty,  and  this 
judgment,  thus  pronounced,  was  enforced  by  the  civil 
power.  The  followers  of  Paul  became  a  heretical  sect^ 
whose  baptism  even  was  disallowed  by  the  Church. 

It  was  during  the  reign  of  Aurelian,  that  the  sect  of  the 
Manichaeans  arose  in  Persia.  There  are  many  different 
accounts  of  the  life  and  actions  of  Manes,  its  founder.  He 
is  said  by  some  to  have  been  a  Magian,  who  embraced 
Christianity,  and,  falling  from  his  first  faith,  introduced  his 
new  revelation  in  Persia,  where,  failing  to  conquer  the 
Magians  in  dispute,  he  was  condemned  to  a  cruel  death  by 
Varanes,  the  successor  of  Sapor.  His  system  was  one  of 
pure  dualism.  He  maintained  that  there  were  two  oo- 
etemal  and  independent  powers — the  one  good,  the  other 
evil ;  the  one  corresponding  to  the  Gk>d  of  the  ChnstianB^ 
the  other  taking  the  place  assigned,  in  Christian  theology, 
to  the  devil ;  the  one  purely  spiritual,  the  other  material 
It  would  be  useless  to  relate  the  fanciful  and  somewhat 
absurd  stories  of  the  wars  between  these  two  powers,  as 
related  by  the  Manichaeans.  Man  was  the  result  of  the  con- 
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flict,  and  inherited  his  spiritual  nature  &om  the  one,  his 
material  nature  from  the  other.  There  was  no  room  in  the 
system  for  the  "Atonement;"  the  Divine  soid  could  not 
be  lost,  the  material  body  could  not  be  saved. 

To  deliver  the  souls  of  men  from  their  earthly  prisons, 
God  produced  two  Beings  from  His  own  substance,  Christ 
and  the  Holy  Ghost,  and  created  the  earth  to  be  the  scene 
of  the  conflict.  In  due  time  Christ  descended  upon  it  to 
preach  deliyerance,  and  the  prince  of  darkness  stirred  up 
the  Jews  to  crucify  Him,  which  punishment  however  He 
only  sufiFered  in  appearance.  The  promise  of  the  Paraclete 
was  fulfilled  in  Manes  himself,  who  should  guide  the 
Church  into  all  truth. 

Those  souls  who  rejected  the  God  of  the  Jews,  Whom 
Manes  identified  with  the  prince  of  darkness,  and  obeyed 
the  laws  of  Christ  and  of  Manes,  would  be  eventually 
emancipated  and  saved. 

The  Manichseans  were  divided  into  the  elect  and  the 
hearers.  The  "  Elect  **  might  not  even  feed  themselves,  but 
were  fed  by  the  "  Hearers,"  who  would  incur  the  severest 
penalties  after  death  in  the  case  of  neglect.  The  '* Hearers'^ 
might  eat  flesh,  drink  wine,  and  engage  in  the  usual  occu- 
pations of  life. 

They  had  a  hierarchy,  consisting  of  seventy-two  bishops, 
with  priests  and  deacoi  under  tTenx.  TheLorship  was 
studiously  concealed  from  aU  outsiders,  and  the  "  myste- 
ries" restricted  to  the  "  Elect." 

This  strange  heresy  would  hardly  deserve  so  much 
notice,  had  it  not  spread  into  the  West,  and  even  held 
captive  for  nine  years  before  his  Baptism,  the  mighty  in? 
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tellect  of  S.  Augustine.  It  levived  in  the  middle  ages 
amongst  the  Albigenses,  and  was  ruthlessly  crushed  out 
in  the  crusade  inaugurated  by  Pope  Innocent  the  Third, 
and  carried  out  by  Simon  de  Montfort. 

But  we  are  anticipating  our  narration  by  centuries,  and 
must  return  to  the  days  of  Aurelian. 

Before  his  death,  Aurelian  became  gravely  prejudiced 
against  the  Church,  and  had  issued  edicts  for  a  general 
persecution,  in  gratitude  for  his  success  in  war,  which  hs 
attributed  to  the  heathen  gods,  when  he  was  assassinated 
in  his  camp  between  Byzantiimi  and  Heradea. 

Having  threatened  his  secretary,  Menestheus,  who  had 
been  acciused  of  extortion,  the  criminal  strove  to  save 
himself  by  drawing  up  a  list,  in  imitation  of  his  master^s 
hand,  of  persons  devoted  to  death,  and  included  in  the 
forgery  the  names  of  the  principal  officer^  of  the  army. 
Believing  the  traitor,  they  suddenly  set  upon  their  em- 
peror, smd  he  fell  by  the  hands  of  Mucapor,  a  general  he 
had  ever  loved  and  trusted.  His  death  was  no  sooner 
'accomplished  than  the  conspirators  discovered  the  foigeiyi 
slew  Menestheus,  and  wrote  to  the  senate,  '*The  crime 
of  one  and  the  error  of  many  have  deprived  us  of  the 
lamented  Aurdian.  May  it  please  you,  venerable  fathers, 
to  enrol  him  in  the  number  of  the  gods,  and  to  appoint  a 
successor  worthy  of  the  Imperial  Purple." 

Thus  was  Aurelian  deified,  and  the  persecution  averted 
for  a  few  brief  years ;  yet,  as  the  edicts  were  issued,  and 
some,  it  is  said,  had  suffered  martyrdom,  it  received  the 
ill^chosen  name  of  the  Nv»£k  Feriecuiiofk 
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The  senate  \A  Borne  chose  Tacitus  to  succeed  Aurelian ; 
but  unfitted  by  his  age  and  habits  for  military  life>  he  sank 
beneath  the  fatigues  of  an  Asiatic  Campaign,  and  the  con- 
stant anxiety  arising  £rom  the  mutinous  character  of  the 
soldiers,  after  a  short  reign  of  only  six  months.  His 
brother  ilorianus  lost  his  life  in  a  vain  attempt  to  secure 
the  succession,  and  the  general  of  the  East,  the  heroic 
Frobus^  grasped  the  reins  of  government. 

He  delivered  Graul  from  the  terror  of  the  Germans,  and 
recovered  seventy  flourishing  cities  which  had  falliBn  under 
the  power  of  these  barbarians.  He  drove  back  the  Franks 
into  their  morasses,  passed  the  Bhine,and  even  entertained 
the  idea  of  reducing  Grermany  to  the  condition  of  a  Boman 
province.  Such  an  event,  however,  was  not  in  the  design  of 
Providence;  the  Germans  ever  preserved  their  independence. 

But  at  length,  after  a  glorious  career,  Probus  perished^ 
like  so  many  of  his  predecessors,  by  the  hands  of  his  own 
soldiers,  whom  he  had  compelled  to  labour  in  the  draining 
of  some  morasses,  in  the  intervals  of  their  warlike  occu- 
pations. Cams,  the  prsBtorian  prefect  who  succeeded  (aj). 
282),  carried  the  Boman  arms  into  the  territories  of  Persia, 
and,  in  tiie  midst  of  his  triumphs,  was  killed  in  his  tent 
by  lightning.  The  affrighted  soldiers  refused  to  continue 
the  campaign,  and,  leaving  the  astonished  Persians  to  re- 
cover their  losses,  returned  to  their  own  dominions. 

Carinus  and  Numerian,  the  sons  of  Oarus,  succeeded, 
but  never  saw  each  other  after  their  fiftther's  death. 
Numerian  was  returning  slowly  from  the  Persian  cam- 
paign, in  which  he  had  accompanied  his  father,  wh^n  he 
died  at  Heraclea»  on  the  Propontift*-'it  is  supposed  that  he 
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was  murdered  by  Aper,  his  father-in-law,  who,  concealing 
the  dei^h  of  the  emperor,  continued  to  give  orders  to  the 
legions  in  his  name.  But  at  length  the  soldiers  suspected 
the  truth,  and,  rushing  into  the  imperial  tent,  found 
only  the  corpse  of  Numerian.  They  dragged  Aper  in 
chains  to  a  general  assembly  of  the  army  at  Chalcedon, 
and  chcfse  Diocletian,  the  commander  of  the  imperial 
guards,  as  the  judge.  Ascending  the  tribunal,  IXodetiaii 
solemnly  raised  his  eyes  to  the  sim,  and,  as  in  the  presence 
of  an  all-seeing  Deity,  swore  that  he  was  innocent  of  the 
death  of  the  emperor.  Then,  assimiing  the  tone  of  a 
judge,  he  ordered  Aper  to  be  brought  before  the  tribunal 

"This  man,"  he  said,  "is  the  murderer  of  Numerian," 
and,  without  giving  Aper  any  opportunity  of  attempting 
to  justify  himself,  or  of  asserting  his  innocence,  he 
plunged  his  sword  in  the  breast  of  the  imfortunate  prefect 

A  charge,  supported  by  such  a  proof,  was  admitted  without 
contradiction;  and  the  legions  saluted  Diocletian  as  emperor. 

Carinus  made  a  vain  attempt  to  retain  the  throne,  and, 
at  the  head  of  the  forces  of  the  West,  advanced  to  meet 
Diocletian.  The  armies  met  on  the  Danube;  the  forces 
of  Carinus  gained  the  advantage,  and  Diocletian  despaired 
of  the  purple  and  of  life,  when  a  tribune,  whose  wife 
Carinus  had  seduced,  seized  the  opportimity  of  revenge, 
and  buried  his  dagger  in  the  heart  of  the  adulterer. 

The  battle  ended,  and  the  legions  of  the  East  and  the 
West  acknowledged  the  authority  of  Diocletian. 

The  power  of  Bome  had  been  now  raised,  by  a  succession 

to  the  highest  pitch ;  the  barbarians  weie 
and  Germans  ceaseid  to  trouble  the 
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fix)ntiers ;  the  Persians  had  yielded  to  the  prowess  of  the 
Western  arms,  and  all  seemed  to  promise  well  for  the 
stability  of  the  empire. 

But  there  were  signs  of  fearful  conflict  between  the 
dying  Paganism  and  the  living  Faith  of  the  Grospel.  The 
most  careless  observer  could  but  note  them ;  and  it  pro- 
mised with  equal  plainness  to  be  the  last — one  for  life  or 
death-for  Paganism. 

The  jseal  and  rapid  progress  of  Christianity  had  half 
emptied  the  Pagan  temples,  while  it  had  aroused  the  Poly- 
theists  from  that  languid  indifiFerence,  in  the  cause  of  their 
deities,  which  had  been  hitherto  fashionable.  They  were 
incensed  at  the  rashness  of  the  new  sect,  which  disdained 
compromise,  and  whose  doctrines  consigned  all  unbelievers 
to  eternal  misery.  Therefore  they  strained  every  nerve 
to  revive  the  superstitions  which  had  once  held  the 
many  captive.  Philosophy  was  called  to  aid  the  expiring 
fidth — ^if  faith  it  would  be  called — systems  of  morality 
were  elaborated,  and  false  miracles  or  supernatural  por- 
tents produced  to  rival  the  acknowledged  miraculous 
powers  of  the  infant  Church. 

Elaborate  treatises  were  composed  against  the  Gospel, 
whUe  the  worship  of  the  images  in  the  Pagan  temples 
was  justified,  as  worship  paid  to  existing,  though  unseen, 
cleities :  but  all  this  availed  them  little,  and  their  hopes 
rested  upon  the  chance  of  another  persecution,  when 
all  the  might  of  the  empire  might  be  brought  into  action 
to  crush  the  rising  creed. 

Such  was  the  state  of  things  at  the  accession  of  Diocle- 
tian, on  the  twentieth  of  November,  A  J).  284. 


CHAPTER  IX. 

THE  GREAT  TENTH  PERSECUTION. 

nP\IOCLETIAN  was  bom  at  Diodea^  a  small  town  of 
Dalmatia,  in  the  house  of  Amulinus,  a  Eoman  senator, 
of  whom  his  parents  were  the  slaves. 

It  is  probable  that  his  father  obtained  the  freedom  of 
the  family,  and  that  he  soon  exercised  the  of&ce  of  a  scribe. 
His  fortunate  son  adopted  the  profession  of  arms — ^the 
surest  road  to  fortune  in  those  days,  when,  as  it  has  been 
repeatedly  seen,  meanness  of  origin  was  no  obstacle  to 
promotion. 

The  young  soldier  rose  rapidly,  and  was  successiyely 
promoted  to  the  govemment  of  Moesia,  the  consulship^ 
and  finally  to  the  important  command  of  the  emperor^s 
body-guard,  from  whence,  on  the  occasion  of  the  death  of 
Numerian,  he  planted  his  foot  on  the  imperial  throne, 
which  he  filled  with  consummate  ability. 

His  courage  was  unquestioned,  his  abilities  for  business 
marvellous,  while,  on  all  occasions,  save  those  in  which 
Christianity  was  concerned,  he  displayed  a  lenity  and 
mildness  in  striking  contrast  to  his  predecessors.  His 
victory  was  signalized  by  a  clemency  unknown  before; 
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hone  of  the  adherents  of  his  adversary  suffered  in  person, 
fortune,  or  honour,  and  the  Roman  world  marvelled. 

Feeling  that  the  government  of  so  large  an  empire  was 
too  mighty  a  task  to  be  discharged  with  credit  by  one 
individual,  he  chose  an  associate  in  the  empire,  and  found 
one  in  the  person  of  Maximian,  who,  like  himself,  wus  of 
humble  origin. 

Maximian  was  a  rude  and  unlettered  soldier,  but  a  very 
able  general,  possessing  valour  and  experience,  but  insen- 
sible to  pity,  and  utterly  careless  of  the  misery  of  others. 

But  a  still  further  subdivision  of  the  empire  soon  ap- 
peared necessary,  therefore  Gonstantius  Chlorus,  the  father 
of  Oonstantine  the  Great,  was  made  ruler  of  Britain,  Spain, 
and  Gaul ;  and  Galerius  of  the  provinces  on  the  Danube, 
each  with  the  subordinate  title  of  "  CsBsar ; "  while  Maxi- 
mian assumed  the  special  charge  of  Italy  and  Africa,  and 
Diocletian  himself  of  the  Eastern  provinces. 

It  was  at  this  period  that  the  well-known  Carausius,  a 
Menapian,  having  made  himself  obnoxious  to  the  ruling 
powers,  attached  to  his  fortunes  the  Soman  fleet,  secured 
the  barbarian  pirates  to  his  interest,  and,  seducing  the 
legions  in  Britain,  made  himself  an  independent  sovereign 
of  this  island,  assuming  the  imperial  purple. 

When  Britain  was  thus  severe\l  from  the  empire  its  loss 
was  severely  lamented.  The  Bomans  grieved  over  its  rich 
pastures,  covered  with  innumerable  flocks ;  its  woods  free 
(as  they  said)  from  wild  beasts ;  its  fields  of  waving  grain. 
But  for  the  space  of  seven  years  Carausius  possessed  it; 
his  fleets  rode  triumphant  in  the  Channel;  and  under 
his  command  Britain,  destined  in  after  ages  to  be  the 
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mistress  of  the  seas,  became  in  anticipation  a  great  naval 
power. 

But  Carausius  was  assassinated  by  his  first  minister, 
Allectus,  and  Constantius  prepared  to  make  a  double 
descent  upon  the  island.  The  prsefect  Asclepiodatus,  under 
cover  of  a  thick  fog,  escaped  the  fleet  of  Allectus,  and 
landed  in  the  west,  while  Allectus  himself  was  posted  near 
London,  expecting  the  landing  of  Constantius  in  the  south. 

Hastening  to  meet  the  enemy,  with  troops  exhausted  by 
the  rapidity  of  the  march,  Allectus  was  utterly  defeated 
and  sl£tin,  and  Constantius,  landing  near  Dover,  found  the 
shores  filled  with  obedient  subjects,  who  sincerely  rejoiced 
in  a  revolution  which  restored  their  country  to  the  unity 
of  the  empire. 

Shortly  afterwards  a  struggle  arose  between  Borne  and 
Persia,  which  effectually  humbled  the  latter  power,  and 
avenged  the  misfortunes  and  death  of  Valerian.  Galerius, 
who  had  conducted  the  military  operations  with  singular 
courage  and  success,  returned  to  pass  the  winter  with 
Diocletian  in  Nicomedia,  and  the  faU.  of  Christianily 
became  the  subject  of  their  deliberations. 

Already  there  had  been  edicts  issued,  commanding  all 
those  engaged  in  military  service  to  conform  to  the  national 
religion,  and  the  well-known  story  of  the  "  Theban  legion" 
must  be  referred  to  a  period  before  the  consultations  in 
the  palace  of  Nicomedia. 

It  is  said  that  a  whole  legion,  of  six  thousand  Christian 
soldiers,  was  summoned  to  assist  Maximian  in  the  subjuga- 
tion of  the  Grallic  peasants  who  had  revolted;  that  they 
discovered  they  were  to  be  employed  in  the  persecution  of 
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their  brethren,  and  when  near  the  toi^  of  S.  Maurice, 
situated  in  the  Alpine  valley  between  Martigny  and  the 
Lake  of  (Geneva,  refused  to  proceed.  Twice  decimated, 
they  still  remained  firm,  and  told  Maximian  by  the  lips  of 
their  leader,  S.  Maurice,  that  they  would  die  sooner  than 
violate  their  duty  to  Gcod.  The  other  legions  surrounded 
them,  whereupon  the  devoted  soldiers  laid  down  their  aims, 
and  submitted  without  a  struggle  to  martyrdom. 

Such  is  the  tradition.  The  foundation  of  truth  is  pro* 
bably  that  certain  soldiers  did  really  suffer  at  this  junc- 
ture, sooner  than  comply  with  the  regulations  affecting 
their  religion. 

It  appears  probable  that  the  moie  humane  temper  of 
Diocletian  led  him  to  oppose  the  project  of  the  persecu- 
tion, but  that  the  counsels  of  the  fiercer  Galerius,  seconded 
as  they  certainly  would  have  been  by  all  the  influence  of 
Maximian,  prevailed ;  and  the  character  of  Diocletian  was 
such  that,  once  committed  to  the  policy  of  persecution,  he 
would  cany  it  out  with  the  utmost  determination,  treating 
all  resistance  as  rebellion. 

A  council,  composed  of  the  principal  civil  and  military 
officers,  was  held  in  the  palace  of  Nicomedia  to  discuss  the 
question.  It  may  be  presumed  that  they  insisted  on  every 
motive  which  could  influence  the  mind  of  Diocletian ;  the 
danger  of  permitting  a  people,  owning  an  independeift 
aU^iance  to  a  mysterious  King,  to  multiply  in  the  heart  of 
the  empire ;  the  calamities  which  the  neglect  of  the  wor- 
fliiip  of  the  heathen  deities  had  brought,  as  they  supposed, 
on  the  state ;  the  silence  of  the  oracles,  which  asserted  they 
could  give  no  responses  while  the  Christians  existed ;  the 
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hatred,  as  they  alleged,  of  the  destined  viotiind  to  theii 
fellow  mortals ;  their  contempt  of  the  laws  of  the  state, 
if  in  the  least  degree  contrary  to  their  religious  feelings; 
and,  in  short,  all  the  various  calumnies  and  exaggerations, 
so  easily  repeated,  and  so  readily  believed.  . 

But  a  stiU  more  powerful  agent  was  used.  The  aid  of 
superstition  was  invoked.  When  Diocletian  came  to  con- 
sult a  well-known  oracle  of  Apollo,  the  response  came,  not 
from  the  priest,  but  fix)m  the  god  himself,  in  a  hollow  voice 
from  beneath  the  ground :  "  Because  of  the  righteous  upon 
the  earth,  we  are  restrained  from  answering  truly."  "  Who 
are  these  righteous?"  asked  the  emperor.  "The  Chris- 
tians," replied  the  priest. 

The  pleasure  of  the  emperors  was  at  last  made  known 
to  the  Christians,  who  had  spent  a  melancholy  winter  fidl 
of  apprehensions ;  for  aU  the  signs  of  the  times  were  most 
threatening. 

On  the  twenty-third  of  February,  aj).  302,  at  the  dawn 
of  day,  the  praetorian  prefect,  attended  by  a  large  staff  of 
ofl&cers,  repaired  to  the  great  Church  of  Nicomedia,  situ- 
ated on  an  eminence  in  the  most  populous  part  of  the  dty. 
They  broke  open  the  doors,  rushed  into  the  sanctuary,  burnt 
the  sacred  books,  and  by  the  incessant  labour  of  goards 
and  pioneers  the  sacred  edifice,  which  had  long  excited 
the  envy  of  the  Pagans,  was  levelled  with  the  ground. 

The  following  day  the  general  edict  of  persecution  was 
published.  It  was  moderated  somewhat  by  Diocletian ;  fiir 
Galerius  had  proposed  that  every  one  refusing  to  oflhr 
sacrifice  should  be  at  once  burned  alive.  Still  the  penr 
alties  were  sufficiently  severe  for  a  beginning. 
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1.  All  who  refused  to  offer  sacrifice  were  to  be  deprived 
of  their  property,  their  rank,  their  political  privileges. 

2.  Slaves  were  to  be  deprived  of  the  hope  of  future 
liberty. 

3.  Christians  of  all  ranks,  losing  the  privileges  of  the 
Boman  citizen,  were  to  be  liable  to  torture. 

4.  All  Churches  were  to  be  razed  to  the  ground. 

5.  All  religious  meetings  prohibited. 

6.  All  sacred  writings  committed  to  the  flames. 

No  sooner  was  this  edict  posted  up  than  it  was  torn 
down  by  a  Christian,  who  uttered,  at  the  same  time, 
indignant  words  against  the  cruelty  of  the  emperors.  He 
was  seized,  and  publicly  roasted  at  a  slow  fire — the  first- 
fruits  to  God  of  a  mighty  harvest ;  gathered,  indeed,  by  the 
sword  of  tlie  ungodly,  but  precious  in  His  sight.  His  per-* 
secators,  zealous  to  avenge  the  personal  insult  to  the 
emperors,  exhausted  every  refinement  of  cruelty,  but  could 
not  subdue  his  patience,  or  extinguish  the  heavenly  smile 
which  sat  on  his  dying  features. 

The  Christians  openly  commended  his  fortitude  and  his 
zeal,  and  thereby  nourished  a  feeling  of  bitter  personal 
hatred  in  the  mind  of  the  hitherto  lenient  Diocletian. 

His  fears,  as  well  as  his  hatred,  were  speedily  aroused. 
Twice  within  fifteen  days  the  imperial  palace,  and  even  the 
bed-chamber  of  Diocletian,  were  in  flames ;  and  although 
the  fire  was  extinguished  without  material  damage,  yet  its 
xecurrence  was  considered  a  proof  that  it  was  not  the 
xesolt  of  negligence.  Of  course  the  guilt  was  charged  upon 
tlie  Christians. 

Diocletian  was  greatly  enraged,  and  even  alarmed.    He 

N 


Xt^  THE  GREAT  TENTH  PERSECUTION: 

compelled  his  wife  and  daughter  to  set  the  example  of 
offering  sacrifice,  and  req^uired  every  member  of  the 
household  to  imitate  their  example.  Some  of  the  most 
confidential  domestics,  who  were  thereby  discovered  to 
be  Christians^  were  put  to  death  with  the  most  severe 
tortures,  and  Anthimus,  the  Bishop  of  Nicomedia,  shared 
their  fate. 

The  city  was  also  polluted  with  innocent  blood.  Every 
mode  of  torture  was  put  in  practice  to  overcome  the  con- 
stancy of  the  Faithful,  and  terrify  the  beholders;  while 
Galerius  withdrew  himself  from  the  imperial  palace,  lest^ 
as  he  Baid,  he  should  himself  fall  a  sacrifice  to  the  rage  of 
the  Christians. 

The  persecution  thus  kindled  extended  rapidly  through* 
*out  the  empire.  Churches  were  destroyed ;  the  sacied 
writings.  Scriptures  or  liturgies,  sought  for  everywhere. 
Those  who  saved  their  lives  by  delivering  them  up  were 
called  "  Traditores,''  and  many  suffered  lingering  agonies 
in  their  defence.  In  some  cases  copies  of  heretical  writ- 
ings, substituted  for  the  Holy  Scriptures,  were  taken  in 
their  stead;  but  many  most  valuable  works  were  utterly 
destroyed,  to  the  great  and  irreparable  loss  of  ecclesiastical 
history. 

A  second  edict,  ordering  the  arrest  of  all  the  bishops  and 
clergy,  was  speedily  issued.  A  third  edict,  yet  more 
isevere,  followed,,  directing  that  those  who  refused  to  aacn- 
fice,  should  be  tortured  till  they  complied  or  died.  AfourA 
edict  extended  the  operation  of  the  previous  aets  to  all 
Christians  whatsoever. 
'    By  this  time  the  persecution  was  general  throughout 
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the  civiKzed  world,  dififering  in  intensity  according  to  the 
greater  or  less  zeal  of  those  who  held  the  post  of  authority 
iji  the  different  provinces  of  the  empire. 

The  mild  and  humane  temper  of  Constantius  was  averse 
to  persecution ;  yet  so  long  as  he  occupied  the  subordinate 
station  of  Gsesar,  he  could  not  refuse  compliance  with  the 
decisions  of  his  superiors,  and  therefore,  under  his  govern- 
ment, the  proto-martyr  of  Britain,  S.  Alban,  suffered  at 
Yerulamium. 

He  had  concealed  the  priest  Amphibalus  when  the  per- 
secutors sought  him.  God  blessed  the  generous  protector, 
and  the  seed  sown  by  the  teaching  of  the  fugitive  took 
deep  root  in  his  heart  Very  shortly  it  became  known 
that  the  priest  had  taken  shelter  in  the  viU^  of  Alban^  and 
the  o£&cers  of  justice  sought  him  there. 

Disguising  himself  in  the  long  robes  of  the  priest,  Alban 
aent  him  away  by  a  private  door,  and  yielded  himself 
up  calmly  to  the  pursuers,  in  the  place  of  him  from  whom 
l)e  had  learned  the  way  of  life. 

Whon  brought  before  tiie  judge  he  was  immediately 
recognized,  and  professing  himself  a  Christian,  was  sen- 
tenced to  be  decapitated,  after  they  had  striven  in  vain  to 
induce  bim  to  save  himself  by  consenting  to  offer  sacrifice. 

They  beheaded  him  on  a  gentle  hill  without  the  town, 
where  in  after  ages  a  spacious  abbey  was  erected  in  his 
memory,  and  the  modem  town  of  S.  Albans  arose  around 
the  shrine. 

But  the  victims  in  Britain  were  few.  Amphibalus  him- 
self perished  by  cruel  tortures  shortly  afterwards,  and  a 
few  other  names  are  recorded ;  indeed,  the  venerable  Bede 
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infonns  US  that  a  great  number  of  both  sexes,  including 
Aaron  and  Julius,  citizens  of  Chester,  after  enduring  griev- 
ous torments,  yielded  their  souls  to  God,  to  enjoy  in  the 
heavenly  city  a  recompence  for  all  the  sufiferings  through 
which  they  had  passed. 

Such  was  the  state  of  things  even  under  the  clement 
Constantius,  of  whom  it  is  told,  that,  assembling  his 
officers,  he  bade  those  who  were  Christians  to  resign  their 
Faith  or  their  military  and  civic  offices.  A  certain  num- 
ber resigned  their  posts,  but  others  their  Faith,  when  he 
at  once  dismissed  the  latter  also,  saying  that  those  who 
were  unfaithful  to  their  God  would,  upon  compulsion,  be 
unfaithful  to  their  emperor  likewise. 

But  in  ItcUy^  under  the  cruel  Maximian,  the  fury  of  the 
persecution  was  intense,  and  it  may  be  computed,  vidthout 
exaggeration,  that  many  thousands  suffered  the  utmost 
rage  of  the  emperor,  rather  than  renounce  their  Faith  in 
Christ. 

They  were  suspended  by  the  feet  over  slow  fires,  stripped 
and  suspended  from  hooks  to  expire  in  lingering  torture, 
distended  by  the  rack,  torn  by  red-hot  pincers,  or  the  cruel 
iron  scraper  or  rake.  Molten  lead  was  poured  over  them, 
sharp  reeds  thrust  beneatii  the  nails.  The  Amphitheatres 
were  literally  supplied  with  victims  for  the  beasts;  the 
basilicas,  the  so-called  courts  of  justice,  open  aU  day  for 
the  examination  and  torture  of  the  victims.  Well  is  it 
written — 

«*  For  Thee  aU  pangs  they  bore — 
Fury  and  cruel  hate, 
The  cruel  scourge  to  tear, 
The  hook  to  lacerate, 
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Emparpled  in  the  flood 

Of  their  victorious  blood, 

They  won  the  laurel  from  their  Gk)d." 

It  may  be  as  well  to  chronicle  the  names  and  deeds  of 
some  of  the  better  known  amongst  the  martyrs,  whose 
names  have  become  household  words. 

S.  Sebastian  was  a  soldier  of  the  emperor's  body  guard, 
born  at  Milan,  and  dear  to  Diocletian  on  account  of  his 
many  virtues  and  heroic  courage. 

In  his  position  he  was  able  to  assist  the  sufferers  greatly. 
He  visi  J  them  in  prison,  strengthened  them  by  e^rta- 
tion  to  endure  to  the  end,  and  relieved  their  distress  so 
far  as  he  was  able.  These  facts  being  reported  to  Maxi- 
mian,  the  tyrant  ordered  Sebastian  to  be  tied  to  a  stake, 
and  transfixed  with  arrows  by  Moorish  archers. 

Thus  pierced  by  many  wounds,  he  was  left  for  dead, 
when  a  pious  lady,  Irene,  conveying  the  body  away  for 
burial,  found  he  yet  breathed,  and  by  her  care  he  was 
restored  to  life. 

Thus  restored,  so  soon  as  his  strength  suffered,  he  threw 
himself  in  the  emperor's  way,  and  upbraided  him  with 
his  cruelties.  The  result  was  obvious ;  he  was  beaten  to 
death  with  rods  in  the  emperor's  presence.  The  Faithful^ 
finding  his  body,  buried  it  in  the  catacombs. 

8,  Pancras^  the  boy  martyr,  formerly  well  known  in 
Britain,  to  whom  one  of  our  largest  metropolitan  parishes 
is  dedicated,  is  said  to  have  been  himself  the  son  of  a 
martjrr,  to  have  torn  down  the  persecuting  edict  in  the 
Soman  forum,  and  to  have  been  exposed  to  a  leopard  in 
the  Amphitheatre  of  the  Colosseum. 
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The  story  pf  8,  Agnes  is  a  very  touching  one.  She  was 
only  thirteen  years  old,  and  distinguished  for  her  early 
piety.  S.  Ambrose  teUs  us  that  her  devotion  was  above 
her  age,  her  courage  above  nature.  She  was  sought  in 
mamage  while  yet  at  school  by  the  son  of  the  prefect  of 
the  city,  and  refusing  his  advances,  was  accused  by  him 
of  Christianity.  Brought  before  her  judge,  they  had  no 
fetters  small  enough  for  her  tender  limbs,  yet  they  sub- 
jected her  to  such  torments  that,  as  S.  Ambrose  again 
says,  "she  had  no  place  left  where  the  iron  could  yet 
inflict  a  wound,  but  she  had  thai  whereby  she  could 
conquer  the  iron." 

Led  at  length  to  execution,  the  executioner  trembled 
and  hesitated  to  strike,  but  she  trembled  not.  At  length, 
by  one  blow,  her  head  was  separated  from  the  body,  and 
her  soul  dismissed  to  the  heavenly  mansions. 

The  Church  of  Rome  of  those  days  may  well  be  called 
the  Church  of  the  Catacombs ;  for  the  Faithful  were  driven 
to  worship  God  amidst  the  remains  of  the  deeid,  where 
miles  of  subterranean  passages  afforded  conceabnent^  and 
Churches  were  excavated  in  which  they  met  constantly  for 
communion  and  prayer.  Thus  strengthened  daily  for  the 
conflict,  they  came  forth  conquering  and  to  conquer 
through  their  sufferings :  the  dawn  was  already  at  hand. 

Here,  in  these  subterranean  Churches,  they  buried  the 
mutilated  remains  of  their  martyred  victors,  and  upon 
their  tombs  offered  up  the  Eucharistic  Sacrifice  to  the 
King  of  Martyrs.  Even  in  these  days  those  underground 
passages,  still  existing,  are  filled  with  the  records  of  their 
sufferings  and  their  triumphs. 


THE  GREAT  TENTH  PERSECUTION.  1 83 

But  such  victories  were  nc^  confined  to  Italy  and  Britain; 
the  persecution  was  co-extensive  with  the  Boman  empiret 
In  Graul  S.  Quentin  stands  distinguished  amidst  a  crowd 
of  victims,  for  the  constancy  with  which  he  bore  his 
sufferings. 

In  Spain  S.  Vincent  has  left  an  imperishable  name. 
The  acts  of  his  martyrdom  were  read  publicly  in  the 
AMcan  Church  in  the  days  of  S.  Augustine.  He  was  a 
deacon  of  Saragossa,  and  in  company  with  his  bishop  was 
brought  bef(»e  the  ferocious  Datian,  governor  of  the  pro- 
vince under  Omstantius.  The  bishop  was  exiled,  and  is 
supposed  to  have  finished  his  course  by  martyrdom ;  but 
S.  Vincent  was  racked,  tortured  with  hooks,  roasted  upon 
a  gridiron  with  bars  sharp  as  scythes,  and  finally  thrown 
upon  a  dungeon  floor  strewn  with  broken  pottery  to  expire. 
We  are  told  that  his  eyes  were  fixed  on  heaven,  as  if  its 
glory  were  revealed  to  him,  and  that  love  stronger  than. 
death  sustained  him  to  the  end.  His  body  was  finally 
thrown  into  the  sea  near  the  cape  which  bears  his  name, 
but,  washed  on  shore,  received  the  rites  of  Christian 
burial 

In  the  East  the  persecution  was  yet  more  fierce  and 
vivid.  The  judges,  says  Eusebius,  wearied  themselves  to 
find  torments,  as  if  prizes  were  offered  to  those  who  ex- 
celled the  most  in  cruelty.  In  Phrygia  a  Church  was 
surrounded  by  the  soldiers  during  the  celebration  of  the 
Sacred  Mysteries,  and  set  on  fire,  the  whole  congregation — 
men,  women,  and  children,  perishing  in  the  flames.  And 
it  is  said  that  the  voice  of  hymns  of  praise  was  heard 
above  the  loaring  of  the  destroying  element 
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But  enough  of  these  harrowing  pictures,  sad  yet  glorious, 
testifying  as  they  do  to  the  marvellous  and  supernatural 
power  of  Divine  Grace. 

It  may  be  that  there  is  some  exaggeration  in  the  accoants 
preserved  to  us,  which  even  assert  that  twenty  thousand 
suffered  martyrdom  in  the  course  of  the  persecution.  Still, 
making  due  allowance  for  this,  enough  remains  to  testify 
to  the  zeal  with  which  Paganism  made  its  last  dying  effort 
to  retain  the  civilized  world. 

In  the  midst  of  the  persecution  Diocletian,  as  if  weary 
of  the  task,  abdicated  the  throne  at  Nieomedia,  and  retired 
into  private  life,  compelling  the  reluctant  Maximian  to 
follow  his  example  at  Milan,  aj).  305. 
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have  now  to  relate  the  course  of  events  which  led 
to  the  overthrow  of  Paganism  and  the  final  triumph 
of  Christianity.  Fresh  from  the  recital  of  the  sufferings 
of  the  martyrs,  we  have  to  behold  the  Church  victorious* 
Ten  years  from  the  persecuting  edicts  at  Nicomedia  saw 
an  emperor  a  Christian  by  conviction  upon  the  throne, 
and  the  persecutions  had  ceased  for  ever.  We  shall  endea- 
vour to  trace  the  succession  of  events  as  clearly  as  possible 
which  led  to  this  wonderful  result — ^wonderful,  inasmuch 
as  the  possibility  of  the  empire  becoming  Christian  had 
hardly  suggested  itself  to  the  Faithful  a  few  years  previous 
to  its  accompUshment 

Diocletian  and  Maximian  abdicated  the  throne  on  the 
first  of  May,  a.d.  305,  and  Galerius  and  Constantius  thereby 
became  emperors,  with  the  title  "Augusti."  Constantius 
immediately  made  use  of  his  power  to  put  an  end  to  the 
persecution,  while  Galerius  still  continued  to  persecute  in 
the  East. 

But  two  new  Caesars  were  to  be  appointed,  and  Diocletian 
had  left  the  task  to  Galerius. 
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Passing  by  the  natural  candidates  to  this  honour,  Max- 
entins,  the  son  of  Maximian,  and  Constantine,  the  heroic 
son  of  Constantins ;  Galerius  appointed  two  of  his  own 
creatures — ^Daza,  afterwards  called  Maximin,  to  rule  the 
East,  and  Severus  to  rule  Italy  and  Africa,  in  subordination 
to  himself. 

This  arrangement  naturally  gave  the  greatest  offence  to 
Maximian  and  Constantius ;  and,  as  we  shall  see,  it  was 
completely  frustrated. 

Constantine  was  the  son  of  Constantius  by  his  first  wife, 
the  Empi^  Helena,  said  to  be  the  daughter  of  a  Btitisii 
noble  residing  at  Camalodunum  (Colchester); 

He  was  about  eighteen  years  of  agi$  when  his  fatheif 
acquired  the  dignity  of  Csesar,  but  that  promotion  was 
attended  by  his  mother^s  divorce,  which  was  insisted  upon 
by  Diocletian  fix)m  political  motives. 

Naturally  Constantine  severely  resented  this  outrage 
upon  his  mother's  happiness;  and  we  find  him  accom'^ 
panying  Galerius  in  his  Persian  expedition  instead  of 
fighting  by  his  father's  side  against  Carausius  and  Allectus. 

He  rose  rapidly  in  the  army,  and  became  a  tribune  of 
the  first  order.  His  figure  was  taU  and  majestic ;  intrepid 
in  war,  he  was  afiable  in  peade ;  the  follies  of  youth  had 
little  attraction  for  him ;  severely  abstemious^  he  appeared 
insensible  to  the  allurements  of  vice. 

The  popularity  he  had  acquired  in  the  army  and  amongi^ 
the  people  seemed  surely  to  designate  him  as  on<d  of  thd 
future  Caesars,  and  the  promotion  of  Maximin  and  Severos 
took  all  men  by  surprise. 

Still  he  restrained  his  feelings,  and  the  Open  favour  of 
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the  peopk  so  exasperated  and  alarmed  Gralerius,  that  he 
was  studying  how  best  to  remove  this  dangerous  rival 
from  his  path,  when  Constantius  was  taken  ill,  and,  sen^- 
sible  of  his  approaching  end,  earnestly  desired  to  see  his 
eon. 

This  was  the  last  thing  Gralerius  desired,  and  he  in-^ 
terposed  repeated  excuses,  while  letter  after  letter  arrived 
firom  Constantius  to  hasten  the  arrival  of  his  son  in  his 
dominions.  At  last  his  permission  was  reluctantly  granted, 
and  before  he  could  recall  it  or  interpose  further  obstacles, 
Gonstantine  started,  in  the  dead  of  the  nighj^  from  the 
palace  of  Nicomedia,  and  travelled  with  such  great  rapidity 
along  the  post-roads,  which  were  then  splendidly  organised, 
that  he  outstripped  tiie  pursuers  Galerius  sent  to  detain 
him,  and  travelling  post  through  Bithynia,  Thrace,  Dacia, 
Fannonia,  Italy,  and  Gaul,  reached  his  anxious  father  amidst 
the  joyful  acclamations  of  the  people,  just  as  Constantius 
was  preparing  to  embark  at  Fortus  Itius  for  Britain  to 
die. 

Together  the  father  and  the  restored  son  reached  Bri- 
tain, where  Constantine  conducted  a  successful  expedition 
against  the  Caledonians,  whom  he  easily  subdued,  and 
returned  to  find  his  father  rapidly  sinking.  Constantius 
died  in  the  a^ms  of  his  son  at  York,  on  the  26th  day  of 
July,  AJ).  306. 

Immediately  the  l^ons  saluted  Constantine  as  emperor, 
thus  justifying  all  the  jealous  fears  of  Galerius,  to  whom 
Constantine  announced  his  elevation,  sufficiently  apprised 
that  if  he  desired  to  live,  he  must  be  content  to  reign. 

In  his  letter  to  Gklerius,  Constantine  informed  him  of 
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his  father's  death,  modestly  asserted  his  natural  daim  to 
the  succession,  and  lamented  that  the  indiscreet  zeal  of 
the  troops  had  not  permitted  him  to  consult  the  peEson 
whom  he  addressed. 

Galerius  had  no  choice.  He  dissembled  his  resentment, 
and  although  he  threatened  at  first  to  burn  both  letter  and 
messenger,  he  ended  by  accepting  the  son  of  Constantius 
as  sovereign  of  Britain,  Spain,  and  Gaul,  with  the  subor- 
dinate title  of  Caesar. 

But  another  revolution  still  farther  disconcerted  the 
plans  of  Valerius,  and  caused  the  persecutor  yet  farther 
embarrassment. 

The  people  of  Italy  were  thoroughly  exasperated  with 
the  course  of  government  pursued  both  by  Diocletian  and 
Galerius,  which  had  rendered  Mcomedia  the  capital  of  the 
empire,  and  withdrawn  the  Augustus  from  Home. 

But  they  were  touched  in  a  yet  tenderer  point.  Bome 
was  no  longer  to  be  exempt  from  taxation ;  and  after  en- 
joying that  exemption  for  nearly  five  hundred  years,  since 
the  plimder  of  the  Macedonian  provinces,  they  were  at 
last  to  be  submitted  to  the  exactions  of  collectors  of  the 
revenue.  This  was  too  much;  they  would  bear  it  no 
longer,  and  they  soon  found  a  leader  in  Maxentius,  the  son 
of  Maximian,  who  had  been,  as  he  "thought,  so  unjustly 
excluded  firom  the  throne  of  Italy. 

In  the  absence  of  Severus  from  the  city,  the  populace 
headed  by  praetorian  of&cers,  proclaimed  Maxentius  em- 
peror, and  invested  him  with  the  imperial  ornaments. 
Severus  hastened  to  the  city,  thinking  that  he  could 
speedily  crush  the  insurrection,  but  found  the  gates  shut 
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against  him,  and  an  experienced  general,  old  Maximian 
himself,  who  had  hastened  to  join  his  son,  at  the  head 
of  the  rebels. 

He  retreated,  or  rather  fled  in  dismay,  to  Bavenna,  where 
he  was  pursued  by  Maximian,  and  forced  to  surrender  on 
promise  that  his  life  should  be  spared.  But  the  promise 
was  badly  kept  He  found  that  he  was  expected  to  kill 
himself  with  the  assurance  of  an  imperial  funeral,  and 
opening  his  veins,  ended  his  reign  and  his  Ufe,  after  the 
favourite  manner  of  the  ancients. 

The  indignation  of  Galerius,  thus  twice  disappointed, 
knew  no  bounds:  he  assembled  an  army,  and  invaded  Italy. 

Maximian  at  once  sought  the  alliance  of  Constantino 
for  his  son,  agdnst  the  common  foe  Galerius,  and  entered 
Gaul  to  solicit  it^  taking  his  daughter  Fausta  as  a  pledge 
of  the  alliance,  and  she  was  married  to  Constantino  at  Aries 
with  great  pomp  and  ceremony. 

At  the  head  of  an  enormous  army,  comprised  of  the 
l^ons  of  niyricum  and  the  East,  Gfderius  entered  Italy, 
as  he  said,  to  extirpate  the  senate,  and  give  the  people  to 
the  sword.  But  his  amiable  intentions  were  frustrated ; 
he  knew  little  of  Home;  the  whole  nation  rose  against 
him;  the  fidelity  of  his  legions  became  doubtful  when  he 
proposed  to  lead  them  against  the  mother  city ;  and  he 
saved  himself,  by  a  precipitate  retreat,  from  the  fate  of 
Severus  without  hazarding  a  battle. 

When  he  returned  to  Nicomedia,  he  associated  his  early 
friend  licinius  with  him  in  the  empire  of  the  East,  and 
immediately  Maximin,  who  misgoverned  Syria  and  Egypt, 
also  assumed  the  title  of  Augustus. 
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Thus  there  were  at  once  sw?  emperors: —  .  >. 

CoNSTANTiNE,  ruling  over  Britain,  Spain,  and  GktuL    i 

Maxentius,  over  Italy  and  Africa. 

Maximiait,  '^ho  shared  the  administrations  of  lus  son 
Maxentius,  and  his  son-in-law  Constantine. 

Gai^erjus,  who  governed  the  East,  ftom  Nicomedia. 

Licnous,  who  ruled  the  Dlyrian  provinces,  and  Maxi- 
MIN,  who  oppressed  Syria  and  Egypt. 

It  was  reserved  for  Constantine  to  restore  unity  to  the 
empire,  and  to  combine  all  these  warring  jurisdictions  in 
one. 

X)eath  soon  removed  two  of  these  monaxohs,  two  of  the 
most  violent  persecutors. 

Maximian  endeavoured,  during  the  absence  of  Constan- 
tii^e,  to  seize  the  supreme  power  in  Gaul,  in  conjunction 
with  Maxentius ;  but  being  forced  to  take  refuge  in  Mar- 
seilles, was  besieged  there  by  Constantine,  taken  prisoner, 
and  given  the  same  alternative  he  had  himself  given  to 
Severus — 'to  remove  himself  from  the  world  in  which  he 
had  acted  so  cruel  a  part,  or  to  be  removed.  He  chose  the 
former,  and  strangled  himseE 

The  other  chief  peacsecutor,  Galerius,  who  had,  as  it  will 
be  remembered,  instigated  the  great  Tenth  Persecution, 
perished  by  a  most  loathsome  and  lingering  disea£e  in  his 
palace  at  Nicomedia.  In  his  last  illness  he  proclaimed 
toleration  to  the  afflicted  CShurch,  and  besought  the  prayers 
of  the  TaitibfuL  We  may  be  sure  tihe  petition  was  not 
made  in  vain. 

By  the  removal  of  Maximian  and  Gralerius  from  the 
scene,  the  number  of  emperors  was  reduced  to  four,  of 
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whom  licinius  made  an  alliance  with  Oonstantine,  and 
Maximin  with  Maxentins,  actuated,  in  each  case,  by 
mutual  interests. 

The  administration  of  Constantine  in  Britain  and  Gaul 
is  confessed  by  his  adversaries,  the  Pagan  historians,  to 
have  been  distinguished  by  ability  and  leniency,  so  that 
tho^e  provinces  enjoyed  great  prosperity,  while  the  ill- 
fated  Italians  and  Africans  groaned  imder  the  tyranny  of 
Maxentius,  who,  knowing  no  remorse,  filled  Bome  with 
bloodshed,  secure  in  the  devotion  of  the  praetorian  guard, 
whom  he  had  reorganized,  arid  with  whom  he  shared  the 
spoiL  The  lives  of  the  senators  were  exposed  to  his 
jealousy,  the  honour  of  their  wives  and  daughters  to  his 
lust ;  the  soldi^s  were  the  only  persons  he  ever  affected  to 
please. 

He  spent  his  whole  time  in  sloth  and  debauchery  in  the 
imperial  palace,  or  the  neighbouring  gardens  of  Sallust, 
while  he  repeatedly  exclaimed  that  he  alone  was  emperor ; 
the  others  were  only  his  lieutenants,  who  took  the  fatigues 
of  the  government,  while  he  enjoyed  its  pleasures. 

Although  Constantine  sympathized  deeply  with  the 
oppressed  and  plundered  inhabitants  of  Italy  and  Africa, 
yet  he  was  restrained,  both  by  treaties  and  by  prudence, 
from  interfering  with  the  government  of  his  former  ally, 
and  it  is  probable  that  Maxentius  wotdd  have  lived  and 
died  unmolested,  so  far  as  Constantine  was  concerned,  had 
he  not  forced  a  war  upon  his  reluctant  rivaL 

When  Maximian  had  been  forced  to  die  by  the  com- 
mands of  Constantine,  whose  act  was  little  more  than  an 
act  of  self-preservation,  Maxentius,  who  had  persecuted 
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and  deserted  his  aged  father  while  alive,  aflfected  to  resent 
his  death.  The  titles  of  Maximian  had  been  erased  from 
public  places,  and  his  statues  cut  down.  Maxentius  imme- 
diately ordered  the  same  indignities  to  be  offered  to  those 
of  Constantine  throughout  his  dominions. 

Still  Constantine  disguised  his  resentment,  and  mildly 
pleaded  the  necessity  under  which  he  had  laboured  in  his 
recent  actions,  wishing  to  decline  a  war  of  such  magnitude 
and  danger,  that  it  could  only  be  a  contest  for  life  or  death. 

But  Maxentius  openly  avowed  his  pretensions  to  the 
whole  monarchy  of  the  West,  and  prepared  immense  forces 
to  invade  the  Gallic  provinces. 

Meanwhile  a  private  embassy  was  sent  from  Bome  to 
Constantine,  complaining  piteously  of  the  cruelties  of 
Maxentius,  and  conjuring  him  to  deliver  Bome  firom  a 
detested  tyrant. 

He  hesitated  no  longer;  and  setting  ell  timid  counsels 
utterly  at  nought,  determined  to  anticipate  his  rival,  and 
to  carry  the  war  into  the  very  heart  of  Italy. 

The  expedition  which  followed  was  one  of  the  most 
ably  conducted  recorded  in  history.  To  resolve  was  to  (id 
with  Constantine.  His  whole  forces  were  but  90,000  foot 
and  8,000  horse ;  and  it  was  necessary  to  leave  half,  these 
to  protect  the  Shine  from  German  incursions,  unless  he 
S£tcrificed  the  public  safety  to  his  private  quarrel,  which  it 
was  not  in  his  nature  to  do.  Therefore  at  the  head  of  only 
40,000  soldiers,  he  marched  to  encounter  an  enemy  pos- 
sessing  forces  four  times  the  nxmiber  of  his  own. 

But  the  difference  seemed  greater  than  it  really  was. 
The  hardy  troops  of  Gaul  and  Britain,  accustomed  to  con- 
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tinual  service  against  the  barbarians,  were  far  more  than  a 
match,  man  to  man,  for  the  effeminate  soldiers  of  Max- 
entius,  who  had  become  enfeebled  by  sloth  and  luxury, 
like  their  master;  and  the  difference  was  even  greater 
between  their  leaders. 

Crossing  the  Alps  by  the  route  of  Mont  Cenis,  Con- 
stantine  arrived  in  Italy,  while  Maxentius  still  supposed 
him  on  the  Ehine.  He  experienced  no  difficulties  like 
those  which  destroyed  the  forces  of  the  great  Hannibal. 
The  military  roads  of  Eome  were  almost  perfect,  and  those 
stupendous  highways  easily  admitted  of  the  rapid  passage 
of  troops  and  baggage,  for  which  they  were  chiefly  con- 
structed. 

The  city  of  Susa,  situated  near  the  southern  termination 
of  the  mountain  pass,  shut  her  gates  and  attempted  resist- 
ance ;  but  Constantine  carried  it  by  assault,  after  which  he 
used  his  utmost  exertions  to  sp£ire  the  buildings  and  their 
inhabitants  from  destruction.  In  the  plains  of  Turin  a 
more  severe  contest  awaited  him.  A  large  army  was 
drawn  up  under  the  lieutenants  of  Maxentius,  and  a 
desperate  battle  ensued;  but  the  valour  of  the  Britons, 
Spaniards,  and  Gauls,  and  the  skiU  of  Constantine,  pre- 
vailed. The  troops  of  Maxentius  fled  in  utter  confusion 
towards  Turin,  and  as  the  gates  were  shut  by  the  inhabi- 
tants against  them,  the  slaughter  was  fearful. 

Turin  and  Milan  experienced  the  clemency  of  the  con- 
queror ;  who  so  diligently  sought  to  protect  them  from  the 
unavoidable  evils  of  war,  that  they  embraced  his  cause 
with  zeaL 

Constantine  had  now  an  open  road  to  Home  before  hini ; 
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but  on  his  left,  near  Verona,  was  a  general,  distingaished 
by  valour  and  ability,  Pompeianus ;  and  it  was  necessary 
first  to  turn  aside  and  crush  this  danger.  A  second  great 
battle  took  place  near  Verona.  Again  the  troops  of  the 
Italians  outnumbered  those  of  Constantino;  but  valour 
and  skill  supplied  deficiency  in  numbers.  The  battle 
commenced  near  the  close  of  day,  was  continued  under 
the  light  of  the  southern  moon,  and  the  rising  sun  saw 
Pompeianus  a  corpse,  his  army  slain  or  flying,  and  Con- 
stantino the  victor.    Verona  surrendered. 

There  was  no  longer  any  enemy  in  Northern  Italy  to 
dread,  and  Constantino  hastened  southwards  along  the 
^milian  and  Flaminian  highways  to  attack  Maxentius  in 
his  head-quarters. 

The  awful  crisis  now  approached,  and  the  eyes  of  the 
whole  world  were  concentrated  on  the  impending  battle. 
The  Pagans  well  knew  the  inclinations  of  Constantino  to- 
wards Christianity,  and  dreaded  his  success.  The  Chris- 
tians well  knew  that  that  success  would  imply  the  utter 
cessation  of  persecution,  and  his  army  was  crowded  by 
Christian,  or  would-be  Christian,  soldiers.  Southward  he 
advanced  with  unexampled  rapidity,  and  still  the  efifemi- 
nate  Maxentius  remained  sunk  in  his  debaucheries ;  and 
no  one  dared  for  a  long  time  to  warn  him  of  his  extreme 
danger,  until  the  chief  officers  who  served  under  his  banner 
yielded  to  necessity,  and  disclosed  the  fates  of  his  two 
former  armies. 

Still  his  resources  were  great.  The  Praetorian  guards 
were  his,  body  and  soul.  He  had  bought  them  by  indulge 
ing  aU  their  shameless  appetites ;  and  around  them,  as  a 
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nucleus,  a  third  axmy  was  soon  collected,  outnumbering 
those  which  had  fought  respectively  at  Turin  or  Verona. 
It  was  not  the  intention  of  Maxentius  to  conduct  them  in 
person;  but  the  sneers  of  the  Bomans,  who  made  the 
places  of  public  resort  resound  with  indignant  clamours 
against  the  cowardice  of  their  tyrant,  while  they  extolled 
the  courage  of  Constantine,  forced  him  to  take  the  iield. 

It  was  during  Gonstantine's  march  southwards  that  the 
stirring  incident  is  said  to  have  occurred,  which  he  com- 
municated, almost  with  his  dying  lips,  to  Eusebius,  the 
historian. 

At  noonday,  while  marching  at  the  head  of  his  army, 
a  bright  light  shone  upon  him,  and  looking  up  with 
astonishment^  he  beheld  a  cross  of  glittering  fire  in  the 
heavens  with  the  words  over  it,  "  In  hoc  signo  vinces."  It 
was  visible  to  aU  the  army.  Thereupon  the  emperor 
solemnly  vowed  to  the  God  of  the  Christians,  Who  was 
also  the  God  of  his  mother,  the  Empress  Helena,  that  if 
victory  were  granted  to  his  arms,  he  would  protect  the 
Faith  and  profess  himself  a  convert  During  the  ensuing 
night  he  is  said  to  have  had  a  vision,  in  which  Christ  ap- 
peared to  him  and  commanded  him  to  make  the  standard, 
afterwards  known  as  the  Laiarum,  resembling  the  cross  he 
had  seen  in  the  heavens. 

This  was  accordingly  made,  and  given  to  the  bravest  of 
his  troops,  who  were  Christians,  and  the  standard  long 
commemorated  the  appearance  of  the  portent. 

Whatever  reliance  may  be  placed  on  this  popular  legend, 
it  is  evident  that  Constantine  had  received  some  extraor- 
dinaiy  impulse,  which  greatly  influenced  the  whole  of  his 
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future  life,  and  which  at  this  critical  juncture  caused  him 
to  throw  all  his  influence  on  the  side  of  Christianity. 

At  Saxa  Bubra,  ten  miles  from  Eome,  up  the  Tiber, 
Constantine  discovered,  with  a  soldier's  joy,  the  enemy 
drawn  up  to  give  him  battle,  their  long  front  covering  a 
spacious  plain,  and  the  Tiber  between  them,  cutting  off 
the  hope  of  retreat. 

The  army  of  Maxentius  was  chiefly  composed  of  Moorish 
and  Numidian  cavalry,  of  legions  of  newly-levied  Italian 
youth,  and  of  the  Praetorian  guard  itself,  numbering  nearly 
forty  thousand  men,  who  were  determined  to  live  or  die 
with  the  emperor,  whose  vices  they  had  shared. 

The  Gallic  and  British  horse  proved  more  than  a  match 
for  the  lighter  African  cavalry,  and  the  defeat  of  the  latter 
left  the  infantry  of  Maxentius  utterly  unprotected  on  the 
flanks. 

A  fearful  carnage  ensued.  The  troops  of  Tihe  tyrant 
yielded  on  all  sides,  save  the  Praetorian  guard,  who,  con- 
scious that  they  had  no  claim  to  mercy,  died  where  they 
stood,  their  dead  bodies  covering  the  same  ground  they  had 
occupied  whilst  yet  living. 

The  routed  forces  rushed  into  the  river  to  escape  destruc- 
tion, and,  overwhelmed  by  the  weight  of  their  armour, 
perished  in  its  waters.  There  was  but  one  solitary  bridge, 
known  as  the  "  Milvian  Bridge,"  and  it  broke  beneath  the 
crowd  of  fugitives.  The  Emperor  Maxentius  was  forced 
over  its  severed  planks  into  the  stream,  where  he  was 
immediately  drowned  by  the  weight  of  his  armour,  in 
common  with  thousands  of  his  followers. 

His  body,  which  had  sunk  into  the  mud,  was  founds 
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with  great  difficulty,  the  following  day;  and  the  sight  of 
his  head,  which  was  severed  and  exposed  to  the  people, 
convinced  them  that  they  were  indeed  delivered,  and  that 
their  tyrant  was  no  more. 

So,  amidst  the  rejoicing  acclamations  of  the  multitude, 
Constantine  entered  Bome  in  triumph,  the  acknowledged 
Emperor  of  the  West. 


CHAPTER  XI. 

EARLY  CHRISTIAN  WORSHIP  AND  RITUAL. 

TITAVING  now  completed  our  historical  survey  of  the 
Church  of  the  Martyrs,  it  becomes  necessary  to 
pause  awhile  in  our  task,  and  to  cast  a  cursory  glance  at 
the  mode  and  manner  of  the  worship  observed  by  those 
soldiers  of  Christ,  who  conquered  through  their  blood,  and 
won  for  their  successors  the  peaceful  enjoyment  of  their 
reHgion. 

By  this  time  the  words  were  literally  fulfilled,  "Their 
sound  is  gone  out  into  all  lands,  and  their  words  into  the 
ends  of  the  world." 

So  early  as  Anacletus,  bishop  of  Rome,  about  A.D.  104, 
we  have  the  following  passage,  indicating  the  three  prin- 
cipal sees  of  Christendom,  from  which,  as  centres,  the  light 
of  the  Gospel  was  diflFused. 

"Rome,"  says  Anacletus,  "is  ^^  first  Episcopal  seat, 
because  S.  Peter  and  S.  Paul  suffered  martyrdom  there; 
Alexandria  the  secondy  because  it  was  consecrated  in  the 
name  of  S.  Peter  by  his  disciple,  S.  Mark  the  Evangelist ; 
and  Antioch  the  thirds  because  S.  Peter,  before  he  came  to 
Rome,  dwelt  there,  and  installed  Ignatius  as  its  bishop. 

From  these  centres  the  Gospel  spread  in  all  directions. 
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Justin  Martyr,  ks>,  168,  tells  us  that "  there  is  not  a  people, 
whether  Greek  or  Barbarian,  amongst  whom  prayers  are  not 
ofifered  up  in  the  name  of  the  crucified  Jesus."  Irenseus, 
about  A.D.  190,  confirms  the  testimony,  and  Tertullian,  in  a 
passage  already  quoted,  speaks  of  the  Faith  as  extending 
further  than  the  Eoman  arms,  and  enumerates  Moors, 
Spaniards,  Gauls,  Britons,  even  beyond  the  Eoman  pale, 
Sarmatians,  Scythians,  and  Germans,  as  subject  to  Christ, 
in  addition  to  the  nations  represented  at  Jerusalem  on  the 
great  day  of  Pentecost. 

Later  on,  we  find  jwoof  in  the  writings  of  Origen,  of 
Christian  communities  in  Arabia  and  India ;  in  the  story 
of  Manes,  of  Churches  in  Persia  and  Mesopotamia ;  while 
towards  the  close  of  the  period  of  the  persecutions,  Gre- 
gory, called  the  Illuminator,  made  a  convert  of  the  king, 
Tiiidates,  and  Armenia  had  the  honour  of  being  the  first 
country  which  adopted  Christianity  as  its  national  religion. 

Gaul  had  been  widely  evangelized  before  the  end  of  this 
period  by  the  successors  of  the  martyred  Pothinus  and  Ire- 
naeus.  Its  Christianity  thus  having  an  Eastern  origin,  bore 
many  traces  of  rites  and  usages  distinct  from  Western  ritual. 

Britain  had  long  received  the  glad  tidings.  We  may 
perhaps  discredit  the  stories  concerning  the  supposed  mis- 
sions of  S..  Paul;  or  S.  Joseph  of  Arimathsea ;  yet  it  is 
evident  that  traces  of  Christianity  could  be  discovered  at 
the  dose  of  the  first  century,  probably  arising  from  the 
kindred  of  Caractacus,  who  had  accompanied  hiTn  to  Bome, 
and  there,  as  we  gather,  had  been  brought  under  the  in- 
fluence of  S.  Paul,  so  that  returning  after  captivity,  they 
brought,  with  them  the  more  sublime  freedom  of  the  Gospel. 
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There  is  a  story  about  a  correspondence  between  Lucius, 
a  British  king,  whose  territory  was  situated  (probably)  in 
Wales,  and  Eleutherus,  Bishop  of  Eome,  A.D.  167.  It  is 
said  that  the  king  sent  ambassadors  to  the  bishop  seeking 
spiritual  aid,  that  his  messengers  were  ordained,  and  re- 
turning to  Britain,  laboured  successfully  in  preaching  the 
Faith. 

Be  this  as  it  may,  it  is  certain  that,  within  thirty  years 
of  the  supposed  correspondence,  we  find  Tertullian,  and 
later  Origen,  testifying  to  the  progress  of  Christianity  in 
Britain;  and  at  the  close  of  the  last  persecution  the 
Church  seems  to  have  been  fully  organized,  for  we  find  the 
Bishops  of  London,  York,  and  Lincoln,  at  the  Council  of 
Aries,  A.D.  314. 

Christians  are  mentioned  as  having  existed  in  all  parts 
of  Spain  at  the  close  of  the  second  century,  and  no  less 
than  nineteen  Spanish  bishops  attended  the  Council  of 
Eliberis,  a.d.  305. 

In  Germany  the  introduction  of  Christianity  had  been 
less  extensive,  owing  to  the  barbarism  of  the  inhabitants, 
who  had  never  yielded  to  the  Boman  arms,  and  in  whose 
territory  there  were  no  means  of  communication,  such  as 
existed  in  the  civilized  portions  of  the  world. 

Still,  during  this  period,  there  was  a  bishop  at  Cologne, 
and  in  the  last  persecution  there  were  martyrs  at  Augs- 
burgh,  and  in  Noricum,  where  forty  soldiers  suffered  death 
with  grievous  tortures. 

In  Macedonia  and  Greece  the  Faith  had  penetrated  far 
more  widely,  as  also  in  the  islands  of  the  Mediterranean, 
of  which  our  history  has  furnished  sufficient  prooi 
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In  Africa  the  Faith,  now  so  obscured,  was  most  widely 
extended.  The  primate  had  his  see  at  Carthage,  and  from 
thence  the  Christian  doctrines  were  disseminated  through- 
out Numidic^  Mauritania,  and  Getulia,  no  less  than  270 
bishops  assembling  at  the  Council  of  Carthage,  which  was 
held  AJ).  308. 

Thus,  by  the  close  of  the  great  persecutions,  we  find 
that  the  living  vitality  of  the  Faith  of  the  Crucified,  in 
spite  of  the  cruelty  of  the  state,  had  penetrated  the  whole 
world,  as  known  to  the  ancients ;  and,  by  the  time  of  Con- 
stantino, might  be  considered  a  power  within  the  state, 
"  imperium  in  imperio." 

The  constitution  of  the  Church  next  demands  our  atten- 
tion. We  havQ  already  seen  that,  in  the  days  of  S.  John, 
the  Church  throughout  the  world  was  placed  under  epis- 
copal control,  and  that  the  threefold  ministry  of  bishops, 
priests,  and  deacons,  was  everywhere  firmly  established ; 
such  an  organization  was  not  regarded  as  of  the  wdlA^VD% 
merely,  but  of  the  'being  of  the  Church.  Thus  S.  Igna- 
tius, the  disciple  of  the  beloved  apostle,  whose  martyrdom 
we  have  previously  narrated,  writing  to  the  Trallians, 
asserts  in  the  most  distinct  language,  that  without  these 
three  orders  there  is  no  Church,  and  teaches  us  generally 
that  the  outward  frame-work  of  the  Church  was  fashioned 
according  to  the  will  of  her  Divine  Head. 

At  first  the  assembly  of  Christians  in  each  large  town 
or  city  had.  its  bishop,  and  his  authority  was  sometimes 
limited  to  that  particular  congregation ;  but  as  the  Church 
increased,  presbyters  were  appointed  to  exercise  delegated 
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authority  in  the  neighbounug  villages  or  hamlets.  These 
daughter  Cihurches  were  dependent  upon  the  bishop  for 
such  spiritual  privileges  as  were,  by  necessity  or  custom, 
confined  to  his  ofiice,  but  derived  all  the  ordinary  means 
of  grace  &om  their  own  appointed  clergy  of  the  second 
order.  The  deacons  were,  as  their  name  implied,  the 
assistants  or  ministers  of  the  clergy  of  the  higher  orders, 
assisting  in  divine  service,  and  taking  the  general  charge 
of  the  temporal  affairs  of  the  Churches  to  which  they 
belonged,  such  as  the  distribution  of  alms  and  the  care 
of  property. 

The  bishops  of  those  Churches  which  the  chief  Apostles 
had  foimded,  became  known  as  Metropolitans,  of  whom 
the  chief,  in  the  early  ages,  were  those  of  Eome,  Antioch, 
and  Alexandria;  but  this  precedence  was  simply  regarded 
as  one  of  order.  No  spiritual  powers  were  assumed  by 
these  Metropolitans  over  their  brethren,  other  than  those 
of  jurisdiction;  and  the  conduct  of  S.  Cyprian,  upon 
the  occasion  of  his  dispute  with  S.  Stephen  of  Borne, 
absolutely  proves  that  the  Papal  supremacy  was  unknown 
as  a  doctrine,  although  a  primacy  was  readily  conceded  to 
the  bishop  of  the  most  illustrious  Church  and  of  the 
capital  city  of  the  whole  world. 

There  were  in  addition  to  these  three  orders  of  divine 
appointment,  other  minor  orders,  which  were  gradually 
added  for  the  sake  of  convenience  and  fitness,  sub-deacon% 
acolytes,  exorcists,  readers,  and  door-keepers.  The  bearers 
of  these  designations  were  admitted  to  theii:  respective 
functions  by  the  imposition  of  hands.  The  9fub-dmc(yM 
took  charge  of  the  sacred  vessels,  and  generally  assisted 
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the  deacons;  the  aeolytea  lit  the  lamps  and  candles  em- 
ployed in  divine  service,  and  generally  assisted  in  the 
arrangement  of  the  sanctuary ;  the  exorcists  had  charge  of 
those  who  were  supposed  to  be  possessed  by  evil  spirits;  the 
readers  were  employed  to  read  the  Scriptures  in  the  offices 
of  the  Church ;  and  the  ostiarii,  or  door-keepers,  to  super- 
intend the  division  of  the  congregation,  a  more  important 
office  then  than  now,  as  will  be  evident  from  the  following 
particulars  respecting  the  sacred  buildings. 

We  learn  from  the  "Apostolical  Constitutions"  and 
other  authorities,  that  the  Churches  of  this  early  period 
were  commonly  in  an  oblong  form,  generally  tunied  to- 
wards the  east,  where  the  semctuary  was  placed.  They 
contained  three  parts — (1),  the  outer  porch,  or  nanrthex; 
(2),  the  inner  part,  or  nave;  and  (3),  the  bema,  or  sanc^ 
tuaiy. 

The  narthex,  or  porch,  was  assigned  to  the  unbaptized, 
or  to  those  under  penance ;  the  nave  to  the  great  body  of 
the  Faithful,  the  women  being  on  the  north  side,  the  men 
on  the  south ;  and  the  sanctuary,  wherein  the  altar  stood, 
was  confined  in  use  to  the  clergy  of  the  three  higher  grades. 
Beyond  the  curtain  which  separated  the  bema  from  the 
nave,  the  floor  of  the  sanctuary  was  prolonged  eastward 
towards  the  congregation,  and  thus  formed  the  place  for 
the  clergy  in  minor  orders. 

It  is  not  meant  that  this  arrangement  could  be  uni- 
formly observed  at  a  period  when  the  Faithful  were  fre- 
quently driven  to  worship  in  dens  or  caves,  or  in  private 
houses ;  but  when  the  relaxation  of  persecution  permitted 
Christians  to  honour  God  with  their  substance,  these  prin- 
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ciples  of  Church  arrangement  appear  to  have  been  observed. 
Upon  the  cessation  of  the  last  persecution,  most  gorgeous 
Churches  were  immediately  raised,  as  we  learn  from  the 
description  given  by  Eusebius  of  the  Church  built  by 
Paulinus,  Bishop  of  Tyra 

The  central  act  of  worship  was,  of  course,  the  Holy 
Eucharist,  to  which,  as  Mosheim  informs  us,  the  term 
"  Holy  Mysteries  "  was  commonly  applied  as  early  as  the 
second  century.  We  have  already  seen  Justin  Martyr 
describing  the  outlines  of  the  rite  of  administration ;  but 
the  '^disciplina  arcani,"  which  forbade  the  Faithful  to 
disclose  the  details  to  the  uninitiated,  has  cast  much 
obscurity  upon  early  ritual,  although  it  appears  probable 
that  the  distinctive  features,  so  universally  adopted  when 
persecution  ceased,  must  have  been  derived  from  the  prac- 
tice previously  existing  in  the  secret  celebrations  of  the 
Faithful  For  these  we  must  refer  our  readers  to  our 
concluding  chapter. 

There  would  seem  to  have  been  some  Apostolic  nucleus, 
from  which  all  the  subsequent  liturgies  of  the  Church 
were  evolved.  This  is  made  evident  by  a  comparison  of 
the  differing  forms  in  use  in  the  fourth  century,  certain 
marked  features  being  found  in  each. 

The  four  principal  Liturgies  existing  at  the  close  of  this 
period  were  those  of  S.  James,  S.  Mark,  S.  Peter,  and  S. 
John,  in  use  respectively  in  the  Churches  of  Antioch, 
Alexandria,  Eome,  and  Ephesus.  From  the  first  the  pre- 
sent Eastern  Liturgies  are  derived;  from  the  second,  the 
Liturgy  of  Egypt;  from  the  third,  the  present  Eoman  missal; 
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and  from  the  fourth,  that  of  S.  John,  the  Liturgy  of  the 
Gallican  Church,  which  was,  as  we  have  seen,  of  Eastern 
origin,  and  the  mother  of  the  early  British  Church. 

They  agree  in  the  following  details,  which  are,  however, 
found  in  varying  order : — 

An  introductory  service,  at  which  the  Catechumens,  or 
penitents,  were  permitted  to  be  present,  known  as  the 
"Missa  Catechuvienorum."  It  corresponded  closely  to 
that  portion  of  our  own  Communion  office  preceding  the 
Offertory. 

.  The  "Missa  Fidelium,"  at  which  the  baptized  alone 
w^  present,  containing  the  Offertory,  or  Oblation  of  the 
Elements ;  the  Kiss  of  Peace ;  the  Sursum  Corda,  Preface 
and  Ter  Sanctus ;  the  words  of  Institution,  followed  by  the 
Prayer  of  Oblation;  the  Invocation  of  the  Holy  Spirit; 
Intercessions  for  the  living  and  the  departed ;  the  Lord's 
Prayer ;  the  Elevation  of  the  Consecrated  Elements ;  the 
mixture  of  a  fragment  of  the  element  of  Bread  in  the 
chalice ;  the  Communion  of  the  people,  and  the  Thanks-* 
giving. 

With  differences  of  arrangement,  these  features  are 
found  in  each  of  the  four  great  primitive  Liturgies  in 
their  earliest  form ;  and  it  seems  natural  to  conclude  that 
this  coincidence  arises  from  their  descent  from  a  common 
and  Apostolic  origin.  The  Liturgies  of  the  period  under 
our  consideration,  namely,  of  the  first  three  centuries,  must 
certainly,  as  we  may  fairly  conclude,  have  possessed  these 
general  features,  although  they  became  further  enriched 
with  ritual  and  ceremonial  when  the  cessation  of  perse- 
cution gave  wealth  to  the  Church. 
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We  have  already  considered  the  statements  of  S.  Augus- 
tine bearing  reference  to  the  hour  at  which  the  Holy 
Communion  was  celebrated  in  the  primitive  ages,  as  also 
those  of  Justin  Martyr.  The  testimony  of  S.  Cyprian  is 
much  to  the  point.  He  points  out,  "That  the  general 
custom  of  the  Church,  to  celebrate  the  Eucharist  in  the 
morning  only,  was  not  against  the  rule  of  Christ ;  that  He 
offered  in  the  eventide  for  special  reason^;,  but  not  such  as 
to  bind  the  Church  to  the  hour ;  '  we,  in  the  morning,  to 
celebrate  the  resurrection,'" 

A  portion  of  the  Blessed  Sacrament  was  reserved  for 
the  sick  and  djdqg,  and  called  "  Viaticumy'  or  preparatjpn 
for  the  journey  from  time  to  eternity.  It  was  also  carried 
by  the  deacons,  or  by  acolytes,  to  prisoners  to  whom  access 
was  possibla  The  memory  of  a  boy  named  Tarcissus,  who 
died  a  martyr's  death  in  the  tenth  persecution,  sooner  than 
betray  his  sacred  charge,  was  long  honoured  in  the  ChurcL 
Under  certain  circumstances  the  Faithful  were  permitted 
to  carry  It  home  for  the  sake  of  daily  communion,  because 
in  times  of  danger  they  could  not  always  assemble  to- 
gether. It  appears  that  under  these  exceptional  circum- 
stances communion  in  one  kind  under  the  species  of 
bread  was  permitted,  although  not  otherwise  allowed 
(S.  Cyprian  de  Lapsis,  etc.) 

The  "  AgapsB,"  or  Love  Feast,  continued  throughout  this 
period  to  be  observed,  but  generally  in  the  evening.  The 
rich  brought  their  provisions  as  to  a  common  meal,  and 
the  poor  were  guests.  But  as  they  became,  in  a  later  age, 
the  occasion  of  much  scandal,  they  were  prohibited  by  the 
Coimcil  of  Carthage,  A.D.  317. 
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Baptism  was  accompanied  by  many  significant  ceremo- 
nies. It  was  generally  administered  at  Easter,  or  Whit- 
suntide, on  the  eves  preceding  the  great  day  of  the  festival. 
The  Catechumens  turned  to  the  west,  and  renounced  Satan 
and  his  works ;  to  the  east,  and  repeated  the  Creed.  De- 
scending into  the  Font,  they  were  immersed  thrice,  in  the 
name  of  the  Father,  Son,  and  Holy  Ghost ;  emerging,  they 
were  clad  in  white  garments,  and  tapers  were  put  into 
their  hands  as  the  ^wtxrikivw^  or  enlightened.  Milk  and 
honey  were  given  to  them  to  eat,  emblematical  of  the 
blessings  of  the  land  of  promise,  to  which  they  had  be- 
come heirs;  and  then  they  were  immedittely  confirmed 
'  by  the  bishop,  or  by  a  presbyter  deputed  to  act  with 
Episcopal  authority. 

The  subjects  of  Baptism  were  very  commonly  adults, 
owing  to  the  numerous  conversions  effected  by  the  Church 
at  this  period ;  but  the  children  of  Christian  parents  were 
generally  baptized,  as  now,  in  their  infancy. 

We  have  already  considered  the  testimony  of  Justin 
Martyr  to  this  effect  That  of  Irenaeus  may  well  be  added. 
Writing  against  heresies  in  a  work  we  have  already  quoted, 
he  states  ''that  the  ordinary  means  of  cleansing  from 
original  sin  was  Baptism,  and  that  children,  as  well  as 
others,  were,  therefore,  baptized  to  obtain  remission  of 
such  sin.  Christ,"  he  says, ''  came  to  save  all  persons ;  all 
who  by  Him  are  regenerated  unto  God,  infants  and  little 
ones,  children,  youths,  and  older  persons."  It  may  be 
observed  that  the  tenns  baptism  and  regeneration  are  used 
as  synonymous  terms  by  this  writer,  as  by  all  other 
authors  of  this  period. 
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In  the  Council  of  Carthage,  held  in  the  days  of  S. 
Cyprian,  the  question  was  discussed  whether  it  was  expe- 
dient or  necessary  to  baptize  infants  on  the  eighth  day, 
following  the  analogy  of  circumcision.  S.  Cyprian,  and  a 
council  of  sixty-six  bishops,  decided  in  the  negative. 

"  It  is,"  say  they,  "  our  unanimous  opinion  that  the 
mercy  and  grace  of  God  is  to  be  denied  to  none  so  soon  as 
they  are  bom;  for  if  the  greatest  offenders  receive  for- 
giveness, and  no  person*  is  kept  from  baptism  and  grace, 
how  much  less  reason  is  there  to  prohibit  an  infant  who, 
newly  bom,  has  no  other  sin,  save  that  he  has  derived 
from  Adam  according  to  the  flesh ! " 

Yet,  as  we  have  already  remarked,  it  was  customary,  in 
many  Churches,  to  defer  Baptism  till  the  eves  of  the  great 
festivals,  when  there  was  no  evident  danger  of  death. 
Palm  Sunday  even  obtained  the  name  "Octavae  Infan- 
tium,"  the  Octave  of  Infants,  upon  this  account. 

Immediately  after  Baptism,  if  the  bishop  was  pre- 
sent. Confirmation  followed — ^the  outward  form,  compre- 
hending the  "  Laying  on  of  hands,"  and  the  anointing  the 
forehead  with  oil  in  the  form  of  the  cross,  whence  Con- 
firmation was  frequently  called  "  The  Holy  Unction,"  or 
"  The  Seal  of  the  Lord."  TertuUian  mentions  the  use  of 
this  twofold  outward  form,  adding  that  the  object  was 
the  obtaining  the  "gift  of  the  Holy  Spirit"  by  that 
benediction.*  Infants  were  frequently  the  subjects  of  Con- 
firmation, and  were  even  made  partakers  of  the  Holy 
Commimion  afterwards.  S.  Cyprian  and  S.  Augustine 
both  mention  the  latter  practice,  which  endured  for  eight 

*  TertuUian  de  Bapt.  cap.  yii.  and  yiii. 
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centuries  in  the  West,  and  is  still  in  existence  in  the 
East. 

The  penitential  discipline  of  the  Early  Church,  viewed 
in  comparison  with  modem  custom,  was  exceedingly  severe, 
and  the  performance  of  penance  a  matter  of  considerable 
length  and  difficulty. 

The  Church  divided  her  penitents  into  four  grades — the 
fiemJtes  or  weepers,  the  audimtes  or  hearers,  the  substrati  or 
prostrate,  and  the  consistentes  oV  co-standers. 

This  distinction  probably  arose  in  the  days  of  S.  Cy- 
prian, in  consequence  of  the  Novatian  Schism.  There  is 
no  earlier  mention  of  it. 

The  station  of  the  Jlentes  was  outside  the  Church  in  the 
porch,  where  they  lay  prostrate,  imploring  the  prayers  of 
the  Faithful;  and  here  grievous  sinners,  including  many 
whose  sins  would  now  be  lightly  accounted,  remained  a 
whole  year.  When  their  perseverance  in  this  humiliating 
condition  had  proved  their  sincerity,  they  were  admitted 
to  the  next  station. 

The  avdientesy  or  hearers,  were  allowed  to  stay  through 
that  portion  of  the  "  Missa  Catechumenorum  "  concluding 
with  the  sermon,  within  the  entrance  of  the  Church.  Here 
they  remained  a  year  or  many  years,  according  to  the  nature 
of  their  offence. 

The  mbdrcUif  or  prostrate,  were  so  called  because  they 
were  allowed  to  remain  after  the  sermon,  and  lay  pros- 
trate during  the  prayers  which  were  ofifered  on  their 
behalf,  which  terminated  with  the  benediction  of  the 
bishop  or  celebrant 

llie  consistevUes  were  those  in  the  last  grade  of  penitence, 
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who  were  permitted  to  be  present  throughout  the  •^Misaa 
Fidelium,"  but  not  to  communicate.  This  the  Council  of 
Nicsea  calls  "  comrrmmcatrng  in  prayers" 

Thus  S.  Basil  describes  the  stations  of  penitents : — ^  The 
first  year  they  are  to  weep  before  the  gate  of  the  Church, 
the  second  year  to  be  admitted  to  hearing,  the  third  year 
to  lie  prostrate  (repentance,  properly  so-called),  and  the 
fourth  y^ar  to  stand  with  the  Faithful  at  prayers,  without 
partaking  of  the  oblation." 

Penitents  were  required  to  observe  aU  the  public  fasts 
of  the  Church,  to  abstain  from  much  talking  and  other  in- 
nocent diversions  or  alleviations  of  life,  to  pray  kneeling  on 
festivals  when  others  stood,  and  to  show  their  liberality 
towai'ds  the  poor,  fulfilling  other  works  of  mercy,  such  as 
the  burial  of  the  dead. 

Public  penance  was  ordinarily  allowed  but  once,  and  ife 
was  even  ordained  by  various  canons  that  the  Communion 
should  be  refused,  even  at  their  last  hour,  to  those  who  had 
relapsed,  or  who,  during  their  penance,  had  faUen  again 
into  grievous  and  mortal  sin*  The  ancient  canons  famish 
full  proof  of  this  statement,  notably  those  of  the  Council 
of  Eliberis. 

It  was  not  until  nearly  two  centuries  had  elapsed,  in  the 
days  of  the  great  S.  Leo,  that  the  severity  of  this  disci- 
pline was  relaxed  to  any  extent.  Mosheim  thus  observes, 
speaking  of  those  latter  days — "A  new  method  of  pro- 
ceeding with  regard  to  penitents  was  now  introduced  into 
the  Latin  Church;  for  grievous  offenders,  who  had  for^ 
merly  been  obliged  to  confess  their  guilt  in  the  face  of  the 
congregation,  were  now  delivered  from  this  mortifying 


AND  RITUAL,  .  ail 

penalty,  and  obtained  from  Leo  the  Great  permission  to 
confesg  their  sins  privately  to  a  priest  appointed  for  that 
purpose."  Mosheim  laments  over  this  change,  as  though 
it  removed  a  great  barrier  against  immorality.  But  may 
we  not  rather  regard  it  m  dictated  by  the  soundest  wisdom 
under  the  altered  circumstances  of  the  Church  ?  for  while 
ante-baptismal  sin  might,  in  the  opinion  of  the  ancients, 
obtain  plenary  and  instant  remission  in  the  waters  of 
regeneration,  post-baptismal  sin  could  only  be  remitted  by 
such  heavy  penance,  that  multitudes  deferred  their  Bap* 
tism,  like  Constantine  the  Great,  till  their  dying  hour, 
because  they  dared  not  face  the  contingencies  of  post- 
baptismal  sin,  from  which  they  hardly  dared  to  hope 
perfect  freedom. 

After  the  change.  Baptism  rapidly  assumed  its  proper 
place  in  the  system  of  the  Church,  and  Penance  became 
reduced  to  the  dimensions  it  was  destined  to  assume 
through  the  following  ages.  Whether  its  severity  was  not 
too  greatly  relaxed,  and  absolution  too  easily  attained,  will 
ever  be  open  to  question. 

The  state  of  Celibacy  was,  from  the  time  of  S.  Paul, 
regarded  as.  a  higher  state  than  that  of  matrimony.  The 
Apostle's  statement,  "  He  that  is  unmarried  careth  for  the 
things  that  belong  to  the  Lord,  how  he  may  please  the 
Lord:  but  he  that  is  married  careth  for  the  things  that 
are  of  the  world,  how  he  may  please  his  wife  (1  Cor.  vii. 
32,  33),  exercised  a  most  powerful  influence  upon  the 
Early  Church;  and  the  celibacy  of  the  clergy  was  always 
considered  desirable,  although  not  of  necessity.  Much  infor- 
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mation  may  be  obtained  on  these  subjects  from  the  writings 
of  TertuUian  and  S.  Cyprian  concerning  "  virginity." 

The  rise  and  progress  of  monasticism  dates  from  the 
third  century,  although  from  a  yet  earlier  period  the 
writers  of  the  Alexandrian  school  had  been  preparing  the 
minds  of  Christians  to  attach  a  high  value  to  the  ascetic 
and  contemplative  life,  and  perhaps  contributed  equally 
with  the  persecutions,  which  drove  thousands  of  confessors 
into  the  deserts,  to  people  those  solitudes  with  hermits  and 
conmiunities  of  monks. 

The  first  Christian  hermit,  of  whom  we  have  any  distinct 
record,  was  S.  Paul,  whose  life  was  written  by  S.  Jerome. 
He  fled,  during  the  Decian  persecution,  into  the  deserts  of 
the  Thebaid,  where  for  upwards  of  ninety  years  he  led  a 
life  of  profound  solitude,  during  which  he  does  not  appelur 
to  have  achieved  any  other  object  than  his  own  spiritual 
growth. 

But  the  famous  S.  Antony,  whose  biography,  written  by 
S.  Athanasius,  had  so  large  a  share  in  the  conversion  of  S. 
Augustine,  was  a  man  of  far  higher  mark,  and  has  left  a 
name  behind  hiTn  which  will  never  perish. 

He  was  bom  at  Coma,  a  village  in  the  Thebaid,  in  the 
year  251,  and  before  the  age  of  twenty  lost  both  his 
parents.  Shortly  afterwards,  hearing  the  Gospel  read  in 
Church,  he  was  struck  by  the  words,  "Sell  that  thou 
hast  and  give  to  the  poor,  and  come  and  follow  Me,"  and 
he  received  them  as  a  direct  message  to  him  from  Grod. 

He  sold  aU  his  property,  and  reserving  a  portion  for 
his  only  sister,  gave  aU  the  rest  to  the  poor,  and  retired 
to  a  cave  near  his  native  village ;  but  not  finding  the  place 
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sufficiently  solitary,  he  retired  to  a  tomb,  where  he  was 
subject  to  frightful  visions  and  temptations  from  the  Evil 
One.  After  the  lapse  of  years  he  went  still  further,  to 
the  banks  of  the  Sed  Sea,  where  he  took  possession  of  a 
ruined  castle,  in  which  he  dwelt  twenty  years.  During 
this  period  he  suffered  grievous  temptations  from  sensual 
allurements,  and  either  was,  or  imagined  himself  to  be, 
attacked  by  the  Evil  One  and  his  emissaries  in  every 
ftightful  variety  of  form,  so  that  the  noise  of  his  conflicts 
was  heard  by  passers  by,  whom  he  never  admitted  into 
his  dwelling.  At  the  end  of  that  time  followers  and  imi- 
tators gathered  around  him,  to  whom  he  imparted  all  that 
he  knew  of  the  spiritual  life.  During  the  persecution 
under  Maximin,  he  left  his  desert  and  administered  to  the 
sufferers  in  every  possible  way ;  but  although  he  soothed 
their  last  agonies,  encouraged  them  to  die,  and,  in  short, 
put  himself  foremost  in  the  path  of  danger,  yet  he  could 
not  gain  the  object  after  which  he  sought,  the  crown  of 
martyrdom.  Betiring  again  to  the  desert  when  the  perse- 
cution ceased,  he  sought  a  yet  wilder  retreat  than  before, 
under  the  guidance  of  some  Saracens,  and  found  it  in  a 
cave  in  the  side  of  a  mountain,  where  a  clear  spring 
supplied  him  with  water,  and  a  few  palm  trees  sheltered 
him  from  the  heat.  Here  he  cultivated  a  little  corn  and 
vegetables,  but  ate  nothing  more.  The  more  he  shunned 
society,  the  more  it  sought  him;  multitudes  foUowed  and 
sought  his  instructions,  and  sometimes  he  left  his  cell 
to  go  and  appease  some  quarrel  between  brethren;  but 
he  always  returned,  saying,  a  monk  away  from  his  cell 
was  as  a  fis]^  out  of  water. 
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Constantine  and  his  sons  sought  his  advice,  but  could 
never  entice  him  to  leave  his  retreat  and  appear  at  court 
But  when  the  Arians  were  subverting  the  faith  of  many  in 
Alexandria,  he  left  his  desert  to  strengthen  and  confirm  the 
Catholics,  in  which  his  labours  were  abundantly  blessed. 
Betiring  to  his  monastery — for  the  neighbourhood  was 
now  peopled  with  his  spiritual  children — ^he  died  in  the 
year  356,  aged  105,  a  few  days  only  before  the  great 
Athanasius,  his  biographer,  fleeing  from  persecution,  found 
refuge  amongst  his  monks,  as  we  shall  hereafter  relate. 

The  example  set  by  Antony  found  numerous  followers ; 
and  the  "  coenobitic,"  or  social  system,  upon  which  pattern 
the  later  monasteries  were  founded,  became  exceedingly 
prevalent. 

Pachomius,  like  Antony,  a  native  of  the  Thebaid, 
directed  by  a  heavenly  vision,  founded  a  monastery  in  an 
island  of  the  riv^  Nile,  called  Tabenne,  which  before  his 
death  numbered  1400  imnates,  and  had  become  the  pattern 
for  seven  similar  societies  following  his  rule. 

Absolute  obedience  to  the  abbot;  the  community  of 
goods;  labour  for  the  support  of  the  monastery  and  the 
poor ;  continual  private  prayer ;  frequent  services ;  fasting 
twice  in  the  week;  a  peculiar  dress,  which  they  were 
never  to  change  or  to  remove,  even  when  they  slept ; — such 
were  the  fundamental  rules  of  the  commimity. 

A  sister  of  Pachomius  came  to  visit  him,  but  not  being 
allowed  to  see  her  brother,  foimded  a  convent  at  a  short 
distance  for  female  recluses,  who  first  took  the  name 
"nuns."  Before  the  close  of  a  century,  the  lH*ethren 
following  the  rule  of  Pachomius  numbered  50,000. 
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The  famoud  monasteries  of  Nitria,  renowned  in  the 
histoiy  of  the  Alexandrian  Church,  were  founded  by  one 
Ammon,  who  took  up  his  abode  on  the  Nitrian  mountain ; 
and  those  of  Scetis  by  the  elder  Macarius,  so  called  to 
distinguish  him  from  a  celebrated  contemporaiy. 

Perpetu^  silence  was  their  rule,  save  in  the  pubUc 
w(»»hip  of  God.  Large  numbers  of  cells,  grouped  together, 
were  called  a  Laura,  and  their  inhabitants  Coenobites;  but 
many  of  the  brethren  dwelt  apart  as  Solitaries.   We  shall 

■ 

behold  the  development  of  this  system  in  the  course  of 
our  history. 

We  have  already  learned,  from  the  account  given  us  by 
the  Church  of  Smyrna  of  the  martyrdom  of  S.  Polycarp, 
that  so  early  as  the  second  century  it  was  customary  to 
observe  the  anniversary  of  the  triumph  of  a  martyr,  or, 
as  we  should  now  say,  "  the  Saints'  Days." 

The  Holy  Eucharist  was  commonly  offered  upon  his 
tomb  as  an  act  of  thanksgiving,  and  the  acts  of  his  passion 
were  read.  Thus  the  Faithful  were  stirred  up  both  to 
veneration  and  imitation. 

The  first  day  of  the  week  was  known  from  Apostolic 
times  iU9  the  "Dies  Dominica,"  or  Lord's-day,  and  carefully 
distinguished  from  the  Sabbath,  which  was  still  separately 
observed  in  some  parts  of  the  Church.  The  celebration  of 
the  Holy  Eucharist  formed  an  essential  part  of  the 
observance  of  the  day,  which  wa-s  thence  frequently  called 
the  "  Day  of  Bread." 

It  was  a. day  of  rest  and  gladness^  and  so  all  servile 
labour  waft  interdicted  where  it  was  possible,  which  it 
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could  not  have  been  in  the  case  of  slaves  under  heathen 
masters  in  the  days  of  persecution ;  but  when  Constantind 
ascended  the  throne,  he  at  once  legalized  the  observance 
of  the  day  throughout  the  empire. 

All  fasting  was  prohibited  on  this  day,  even  in  the 
solemn  season  of  Lent,  as  we  learn  from  TertiiUian,  who 
says,  "We  count  it  a  crime  to  fast  on  the  Lord's-day;" 
and  all  prayers  were  offered  in  a  standing  posture,  in 
memory  of  the  Lord's  Eesurrection. 

The  solemn  observance  of  Christmas -day,  the  Holy 
Week,  Easter,  Ascension-day,  and  Pentecost,  may  be 
traced  to  these  earlier  ages,  although,  in  the  East,  Christmas- 
day  was  confounded  with  the  Epiphany,  while  in  the 
West  it  was  observed,  as  we  now  observe  it,  on  the 
twenty-fifth  of  December. 

The  Paschal  solemnity  usually  included  the  whole  week 
before,  as  well  as  the  week  after  Easter  Sunday,  although 
the  observance  of  the  Passion  by  the  Quarto-decimans  on 
the  fourteenth  of  the  moon,  in  the  Jewish  month  Nisan, 
upon  whatsoever  day  that  might  happen  to  fall,  caused  great 
diversity  of  practice,  which  was  obviated  at  Nicaea  by  the 
adoption  of  the  rule  that  Easter-day  should  always  be 
kept  on  the  Sunday  after  that  ftdl  moon,  a  rule  which  still 
prevails. 

The  whole  space  from  Easter  to  Whitsuntide,  as  Ter- 
tullian  informs  us,  was  one  continued  festival,  during 
which  time  the  Church  particularly  exercised  herself  in 
meditation  upon  the  Acts  of  the  Holy  Apostles,  as  re- 
cording the  results  of  the  Lord's  Eesurrection. 

All  fasting  and  kneeling  were  prohibited  during  this 
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solemn  season,  as  on  the  Lord's-day  itself.  S.  Augustine 
particularly  mentions  the  celebration  of  Ascension-day, 
during  this  period,  as  of  Apostolical  institution.  The  vigils 
before  these  great  festivals,  as  also  before  the  days  of 
martyrs,  were  usually  observed  by  psalmody,  hymns,  and 
prayers  all  through  the  night. 

The  Lenten  fast  is  mentioned  by  TertuUian;  but  its  length 
is  very  doubtful.  It  is  only  certain  that  it  was  observed 
with  great  severity  during  the  forty  hours  preceding  the 
Resurrection,  as  early  as  the  second  century.  The  mode  of 
fasting  appears  to  have  been  a  rigorous  abstinence  from 
all  food  until  the  evening ;  while  the  abundance  of  which 
Christians  thus  deprived  themselves  was,  as  Origen  remarks, 
bestowed  upon  the  poor.  There  were  religious  assemblies 
and  sermons  each  day  in  Lent>  and  the  celebration  of  all 
festivals,  birthdays,  and  marriages  was  prohibited. 

Wednesdays  and  Fridays  were  observed  as  days  of 
fasting,  and  called  "stationary  days,"  the  one  in  memory  of 
the  Betrayaly  the  other  of  the  Passixm  ;  but  the  fast  termi- 
nated at  the  ninth  hour.  Origen  again  bears  testimony  to 
this  obseryance.  Many  Churches  added  Saturday  also  to 
the  list  of  fasting  days,  as  the  Jewish  Sabbath. 


CHAPTER  XII. 

FROM  THE  ACCESSION   OF  CONSTANTINE  TO 
THE  COUNCIL  OF  NIC^A. 

A.D.  312-325. 


TTTE  have  now  arrived  at  an  important  epoch  in  the 
^  ^  history  of  the  Church,  and  have  to  consider  her  as 
emerging  from  the  darkness  of  the  catacombs  to  the  light 
of  day,  no  longer  proscribed  and  persecuted,  but  the 
religion  of  the  rulers  of  the  world. 

Paganism  had  received  its  death  blow;  that  mighty 
system,  identified  with  all  the  past  glories  of  the  Soman 
state,  was  now  deprived  of  the  Imperial  support  which 
had  been  the  sole  secret  of  its  strength.  It  still  lingered 
on  indeed,  but  in  a  moribund  condition,  perishing  by  slow 
but  sure  decay. 

But  although  the  battle  of  the  Milvian  Bridge  sealed 
its  fate,  it  must  not  be  supposed  that  the  triumph  of 
Christianity  was  immediate,  or  that  the  adherents  of 
Paganism  had  as  yet  fully  comprehended  the  blow  which 
they  had  received. 

Constantine  was  not  yet  even  a  catechumen.  It  was  a 
very  arduous  task  to  eradicate  the  habits  and  prejudices 
of  his  early  years,  and  he  only  disclosed  his  new  opinions 
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publicly,  SO  far  as  he  was  in  a  ooudition  to  act  upon  them 
with  effect. 

Thus  during  the  whole  course  of  his  reign  Christianity 
was  ever  advancing,  but  with  the  gentleness  of  the  rising 
tide,  not  with  the  rush  of  an  avalanche;  so  that  its 
enemies  were  long  before  they  realized  how  real  was  its 
progress. 

Up  to  this  time  Apollo  had  been  the  tutelary  deity  of 
Gonstantine,  and  the  altars  of  the  Sun  god  were  rich  with 
his  offerings.  Thus  the  Pagans  ascribed  his  rapid  ceo^eer 
of  victory  and  success  to  the  protection  and  favour  of  that 
deity.  Yet  from  the  moment  of  his  accession  to  power  in 
Britain  he  had  uniformly  favoured  the  Christians,  having, 
as  he  himself  stated,  indignantly  beheld  the  cruelties 
inflicted  by  Oalerius  upon  citizens  whose  only  crime  was 
their  religion. 

Following  the  authority  and  advice  of  a  dying  father, 
he  had  suspended  from  the  first  the  persecuting  edicts  in 
the  r^on  imder  his  dominion ;  and  the  Christians  flocked 
to  his  legions  in  great  numbers,  assured  of  his  protection. 
And  now  he  was  master  of  Boma 

Persecution  ceased  from  the  moment  of  his  victory;  and 
five  mcmths  after  the  celebrated  Edict  of  MUan  was  issued; 
which  conferred  lasting  peace  upon  th^  Church.  Constan- 
tine  had  already  met  Licinius,  the  sovereign  of  the  East, 
and,  with  his  ooncurrence,  had  proclaimed  foil  liberty  to 
the  Christians,  and  to  aU  others,  of  exercising  the  religion 
which  they  deemed  best  adapted  to  their  use,  exacting 
&om  the  governors  of  the  provinces  a  strict  obedience  to 
the  true  aira  nmple  meaning  of  the  Edict,  which  was 
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designed  to  secure,  without  limitation  or  exception,  full 
liberty  of  conscience. 

It  was  also  enacted  that  the  Churches  and  lands  which 
had  been  confiscated,  or  unjustly  taken  &om  the  Christians, 
should  be  restored  to  the  Church  without  dispute  or  delay, 
and  without  expense.  Any  loss  which  might  thereby 
accrue  to  the  actual  possessors  was  to  be  reimbursed  &om 
the  Imperial  Treasury. 

Meanwhile  another  enemy  of  the  Church,  and  ally  of 
Maxentius,  met  his  doom. 

When  Galerius  in  his  last  illness  proclaimed  toleration 
to  the  afflicted  Church,  he  had  associated  the  names  A 
Constantino  and  licinius  with  his  own,  being  well  assured 
of  their  concurrence.  But  he  did  not  venture  to  insert  in 
the  preamble  the  name  of  Maximin,  whose  consent  was  of 
the  greatest  importance,  and  who  succeeded  shortly  after- 
wards to  the  provinces  of  Asia.  For  six  months,  however, 
Maximin  affected  to  follow  the  prudent  counsels  of  his 
predecessor  and  benefactor,  and  directed  the  public  officers 
to  connive  at  the  secret  assemblies  of  the  Chnstiems. 

In  consequence  great  numbers  were  delivered  from  exib 
and  prison,  and  the  Church  thanked  God  and  took  courage. 
But  the  calm  was  of  short  duration.  Cruelty  and  supe^ 
stition  were  the  ruling  features  of  the  character  of  Maximin, 
and  after  a  short  period  he  yielded  to  the  entreaties  of  thQ 
heathen  priests,  and,  in  spite  of  the  examples  of  his 
colleagues,  renewed  the  worst  features  of  the  late  perse- 
cution throughout  his  dominions. 

He  had  but  a  short  time.  Impelled  towards  his  fate,  he 
assumed  the  character  of  the  avenger  of  Maxentius,  and 
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in  the  depth  of  winter  left  Syria  with  his  army  to  fall 
upon  licinius  as  the  ally  of  Constantine.  The  season  was 
a  severe  one ;  great  numbers  of  his  anny  perished  in  the 
snow ;  yet  he  arrived  with  the  remnant  on  the  borders  of 
the  Bosphoras,  before  the  news  had  reached  the  lieutenants 
of  Licinius  that  he  had  left  Syria. 

Byzantium  succumbed  to  its  fate,  when  Maximin  re- 
ceived intelligence  that  Licinius  awaited  him  at  a  distance 
of  eighteen  miles. 

After  a  fruitless  negotiation,  the  two  princes  had  recourse 
to  arms.  Maximin  possessed  seventy  thousand  followers, 
Licinius  only  thirty  thousand;  but  the  hand  of  Divine 
vengeance  was  against  the  perfidious  persecutor.  He  was 
utterly  defeated,  and  fled  with  such  desperate  haste  that 
within  a  day  he  reached  Nicomedia,  one  hundred  and  sixty 
miles  from  the  scene  of  action,  pale,  trembling,  and  desti^ 
tute  of  the  ensigns  of  his  dignity.  He  might  still  have 
protracted  the  struggle ;  but  he  had  lost  all  his  courage 
and  prudence.  He  retreated  to  Tarsus ;  repealed  the  edicts 
against  the  Christians,  which  he  now  recognized  as  the 
cause  of  the  Divine  wrath ;  slew  his  Pagan  divines,  who 
had  assured  him  of  the  favour  of  their  gods ;  and  ended 
the  lamentable  scene  by  taking  poison.  In  the  lingering 
agony  which  followed,  he  lost  his  sight,  and  though  blind  to 
all  around  him,  nevertheless  his  imagination  peopled  the 
void.  "Do  you  not  see,"  he  cried  to  his  attendants,  *'God 
is  there,  robed  in  white,  giving  sentence  against  me."  He 
dashed  his  head  against  the  wall,  and,  in  alternations  of 
dark  despair  and  piteous  appeals  to  the  Divine  mercy, 
breathed  hii  last.    His  innocent  children,  a  boy  of  eight 
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and  a  girl  of  seven,  weie  put  to  death  by  the  ruthless 
licinius. 

Meanwhile  Constantine  was  rapidly  manifesting  the 
favour  with  which  he  regarded  the  Christians.  His  self- 
interest  doubtless  struggled  long  with  his  conviction  of 
the  truth ;  but  he  must  greatly  have  conquered  the  pre- 
judices of  the  army  and  of  his  people  before  he  could 
erect  in  the  midst  of  Bome  a  statue  of  himself,  beanng 
the  cross  in  his  right  hand,  with  an  inscription  referring 
the  victory  of  his  arms,  and  the  deliverance  of  Borne,  to 
that  saving  sign. 

But  the  principal  standard  which  described  the  triumph 
of  the  cross  was  the  Ldbwram^  which  we  have  previously 
mentioned,  a  standard  in  the  form  of  a  cross,  with  a 
silken  veil  hanging  from  the  transverse  beam,  surmounted 
by  a  crown  of  gold,  inclosing  the  sacred  monogiam. 
This  standard  was  committed  to  the  care  of  fifty  chosen 
warriors,  and  some  fortunate  accidents  (as  Gibbon  calls 
them)  soon  introduced  an  opinion  that  its  guards  were  in- 
vulnerable in  the  execution  of  their  office.  In  the  seoond 
war  against  licinius,  which  we  have  to  relate,  the  sight 
of  this  banner  animated  the  soldiers  of  Constantine  with 
invincible  courage,  and  scattered  terror  and  dismay  throuj^ 
the  opposing  legions,  which  the  Pagans  attributed  to  magics 
but  the  Christians  to  the  Divine  aid. 

There  is  still  extant  a  medal  of  Constantine,  whereon 
the  Labarum  is  depicted  ,with  these  words,  "  In  hoc  signo 
vinces,"  as  a  legend. 

It  is  difficult  in  these  days  to  comprehend  the  total 
change  of  feeling  which  was  involved  in  these  circum- 
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stances.  The  Cross,  as  the  instrument  ^  the  tortures 
mflicted,  only  upon  slaves  and  strangers,  was  an  object 
of  detestation  to  a  Boman  citizen,  so  closely  was  it 
associated  with  the  thought  of  ignominy  and  pain.  For 
instance,  Cicero  writes :  "  Let  the  very  name  of  the  Cross 
be  absent,  not  merely  from  the  body  of  a  Boman  citizen, 
but  even  from  the  thoughts,  the  eyes,  and  the  ears." 

Yet  on  all  occasions  of  danger,  distress,  or  temptation, 
it  was  the  practice  of  the  Primitive  Christians  to  fortify 
both  mind  and  body  by  the  sign,  which  they  seemed 
almost  to  regard  as  an  infallible  preservative  against 
spiritual  evil  And  now,  by  the  abolition  of  the  punish- 
ment, the  ignominy  of  the  Cross  passed  away,  and  it 
became  the  chosen  sign  under  which  the  legions  of  the 
empire  marched  to  victory. 

A  further  act  of  Constantine  protected  the  Christians 
against  the  animosity  of  the  Jews,  hitherto  their  most 
relentless  adversaries,  while  he  attempted  to  restrain  the 
scandalous  impurity  habitual  to  Pagans  by  laws  of  so 
severe  a  character,  that  their  execution  became  almost 
impossible.  In  A.D.  319  he  forbade  private  sacrifices  and 
divination,  making  their  celebration  a  capital  offence, 
although  their  public  exercise  was  still  permitted.  In  321 
an  edict  was  issued  which  commanded  the  public  observ- 
ance  of  the  Sunday,  which  appears  to  have  been  gladly 
accepted  by  jJl — by  the  Christians  for  obvious  reasons,  by 
the  Pagans  as  merely  an  exercise  of  the  Pontifical  authority 
possessed  by  the  Emperor  according  to  the  Pagan  system. 
Holidays  were  doubtless  as  acceptable  then  as  now.  As 
aovereigq,  Qmstantine  was  still  '^Pontifex  Masdmus^*  and 
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we  must  carefully  distinguish  between  his  official  and  his 
personal  acts.  Even  yet  he  was  unbaptized,  and  only  a 
protector,  not  a  member  of  the  Catholic  Church. 

Agricultural  labours  might  still  be  carried  on  during  the 
Sunday,  but  all  traffic  in  towns  was  to  be  suspended ;  and 
even  the  heathen  soldiers  were  required  to  repeat  a  prayer 
to  the  "  Supreme  Deity."  Sozomen  adds  that  the  enact- 
ment was  extended  to  the  Friday.  By  an  edict  the  same 
year,  the  old  laws  against  unmarried  citizens  were  re- 
pealed in  favour  of  the  growing  Christian  sentiment  for 
celibacy. 

But  a  crisis  was  approaching  in  the  history  of  Constan- 
tine,  the  last  and  decisive  struggle  with  licinius. 

In  his  heart  Licinius  hated  Christianity,  and,  undeterred 
by  the  fate  of  his  predecessors,  commenced  a  counter 
legislation  in  the  East  in  favour  of  Paganism.  His  do- 
minions embraced  all  the  Boman  provinces  in  Asia,  Europe 
being  under  the  rule  of  Constantino,  with  the  exception 
of  Thrace. 

Fir&t^  he  forbade  the  clergy  to  hold  synods;  secandlf, 
to  hold  Church  services  in  cities;  thirdly ^  he  dismissed 
his  Christian  officers,  and  ordered  his  soldiers  to  sacrifice 
to  the  gods. 

At  Sebaste  forty  Christian  soldiers  refused.  It  was  a 
bitterly  cold  night,  and  they  were  stripped  and  exposed 
on  a  frozen  lake  to  the  severity  of  an*  Armenian  winter, 
while  hot  baths  and  warm  shelter  were  provided  on  the 
well- guarded  shore  for  those  who  consented  to  apostatize. 
One  after  another  they  sank  down  and  died,  while  the 
survivors  continued  to  pray — "As  forty  have  entered  lie 
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lists,  so  may  forty  gain  the  crown."  The  prayer  was  heard. 
One  indeed  gave  way;  but  his  place  was  immediately 
filled  by  one  of  the  guards,  who  professed  himself  a 
Christian,  and  died  like  the  others. 

One  of  the  most  eloquent  orations  of  S.  Basil  com- 
memorates their  suffering  and  their  victoiy. 

Bishops  were,  as  before,  the  objects  of  the  greatest 
liatred.  One  was  cut  in  pieces,  another  had  his  hands 
mutilated  with  hot  iron,  so  as  to  disable  him  from  per- 
forming the  sacred  rites. 

The  military  administration  of  Constantine  had  been 
glorioTis.  He  had  taught  the  Goths  and  their  kindred 
barbarians  to  dread  the  very  name  of  Eome,  and  forced 
them  to  supply  the  flower  of  their  youth  to  fill  the  Eoman 
legions.  And  now  circumstances  made  it  evident  that 
there  was  but  room  for  one  Eoman  emperor,  and  that  the 
rival  religions  (if  Paganism  could  be  called  a  religion) 
must  contend  once  more  for  the  supremacy — nay,  the  right 
to  exist — in  the  persons  of  their  respective  protectors, 
Constantine  and  Licinius. 

The  battle  which  decided  the  fate  of  the  war  was  fought 
^t  Adrianople,  in  September,  a.d.  323,  on  the  banks  of 
the  Hebrus;  and  it  ended  in  the  complete  defeat  of 
Licinius,  who  took  refuge  in  Byzantium.  Another  battle 
was  fought  near  Scutari  with  similar  results ;  and  Licinius 
surrendered  his  person  to  Constantine,  was  admitted  the 
same  day  to  the  imperial  banquet,  and  sent  into  honourable 
captivity  at  Thessalonica.  Here  he  was  accused  of  con- 
spiracy, and  of  treasonable  correspondence  with  the  bar- 
barians, so  his  confinement  was  terminated  by  death. 

Q 
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By  this  victory  of  Constantine  the  Boman  world  was 
again  united  under  one  emperor,  thirty- seven  years  after 
its  division  under  Diocletian  and  Maximian.  The  im- 
mediate consequences  of  this  revolution  were,  the  final 
establishment  of  Christianity  as  the  national  religion,  and 
the  foundation  of  Constantinople.  Constantine  had  learned 
from  the  disturbances  excited  by  the  heathen  priesthood 
in  favour  of  licinius,  that  -neither  the  empire  nor  himself 
could  expect  any  tranquillity  or  safety  while  the  ancient 
superstitions  existed ;  and  from  this  period  Pagan  emblems 
disappeared  from  Boman  coins  and  medals,  while  the 
emperor  openly  opposed  the  rites  of  heathen  worship  as 
detrimental  to  the  state. 

The  Church  had  fought  the  battle  against  Pagan  in- 
tolerance, and  the  powers  of  evil  had  failed  in  the  attempt 
to  crush  her  by  persecution. 

But,  foiled  in  this  attempt,  they  had  recourse  to  yet  more 
deadly  weapons,  less  abhorrent  indeed  to  flesh  and  blood, 
but  far  more  likely  to  command  success.  The  Faith  for 
which  the  martyrs  died  was  assaulted  by  the  introduction 
of  schism  and  deadly  heresy — ^the  schism  of  the  Donatists, 
the  heresy  of  the  Arians. 

Mensurius,  Bishop  of  Carthage,  dying  in  the  year  311, 
the  majority  of  the  clergy,  and  also  of  the  ladty,  choee 
the  Archdeacon  Csecilianus  to  be  his  successor,  and  con- 
secrated him  without  waiting  for  the  consent  of  the 
Numidian  bishops,  who  had  always  hitherto  been  con- 
sulted. The  Numidians  were  greatly  offended,  and  led  by 
Donatus,  Bishop  of  Casae  Nigrse,  deposed  Csecilianus,  upon 
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the  ground  that  he  had  been  consecrated  by  a  "Traditor/* 
Felix  of  Aptnnga,  and  iiiat  he  had  cruelly  withheld  relief 
j&t)m  those  who  had  voluntarily  courted  martyrdom  during 
the  late  persecution.  Therefore  they  proceeded  to  conse- 
crate Majorinus,  his  deacon,  Bishop  of  Carthage. 

The  Carthaginian  Church  was  utterly  distracted  between 
the  two  factions,  and  the  unhappy  controversy  spread  so 
rapidly  that  all  the  provinces  of  Africa  took  part  in  the 
strife,  and  in  every  important  city  there  were  shortly  two 
bishops  to  be  found,  differing  only  by  their  allegiance  to 
Caecilianus  or  Majorinus. 

When  the  edict  of  Milan 'extended  toleration  to  the 
Church,  and  recognized  Christians  as  a  body  known  to  the 
law,  a  separate  ordinance,  addressed  to  the  Proconsul  of 
Africa,  interpreted  that  designation  to  mean  the  *'  Catholic 
Church,''  in  opposition  to  the  Donatist  schism. 

Whereupon  the  Donatists  appealed  to  the  emperor,  who 
referred  the  case  to  Melchiades,  Bishop  of  Bome,  and  three 
Gallic  bishops.  The  result  was,  that  Caecilianus  was  fully 
acquitted  of  the  crime  laid  to  his  charge,  and  the  evidence 
that  Felix  had  been  a  Traditor  was  pronounced  a  wretched 
forgery.  The  Donatists  thereupon  appealed  to  a  council, 
and  Constantine  summoned  a  large  assembly  of  bishops  to 
meet  at  Aries  in  the  year  314.  Nearly  four  hundred  bishops 
assembled,  including  the  Bishops  of  London,  Lincoln,  and 
York.  The  cause  of  Caecilianus  was  still  triumphant ;  but 
with  an  earnest  desire  for  peace  and  unity,  the  council 
simply  deposed  Majorinus,  and  decreed  that  ia  every  see 
save  Carthage  the  bishop,  senior  by  consecration,  whether  he 
had  followed  Caecilianus  or  Majorinus,  should  retain  the  see. 
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But  far  from  accepting  this  compromise,  offered  ia 
genuine  Christian  love,  the  Donatists  "appealed  unto 
Caesar  "  in  the  person  of  Constantine. 

The  emperor  rightly  characterized  their  appeal  as  treason 
to  the  Church  and  its  Lord.  Still,  he  confronted  Csecilianus 
with  his  accusers,  and  conJBrmed  the  decisions  of  the 
council. 

Thereupon  the  Donatists  loaded  him  with  the  bitterest 
reproaches,  and  the  basest  insinuations  against  his  honour 
and  justice ;  so  that,  moved  by  a  righteous  indignation,  he 
deprived  them  of  their  churches  in  Africa,  and  banished 
their  bishops,  whereupon  violent  commotions  arose. 

These  imhappy  scenes  gave  rise  to  a  horrible  confederacy 
of  desperate  rufi&ans,  known  as  the  drcumcellions.  This 
furious  and  bloody  set  of  men,  composed  of  the  savage 
populace  who  embraced  the  party  of  the  Donatists,  main- 
tained their  cause  by  force  of  arms,  and  overrunning 
all  Africa,  filled  that  unhappy  province  with  slaughter  and 
rapine,  until,  to  prevent  a  civU  war,  Constantine,  having  in 
vain  tried  every  other  mode  of  accommodation,  was  per- 
suaded by  the  governors  of  Africa  to  repeal  the  laws 
against  the  Donatists,  and  proclaim  full  toleration.  This 
outrageous  multitude,  however,  disdained  to  live  in  peace 
with  the  Catholics,  whom  they  had  treated  with  the  most 
ferocious  cruelty ;  and  utterly  careless  of  death,  which  they 
regarded  simply  as  martyrdom,  became  themselves  the 
most  ruthless  of  persecutors,  making  it  dangerous  for  the 
Catholics  to  dwell  elsewhere  than  within  the  shelter  of 
their  cities.  The  bands  of  icircumcellions,  whose  war-cry 
was  more  dreaded  than  the  roaring  of  lions,  roamed  from 
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village  to  village,  and  house  to  house,  armed  with  huge 
clubs,  which  they  called  Israels,  wherewith  they  merci- 
lessly assaulted  those  who  refused  to  support  their  cause 
by  involuntary  contributions.  Their  pride  and  insolence 
knew  no  bounds.  Excluded,  by  their  own  act,  from  the 
civil  and  religious  communion  of  mankind,  they  boldly, 
excommunicated  the  Catholic  Church,  asserting  that  all 
the  bishops  of  Europe  and  Asia  were  infected  with  the 
guilt  of  schism ;  that  the  Church  was  now  confined  to  the 
faithful  in  Africa,  who  had  alone  preserved  the  integrity 
of  their  faith  and  discipline.  This  uncharitable  theory 
was  supported  by  unequivocal  practice.  They  re-baptized 
the  laymen  and  re-ordained  the  priests  who  became  pro- 
selytes to  their  schism,  while  bishops,  virgins,  and  even 
infants,  had  to  submit  to  the  disgrace  of  public  penance 
before  they  could  be  purified  from  the  guilt  of  Catholic 
communion.  If  they  obtained  possession  of  the  sacred 
buildings  which  the  Catholics  had  occupied,  they  washed 
the  pavements,  scraped  the  walls,  burnt  the  altar  if  of  wood, 
melted  the  sacred  vessels,  and  even  cast  the  reserved  Sacra- 
ment to  dogs.  Yet  they  still  retained  all  the  externals  of 
Catholic  faith  and  worship,  and  a  stranger  could  not  have 
distinguished  any  variation  between  the  rites  of  the  rival 
bodies  in  Africa.  Under  the  second  Donatus,  who  suc- 
ceeded Majorinus,  they  gained  great  power,  and,  as  we 
shall  see,  distracted  the  African  Church  for  generations. 

But  this  schism  was  confined  to  Africa,  and  has  left  no 
firuits  of  bitterness  to  the  Church  of  later  days.  On  the 
other  hand,  Arianiim  penetrated   the  whole  Christian 
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world,  and  has  been  the  prolific  parent  of  modem  heresj. 
From  the  age  of  Constantine  to  the  fall  of  the  empire  its 
struggles  deeply  affected  the  welfare  both  of  Boman  and 
Barbarian.    Hence  it  merits  onr  close  attention. 

Arins,  the  great  heresiarch,  was  a  Libyan  by  birth,  who 
joined  the  schism,  known  as  the  Meletian  schism,  which 
was  originated  in  the  African  Church  by  Meletius,  Bishop 
of  Lycopolis^  in  Egjrpt.  Bepenting  of  his  weakness,  he 
was  absolved  from  the  guilt  of  rebellion  by  Peter,  Bishop 
of  Alexandria,  subsequently  a  martyr,  and  was  ordained 
deacon,  but  relapsing,  was  again  excommunicated.  Once 
more  abjuring  his  schismatic  propensities,  he  was  ordained 
priest  by  Achillas,  the  successor  of  Peter,  and  under 
Alexander,  the  successor  of  Achillas,  acted  as  one  of  the 
chief  parochial  clergy  of  Alexandria. 

In  the  year  319,  Alexander  preached  a  sermon  upon  the 
doctrine  of  the  Holy  Trinity,  in  which  he  stated.the  Faith 
with  great  clearness  of  speech,  to  the  great  scandal  of 
w^us^  who  accused  his  bishop  of  tritheism  (or  the  worship 
of  three  gods),  and  published  an  indignant  protest^  arguing 
that  the  Father  mast  have  existed  before  the  Son ;  that  the 
Son  was  noty  therefore,  eternal;  that,  like  all  other  crea- 
tures. He  was  made  of  a  substance  not  previously  existii^ 
and  was  noi^  therefore,  of  one  substance  with  the  Father. 

The  great  fallacy  of  his  argument  lay,  of  course,  in  his 
arguing  from  human  things  to  divine,  as  if  they  were 
necessarily  parallel,  and  its  charm  to  the  multitude  lay  in 
the  ease  with  which  such  a  system  could  be  comprehended, 
in  contrast  to  the  mystery  of  the  Catholic  doctrine,  which 
was  far  beyond  the  grasp  of  human  comprehension* 
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The  manners  of  Alius  were  very  attractive.  His  moral 
character,  apart  from  his  pride  and  self-sufficiency  was  irre- 
proachable. A  tall,  elderly  man,  with  worn,  pallid  features, 
and  downcast  eyes,  the  quiet  dignity  of  his  bearing,  his 
musical  and  persuasive  voice,  his  fluent  eloquence,  had  an 
iiresiatible  charm  for  the  giddy  multitude  of  Alexandria. 
His  party  grew  daily  in  numbers.  The  streets  re-echoed 
with  disputations  on  the  most  sacred  mysteries,  which 
were  in  great  danger  of  being  thereby  brought  into  con- 
tempt. It  is  said  that  if  one  asked  a  baker  for  bread,  he 
would  reply,  before  serving  his  customer,  "Great  is  the 
Only  Begotten,'*  to  which  his  customer  might  answer,  if  an 
Arian,  "  Greater  is  He  that  begat  Him,"  thereby  losing  all 
chance  of  receiving  the  bread  he  came  to  buy.  The  public 
baths  echoed  with  their  noisy  and  irreverent  disputations. 
Alexandria  had  been  the  great  seat  of  the  later  Grecian 
philosophy,  and  philosophical  disputations  had  great  charms 
for  its  excitable  populace. 

Alexander  summoned  a  council  of  one  hundred  bishops, 
before  whom  Arius  made  his  appearance.  The  council 
question  proposed  to  him  was  this,  "  Could  the  Son  of  God 
have  changed  from  good  to  evil  ?"  Arius  unhesitatingly 
replied,  "Yes,  He  could;"  and  the  council  pronounced  a 
solemn  anathema  against  him  and  his  adherents.  What  else, 
indeed,  could  they  do  ?  The  very  existence  of  traditional 
Christianity  was  at  stake,  the  whole  question  of  the  In- 
camation« 

Expelled  from  Alexandria,  Arius  visited  Palestine,  where 
he  was  received  with  open  arms  by  his  old  schoolfellow, 
Eusebius,  of  Nicomedia,  finding  partial  support  also  from 
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Eusebius,  the  historian,  Bishop  of  Csesarea,  while  the 
Bishops  of  Bithynia  pronounced  him  worthy  of  commu- 
nion. 

Alexander  issued  an  encyclical  letter,  in  which  he  gave 
a  full  account  of  the  rise  and  progress  of  the  heresy,  while 
Anus  replied  by  embodying  his  opinions  in  a  set  of  yerses 
called  the  "  Thalia,"  in  which  he  described  the  Son  as  a 
creature  of  the  Father's  will,  not  cms  in  essence  with 
Him,  but  only  capable  of  knowing  Him  in  part,  the  Jmti 
indeed,  of  creatures,  but  that  was  aU.  These  verses  were 
bandied  about  as  popular  songs  of  the  present  day  might 
be,  and  the  very  boys  and  women  were  assailed  in  the 
markets  with  flippant  jests  upon  *'  an  Eternal  Son.** 

At  this  point  Constantino  wrote  to  the  disputants,  utterly 
misapprehending  the  point  in  question.  He  assured  them 
their  differences  were  but  trivial,  and  besought  them  to  be 
reconciled ;  but  matters  grew  worse  and  worse.  The  Em- 
peror perceived  that  he  had  utterly  mistaken  the  impor- 
tance of  the  question;  and  the  inefl&cacy  of  provincial 
councils  or  synods  to  settle  the  dispute,  suggested  to  him 
the  idea  of  a  general  council  representing  the  whole  of 
Christendom. 

It  is  not  to  be  supposed  that  in  this  matter  Constantine 
acted  upon  his  own  private  judgment,  but  rather  upon  the 
counsels  of  his  spiritual  advisers:  although  not  yet  admitted 
by  Baptism  to  the  number  of  the  Faithful,  he  had  as- 
sumed the  office  of  Protector  of  the  Church,  and  as  such 
he  now  used  the  resources  of  the  imperial  power  to  sum- 
mon her  bishops,  metropolitans,  and  rulers  from  the  ends 
of  the  earth,  defraying  their  expenses  from  the  treasury. 
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Before  this  period,  as  we  have  frequently  seen,  the 
government  of  the  Church  had  been  in  the  hands  of  the 
bishops,  with  the  assistance  of  local  synods,  composed  of 
their  presbytery,  who  formed  the  council.  The  same  prin- 
ciple was  observed  in  the  government  of  provinces,  where 
the  mietropolitan  assembled  his  suffragans,  and  affairs  of 
importance  were  submitted  to  their  collective  wisdom.  A 
Intimate  development  of  this  principle  was  the  gathering 
together  of  the  metropolitans  of  the  whole  Church,  with 
such  of  their  sufi&agans  as  could  attend,  to  decide  upon 
matters  of  doctrine  and  practice,  involving  the  welfare  of 
Christendom  in  general. 

This  had  never  been  practicable,  for  obvious  reasons, 
during  the  age  of  persecutions ;  but,  under  the  authority 
of  Constantine,  the  first  general  council  was  now  sum- 
moned to  meet  at  Nicaea,  the  chief  city  of  Bithynia,  in 
Asia  Minor. 

It  will  be  at  once  seen  that  Constantine  only  assumed 
authority  over  the  external  affairs  of  the  Church,  where 
they  necessarily  came  into  contact  with  the  secular  autho- 
rity. In  his  view,  as  Mosheim  observes,  the  administra- 
tion of  the  Church  was  divided  into  the  external  and 
internal  inspection.*  The  latter,  which  was  committed  to 
bishops  and  councils,  related  to  religious  controversies,  the 
forms  of  divine  worship,  the  ofi&ces  of  the  priests,  the  cor- 
rection of  vices  and  scandals  amongst  the  clergy,  etc.  etc. 
The  external  administration  comprehended  all  things  that 
related  to  the  outward  condition,  and  dtscipline  of  the 
Church  in  its  relation  to  the  state ;  to  all  controversies  con- 
cerning the  temporal  possessions,  the  revenues,  the  rights 
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and  privilegea  of  the  sacerdotal  order,  the  limits  of  ecde- 
siastical  provinces,  and  civil  causes  between  the  ministeis 
of  the  Church. 

Naturally  there  was  occasionally  some  confusion  in  this 
division,  and  the  limits  were  occasionally  overstepped  on 
either  side,  as  we  shall  frequently  perceive  in  the  histoiy 
of  the  sons  of  Constantino  and  their  successors. 


CHAPTER  XIII. 

FROM  THE  COUNCIL  OF  NIC^EA  TO  THE  DEATH 

OF  CONSTANTINE. 

A.D.  826-827. 

rriHE  fiist  (Ecumenical  Council  met  at  Kicsea,  situated 
•^  near  the  imperial  palace  at  Nicomedi%  on  the 
nineteenth  of  Jime,  ajd  325.  Three  hundred  and  eighteen 
biflhops  represented  the  whole  of  Christendom.  Sylvester, 
the  aged  Bishop  of  Bome,  was  unable  to  encounter  the 
fatigues  of  the  journey,  and  was  represented  by  two  of 
his  priests.  Hosius,  Bishop  of  Cordova,  in  Spain,  the 
bosom  friend  of  the  emperor,  is  said  to  have  presided. 
Alexander  was,  of  course,  present^  and  was  attended  by 
his  de€ux)n,  the  great  Athanasius^  who  then  first  became 
known  to  £Eune. 

Until  the  arrival  of  the  empetor,  the  council  held  its 
sessions  in  the  cathedral ;  after  his  arrival,  in  the  imperial 
palace.  Constantine  attended,  clad  in  gold  and  purple, 
but  without  the  pomp  of  guards,  and  took  his  seat  modestly 
as  one  who  came  to.  hear,  not  to  judge. 

Before  this  imposing  assembly  thus  met^  in  reUance 
upon  His  promise^  Who  had  said  that  the  Holy  Spirit 
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should  guide  His  Church  into  all  truth,  Anus  was  per- 
sonally examined. 

He  plainly  stated,  in  the  course  of  his  replies,  (1)  that 
the  Son  of  God  was  a  creature ;  (2)  that  there  was  a  time 
when  He  did  not  exist ;  (3)  that  He  was  created  out  of 
nothing ;  (4)  that  He  might  have  sinned  against  God. 

The  assembly  cried  out  and  stopped  their  ears.  Still  it 
was  wisely  decided  that  the  question  should  not  be  settled 
by  mere  protest,  but  solemnly  discussed.  Accordingly 
Athanasius  and  others  exhibited  their  argumentative 
powers  on  behalf  of  the  trutL  Th^  Arians  and  Eusebians 
contrived  to  afl&x  a  heretical  meaning  to  every  scriptuial 
phrase,  even  evading  such  texts  as  ''  I  and  My  Father  are 
One,"  or  the  expression,  "  He  is  very  God,"  by  these  equi- 
vocal explanations. 

Only  one  word  could  not  be  evaded,  and  it  was  made 
the  test  of  orthodoxy.  It  was  the  "Homoousion"  express- 
ing the  words  in  our  English  creed,  "Being  of  one  evbstauM 
with  the  Father."  The  Arians  could  not  evade  this ;  and  a 
document  written  by  Eusebius,  of  Nicomedia,  pronounciiig 
it  inadmissible,  was  torn  up  by  the  council 

Then  the  Nicene  Creed,  containing  this  vwrd,  was  drawn 
up  as  far  as  the  words,  "  Whose  kingdom  shall  have  no 
end." 

Seventeen  Arisn  bishops  refused  to  sign  it;  but  all 
yielded  under  imperial  pressure  excepting  five;  for  the 
emperor  menaced  them  with  civil  penalties.  Three  of 
these,  including  Eusebius,  at  length  gave  way,  and  Alius 
had  but  two  episcopal  supporters  left,  who  were  banished 
with  him,  and  with  two  of  his  personal  Mends,  to  Hlyiia. 
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Acesius,  the  Novatian  bishop,  was  present,  by  the  desire 
of  Constantine,  at  the  counciL  The  ongin  of  this  sect  in 
the  days  of  Cyprian  has  already  been  related.  When  the 
council  was  over,  Constantine  asked  Acesius  why  he  would 
not  return  to  Catholic  unity.  He  replied  that  he  could 
not  swerve  from  the  rule  which  denied  absolution  to 
those  who  fell  into  mortal  sin  after  baptism.  ''Then  take  a 
ladder,"  said  Constantine, ''  and  go  to  heaven  alone." 

It  appears  from  authentic  records,  that  in  addition  to 
the  condemnation  of  Arius,  other  important  points  were 
determined  in  the  course  of  the  council.  (1.)  The  Paschal 
controversy  was  terminated  in  favour  of  the  practice 
generally  existing  in  the  West,  and  all  Churches  were 
ordered  to  keep  Easter  in  future  upon  the  Sunday  following 
the  fourteenth  day  of  the  first  moon  after  the  vernal 
equinox;  a  rule  still  regulating  that  important  festival. 
(2.)  The  troubles  Novatian  had  excited  by  opposing  the 
restoration  of  the  lapsed  to  the  commimion  of  the  Church 
were  appeased.  (3.)  The  Meletian  schism,  caused  originally 
by  the  deposition  of  Meletius  of  Lycopolis,.by  Peter  of 
Alexandria,  was  happily  terminated,  Meletius  being  ad- 
mitted to  communion,  and  allowed  to  retain  the  title 
without  the  powers  of  a  bishop,  while  his  clergy  were 
allowed  to  exercise  their  functions  after  the  canonical 
defects  in  their  ordination  had  been  supplied. 

The  decrees  of  the  council  were  now  despatched  to  all 
parts  of  Christendom,  and  were  received  with  universal 
joy.  Men  supposed  that  the  painful  struggle  was  over. 
The  cause  of  truth  had  triumphed,  and  Gregory  of  Armenia 
but  expressed  the  general  feeling  when,  receiving  the 
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Nicene  Creed,  he  exclaimed,  "Yea,  verily,  we  glorify  Him 
Who  was  before  all  worids,  adoring  the  Holy  Trinity  and 
the  One  Divinity  of  the  Father,  of  the  Son,  and  of  ihe 
Holy  Ghpst^  now  and  for  ever.    Amen." 

Thus  the  first  great  battle  which  the  Chnrch  had  to 
wage  for  the  doctrine  of  the  Incarnation  was  won;  and 
when  we  consider  the  importance  of  the  doctrine  at  stake, 
we  shall  not  wonder  that  men  thanked  God  so  earnestly 
for  Nicsea. 

For  some  time  after  the  council  Constantine  steadily 
pursued  the  course  he  had  inaugurated  at  Nicaea^  caring^ 
perhaps,  a  littU  for  truth,  and  much  more  for  peaca  He 
banished  Eusebius  of  Kicomedia,  and  another  bis^iop,  for 
communicating  with  the  heretics ;  and  even  condescended 
to  write  a  personal  letter  to  Arius,  in  which  he  ridiculed 
both  his  person  and  his  doctrines. 

About  the  year  326  his  mother,  the  pious  Helena^  made 
a  pilgrimage  to  Jerusalem,  to  satisfy  the  instinct  of  piety, 
by  visiting  the  scenes  of  the  earthly  life  and  sufferings  of 
the  Saviour.  The  jealousy  of  the  Pagans  had  raised  a 
huge  mound  of  earth  over  the  site  of  the  Holy  Sepulchie, 
and  had  erected  a  temple  to  Venus  upon  the  summit 

This  temple  Helena  caused  to  be  destroyed,  and  the 
mound  to  be  removed,  when  the  Holy  Sepulchre  was  again 
brought  to  light;  and,  according  to  a  tradition,  supported 
by  the  venerable  authority  of  S.  Cyril,  S.  Jerome,  S.  Ghiy- 
sostom,  and  S4  Ambrose,  the  three  crosses  of  Calvary  were 
also  discovered,  the  holy  wood  upon  which  the  Savixnir 
had  expiated  the  sins  of  the  world  being  distinguished, 
according  to  the  two  latter  Fathers,  by  its  title.    This 
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event  is  commemorated  in  our  Calendar  on  the  third  of 
May. 

A  gorgeous  Church  arose  around  the  Holy  Sepulchre  at 
the  imperial  cost,  while  other  Churches  were  founded  in 
the  city  in  honour  of  the  Crucifixion ;  at  Bethlehem,  in 
honour  of  the  Ifativity ;  and  in  the  Mount  of  Olives,  in 
honour  of  the  Ascension.  Another  was  founded  by  the 
imperial  order  at  Mamre,  where  the  mjrsterious  Three 
had  appeared  to  Abraham ;  while  the  Church-building  in 
Judsea  was  completely  eclipsed  by  the  activity  with  which 
similar  operations  were  carried  on  in  Bome,  where  basi- 
licas, or  law  courts,  had  been  converted  into  magnificent 
Churches ;  and  the  first  Church  of  S.  Peter  arose  on  the 
T'atican  hill  in  the  place  of  a  Temple  of  Apollo :  it  was 
richly  endowed  with  estates,  and  gorgeously  adorned. 

But  meanwhile  a  Christian  city,  destined  to  become 
the  chief  seat  of  the  empire,  had  arisen — N&m  Rome,  or 
Constantinople, 

No  trace  of  idolatry  was  to  be  found  in  this  purely 
Christian  city.  It  was  solemnly  dedicated  to  the  God  of 
Martyrs  in  the  May  of  330.  The  chief  ornament  of  the 
imperial  palace  was  a  cross  in  gold  and  gems,  while  the 
fountains  in  the  forum  were  surmounted  by  the  statue  of 
the  Good  Shepherd.  Its  principal  Church  was  dedicated 
to  the  Divine  Wisdom  (S.  Sophia).  It  has,  alas !  since 
become  a  Mahomedan  mosque,  and  the  city,  so  purely 
Christian  in  its  design,  is  the  stronghold  of  the  faith  of 
the  false  prophet. 

The  Boman  citizens  must  have  felt  very  much  aggrieved 
by  a  change  which  finally  deprived  Bome  of  its  exclusive 
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dignity;  yet  even  (hey  must  have  owned  that  Constanti- 
nople was  a  fitter  residence  for  a  prince,  whose  presence 
was  constantly  required  on  the  Euphrates  or  on  the 
Danube. 

As  might  have  been  expected,  the  conversion  of  the 
emperor  gave  a  great  impulse  to  the  spread  of  Christianity. 
Everywhere  multitudes  hastened  to  be  enrolled  as  cate- 
chumens.    Images    and    temples    were    destroyed,    and 
Churches  erected.  Two  noted  temples,  that  of  jEscuIapius 
in  ^gis,  and  that  of  Venus  near  Mount  Lebanon,  were 
uprooted  from  their  very  foundations  by  the  pious  zeal  of 
the  inhabitants.  Whole  cities,  in  some  instances,  embraced 
Christianity  with  common  consent;  as,  for  instance,  a 
port  of  Gaza,  called  Magima,  to  which,  in  recognition  of 
its  zeal,  the  emperor  gave  the  name  Constantina,  with 
more  substantial  tokens  of  his  favour.    So  that  there  may 
be  some  fear  that  the  progress  of  the  Faith  was  assisted 
by  the  prospect  of  earthly  as  well  as  eternal  rewards. 

"When  the  emperor  travelled,  or  while  he  was  upon  his 
campaigns,  a  movable  tent,  furnished  with  all  the  neces- 
sary accessories  of  Divine  service,  and  attendant  ministers, 
accompanied  him ;  and  conversions  in  the  army  were  of 
daily  occurrence  on  such  occasions. 

The  influence  of  the  emperor  was  felt  even  amongst  the 
savage  barbarians  of  the  frontier.  The  tribes  on  both  sides 
of  the  Ehine  embraced  Christianity;  the  Britons  and 
Gauls  rapidly  renounced  Pagan  superstition,  encouraged 
by  the  example  of  their  favourite  leader,  who  had  issued 
from  their  territory  to  conquer  the  empire  of  the  world. 
The  Iberians,  a  large  and  warlike  nation  beyond  AimeniBi 
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were  converted  through  the  instrumentality  of  a  captive 
maiden ;  and  their  sovereign,  in  consequence  of  the  miracu- 
lous dispersion  of  a  mist,  in  which  he  was  encircled,  made 
open  profession  of  the  Faith  of  Christ. 

But  a  painful  event,  which  happened  shortly  afterwards, 
embittered  the  declining  years  of  Constantine,  and  gave 
occasion  for  many  bitter  remarks  on  the  part  of  his  sub- 
jects. The  emperor  had  been  twice  married.  Minervina, 
his  first  wife,  the  obscure  but  lawful  object  of  his  youthful 
attachment^  dying,  left  one  son,  Crispus,  adorned,  if  we  may 
believe  the  historians,  with  every  virtue  which  should 
have  endeared  him  to  his  father's  heart.  The  second  wife 
of  Constantine  was  Fausta,  the  daughter  of  Maximian, 
and  she  proved  a  cruel  step-mother  to  the  unfortunate 
Crispus,  whom  she  doubtless  regarded  as  the  rival  of.  her 
own  children,  Constantine,  Constantius,  and  Constans. 

The  care  of  the  education  of  Crispus  was  entrusted  to 
Lactantius,  the  most  eloquent  of  the  Christian  orators,  a 
preceptor  admirably  qualified  to  form  the  character  and  to 
excite  the  virtues  of  his  pupil.  At  the  age  of  seventeen, 
Crispus  was  invested  with  the  title  of  Caesar,  and  the  ad- 
ministration of  the  Gallic  provinces,  where  he  displayed 
great  valour  in  repelling  German  invasions.  In  the  civil 
war  against  Licinius,  he  contributed  greatly  to  the  success 
of  his  father's  arms,  and  the  names  of  Constantine  and 
Crispus  were  associated  in  the  joyful  acclamations  which 
greeted  the  victors.  But  the  arts  of  his  step-mother 
working  upon  the  stern  jealousy,  which  was  the  weak 
point  in  the  character  of  Constantine,  led  the  emperor  to 
suspect  that  his  son  was  plotting  against  his  throne  and 
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his  life,  and  miserable  spies  and  informers  reported  and 
distorted  every  indiscreet  action  of  the  yonng  prince,  who 
was  already  pained  by  his  father's  cold  6Uid  suspidous 
behaviour.  When  the  twentieth  anniversary  of  the  ac- 
cession of  Constantino  took  place,  the  emperor  removed 
his  court  from  Nicomedia  to  Eome,  where  every  prepara- 
tion had  been  made  to  celebrate  the  festival. 

In  the  midst  of  the  rejoicings,  the  unfortunate  Crispas 
was  arrested  by  order  of  his  father.  The  examination  was 
short  and  private.  He  was  sent  imder  a  strong  gaard  to 
Pola,  in  Istria,  where  soon  afterwards  he  was  put  to  death, 
either  by  the  hand  of  the  executioner,  or  by  the  more 
gentle  operation  of  poison.  The  Caesar  Licinius,  a  youth 
of  amiable  manners,  was  involved  in  his  ruin,  and  the 
cruel  jealousy  of  Constantine  was  unmoved  by  the  prayen 
and  tears  of  his  favourite  sister,  the  widow  of  the  elder 
Licinius,  and  the  mother  of  the  unhappy  youth,  pleading 
for  the  life  of  her  son,  whose  rank  was  his  only  cnme, 
and  whose  loss  she  did  not  long  survive. 

The  whole  story  of  these  unhappy  princes  is  buried  in 
deep  obscurity,  with  such  secresy  were  the  trials  conducted. 
Eusebius,  in  his  life  of  the  emperor,  does  not  even  mention 
the  subject. 

Some  "historians  assure  us  that  the  remorse  of  the  em- 
peror, when  he  afterwards  discovered  the  false  foundations 
upon  which  the  charges  rested,  knew  no  bounds,  that  for 
forty  days  he  abstained  from  all  the  comforts  of  life,  and 
•erected  a  golden  statue  to  Crispus,  with  the  inscription— 
"  To  my  son,  whom  I  unjustly  condemned."  Others  assert 
that  he  atoned  for  the  judicial  murder  of  his  innocent  son 
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by  the  execution  of  the  guilty  step-mother,  his  wife ;  but 
even  this  rests  only  upon  slender  evidence.  The  future 
lives  of  the  sons  of  Fausta  caused  the  world  to  lament 
Crispus. 

Before  these  events  the  venerable  Alexander,  Bishop 
of  Alexandria,  had  departed  this  life,  and  within  a  few 
months,  Athanasius,  in  spite  of  his  real  reluctance  to  ac- 
cept the  dignity,  was  elected  his  successor  by  a  majority 
of  the  bishops  of  the  province,  notwithstanding  the  hatred 
of  those  who  sympathized  with  Arius.  This  took  place 
in  the  end  of  a.d.  326,  in  the  thirtieth  year  of  his  age. 

Within  two  years  the  Arian  troubles  revived  through 
the  influence  of  Constantia,  the  sister  of  the  emperor,  and 
widow  of  Licinius,  who  had  been  greatly  under  the  influ- 
ence of  Eusebius  of  Mcomedia,  by  whom  she  was  easily 
persuaded  that  Arius  had  been  unjustly  condemned. 

On  her  death-bed  she  impressed  the  same  belief  on  her 
brother,  and,  when  she  was  no  more,  he  summoned  Arius, 
and  his  friend,  the  deacon  Euzoius,  to  court.  They  were 
too  wise  to  profess  their  errors  in  the  same  unqualified 
terms  as  before ;  but  composed  a  creed  in  scriptural  lan- 
guage, which,  although  defective,  was  not  heretical,  so  that 
Constantino,  whose  theology  was  very  imperfect,  became 
satisfied  of  their  orthodoxy.  Eusebius  and  Theognis  were 
abo  recaUefl  from  exile ;  and  not  content  with  toleration, 
tried  at  once  to  imperil  the  security  of  Athanasius  and 
the  Catholics. 

They  made  the  most  false  and  unscrupulous  charges 
against  Eustathius,  Bishop  of  Antioch,  whom  they  accused 
of  grievous  crimes.    The  people  of  Antioch,  in  their  in- 
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dignation,  threatened  a  tumult,  and  Constantine  sent  the 
bishop  into  exile,  replacing  him  by  an  Arian. 

But  Athanasius  was  the  great  object  of  their  hatred,  and 
in  order  to  remove  him  from  his  see,  they  condescended  to 
such  base  measures  as  sufficiently  prove  the  badness  of 
their  cause,  having  recourse  to  the  most  unmitigated  lyii^ 
and  calumny. 

After  two  or  three  lesser  false  accusations  had  been 
successively  disproved,  they  stated,  that  whilst  a  schis- 
matical  minister,  named  Ischyras,  was  celebrating  the 
Holy  Mysteries  at  a  certain  village,  Athanasius  had  sent 
one  Macarius  to  throw  down  the  altar,  break  the  chalice, 
and  burn  the  sacred  books. 

The  answer  was  very  concise.  There  was  no  Church 
there ;  Ischyras  was  not  a  priest ;  there  was  no  celebration 
on  that  day ;  there  was  no  chalice  in  the  place ;  Ischyras 
was  ill  in  bed  on  the  day  in  question.  In  short,  the  whole 
statement  was  a  pure  fabrication. 

The  next  accusation  was  far  more  serious.  Athanasius 
had  murdered  a  Meletian  bishop  named  Arsenius,  and  had 
kept  possession  of  his  hand  for  magical  purposes,  and  they 
could  produce  the  dead  man's  hand  in  proof  of  their 
statement. 

A  council  met  at  Tyre  to  investigate  the  matter,  before 
which  Athanasius  was  compelled  to  appear,  with  the  threat 
that  otherwise  he  should  be  carried  there  by  force. 

He  appeared  in  company  with  forty-nine  Egyptian 
bishops.  Eusebius  of  Caesarea  sat  as  judge,  and  was  severely 
called  to  task  by  one  Potamon,  who  had  been  deprived  of 
an  eye  in  the  great  tenth  persecution. 
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"  Why  do  you,"  cried  Potamon,  "sit  there,  0  Eusebius, 
to  judge  the  innocent  Athanasius  ?  You  and  I  were  alike 
in  danger  in  the  Lord's  cause  during  the  persecution.  I 
lost  my  eye ;  teU  us,  how  did  you  escape  uninjured  ?"  No 
reply  was  returned  to  the  charge  thus  insinuated;  and 
amidst  the  applause  of  the  Arian  audience,  charge  after 
charge,  involving  the  grossest  falsehoods,  was  brought 
against  Athanasius,  and  the  excitement  of  the  court  cul- 
minated when,  amidst  cries  of  horror,  the  dead  man's  hand 
was  brought  in  in  a  box  and  exposed  to  view. 

Meanwhile  Athanasius  sat  perfectly  calm  amidst  the 
stonn  of  outcries  and  reproaches,  and  when  asked  for 
his  reply,  calmly  answered,  "  Do  any  of  you  know  Arse- 
nius?" 

"  Yes,"  was  the  reply,  "  we  Tcnefw  him  welL" 

A  witness  was  then  led  in,  muffled  in  a  large  cloak, 
which  being  removed,  the  living  Arsenius,  who  had  been, 
as  the  accusers  supposed,  safely  hidden  away  in  a  monas- 
tery of  Upper  Egypt,  stood  before  them ;  and  Athanasius, 
first  showing  one  hand,  then  the  other,  asked  whether  God 
had  given  the  man  a  third  hand  ? 

It  will  indeed  excite  the  surprise  of  the  reader  to  be 
informed  that  even  after  this  the  Arians  raised  the  cry, 
"Sorcery!  Sorcery!"  that  the  spectators  joined,  and  the 
civil  authorities  could  only  save  the  life  of  the  saint  by 
hurrying  him  on  board  a  ship,  which  shortly  afterwards 
sailed  for  Constantinople. 

After  he  was  gone  the  council  appointed  delegates  to 
collect  evidence  upon  the  spot  about  the  broken  chalice, 
aud,  after  new.  scenes  of  violence  and  perjury,  condemned 
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Athanadius  as  if  the  accusations  had  been  piN>ved,  and 
Arsenius  himself  signed  the  sentence. 

Meanwhile  Athanasius  sailed  for  Constantinople,  and 
the  bishops  proceeded  to  Jerusalem,  where  they  dedicated 
the  Church  of  the  Holy  Sepulchre,  and  solemnly  recognized 
Alius  and  his  companions,  admitting  them  to  conmiunion. 

On  his  arrival  at  Constantinople,  Athanasius  threw  him- 
self in  the  way  of  Constantine  in  the  midst  of  the  street, 
and  demanded  a. hearing  with  such  persistency,  that  the 
emperor  could  not  refuse  him,  prejudiced  although  he  was 
against  the  valiant  archbishop.  The  consequence  was,  that 
Constantine  summoned  the  bishops  who  had  condemned 
Athanasius  to  appear  before  him,  and  to  substantiate  the 
charges.  Most  of  them  fled  to  their  dioceses ;  but  six  of 
the  boldest,  with  Eusebius  of  Nicomedia,  and  his  name- 
sake, the  historian,  amongst  them,  came  to  court,  and 
dropping  their  former  charges,  which  they  knew  they 
could  not  substantiate,  accused  Athanasius  of  endeavour- 
ing to  prevent  the  departure  of  the  com  fleet  from  Alex- 
andria for  Constantinople.  They  took  the  emperor  on  his 
weak  side,  and  he  banished  Athanasius  to  Treves,  where 
the  Church  received  him  with  all  due  honour,  and  the 
government  afforded  him  maintenance. 

The  Arians  thought  they  had  gained  an  entire  victoiy, 
and  hastened  to  enjoy  its  fruits  by  requiring  Alexander, 
the  aged  Bishop  of  Constantinople,  to  admit  Alius  publicly 
to  communion.  The  emperor  afforded  them  his  support^ 
and  sent  his  commands  to  Alexander.  Eusebius  of  Nico- 
media  bore  them,  and  menaced  the  aged  saint  with  imme-^ 
diate  deposition  unless  he  consented  to  obey.    "  I  cannot^'' 
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was  the  reply.  "  Whether  you  consent  or  not,  to-morrow 
he  shall  receive  the  Communion/'  said  Eusehius.  It  was 
Saturday  evening. 

All  that  night  Alexander  lay  extended  in  an  agony  of 
supplication  before  the  Altar  of  his  Church.  "  Let  me  die 
rather  than  see  him'  brought  to  communion  to-morrow; 
but  in  mercy  to  Thy  Church  take  away  Arius,  take  me  or 
Arius  from  the  world.'* 

In  the  delirium  of  triumph  Arius  stalked  through  the 
city,  his  supporters  attending  him  with  shouts  of  triumph. 
He  was  in  the  highest  spirits ;  he  had  triumphed  over  the 
Nicene  Council  Suddenly,  in  the  midst  of  the  Foruin,  he 
was  seized  with  sudden  pain,  and  forced  to  withdraw  from 
his  friends  to  an  adjoining  place  at  the  back  of  the  Forum, 
Soon  after  a  faintness  came  over  him,  as  Socrates  relates, 
and  a  violent  internal  disease,  accompanied  by  a  copious 
hemorrhage,  caused  his  death  in  a  few  minutes,  to  the 
utter  confusion  and  horror  of  his  partizans. 

It  is  not  wonderful  that  the  Catholics  saw  in  this  solemn 
event  the  judgment  of  God. 

Shortly  after  this  event  Constantine  himself  drew  near 
his  end.  He  had  delayed  Baptism  up  to  this  moment 
from  a  worldly  dread  of  its  responsibilities ;  but  he  now 
asked  for  the  imposition  of  hands  customary  to  those 
who  became  catechumens;  and  after  the  usual  course  of 
instruction,  received  Baptism  from  the  hands  of  Eusebius 
of  Nicomedia.  He  said,  after  the  sacrament  had  been 
administered,  that  he  felt  supremely  happy.  ''No  words 
can  tell,"  he  exclaimed,  ''how  precious  is  the  gift  I  have 
received." 
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He  retained  the  white  robe  peculiar  to  the  newly-bap- 
tized diuing  the  short  period  of  life  yet  remaining  to  him, 
and  spent  the  whole  time  absorbed  in  contemplation  of  the 
great  change,  to  which  he  was  so  rapidly  hastening. 

Whitsuntide,  a.d.  337,  dawned  upon  him,  yet  living,  but 
they  perceived  that  his  end  drew  near,  and  they  gathered 
around  him.  During  the  morning  of  that  high  festival 
his  strength  slowly  ebbed,  and  at  noon  he  breathed  his  last 
without  a  struggle. 

They  laid  him  in  state  on  his  couch,  and  kept  the  body 
several  days,  during  which  his  oflScers  came  daily  to  see 
him,  and  to  render  him  homage  as  if  he  yet  lived.  It  was 
no  vain  fprmality ;  aU  felt  that  one  was  gone  whose  place 
would  be  filled  with  difficulty. 

They  buried  him  at  Constantinople,  in  the  magnificent 
Church  which  he  had  dedicated  to  "  The  Apostles."  He 
had  lived  sixty-five  years,  and  reigned  thirty-one,  in  al- 
most unbroken  prosperity,  saddened  only  by  domestic 
misfortunes. 

His  character  has  been  very  diversely  painted  by  Mends 
and  by  foes :  his  merits  were  conspicuous,  but  so  were  his 
failings. 

But  his  singular  chastity  and  continence — singular  in- 
deed in  so  corrupt  an  age — his  abhorrence  of  sensuality, 
render  him  a  startling  contrast  to  most  of  his  predecessors. 
It  is  greatly  to  be  regretted  that  he  was  seduced  to  favour 
the  Arian  cause  in  his  later  years ;  but  the  deceit,  which 
seemed  natural  to  the  Arians,  must  plead  his  best  excuse. 
Again  and  again  they  declared  their  innocence  of  the 
heresies  imputed  to  them,  even  when  in  private  they  most 


TO  THE  DEATH  OF  CONSTANTINE,  249 

steadfastly  maintaiifed  them.  Again  and  again  they  de- 
clared they  did  not  hold  the  doctrines  condemned  at 
Nicsea.  They  composed  creeds  so  fair  seeming,  that  a* 
more  acute  theologian  than  Constantino  might  easily  have 
been  deceived. 

Be  this  as  it  may,  his  name  will  never  be  forgotten  as 
that  of  the  First  Christian  Emperor;  the  hero  who  van- 
quished Maxentius,  and  bowed  his  victorious  neck  at  the 
feet  of  the  crucified  Nazarene ;  whose  glory  was  that  cross 
which  had  been  to  his  predecessors  the  very  symbol  of 
ignominy  and  shame. 


CHAPTER  XIV. 

THE  SONS  OF  CONSTANTINE. 
A.D.  337-361. 

TT  AEDLT  had  the  great  Constantine  been  buried  when 
a  plot  was  formed  to  destroy  many  who  had  been 
dear  to  him  by  the  ties  of  nature.  The  troops  dedaring 
that  none  but  the  sons  of  the  late  emperor  deserved  to 
bear  rule,  seized  and  imprisoned  his  half-brothers  and  the 
various  members  of  the  royal  family,  to  await  the  arrival 
of  Constantius ;  for  his  sons  had  not  been  with  their  dying 
father  in  the  last  moments  of  his  existence. 

Constantius  shortly  arrived ;  and  this  weak  and  vicious 
prince,  who  inherited  his  father's  vices  without  his  virtues, 
yielded  to  the  wishes  of  the  soldiery,  even  after  he  had 
pledged  his  word  for  the  safety  of  his  kinsmen.  A  general 
massacre  of  the  captives  ensued,  in  which  the  two  uncles 
and  the  seven  cousins  of  Constantius  perished,  besides 
several  other  of  his  relations;  so  that  of  the  whole  im- 
perial family  only  Gallus  and  Julian,  the  sons  of  Julius 
Constantius,  the  half-brother  of  the  late  emperor,  remained 
alive. 

The  three  sons  of  Constantine  proceeded  to  divide  the 
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empire.  Constantine^  the  eldest,  was  conceded  a  certain 
supremacy,  and  the  possession  of  the  imperial  city,  the 
Eastern  capital;  Gonstantius  obtained  Thrace  and  the 
East;  and  Constans,  Italy,  Africa,  and  the  Western  pro- 
vinces. 

The  three  princes  had  been  admitted  in  childhood  to  the 
rank  of  catechumens,  but  they  imitated  their  father  in 
their  delay  respecting  Baptism. 

The  same  Arian  Presbyter  who  had  procured  the  recall 
of  Arius,  having  been  entrusted  with  the  wiU  of  Constan- 
tine,  which  he  presented  to  Ck)nstantius,  gained  free  access 
to  the  palace,  and  the  chief  eunuch  of  the  imperial  bed-^ 
chamber,  whose  name  was  Eusebius,  was  induced  by  this 
Presbyter  to  receive  the  Arian  doctrine. 

Thence  the  poison  spread  throughout  the  palace,  until 
the  empress  caught  the  infection  through  her  favourite 
domestics.  Shortly  the  subject  was  introduced  to  the  em- 
peror himself,  and  amongst  the  imperial  attendants  and 
guards,  whence  it  reached  the  population  of  the  city,  so 
thai}  in  the  fiamily  of  each  citizen  there  was  a  war  of  con- 
troversy. 

At  this  moment  Athanasius  was  restored  to  his  bishopric 
by  Constantine  the  younger,  who  attributed  his  banish- 
ment to  Treves  to  Iiis  father's  wish  to  preserve  the  saint 
from  the  ferocity  of  his  foes,  and  seated  that  the  late 
Emperor  was  only  prevented  by  death  from  accomplishing 
his  purpose  of  restoring  Athanasius  in  person. 

Accordingly  Athanasius  resumed  his  see  amidst  the 
exultation  and  joy  of  the  population,  and  the  Arians 
also  resumed  their  plots  against  him. 
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At  the  beginning  of  the  year  a.d.  341,  they  met  in 
council  at  Antioch,  under  the  pretence  of  dedicating  a 
splendid  Church,  built  by  the  late  emperor.  There  they 
passed  a  canon,  unobjectionable  in  itself,  but  simply  aimed 
at  Athanasius,  to  the  eflFect,  that  any  bishop  deposed  by  a 
synod,  who  should  resume  it  without  the  sanction  of  the 
same  or  a  higher  synod,  should  thereby  forfeit  all  claims 
to  possession.  They  pretended,  of  course,  that  Athanasius 
had  been  legally  deposed  at  Tyre,  and,  therefore,  decreed 
that  the  see  of  Alexandria  was  vacant,  and  consecrated 
one  Gregory,  a  villanous  Cappadocian,  to  the  post,  who 
proceeded  to  take  possession  with  the  aid  of  a  militaiy 
force.  Violent  outrages  were  committed,  and  Athanasius 
driven  to  take  refuge  in  Bome. 

Meanwhile  the  Arians  were  employed  in  drawing  up 
various  creeds.  They  compiled  four  at  Antioch  in  place 
of  the  simple  Nicene  formula ;  and,  before  the  reign  of 
Constantius  was  ended,  had  achieved  the  fabrication  of 
nearly  twenty,  their  object  being  generally  to  outwit  the 
Catholics  by  words  capable  of  a  double  meaning,  which 
they  could  interpret  in  their  own  sense. 

The  outrages  committed  at  Alexandria  were  surpassed 
at  Constantinople.  The  aged  Alexander  was  no  more,  and 
Paul  had  been  elected  to  succeed  him.  The  Airians  oon* 
trived  to  trump  up  various  charges  against  the  bishop 
elect,  and  expelling  him,  gave  the  see  to  Eusebius  of  Nice- 
media,  who  held  it  till  his  death,  in  342,  deprived  the 
Arians  of  their 'most  able  and  unscrupulous  partizan. 

Upon  his  death  the  Catholics  elected  Paul,  the  Arians 
Macedonius.    Fearful  scenes  of  violence  took  place,  and 
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Constantius  sent  a  military  force  to  subdue  the  tumult, 
with  no  better  result  than  the  murder  of  its  commander. 
Thereupon  the  emperor  himself  appeared  on  the  scene,  and 
the  disturbance  ended  in  the  banishment  of  Paul  and  the 
installation  of  Macedonius  e^midst  a  tumult,  wherein  three 
thousand  persons  were  trampled  to  death  or  slain  by  the 
soldiers.  The  Arians  held  the  see  for  nearly  forty  years, 
with  the  exception  of  a  brief  period  of  two  years,  during 
which  the  unhappy  Paul  regained  possession  only  to  be 
banished  to  Armenia,  where,  after  being  long  deprived  of 
food,  he  was  cruelly  strangled. 

At  the  end  of  three  years  from  the  expulsion  of  Athan- 
asius,  during  which  he  had  gained  the  unqualified  support 
of  Julius  and  the  Boman  clergy,  he  was  summoned  to  the 
court  of  Milan  by  the  emperor  Constans,  who  professed 
a  most  lively  regard  for  the  Catholic  Faith.  Under  his 
influence,  a  council  was  held  at  Sardica^  on  the  verge  of 
the  dominions  of  Constantius,  where  ninety-four  bishops 
of  the  Western  encountered  seventy-six  of  the  Eastern 
Churches. 

The  Eastern  bishops  had  been  accustomed  to  rely  upon 
the  aid  of  the  civil  power  to  coerce  their  opponents,  and 
when  they  found  that  there  was  simply  a  clear  field  and 
no  favour  in  store  for  them,  refused  to  attend  the  sessions, 
but  shut  themselves  up  in  the  palace,  and  declared  they 
would  not  sit  in  company  with  "  that  sacrilegious  chalice- 
breaker,  the  crafty  Athanasius."  Meanwhile  the  Western 
bishops  were  proceeding  to  discuss  the  state  of  affairs,  and 
many  prelates  hfid  sad  tales  to  tell  of  Arian  violence,  while 
a  letter  from  Alexandria  moved  the  assembly  even  to  tears. 
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The  Eastern  bishops,  who  were  nearly  all  Arians,  there- 
upon withdrew  over  the  border  to  Philippolis,  re-affirmed 
the  excommunication  of  Athanasius,  and  included  the 
Bishops  of  Rome,  Cordova,  Treves,  and  Sardica  in  their 
anathemas,  calling  themselves  the  Holy  Council  of  Sar- 
dica with  brazen  effrontery.  Meanwhile  the  true  council 
stood  manfully  by  Athanasius,  excommunicated  eleven  of 
the  chief  Arians,  and  signed  a  decree  in  favour  of  the  per- 
secuted Bishop  of  Alexandria,  to  which  nearly  two  hundred 
additional  episcopal  signatures  were  afterwards  attached. 
Thus  Athanasius,  received  as  a  saint  in  the  West,  was 
regarded  as  a  criminal  in  the  East. 

So  warmly,  however,  did  Constans  sympathize  with  him, 
that  he  at  once  requested  his  brother  Constantius  to  com- 
ply with  the  decision  of  the  Western  bishops,  signifying 
that  if  his  application  failed,  he  would  himself,  with  a 
fleet  and  an  army,  restore  the  archbishop  to  the  throne  of 
Alexandria. 

But  such  a  necessity  was  averted,  and  the  Emperor  of  the 
East  hastened  to  seek  a  pretended  reconciliation  with  the 
subject  he  had  injured,  assuring  Athanasius,  in  three 
successive  epistles,  of  his  esteem,  and  dispatching  strict 
instructions  to  Egjrpt  to  restore  the  adherents  of  his  cause 
to  their  rights  and  privileges.  Athanasius  accordingly 
returned  to  Egypt  through  Thrace,  Asia,  and  Syria.  At 
Antioch  he  saw  his  imperial  master,  and  received  with 
modesty  his  embraces  and  protestations,  evading  the 
request  that  one  Church  might  be  given  to  the  Arians  at 
Alexandria,  by  requiring  a  similar  indulgence  for  the  Ca- 
tholics at  Antioch,  which  the  Arians  would  not  concede. 
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His  entry  into  Alexandria  was  a  triumphal  procession. 
His  authority  was  firmly  established,  and  his  fame  diffused 
from  Ethiopia  to  Britain. 

If  the  emperor  had  desired  the  death  of  the  most  ex- 
alted of  the  laity  of  the  empire,  no  resistance  could  have 
been  offered  to  his  despotic  wilL  The  difficulty  which  he 
found  in  condemning  Athanasius,  whom  he  really  hated, 
shows  what  a  great  power  Christianity  had  already  become 
in  the  Eoman  world,  and  how,  as  Gibbon  acknowledges,  it 
had  revived  a  sense  of  freedom  in  the  Eoman  people. 

But  a  most  unhappy  chance  deprived  Athanasius  of  his 
chief  protector,  the  Emperor  of  the  West.  One  Magnen- 
tins,  a  Frank,  who  commanded  the  imperial  guards,  plotted 
against  his  master,  and  while  Constans  was  enjoying  the 
pleasures  of  the  chase  near  the  city  of  Autun,  in  Gaul, 
gave  a  great  entertainment  to  the  principal  officers  of  the 
army.  Near  midnight  the  host  appeared  clad  in  the  im- 
perial purple,  and  was  saluted  emperor  by  those  in  the 
secret,  while  the  remainder,  taken  by  surprise,  joined  in 
the  acclamations.  Immediate  measures  were  taken  to 
secure  the  person  of  Constans,  but  he  obtained  tidings 
while  yet  in  the  forest,  and  rode  for  Spain.  He  was, 
however,  overtaken  at  the  foot  of  the  Pyrenees,  when  a 
few  more  hours  would  have  placed  him  in  safety,  dragged 
from  a  Church  to  which  he  fled  for  refuge,  and  put  to 
death. 

The  Pagan  historians  speak  ill  of  Constans ;  but  Athan- 
asius testifies  to  his  Christian  spirit;  and  it  is  said  of 
him,  that  he  never  attempted  either  to  overawe  a  synod  of 
the  Church,  or  to  persecute  those  with  whom  he  disagreed. 
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He  was  a  baptized  Catholic,  his  brother  ConstantLus  an 
tmbaptized  Arian. 

The  death  of  Constans  was  avenged  upon  his  murderer 
by  his  brother  Constantius,  after  a  very  severe  and  pro- 
tracted struggle.  Magnentius  was  finally  defeated  at  the 
bloody  battle  of  Mursa,  on  September  28,  a.d.  351.  Con- 
stantius, leaving  the  conmiand  to  his  generals,  spent  the 
day  in  prayer  in  a  neighbouring  Church,  and  Valens,  tie 
Arian  bishop  of  the  place,  having  learned  the  result  of  tiie 
battle  through  a  chain  of  scouts,  announced  it  to  him 
as  the  revelation  of  an  angel,  thus  gaining  great  and  pe^ 
manent  influence  over  the  weak  emperor.  The  usurper, 
after  a  lingering  struggle,  slew  himself  at  Lyons. 

Secure  in  the  possession  of  the  supreme  power  over  the 
whole  civilized  world,  Constantius  hesitated  no  longer  to 
pursue  his  designs  for  the  destruction  of  Athanasius  and 
the  Catholic  Faith. 

A  council  was  held  at  Aries,  where  the  emperor  insisted 
in  vain  upon  the  condemnation  of  Athanasius;  which 
request  was  evaded  by  Liberius,  Bishop  of  Bome,  by  an 
urgent  request  that  a  free  council  should  be  held  at  Milan. 
But  the  danger  was  only  postponed,  not  removed.  A 
council  of  nearly  three  hundred  bishops  was  held  at  Milan, 
wherein  the  deceit  and  trickery  of  the  Arians,  and  the 
coarse  tyranny  of  the  emperor,  who  overawed  the  meeting 
by  his  personal  presence,  attended  by  an  armed  force,  led 
to  the  condemnation  of  Athanasius,  and  the  toleration  of 
the  Arian  heresy.  When  it  was  objected  that  the  acts 
required  of  the  council  exceeded  their  legitimate  power, 
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Constantius  replied,  "  Whatever  I  will  is  to  be  esteemed  a 
canon.  Such  is  the  case  with  the  bishops  of  Syria."  It  is 
easy  to  infer  how  the  Arians  gained  their  great  ascendency- 
over  his  weak  but  violent  temperament. 

A  general  persecution  followed.   Many  Catholic  bishops 
were  sent  into  exile,  and  their  places  filled  by  Arians.     It 
seemed  as  if  the  days  of  Decius  had  returned.    The 
punishments  of  death,  exile,  and  confiscation  were  inflicted 
with  great  rigour.  Branding  with  hot  irons  and  formidable 
'weapons  became  the  familiar  expedients  of  the  Arians. 
Desperate  conflicts  took  place,  so  that  the  churches  were 
stained  with  blood.  Baptism  and  Communion  were  forced 
"by  the  Arians  upon  their  opponents,  the  very  mouths  of 
the  communicants  being  distended  for  the  latter  purpose 
by  some  wooden  contrivance,  while  the  breasts  of  recalci- 
trant virgins  were  burnt  by  red-hot  egg-shells,  or  inhumanly 
compressed  between  sharp  boards.    A  large  district  of 
Paphlagonia  was  inhabited  by  the  Novatians,  who,  differing 
from  the  Catholics  but  in  questions  of  discipline,  were 
equally  obnoxious  to  the  Arians.    The  peasantry  resisted 
the  troops  who  were  sent  by  Macedonius  upon  a  mission 
to  convert  them  to  Arianism.    The  Novatians  were  vic- 
torious, and  four  thousand  of  the  soldiers  were  left  dead 
upon  the  field  of  battle.    Whole  troops  of  Catholics  and 
Novatians  were  in  consequence  slaughtered  in  the  pro- 
vinces, and  many  towns  and  villages  laid  waste  and 
utterly  destroyed. 

The  fate  of  liberius  of  Rome  was  a  very  sad  one.  It 
was  not  martyrdom  in  the  common  sense  of  the  word.  It 
would  have  been  far  better  for  him  had  it  been. 

s 
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When  Constantius,  swayed  by  his  Arian  eunuchs,  who 
ruled  the  empire,  had  pronounced  his  exile  for  refusing  to 
join  in  the  condemnation  of  Athanasius,  the  fear  they 
entertained  of  a  tumult  led  them  to  take  great  precautions 
in  the  execution  of  the  sentence.  The  capital  was  invested 
on  every  side,  and  the  prefect  of  the  city  commanded  to 
seize  the  person  of  the  bishop  at  all  hazards. 

The  order  was  obeyed.  Liberius  was  seized  at  midnight, 
and  conveyed  from  the  city  before  his  faithful  flock  couH 
suspect  his  danger.  When  they  found  he  was  gone,  tliek 
consternation  developed  into  rage ;  and  when  they  further 
heard  that  he  was  banished  into  Thrace,  clergy  and  peopk 
bound  themselves  by  an  oath  never  to  desert  their  bishop, 
or  to  acknowledge  the  usurper  Felix,  whom  the  Arians  had 
chosen  to  be  bishop  of  Bome,  and  had  consecrated,  not  in 
a  church,  but  in  the  palace. 

Two  years  passed  away,  and  still  the  flock  remained 
faithful;  so  that  when  Constantius  visited  Some,  the 
wives  and  daughters  of  the  citizens  besieged  him  with 
intreaties  to  restore  their  bishop.  His  answer  was  publidy 
read  in  the  amphitheatre.  Felix  and  Liberius  should 
reign  together. 

But  this  did  not  suit  the  wishes  of  the  people,  and  thejr 
cried  with  one  voice,  "  One  Gk>d,  one  Christ,  one  bishop.* 
Their  zeal  found  vent  in  such  tumults  that  Constantins 
determined  to  entice  liberias  to  some  act  of  submission  if 
possible,  and  in  that  case  to  restore  him. 

He  succeeded  but  too  welL  Liberius  was  led  to  write  to 
the  Orientals :  "  I  do  not  defend  Athanasius ;  I  have  been 
convinced  he  was  justly  condemned."    Adding  that  he 
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accepted  the  Catholic  Faith  of  the  OrierUah;  i,e.  a  semi- 
Arian  creed. 

S.  Hilary,  who  transcribes  his  letter,  comments  thus 
upon  it :  **  This  is  the  perfidious  Arian  Faith.  Anathema 
to  thee,  liberius." 

He  was  restored  to  his  bishopric,  and  thus  in  the  latter 
part  of  the  year  357  the  Roman  See  lost  the  purity  of  its 
faith. 

The  fall  of  Hosius  of  Cordova,  the  aged  bishop  who 
had  presided  at  Nicsea,  the  friend  of  the  great  Constantine, 
is  yet  more  sad. 

After  the  Council  of  Milan,  he  declared  himself  ready 
to  suffer  under  Constantius  as  his  predecessors  had  suffered 
under  that  emperor's  grandfather,  Maximian,  and  in  the 
presence  of  the  tyrant  asserted  the  innocence  of  the  great 
bishop.  Banished  to  Beroea,  in  Thrace,  he  even  returned  the 
money  sent  for  his  journey,  saying  that  the  emperor  and  his 
eunuchs  would  want  it  to  pay  their  soldiers  and  bishops. 
But  his  resolution  gave  way  beneath  want  and  exile, 
during  which  he  was  repeatedly  and  savagely  beaten,  and 
even  placed  upon  the  rack,  although  a  hundred  years  of 
age.  Broken  in  body,  and  probably,  as  we  must  remember, 
weakened  and  impaired  in  mind  by  reason  of  his  sufferings 
and  his  great  age,  he  signed  an  Arian  creed  at  Sirmiumy 
and  was  sent  home  to  die.  He  survived  two  years,  during 
which  he  never  knew  peace  of  mind,  and  with  his  last 
breath  retracted  his  signature.  It  would  be  the  mark  of 
a  very  severe  disposition  to  judge  the  aged  prelate  harshly. 
We  may  reserve  our  indignation  for  the  persecutors. 

About  the  same  time  S.  Cyril  of  Jerusalem,  whose 
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episcopate  dated  from  the  year  349,  was  deposed  by 
an  Arian  synod  summoned  by  Acacius  of  Csesarea  on  the 
ground  that  he  had  sold  the  ornaments  of  the  Church  to 
provide  food  for  the  poor.  The  true  motive  was,  that, 
although  ordained  by  the  Arians,  he  confessed  the  CathoUc 
Faith ;  for  although  he  did  not  use  the  Nicene  terminology 
in  its  fulness,  yet  his  real  orthodoxy  was  too  manifest  to 
please  them.  It  is,  however,  to  be  regretted  that  in  the 
weary  exile  which  followed  he  yielded  somewhat  to  the 
sophistry  of  the  semi- Arians.  He  was  indeed  one  of  those 
of  whom  Athanasius  said,  "  Their  hearts  are  with  us ;  they 
are  brethren  who  mean  what  we  mean,  but  express  it  in 
different  words."  And  in  this  light  we  must  look  upon  his 
difi&culty  with  regard  to  the  test-word,  Homoousion. 

After  the  submission  of  liberius  and  Hosius  the  whole 
fury  of  the  Arians  fell  upon  the  great  Athanasius,  whose 
immortal  name,  says  Gibbon,  will  never  be  disjoined  from 
the  Catholic  doctrine  of  the  Trinity,  to  the  defence  of 
which  he  consecrated  every  moment  and  every  faculty  of 
his  being.  It  was  not  till  the  Latin  bishops  deserted  him 
that  Constantius  ventured  upon  the  final  measures  for  his 
destruction. 

The  popularity  of  Athanasius  was  so  great  at  Alexandiia 
that  the  civil  power  in  Egypt  was  inadequate  to  the  task 
Constantius  would  impose  upon  it,  and  therefore  the 
legions  of  the  Upper  Nile  and  of  Libya  were  ordered  to 
advance  by  forced  marches,  and  to  surround  the  city. 
Arriving,  they  were  introduced  by  night  into  the  capital, 
before  the  citizens  suspected  danger,  or  could  take  up  arms. 

At  the  hour  of  midnight,  Syrianus,  the  Eoman  governor, 
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accompanied  by  no  less  than  five  thousand  soldiers,  armed 
and  prepared  for  any  emergency,  surrounded  the  church 
of  S.  Theonas,  where  Athanasius,  with  a  large  congregation 
of  clergy  and  laity,  were  keeping  a  vigil  preparatory  to  a 
general  Communion. 

The  archbishop,  with  perfect  calmness,  bade  the  deacon 
read  the  136th  Psalm,  and  the  people  to  chant  the  refrain, 
**  For  His  mercy  endureth  for  ever,"  when  the  doors  yielded 
lo  the  impetuosity  of  the  attack.  A  loud  shout  was 
followed  by  a  deadly  discharge  of  arrows.  The  swords 
flashed  in  the  light  of  the  lamps,  while  the  soldiers  tram- 
pled all  under  foot,  in  their  eagerness  to  seize  the  person 
of  the  archbishop.  But  in  their  blind  fury  they  defeated 
their  own  purpose,  and  sought  in  vain  in  the  tumult  for 
the  object  of  their  hatred,  whose  flock,  in  their  devotion, 
impeded  the  search  at  the  sacrifice  of  life  or  limb.  The 
other  churches  of  the  city  were  profaned  by  similar 
outrages;  and  for  at  least  four  months  Alexandria  was 
exposed  to  all  the  insults  of  a  licentious  army.  Many  of 
the  Faithful  were  killed ;  bishops  and  priests  treated  with 
crael  ignominy;  viigins  stripped,  scourged,  and  violated; 
the  houses  of  wealthy  citizens  plundered;  lust,  avarice, 
and  private  revenge,  all  gratified  under  the  name  of 
religion. 

Pagans  and  Arians  joined  together  to  commit  these 
cruel  outrages ;  burning  altars,  and  actually  singing  hymns 
to  the  heathen  deities  within  the  desecrated  sanctuaries ; 
while  the  Pagans  rejoiced  that  Gonstantius  had,  as  they 
supposed,  become  a  Pagan  himself,  and  they  searched  even 
the  sepulchres  to  discover  the  retreat  of  Athanasius. 
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Meanwhile  the  Catholics  wrote  to  Constantius  to  know 
whether  all  this  was  done  by  his  authority ;  to  which  he 
boldly  replied  that  it  was,  and  that  all  the  churches  in  the 
city  must  be  given  up  to  the  Arian  successor  of  Athana- 
sius^  the  infamous  George  of  Cappadoda,  who  had  made 
his  fortune  by  cheating  the  army,  which  he  suppUed  with 
bacon,  and  who,  being  consecrated  by  the  Arians,  arrived 
in  the  Lent  of  356,  as  his  like-minded  predecessor,  Gregoiy, 
had  arrived  in  the  Lent  of  341. 

In  his  blind  and  passionate  epistle,  Constantius  likened 
himself  to  the  great  Alexander,  the  founder  of  the  cify; 
expatiated  upon  the  piety  and  virtue  of  the  most  reverend 
George ;  and  congratulated  the  populace  on  their  delivery 
from  that  tyrant  Athanasius,  who  by  his  flight  had  con- 
fessed his  guilt,  and  escaped  the  ignominious  death  he  had 
deserved.  •    • 

Athanasius  had  withdrawn  into  the  wilderness  until  this 
tyranny  should  be  overpast.  On  the  memorable  night 
when  the  church  of  S.  Theonas  was  invested  by  the 
imperial  troops,  seated  upon  his  throne  in  the  sanctuary, 
he  had  awaited,  with  calm  and  intrepid  dignity,  the  ap- 
proach of  death.  Even  when  the  gleam  of  the  armour 
reflected  the  ''holy  luminaries  which  burnt  around  the- 
altar,''  he  nobly  refused  to  desert  his  station  till  his  peoj^ 
were  safe.  The  lights  must  have  been  extinguished  in  the 
tumult ;  for  although  he  was  thrown  to  the  ground  by  the 
pressure  of  the  throng,  he  left  the  church  unrecognized, 
and  eluded  the  eager  search  of  the  soldiers,  who  had  been 
assured  that  the  head  of  Athanasius  was  the  most  accept- 
able present  they  could  offer  to  the  emperor.    From  that 


THE  SONS  OF  CONSTANTINE.  263 

moment  he  disappeared  from  the  eyes  of  his  enemies  for 
the  speu^e  of  six  whole  years. 

The  despotic  power  of  his  in^)erial  adversary  filled  the 
whole  civilized  world ;  and  even  the  Christian  princes  of 
Ethiopia  were  implored  by  letter  to  aid  in  the  search  for 
Athanasius. 

It  would  have  been  almost  impossible  for  a  political 
fugitive  to  have  escaped  the  pressing  search  now  instituted. 
Prefects,  tribunes,  whole  armies  were  employed,  immense 
rewards  were  offered  for  his  person,  alive  or  dead,  but  all 
in  vain. 

At  this  time  the  deserts  of  the  Thebaid  were  populated 
by  devout  men,  who,  following  the  example  and  guidance 
of  the  great  Antony,  had  found  a  refuge  from  the  tempta- 
tions of  the  world  amidst  the  beasts  of  the  desert.  But 
two  years  before  this,  Antony,  the  very  story  of  whose  life, 
as  told  by  Athanasius,  was  instrumental  in  the  conversion 
of  the  great  S.  Augustine,  had  seen  a  vision  of  mules 
kicking  at  the  Tables  of  the  Lord,  by  which  the  Arian 
persecution  was  foretold  to  him ;  and  just  before  the  scene 
in  the  church  of  S.  Theonas  the  news  of  his  death  was 
brought  to  Alexandria.  Still  many  holy  men  were  left 
who  had  fotinded  communities — Macarius,  Pambo,  Theo- 
dore, and  Stephen,  who,  while  he  was  suffering  amputa- 
tion of  the  leg,  continued  patiently  to  weave  palm  leaves 
into  a  basket,  reminding  his  brethren  that  what  God  wills 
must  come  to  a  good  end.  To  these  quiet  sanctuaries 
Athanasius  fled.  They  were  to  him  as  the  hill  of  Zion, 
whereon  fell  the  dew  of  Hermon,  so  sweet  was  their  calm 
repose  to  his  wearied  spirit. 
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The  numerous  disciples  of  Antony  and  Fachomius  re- 
ceived him  as  their  father,  admired  the  patient  humility 
with  which  he  conformed  to  their  institutions,  collected 
every  word  which  fell  from  his  lips  as  the  words  of  inspired 
wisdom,  and  braved  every  danger  in  the  cause  of  truth 
and  innocence.  Their  monasteries  were  situate  in  lonely 
and  desolate  places  on  the  slopes  of  the  Libyan  mountains, 
the  islands  of  the  Upper  NUe,  or  in  the  verdant  oases  which 
formed  islands  of  verdure  in  the  sea  of  sand.  The  signal 
of  the  sacred  trumpet  assembled  thousands  of  these  devoted 
monks  and  hermits  for  mutual  worship,  or  such  self-defence 
as  their  rule  permitted.  Amongst  this  well-disciplined 
and  uniform  multitude  the  archbishop  was  lost,  and  on  the 
near  approach  of  danger  was  removed  from  oasis  to  oasis, 
from  monastery  to  monastery,  till  his  enemies,  who  several 
times  thought  they  had  him  within  their  very  grasp,  im- 
puted  his  repeated  disappearance  to  magic  acts. 

This  retirement,  which  ended  only  with  the  life  of  Con- 
stantius,  was  spent  for  the  most  part  in  the  society  of  the 
monks,  who  were  his  guards,  his  secretaries,  and  his  messen- 
gers ;  but  the  importance  of  maintaining  a  correspondence 
with  the  leaders  of  the  Catholic  party  tempted  In'm  once 
or  twice  into  the  city  itself,  where  his  very  life  was  in  the 
utmost  danger.     His  various   adventures  have   all  tiie 

■ 

charm  of  romance.  Once  hidden  in  a  cave,  to  which  tiie 
soldiers  followed  him,  the  web  which  a  spider  spun 
over  the  entrance  convinced  the  foe  that  he  could  not  be 
liidden  there. 

Once  he  escaped  their  pressing  search,  while  in  the  city, 
by  hiding  in  a  dry  cistern,  which  retreat  he  had  scarcely 


THE  SONS  OF  CONSTANTINE.  265 

left  before  his  foes  were  guided  to  the  spot  by  a  treacherous 
slave ;  indeed,  so  constant  were  his  escapes,  that  he  might 
well  believe  himself  under  the  protection  of  a  special 
providence. 

Yet  such  was  his  noble  daring,  that,  adventuring  his  life 
in  the  midst  of  his  foes,  he  tells  us  that  he  saw,  in  person, 
the  Councils  of  Eimini  and  Seleucia,  held  during  his  dis- 
appearance. 

From  the  depths  of  those  inaccessible  retreats,  which  the 
popular  imagination  peopled  with  savage  beasts,  and  yet 
more  awful  demons,  he  waged  an  unintermitting  war  against 
the  Arians ;  and  his  writings,  which  from  time  to  time  ap- 
peared, animated  yet  more  the  determination  of  his  foes 
to  seize  him  alive  or  dead,  and  stimulated  their  bafiKed 
rage  to  frenzy ;  but  especially  when  fresh  epistles  justly 
reproached  Constantius  as  the  murderer  of  his  family,  the 
tyrant  of  his  country,  and  the  Antichrist  of  the  Church, 
and  warned  him  to  anticipate  the  judgment  of  God. 

Meanwhile  the  cruelties  of  the  Arians  at  Alexandria 
never  ceased,  but  grew  worse  imder  the  personal  direction 
of  the  infamous  George.  On  the  Sunday  after  Pentecost, 
the  Faithftd,  banished  the  Churches,  had  assembled  in  a 
cemetery  without  the  city,  when  the  governor,  Sebastian, 
at  the  instigation  of  this  Arian  bishop,  fell  upon  them  with 
three  thousand  soldiers,  and  inflicted  the  most  cruel  tor- 
tures upon  both  men  and  women,  the  savages  gnashing 
their  teeth  as  the  victims  called  upon  Christ.  Athanasius 
tells  us  that  the  Arians  sat  around  the  tombs  to  prevent 
the  burial  of  their  victims. 

The  Arians  appeared  to  be  everywhere  triumphant ;  but 
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internal  dissensions,  hitherto  very  skilfully  concealed,  now 
made  their  appearance. 

There  may  be  said  to  have  been  three  principal  parties 
amongst  the  Arians.  First,  the  semi-Arians,  or  Homoi- 
ousians,  who,  accepting  the  evasive  creeds  their  fathers 
had  drawn  up  in  a  better  and  truer  sense  than  their 
framers  had  intended,  differed  only  from  the  Catholics  in 
denying  the  identity,  while  they  admitted  the  likenMSS^  of 
Substance  in  the  Father  and  the  Son.  These  men  Athana- 
sius  spoke  of  as  brethren  whose  hearts  were  in  the  right 
place,  although  not  formally  orthodox. 

Secondly  came  the  Eunomians,  or  Anomoeans,  who 
carried  the  principles  of  Arius  to  their  extreme  logical 
results,  and  maintained  that  the  Son,  as  being  created, 
was  necessarily  unlike  the  Father  in  all  things,  and  only 
knew  His  will  as  revealed  through  His  works.  A  necessary 
corollary  of  this  doctrine  was  the  denial  of  the  Sacramental 
system  of  the  Church. 

Thirdly  may  be  mentioned  the  Acacians ;  so  calleii  from 
their  leader,  Acacius  of  Caesarea.  They  had  no  definite 
principles.  Agreeing  with  the  Anomoeans  when  it  was 
safe  to  do  so,  they  took  shelter  with  the  semi-Arians  in 
time  of  danger.  They  rejected  on  aU  possible  occasions 
both  the  Homoousion,  "  being  of  the  same  substance,"  and 
the  Homoiousion,  "being  of  like  substance"  (with  the 
Father). 

The  leaders  of  the  semi-Arians,  to  which  party  the 
emperor  himself  belonged,  were  Basil  of  Ancyra  and 
George  of  Laodicea,  and  nearly  the  whole  of  the  Eastern 
Bishops  shared  their  belief.  The  leaders  of  the  Anomceans 
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were  Aetius  and  bis  pupil  Eunomius,  from  whom  their 
followers  were  frequently  called  "Aetians"  and  "Euno- 
mians."  Acacius  of  Csesarea  gave,  as  we  have  seen,  his 
name  to  the  third  party. 

In  the  year  359  the  semi-Arians  besought  Constantius 
to  summon  a  council  to  decide  all  these  points  of  dispute ; 
but  the  Acacians,  who  loved  darkness  rather  than  light, 
being  unable  to  prevent  such  a  council  being  summoned, 
contrived  to  divide  it,  so  that  they  might  bring  all  their 
influence  to  bear  upon  each  portion  separately.  They  pre- 
vailedy  insomuch  that  the  Western  Bishops  were  sum- 
moned to  meet  at  Ariminum,  and  the  Easterns  at  Seleucia, 
ten  deputies  from  each  council  afterwards  having  to  meet 
in  the  presence  of  Constantius. 

Four  hundred  and  fifty  bishops  assembled  at  Ariminum, 
in  May  (a.d.  359) ;  and  the  Acacians  drew  up  for  them  a 
creed  in  which  the  Son  was  declared  to  be  "like  the 
Father  in  all  things  according  to  the  Scriptures."  It  is 
manifest  that  both  the  Homoousion  and  the  Homoiousion, 
being  thus  avoided,  each  party  might  sign  the  creed, 
affixing  its  own  sense  to  it.  For  a  long  time  the  bishops 
at  Ariminum  hesitated.  At  last,  yielding  to  the  combined 
influence  of  the  court  and  the  crafty  Acacians,  they  signed 
the  defective  creed,  and  returned  home  to  ponder  at  their 
leisure  upon  the  meaning  of  the  act.  The  whole  world, 
says  S.  Jerome,  groaned  to  find  itself  Arian.  The  bishops, 
returning  home,  fathomed  the  depths  of  Arian  subtlety, 
and  repudiated  the  creed  they  had  signed.  The  Eastern 
Council  met  at  Seleucia^  in  September,  where  S.  Hilary 
of    Poictiers,    who    had   been    banished    into    Phrygia, 
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was  present  to  take  part  in  the  deliberations  ;  but  it  was 
dissolved  in  utter  confusion.  Both  semi-Arians  and 
Acacians  refused  any  compromise,  and  the  case  was  finally 
referred,  after  the  Arian  fashion,  to  the  emperor,  who 
deposed  Aetius  from  the  diaconate,  and  banished  the 
leaders  of  the  semi-Arians.  Constantius  ordered  that  the 
Creed  of  Ariminum  should  be  signed  by  all  parties,  and 
commenced  severe  measures  against  the  insubordinate.  It 
was  no  wonder  that  the  heathen  derided  the  Christians 
as  having  yet  to  learn  their  own  faith.  But  suddenly 
the  whole  support  of  the  Arians  collapsed.  The  reed,  upon 
which  they  leant,  broke.  Constantius,  summoned,  as  we 
shall  hereafter  see,  to  meet  his  rebellious  cousin  Julian, 
died  of  a  burning  fever  at  Mopsucrene,  near  Tarsus,  in 
Cilicia.  Although  he  had  taken  so  prominent  a  part  in 
ecclesiastical  matters,  he  was  only  baptized  shortly  before 
his  death  by  the  Arian  Bishop  of  Antioch. 

During  the  reign  of  Constantius  the  Christians  of  Persia 
sustained  a  most  grievous  persecution  with  heroic  courage. 
During  the  days  when  the  empire  persecuted  the  Faith 
there  had  been  comparative  peace  and  safety  in  the  East; 
but  now  that  Christianity  was  the  religion  of  the  Csesars, 
it  became  hateful  in  the  eyes  of  their  national  foes,  those 
of  the  house  of  Sapor.  The  change  which  we  have  already 
described,  whereby  the  Persians  regained  their  ancient 
supremacy,  had  completely  changed  the  whole  character 
of  the  administration  of  the  East.  The  new  dynasty 
manifested  a  vigour  and  courage  contrasting  in  every 
point  with  the  eflfeminate  characteristics  of  their  pre- 
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decessors,  who  fell  before  the  arms  of  Alexander  the 
Great. 

But  the  change  was  an  evil  one  for  the  Christians.  The 
Persians  were  devout  fire-worshippers,  and  completely 
under  the  influence  of  their  magi  or  priests.  They  held 
the  co-existence  of  two  eternal  beings  of  equal  power :  the 
one,  Ormuzd,  good ;  the  other,  Ahriman,  evil ;  whence  the 
Manichsean  heresy  derived  its  system  of  "  dualism.** 

But  it  was  not  till  nearly  a  century  had  passed,  and 
the  Faith  was  dominant  in  the  Boman  Empire,  that  the 
Eastern  Christians  had  in  turn  to  pass  through  the  furnace 
of  a£9iction. 

Symeon  was  then  Archbishop  of  Seleucia  and  Ctesiphon, 
royal  cities  of  Persia,  a  man  of  noble  countenance  and 
persuasive  eloquence,  whom  Sapor,  the  Persian  monarch, 
had  even  honoured  with  his  friendship.  But  an  intense 
jealousy  of  Eome,  produced  by  continual  warfare,  disposed 
Sapor  to  persecute  Christianity,  so  soon  as  he  imderstood 
that  it  had  become  the  adopted  religion  of  his  rivals ;  and 
he  listened  to  an  accusation  made  by  the  Jews,  that 
Symeon  had  communicated  information  to  his  enemies  of 
his  designs. 

He  gave  orders  that  the  clergy  should  be  slain  with  the 
sword,  and  their  churches  demolished — an  order  the  Jews 
and  magi  hastened  to  put  into  effect ;  and  he  commanded 
Symeon,  bound  with  chains,  to  be  brought  before  him. 

"  Why  dost  thou  not  prostrate  thyself  before  me  as  of 
old  ?"  asked  the  king. 

"Formerly,"  replied  the  bishop,  "I  was  not  led  away 
bound,  that  I  might  be  forced  to  abjure  the  truth  of  God, 
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and  I  did  not  refuse  the  customary  homage.  Now  I  stand 
in  defence  of  my  Faith." 

"  If  thou  wilt  be  advised,  and  worship  the  Sun,  I  will 
bestow  many  gifts  upon  thee,  and  bring  thee  to  great 
honour ;  otherwise  grievous  destruction  awaiteth  thee  and 
thy  followers,"  said  the  king. 

But  Symeon  firmly  refused  to  worship  the  Sun,  or  to 
betray  his  religion.  Whereupon  Sapor  ordered  hiim  to  be 
confined  with  cruel  bonds  in  prison,  hoping  that  in  solitude 
and  darkness  he  would  change  his  mind. 

As  he  was  being  conducted  to  prison,  Usthazanes,  an 
aged  eunuch,  the  foster-father  of  Sapor,  who  had  formerly 
been  a  Christian,  but  had  denied  his  religion,  arose  to  do 
him  reverence,  but  Symeon  forbade  him,  as  an  apostate,  to 
do  so ;  whereupon  Usthazanes,  deeply  moved,  dressed  him- 
self in  black  and  wept  bitterly,  seated  in  front  of  the 
palace,  exclaiming,  "Woe  is  me,  for  I  have  denied  my 
God !"  When  Sapor  heard  this,  he  called  the  eunuch  to 
him  and  enquired  the  cause  of  his  grief,  whereupon  Ustha- 
zanes bravely  confessed  his  restored  Faith  and  deplored 
his  fall.  $apor,  deeply  enraged,  strove,  first  by  severity, 
and  afterwards  by  gentleness,  to  bring  him  over  to  his  own 
sentiments ;  but  failing,  he  commanded  that  he  should  die 
by  the  sword. 

When  the  executioners  came  forward,  Usthazanes  made 
his  dying  request  to  the  king,  that  the  **  crime"  for  which 
he  suffered  should  be  proclaimed  to  all,  "  that  he  lost  his 
head  simply  fdt  being  a  Christian  and  refusing  to  deny  hia 
God;"  and  so  he  died.  The  king  complied  with  his  last 
request,  and  Symeon  thereby  hearing  of  the  event,  offered 
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fervent  thanks  to  God.  The  following  day  the  king  issued 
orders  that  he  should  share  the  same  fate,  after  a  hundred 
other  Christians  had  first  been  slain  before  his  face,  includ- 
ing bishops,  priests,  deacons,  and  many  of  the  laity.  It 
was  Good  Friday,  a.d.  349. 

The  magi  strove  in  vain  to  turn  them  from  their  con- 
£(tancy.  Symeon  exhorted  them  by  words  of  inspired  elo- 
quence, bidding  them  remember  that  to  die  for  Christ  was 
to  live  for  ever,  and  that  although  death  was  the  com- 
mon lot  of  all,  it  was  their  happy  lot  to  glorify  God  by 
their  deaths,  and  enter  upon  eternal  reward ;  and  so  they 
died  bravely,  one  and  all.  Pusicius,  the  superintendent 
of  the  king's  artizans,  perceiving  one  of  them,  Ananias,  a 
presbyter,  to  tremble  as  he  beheld  the  preparations  for  his 
death,  he  exclaimed,  "Be  firm,  0  Ananias,  and  you  will 
soon  behold  the  light  of  Christ !"  No  sooner  had  he 
spoken  than  he  was  seized  and  led  before  the  king,  to 
whom  he  said  that  he  desired  no  better  reward  than  to 
die  as  these  martyrs  had  died. 

His  wish  was  granted ;  but  he  was  condemned  to  a  more 
cruel  death  than  theirs.  The  executioners  pierced  the 
muscles  of  his  neck  in  such  a  manner  as  to  extract  his 
tongue,  and  his  daughter,  a  virgin,  shared  his  fate. 

A  most  intense  and  fearful  persecution  followed.  The 
king's  appetite  for  blood  was  whetted,  and  between  Good 
Friday  and  the  second  Sunday  after  Easter,  it  is  stated 
that  sixteen  thousand  of  aU  ranks  and  ages  suffered  mar- 
tyrdom. 

Tarbula,  the  sister  of  Symeon,  with  her  sister  and  servant, 
were  sawn  asunder.    At  Adiabene,  Acepsimus  the  bishop. 
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and  a  multitude  of  his  clergy  and  flock,  suffered  most 
excruciating  tortures ;  for  the  ingenuity  of  the  Persians  in 
devising  cruel  modes  of  death  was  notorious  at  that  period. 
The  effect  of  this  persecution  was  obvious.  It  taught  aU 
the  Christians  of  the  East  to  pray  for  the  preservation  and 
extension  of  the  Roman  dominion,  since  thereby  the  Faith 
was  cherished  and  fostered. 

The  effect  of  this  feeling  was  strongly  shown  on  the 
occasion  of  the  subsequent  siege  of  Nisibis,  a  frontier 
town,  the  possession  of  which  was  again  and  again  dis- 
puted between  Persian  and  Roman.  It  had  been  taken  by 
a  former  Sapor  in  the  days  of  Valerian,  shortly  before  the 
ignominious  death  of  that  unhappy  monarch,  and  now  it 
was  again  besieged.  But  the  people,  animated  by  their 
valiant  bishop,  S.  James  of  Nisibis,  made  one  of  the  most 
heroic  defences  recorded  in  histoiy,  until  the  condition  of 
the  besiegers  became  intolerable,  and  swarms  of  stinging 
insects  and  gnats,  bred  perhaps  by  the  operation  of  the 
summer  heat  upon  the  offals  of  the  camp,  but  ascribed  by 
the  Christian  writers  to  a  miracle,  completed  the  discom- 
fiture of  Sapor,  and  he  raised  the  siege. 


CHAPTER  XV. 

JULIAN   THE  APOSTATK 
A.D.  361-363. 

piONSTANTINE  the  Great  had  two  half-brothers, 
^^  Dalmatius  and  Constantius,  the  ofifspring  of  Con- 
)tantius  the  elder,  by  his  second  marriage.  The  younger 
rf  these  had  two  sons,  who  were  named  Gallus  and  Julian, 
md  who  alone  survived  the  massacre  of  their  kinsfolk 
which  followed  the  death  of  Constantino. 

They  were  mere  boys  at  that  time,  Gallus  being  about 
twelve  years  of  age,  and  Julian  only  in  his  sixth  year.  A 
disease  which  threatened  to  be  fatal  preserved  Gallus  from 
the  violence  of  his  father's  murderers,  while  Julian  is  said 
to  have  been  concealed  in  a  Church  by  Mark,  Bishop  of 
Arethusa. 

The  jealousy  of  Constantius  having  subsided,  Gallus 
attended  the  schools  at  Ephesus,  and  Julian  at  Constan- 
inople.  They  were  carefully  kept  from  Pagan  preceptors, 
est  the  purity  of  their  faith  should  be  endangered,  and 
«^ere  baptized  at  an  early  age. 

After  some  years  had  passed,  Constantius  committed 
b.e  government  of  Antioch  and  the  East  to  Gallus,  then 
tx  his  twenty-fifth  year,  but  he  proved  himself  in  every 
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way  unfit  to  rule,  filling  his  palace  with  instruments  of 
torture  and  death,  and  governing  with  such  mingled 
weakness  and  cruelty,  that  general  insecurity  of  life  and 
property  prevailed.  Constantius,  shocked  at  the  intelli- 
gCAce,  sent  one  Domitian,  a  prefect,  to  remonstrate  with 
him.  The  ambassador  acted  somewhat  peremptorily,  and, 
at  the  instigation  of  Gallus,  was  slain  by  the  soldiers. 

Constantius  was  greatly  perplexed.  He  feared  to  take 
very  decisive  measures  lest  GaUus  should  rebel,  and 
involve  the  empire  in  civil  war.  Therefore  he  wrote  a 
kind  and  soothing  letter,  entreating  him  to  come  to  assist 
in  the  affairs  of  the  West,  adding  an  epistle  to  his  sister, 
the  wife  of  GaUus,  in  which  he  expressed  great  desiie  to 
see  her. 

Husband  and  wife,  seduced  by  this  conduct,  set  out 
together.  Constantina  died  on  the  way,  in  Bithynia 
GaUus  reached  Macedonia,  when  he  was  seized  as  a 
prisoner,  stripped  of  his  royal  dress,  and  carried  to  Pola, 
in  Istria,  where  the  unhappy  Crispus  had  died.  Here  he 
was  kept  but  a  short  while  in  suspense,  before  he  un- 
derwent an  examination  concerning  his  conduct  in  the 
East,  and,  confessing  his  criminal  acts,  was  beheaded  in 
prison. 

Of  all  the  numerous  relations  of  the  great  Constantine, 
Julian  alone  survived;  and  the  eunuchs  plotted  against 
his  life  also.  His  innocence  might  have  availed  him  littk^ 
had  he  not  found  a  protector  in  the  Empress  EuseWa^ 
who  exercised  a  great  influence  over  Constantius.  He  was 
permitted  to  retire  to  Athens,  to  complete  his  studies,  in 
the  year  355,  after  the  death  of  his  brother. 
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\  Both  Gallus  and  Julian  had  been  instructed  in  the 
Articles  of  the  Christian  Faith,  but  under  the  doubtful 
influence  of  Eusebius  of  Kicomedia,  the  champion  of  the 
Arians.  Although  Constantius  himself  shrank  from  the 
responsibilities  of  Baptism,  yet  he  forced  his  young  cousins 
to  incur  them,  and  Jidian  became  a  ''reader"  in  the  Church 
of  Nicomedia. 

But  secretly  he  conceived  an  intense  dislike  to  the 
religion  in  which  he  was  educated,  identifying  it  with 
Oonstantius,  the  murderer  of  his  family,  and  with  the 
oodserable  squabbles,  intrigues,  and  paltry  actions  of  the 
Arians  by  whom  he  was  surrounded. 

The  imperfections  of  the  Christians  were  open  to  his 
idev;  the  heathen  heroes  of  antiquity  only  lived  in  the 
pages  of  history  and  romance ;  and  the  brilliant  colours 
wdth  which  the  poets  invested  the  Pagan  Olympus,  or  the 
leads  of  ancient  Eoman  glory,  contrasted  forcibly  with 
lihe  human  weaknesses  which  surrounded  him.  According 
io  his  own  account,  he  still  believed  in  Christianity  until 
lie  attained  his  twentieth  year,  when,  after  being  privately 
instructed  by  certain  Pagan  philosophers,  he  secretly 
renounced  his  Faith,  and  was  initiated  into  the  heathen 
mysteries  at  Ephesus.  During  his  short  sojourn  at  Athens, 
\  few  years  later,  while  still  dissembling  his  change  of 
opinions,  he  was  initiated  also  into  the  mysteries  of 
Eleusis. 

Ck)nstantius  had  not  the  least  suspicion  of  the  fact,  nor 
did  the  Empress  Eusebia  suspect  the  good  faith  of  her 
'prot6g6,  who  continued  to  attend  the  services  of  the  Church 
while  the  important  secret  of  his  apostacy  was  intrusted 
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to  the  fidelity  of  the  initiated,  vdth  whom  he  was  no^ 
connected  by  the  closest  ties  of  friendship  and  religion. 

But  he  consulted  his  safety,  aspiring  to  the  gloiy  of  a 
hero,  and  not  to  that  of  a  martyr;  for  his  situaticm  as 
the  heir  presumptive  would  have  doubtless  excepted  him 
from  the  toleration  generally  accorded  to  less  dfstingnisbei 
Pagans. 

Therefore  he  constrained  himself  to  be  present  at  the 
celebration  of  the  Divine  Mysteries  on  the  Christian 
festivals,  and  returned  with  the  impatience  of  a  lover  to 
bum  his  voluntary  incense  on  the  domestic  altars  of 
Jupiter  or  Mercury.  His  faithful  friend,  the  oratoc 
libanius,  tells  us  that  he  lived  in  a  perpetual  intercoitrae 
with  gods  and  goddesses,  and  that  they  descended  upon 
earth  to  enjoy  the  conversation  of  their  favourite  hero^ 
who  amidst  general  apostacy  was  faithful  to  the  tnUlitions 
of  his  fathers. 

Meanwhile,  by  the  influence  of  Eusebia,  Constantins 
was  induced  to  associate  Julian  with  him  in  the  toils  and 
cares  of  empire,  with  the  subordinate  title  of  Caesar;  which 
had  been  borne  by  his  brother,  the  unhappy  Gallus.  No 
greater  proof  could  be  afforded  of  the  secresy  with  which 
his  change  of  religion  had  been  concealed. 

He  left  Athens  with  great  regret,  for  he  was  deeply 
attached  to  the  life  of  a  philosopher ;  was  kindly  received 
at  Milan;  married  the  emperor's  sister  Helena;  and, 
amidst  the  acclamations  of  the  legions,  received  the  tide 
of  Caesar  on  his  twenty- fifth  birthday.  He  was  imme- 
diately sent  to  take  the  government  of  GauL 

He  found  it  in  fearful  confusion.    The  Franks  and 
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Germans  had  burnt  no  less  than  forty-five  cities^  including 
those  now  known  as  Treves,  Cologne,  Strasburg,  Worms, 
and  Spires.  His  career  was  a  very  glorious  one  from  a 
military  point  of  view.  He  won  a  great  victory  over  the 
Germans  near  Strasburg,  crossed  the  Rhine  near  Mayence, 
wasted  the  hostile  territory ;  in  a  second  campaign  forced 
the  Franks  to  sue  for  mercy,  and  in  a  third  campaign  the 
Germans  also. 

Twenty  thousand  captives  were  delivered,  and  the  bar- 
barians forced  to  rebmld  the  towns  they  had  destroyed. 
A  fleet  of  six  hundred  vessels  conveyed  com  from  Britain 
to  the  devastated  provinces,  and  Julian  took  up  his  abode 
at  his  favourite  city  Lutetia,  now  Paris.  Meanwhile  Con- 
stantius  had  contracted  a  deep  distrust  of  his  nephew, 
and  fearing  his  ambition,  conceived  a  scheme  for  depriving 
him  of  the  power  to  rebeL 

He  ordered  Jidian  to  send  four  entire  divisions  of  the 
Gallic  army,  and  drafts  of  three  hundred  from  each  other 
division,  to  serve  in  the  far  East 

These  divisions  had  only  entered  the  service  upon  the 
condition  that  they  should  not  be  called  upon  to  serve 
southward  of  the  Alps,  and  when  Julian  urged  them 
(sincerely  or  otherwise)  to  obedience,  they  replied  by 
proclaiming  him  emperor.  His  resistance  was  of  no  avail, 
and  he  was  distinctly  assured  that,  if  he  wished  to  live, 
he  must  consent  to  reign. 

He  resisted  no  longer,  but,  still  anxious  to  spare  the 
effusion  of  blood  which  would  attend  civil  war,  obtained 
from  his  troops  an  assurance  that,  if  Constantius  would 
remain  content  with  the  dominions  south  and  east  of  the 
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Alps,  they  would  remain  quietly  in  GauL  So  he  wioto 
to  Constantins,  excusing  his  conduct  on  the  plea  of 
necessity,  and  desiring  to  he  confirmed  in  the  dignity 
which  had  heen  forced  upon  him,  still  o£fering  to  leeognize 
the  supremacy  of  the  elder  emperors. 

While  awaiting  the  return  of  the  ambassadora,  he  took 
up  his  abode  at  Yienne,  and  went  publicly  to  church  itst 
the  last  time,  on  Christmas-day,  A.D.  360. 

The  ambassadors  of  Julian  met  with  so  many  anf(»es6eii 
obstacles  and  delays,  that  they  did  not  reach  Oonstantiiis 
until  be  had  started  for  the  East,  on  his  way  to  the  PensiaQ 
war.  They  overtook  him  at  Oappadocia,  and  delivered  their 
message.  The  Empress  Eusebia,  who  might  have  persuaded 
Gonstaotius  to  hear  reason,  was  dead,  and  he  was  in  sudi 
a  rage  that  he  dismissed  the  trembling  messengers  with 
indignation  and  contempt,  while  the  most  furious  languagt 
expressed  the  disorder  of  his  passions. 

But  the  necessity  of  the  situation  forced  him  to  suspend 
his  design  of  punishment^  and  he  thought  it  sufficient  to 
require  that  the  presumptuous  Caesar  should  renounce  his 
pretensions  and  trust  to  his  mercy.  Several  months  w^ 
consumed  in  negociations,  carried  on  at  the  distance  of 
three  thousand  miles,  between  Paris  and  Antioch,  and  at 
length  Julian  determined  to  trust  all  to  the  chance  of  wa£ 
Immediately,  as  if  there  were  no  further  occasion  to  dia- 
semble,  he  publicly  renounced  Christianity,  and  commit^ 
his  cause  to  the  '*  immortal  gods." 

Thereupon  he  threw  Imnself,  at  the  head  of  a  band  of 
devoted  followers^  into  the  recesses  of  the  Black  Y^asfk 
disappeared  £com  ibe  civilized  world  for  many  daya^  ai4 
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tnisting  his  foices  to  the  stream  of  the  Danube,  suddenly 
appeared  near  Siimium  before  his  enemies  knew  he  had  left 
the  Bhine. 

While  the  Pagan  hero  thus  pursued  his  course,  the  Arian 
emperor  left  Antioch  to  meet  him.  It  was  winter,  and 
Gonstantius  was  ill,  but  could  not  postpone  his  ardent 
desire  for  revenge. 

But  his  illness  was  increased  by  the  excitement  and 
fatigue  of  the  march,  and  when  he  arrived  at  Mopsucrene, 
near  Tarsus,  in  Cilicia,  the  birth-place  of  S.  Paul,  he  could 
proceed  no  further;  and  after  a  prolonged  death-struggle, 
during  which  his  flesh  was  as  fire  to  the  touch,  he  expired 
in  the  forty-fifth  year  of  his  age  and  the  twenty-fourth  of 
his  reign.  The  unhappy  monarch  has  found  panegyrists 
amongst  the  Arians;  but  he  was  ever  the  bitter  foe  of 
Catholic  Truth,  and  the  weakness  with  which  he  yielded  to 
his  eunuchs  and  Arian  advisers  led  him  to  many  gross 
acts  of  cruelty  and  despotism.  His  character  was  like, 
yet  unlike,  that  of  his  mighty  father.  Subtract  the  virtues 
&om  Gonstantine  which  he  imdoubtedly  possessed,  and 
we  have  Gonstantius. 

The  chief  officers  of  the  army  hastened  to  meet  JuUan, 
who  had  now  been  joined  by  his  whole  forces,  with  tidings 
of  the  death  of  Gonstantius,  and  saluted  him  as  emperor, 
assuring  him  that  every  sword  in  the  empire  would  be 
drawn  in  his  service.  Entering  Gonstantinople  amidst  the 
acclamations  of  the  people,  he  took  possession  of  the  im- 
perial palace^  and  made  a  complete  clearance  of  all  the 
eunuchs  and  other  ministers  of  luxury,  to  the  number  of 
several  thousands.    He  was  not  severe  in  his  political 
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measures,  still  he  appointed  a  commission,  to  which  he 
gave  absolute  power  of  life  or  death,  before  whom  the 
ministers  of  the  late  emperor  were  tried.  Eusebius,  the 
chief  of  the  eunuchs,  and  a  few  others,  were  condemned 
to  death;  and  one  Paul,  who  had  been  the  chief  instroment 
of  tyranny,  was  burnt  alive. 

Such  multitudes  of  suitors,  especially  Egyptians,  came 
to  seek  redress  from  former  exactions,  that  Julian  caused 
them  all  to  repair  to  Chalcedon,  on  the  other  side  of  die 
water,  promising  to  meet  them  in  person,  and  then  re- 
mained at  Constantinople,  and  issued  an  absolute  oida 
that  no  one  should  ferry  them  over  to  the  imperial  city,  a 
very  original  mode  of  escaping  trouble. 

But  the  great  design  which  animated  the  mind  of  Julian 
was  the  extirpation  of  Christianity,  and  the  restoration  of 
the  Pagan  religion.  He  condescended  to  write  a  justifr 
cation  of  the  step  he  had  taken ;  but  the  Christians  had 
far  more  to  fear  from  his  power  than  from  his  arguments; 
and  the  Pagans  eagerly  expected  a  bloody  persecution, 
which  should  eclipse  all  that  had  ever  yet  taken  place, 
and  that  the  ingenious  malice  of  Julian  would  invent  some 
cruel  refinement  of  death  and  torture  unknown  to  his 
clumsy  predecessors. 

But  they  were  disappointed.  Julian  was  wise  enonj^ 
to  know  that  persecution  had  strengthened,  and  would 
strengthen,  the  Faith  of  the  Gospel,  and  that,  by  imitatii^ 
Diocletian,  he  should  but  stain  his  memory,  and  add  fresh 
glories  to  the  Church.  Again,  it  is  questionable  whether 
an  edict  like  that  of  Diocletian  would  not  have  kindled 
the  flames  of  civil  war  throughout  the  empire ;  for  the 
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Christiaiis  were,  perhaps,  the  more  numerous  body,  and,  as 
a  study  of  the  Arian  persecutions  sufficiently  shows,  had 
ceased  to  feel  themselves  bound  to  passive  resistance. 

Therefore  he  resolved  upon  two  lines  of  conduct,  which 
he  supposed  would  be  more  effectuaL  First,  to  restore  the 
sanction  of  authority  to  Paganism,  and  to  labour  to  purify 
it  from  its  grosser  corruptions,  transferring  whatsoever  he 
thought  worthy  of  imitation  in  Christianity  to  the  older 
system ;  and  secondly,  to  load  Christianity  with  ignominy 
and  ridicule,  and  to  do  all  in  his  power  to  increase  and 
intensify  its  divisions. 

Therefore  he  began  by  proclaiming  toleration  to  all 
religions,  recalling  the  banished  Catholics,  Donatists,  No- 
vatians,  and  others  who  had  been  exiled  by  Constantius, 
with  the  design  of  fomenting  the  intestine  divisions  of  the 
Church,  while  he  commanded  all  the  Pagan  temples  to  be 
rebuilt  at  the  expense  of  those  who  had  destroyed  them, 
which  gave  rise  to  no  little  persecution,  as  the  Christians 
would  not  restore  the  temples  they  had  ruined. 

Meanwhile  the  emperor  excited  the  amazement,  and 
even  the  contempt,  of  his  subjects,  by  his  zeal  in  the  ser- 
vice of  the  gods.  Amidst  the  licentious  crowd  of  priests 
or  female  dancers,  he  brought  the  wood,  blew  the  fire, 
handled  the  knife,  and  thrust  his  blood-stained  hand  into 
the  bowels  of  the  expiring  animal  to  learn  the  secrets  of 
futurity.  The  wisest  of  the  Pagans  deplored  this  extra- 
vagant superstition,  which  outraged  imperial  decency. 

A  hundred  oxen  were  frequently  sacrificed  by  the  em- 
peror in  one  day,  and  it  became  a  frequent  jest,  that  if  he 
returned  triumphant  from  the  impending  Persian  war,  the 
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breed  of  homed  cattle  would  become  extinct.  Enoomaged 
by  his  example,  the  Pagans  everywheie  renewed  their 
ancient  rites  and  ceremonies.  "  Every  part  of  the  world," 
says  libanius,  with  some  exaggeration,  "displayed  tiie 
triumph  of  religion,  and  the  grateful  prospect  of  flaming 
altars,  bleeding  victims,  the  smoke  of  incense^  and  a  solemn 
train  of  priests  and  prophets,  without  fear  and  without 
danger.  The  sound  of  prayer  and  of  music  was  heard 
on  the  tops  of  the  highest  mountains,  and  the  same  ox 
afforded  a  sacrifice  for  the  gods  and  a  supper  for  their 
joyous  votaries." 

But  no  genius  or  imperial  patronage  could  restore  life 
to  the  dead.  Paganism  was  no  longer  a  living  reality;  it 
was  but  a  galvanized  corpse,  without  theology,  morality, 
or  discipline.  It  could  not  survive  the  rude  shock  it  had 
already  received;  and  although  Julian  complimented  Ghria- 
tianity  by  a  wholesale  adaptation  of  its  hierarchy  and 
morality  to  Pagan  institutions,  in  his  character  as  Pontifex 
Maximus,  yet  the  transplanted  institutions  withered  away 
like  flowers  torn  from  their  roots,  and  inserted  into  the 
soil  of  a  child's  toy-garden. 

Multitudes  of  those  whose  Christianity  had  been  merely 
nominal,  transferred  their  allegiance  to  the  restored  rites, 
and  the  apostacy  was  very  general  in  the  army  and  conrtk 
so  that  Julian  had  the  pleasure  of  announcing  to  his 
favourite  philosophers,  that  the  soldiers  assisted,  with  fer* 
vent  devotion  and  vorcudom  appetite,  at  the  sacrifice  of 
whole  hecatombs  of  fat  oxen.  We  can  easily  believe  that 
they  possessed  the  latter  qualification. 

Yet  there  were  many  noble  exceptions.    On  a  certain 
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festival,' Julian  oi^ered  each  soldier  to  throw  incense  into 
the  sacrificial  fiie  on  the  reception  of  a  donation. 

Many  absolutely  refused;  but  some  who,  without  think- 
ing of  the  meaning  of  the  act,  had  complied,  were  so  over-' 
whelmed  afterwards  with  remorse,  that,  throwing  down 
the  gold,  they  besought  the  honour  of  martyrdom  from  the 
amperor,  which  he  would  not  grant ;  but  at  the  same  time 
he  took  secret  measures  to  remove  by  degrees  all  Christian 
soldiers  from  the  anny,  which  he  probably  looked  upon  as 
Jus  last  resource,  in  case  he  failed  to  restore  Paganism  by 
gentler  and  subtler  measures. 

About  this  time  Maris,  Bishop  of  Chalcedon,  in  Bithy-^ 
nia,  a  man  of  extreme  age  and  totally  blind,  caused  himself 
to  be  led  into  the  emperor's  presence,  that  he  might  rebuke 
his  apostacy.  Julian  simply  retorted  by  abusive  language. 
"  You  blind  old  fool,"  said  he, "  this  Qalilaean  Grod  of  yours 
cannot  cuie  you." 

Maris  replied  with  stem  boldness,  "I  thank  God  for 
bereaving  me  Of  my  sight,  lest  I  should  behold  the  face 
of  one  who  has  fallen  into  such  awful  iniquity."  It  is 
greatly  to  the  credit  of  Julian  that  he  did  not  resent  this 
daring  rebuke. 

Early  in  his  reign  a  great  disturbance  occurred  at  Alest- 
andria^  which  resulted  in  the  death  of  the  intruding  prelate, 
George,  and  the  re^ration  of  the  great  Athanasius. 

There  was  a  shrine  in  that  city  which  had  long  been 
abandoned  to  neglect  and  filthy  but  wherein  the  Pagans 
had  formerly  celebrated  their  mysteries,  and  offered  human 
sacrifices  to  Mithras.  This  being  empty,  Constantius  had 
granted  it  to  the  Church,  and  George,  wishing  to  erect  a 


a84  yUUAN  THE  APOSTATE. 

church  upon  the  site,  gave  orders  that  the  place  should  be 
cleansed  and  purified.  During  the  process  an  adytum  of 
vast  depth  was  discovered,  which  unveiled  the  character 
of  those  impious  rites ;  for  there  were  found  the  skulls  of 
many  persons  of  aU  ages,  who  had  been  immolated  for  the 
purpose  of  divination  by  the  inspection  of  their  entraik 

The  Christians,  on  discovering  these  abominations, 
thought  it  their  duty  to  make  them  known  to  all,  and 
carried  the  remains  through  the  city  in  procession  for  the 
inspection  of  the  people.  When  the  Pagans  beheld  this, 
they  were  so  enraged  that  they  assaulted  the  procession 
with  whatever  weapons  came  first  to  hand,  cmd  killing 
some  Christians  with  the  sword,  others  with  dubs  and 
stones,  carried  away .  captives,  whom  they  crucified  in 
derision  of  Christianity.  During  the  riot  they  dragged 
George  out  of  a  church,  fastened  him  to  a  camel,  and, 
when  they  had  torn  him  in  pieces,  burnt  him^  together 
with  the  camel.* 

When  tidings  of  this  event  reached  Julian,  he  rebuked 
their  violence.  But  it  must  be  allowed  that  the  whole 
episcopate  of  the  murdered  bishop  had  been  one  of  the 
grossest  tyranny  and  misrule ;  that  he  had  governed,  by 
the  assistance  of  Constantius,  rather  like  a  barbarian  con- 
queror than  a  Christian  bishop.  He  had  acquired  a 
monopoly  of  the  commonest  necessaries  of  life,  such  as 
salt,  nitre,  paper,  and  had  even  levied  a  tax  upon  funerals; 
so  that  Catholic  and  Pagan  had  alike  suffered ;  and  the 
occasion  given  by  the  purification^  of  the  Temple  of 
Mithras  was  only  the  spark  which  kindled  the  inflam* 
mable  material. 

*  Socrates,  b.  iii.  o.  2. 
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When  the  tumult  had  subsided,  Athanasius,  who  had 
been  in  reti^at  for  six  or  seven  years,  suddenly  reappeared, 
and,  amidst  public  acclamations  of  joy,  resumed  his  func- 
tions. The  Pagans,  who  recognized  his  manly  character  and 
justice,  acquiesced,  and  order  was  restored  to  the  city.  But 
this  was  not  according  to  the  will  of  Julian ;  and  although 
he  had  issued  the  edict  restoring  all  banished  bishops, 
he  made  Athanasius  an  honourable  exception;  for  the 
labours  of  the  great  prelate  were  dangerous  to  his  schemes* 
Despising  other  Christians,  he  dreaded  Athanasius. 

The  labours  of  that  great  saint  had  not  been  confined  to 
Egypt.  In  this  moment  of  extreme  danger,  not  merely  to 
Catholicism,  but  to  Christianity,  he  had  actually  the  office 
of  ecclesiastical  dictator  thrust  upon  him.  He  was  pre- 
cisely the  man  for  the  day.  Firm  as  a  rock  in  his  belief, 
yet  quite  capable  of  perceiving  the  good  faith  which  lay 
beneath  the  incorrect  phraseology  of  men  like  the  semi- 
Arians,  he  admitted  all  those  who  had  erred  in  signing 
the  imperfect  creed  of  Ariminum  into  communion,  on  the 
simple  condition  of  their  signing  the  Nicene  formula,  and 
required  no  further  recantation.  It  was  no  moment  for 
intestine  struggles  when  edicts  enjoining  apostacy  or  death 
might  any  day  meet  the  eye  in  the  Forum.  And  a  council 
held  at  Alexandria  gave  its  sanction  to  the  judicious  pro- 
ceedings of  the  great  patriarch.  . 

In  the  midst  of  all  this  labour  came  the  proof  how  highly 
Julian  esteemed  his  talents.  An  edict  arrived,  banishing 
him  not  only  from  Alexandria,  but  from  the  whole  of 
Egypt :  nor  could  the  entreaties  of  the  citizens  move  the 
emperor  in  the  least  degree  to  mitigate  the  severity  of 
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the  sentence.  He  threatened  the  civil  anthorities  with  a 
heavy  fine  if  the  archbishop  were  found  there  after  a  gLyeo 
and  brief  period.  And  Athanaarus  sailed  for  the  desert, 
exclaiming,  ''This  is  a  little  doud ;  it  wiU  sooa  pass  over." 
Bepenting  that  he  had  allowed  him  thus  to  escape  his 
hands,  Julian  sent  pursuers  to  seize  him*  Their  boots 
pressed  hard  upon  the  bark  containing  the  saint^  who 
calmly  bade  his  rowers  to  turn  and  row  down  the  stream 
through  the  little  fleet  of  piusuers.  ''Where  is  Atiuin- 
asius?"  they  cried.  "He  has  but  lately  padsed  up  the 
river,"  was  the  true  reply. 

Julian  affected  to  pity  the  fanatical  Christians,  who  had 
forsaken  the  images  which  had  fallen  down  from  heaven 
to  worship  the  symbol  of  a  crucified  malefactor,  stigma- 
tizing them  by  the  epithet  of  "  Galilaeans." 

He  asserted  that  Pagans  alone  were  entitled  to  his. 
friendship,  Christians  simply  to  his  justice.  He  deprived 
the  Church  of  all  the  honours  his  predecessors  had  con- 
ferred upon  her ;  transferred  her  revenues  to  the  heathen 
temples ;  forbade  testamentary  donai^ions ;  confounded  the 
clergy  with  the  lowest  of  the  people ;  forbade  Christians 
to  teach  grammar,  or  to  impart  the  rudiments  even  of  a 
liberal  education ;  forbade  the  use  of  the  classics,  saying, 
"Christians  might  content  themselves  with  Luke  and  Mat- 
thew, they  had  nothing  to  do  with  Homer  or  Demosthenes;'' 
removed  from  practice  the  physicians  and  other  professors 
of  liberal  arts ;  gave  all  the  schools  to  heathen  professors; 
excluded  Christians  from  the  army,  and  from  civil  of&ces; 
and  deprived  them  of  their  wealth,  that,  as  he  said,  "they 
might  the  more  resemble  their  Master." 
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It  seemed  inevitable,  under  these  regulations,  that  all 
learning  must  be  banished  from  the  Church;  that  h^ 
eloquent  theolc^icuos  must  be  succeeded  by  obscure  f anatics, 
incapable  of  defending  the  truth  of  their  own  doctrines  or 
of  exposing  the  errors  of  Paganism.  It  seemed  so  indeed ; 
but  there  was  one  mightier  than  Julian,  against  whom  he 
had  lifted  up  his  sacrilegious  hand 

The  first  ominous  sign  of  failure  merits  our  closest 
attention.  It  was  his  intention  to  rebuild  the  Temple  at 
Jerusalem,  with  the  express  intention  of  demonstrating 
the  falsity  of  the  Divine  predictions:  and  therefore  he 
ordered  his  chosen  friend,  Alypius,  to  undertake  the 
work  in  question,  assisted  by  all  that  the  governors  of 
the  East  coidd  achieve  for  the  prosecution  of  the  design. 
At  the  call  of  their  great  deliverer,  the  Jews  hastened  from 
all  parts  of  the  earth,  and  their  insolent  triumph  alarmed 
the  Christians  of  the  Holy  City.  The  men  forgot  their 
avarice,  the  women  their  luxury ;  spades  and  tools  of  silver 
were  even  provided,  and  the  rubbish  transplanted  in  cloaks 
of  silk  or  purple.  All  that  a  mighty  monarch  could  do,  or 
the  enthusiasm  of  a  whole  people  effect,  was  there,  yet  the 
attempt  singularly  failed. 

It  is  distinctly  asserted,  both  by  Christian  and  Pagan 
contemporary  writers,  that  supernatural  prodigies  pre- 
vented the  fulfilment  of  the  design,  and  the  evidence  of 
Ammianus,  the  friend  and  biographer  of  Julian,  shall  be 
adduced  as  the  most  unquestionable,  from  his  aversion  to 
Christianity. 

"  Whilst  Alypius,  assisted  by  the  governor  of  the  pro- 
vince, urged  with  vigour  and  diligence  the  execution  of 
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the  work,  horrible  balls  of  fire,  breaking  out  near  the 
foundations  with  frequent  and  reiterated  attacks,  rendeied 
the  place,  from  time  to  time,  inaccessible  to  the  scorched 
and  blasted  workmen,  and  the  victorious  element  contmu- 
ing  in  this  manner,  obstinately  bent,  as  it  were,  to  drive 
them  to  a  distance,  the  undertaking  was  abandoned/* 

Such  authority.  Gibbon  admits,  should  satisfy  a  believii^ 
and  astonish  an  incredulous  mind,  and  the  emperor  might 
have  read  in  the  event  the  hopelessness  of  the  whole 
achievement  upon  which  his  heart  was  so  steadfastly  set 

But  his  proceedings  at  Antioch  were  yet  a  further  source 
of  disappointment.  This  magnificent  city,  founded  by  the 
Antichrist  of  the  Ancient  Church,  had  been  the  birthplace 
of  the  name  "  Christian,"  and  the  populace,  once  fanatical 
in  their  hatred  of  the  Christian  religion,  had,  since  the 
days  of  Constantine,  become  almost  unanimous  in  their 
profession  of  the  Faith  they  had  once  despised,  although 
there  is  much  reason  to  fear  that  they  were  better  Chris- 
tians in  theory  than  in  practice. 

Only  a  few  miles  from  the  city  rose  the  grove  and 
temple  of  Daphne,  the  chosen  shrine  of  ApoUo,  consecrated 
to  scenes  of  unutterable  licentiousness,  the  seat  of  a  reli- 
gion which  deified  the  passions. 

There,  in  former  days,  a  revenue  of  thirty  thousand 
pounds  was  yearly  expended  on  the  public  sports,  and  the 
shady  groves  became  the  resort  of  innumerable  pilgrims, 
who  gave  themselves  up  to  such  excesses  of  riot  and 
debauchery,  that  the  soldier  and  the  philosopher  alike 
shunned  its  enervating  influences,  and  Pagan  generals 
severely  punished  their  subordinates  who  were  seen  there. 
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Yet  the  stem  and  cold  Julian  ignored  the  hideous  cor- 
ruption of  the  place,  and  gave  notice  of  his  intention  to 
restore  the  worship  of  Apollo,  inviting  all  who  were  faith- 
ful to  the  old  religion  to  bring  their  offerings  and  meet 
him.  His  lively  imagination  painted  in  anticipation  the 
victims,  the  processions,  the  incense,  and  the  hecatombs  of 
oxen,  offered  upon  the  smoking  altars,  amidst  the  rejoicings 
of  thousands  of  ardent  worshippers. 

The  appointed  day  arrived,  the  emperor  approached  the 
sacred  spot,  and  found  the  concourse  represented  by  one 
aged  priest,  and  the  victims  by  a  solitary  goose.  One 
could  almost  pity  his  disappointment. 

But  this  was  not  the  worst.  The  sacred  soil  had  been 
profaned  by  the  burial  of  Babylas,  the  martyred  Bishop  of 
Antioch,  who  had  fallen  in  the  Decian  persecution,  and  the 
translator  of  the  sacred  relics  had  been  the  emperor's  own 
brother,  the  Caesar  Gallus. 

Since  this  unhallowed  intrusion  into  the  realms  of  the 
Sun  God,  the  oracle  had  ceased  to  speak,  the  Christians  of 
a  generation  were  buried  around  their  bishop,  and  the 
flamens  of  a  deserted  fane  had  been  crowded  out. 

Julian,  in  his  indignation,  disinterred  the  dead,  but  gave 
permission  for  the  body  of  the  saint  to  be  decently  interred 
elsewhere.  It  was,  indeed,  decently  interred.  While  the 
Pagans  were  "purifying"  the  soil  according  to  their  ancient 
rites,  an  innumerable  multitude  of  the  people  of  Antioch 
placed  the  body  of  S,  Babylas  on  a  lofty  car,  and  bore  it 
to  the  city,  while,  with  a  sound  like  the  roaring  of  the  sea, 
the  immense  concourse  chanted,  with  thundering  accla- 
mations, those  psalms  in  which  the  Psalmist  records  the 
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folly  of  idols  and  idolaters.  But  this  was  not  enough.  In 
the  night  the  Temple  of  Apollo  was  burnt  down,  the 
statue  consumed,  and  the  naked  walls  alone  left.  The 
Christians  asserted  that  it  was  the  lightning  of  an  indig- 
nant God.  Julian  suspected  a  more  earthly  agency,  and 
several  of  the  clergy  of  Antioch  were  cruelly  tortured. 

The  prefect  Sallust,  although  he  was  a  Pagan,  strove 
earnestly  to  dissuade  Julian  from  these  severe  measoiee, 
but  was  compelled  himself  to  execute  them.  One  of  the 
first  victims  arrested  was  a  young  man  named  Theodore, 
who  was  cruelly  stretched  on  the  rack ;  but  although  his 
flesh  was  lacerated  by  sharp  iron  nails,  he  asked  for  no 
mercy,  but  seemed  as  if  insensible  to  pain.  Amidst  the 
torments,  he  sang  the  same  psakn  he  had  joined  in  singing 
the  day  before,  to  show  that  he  did  not  repent  of  the  act 
for  which  he  was  condemned.  "  Confounded  are  aH  tiiey 
that  worship  graven  images  and  boast  themselves  in  idols." 

The  prefect,  struck  with  admiration  of  his  fortitude, 
went  to  the  emperor  and  told  him  that  if  he  persisted  in 
torturiiig  these  men  they  would  gain  gloiy,  but  he  would 
gain  ridicule,  and  Julian  desisted. 

It  was  thought  at  first  that  Theodore  would  die  from 
the  effects  of  the  torture  he  had  received ;  but  God  pre- 
served the  sufferer  to  old  age.  And  Bufi&nus  states  that  he 
conversed  with  him  years  afterwards,  and,  enquiring  rf 
him  whether  he  had  not  felt  agonizing  pains  fix)m  the 
scourge  and  the  rack,  was  assured  that,  after  the  fint 
pangs,  a  young  man  seemed  to  stand. by  him,  who  wiped 
away  the  sweat  of  agony,  and  strengthened  him  with  such 
heavenly  consolation,  that  the  season  was  rather  one  rf 
rapture  than  of  suffering. 
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At  this  time  Persian  ambassadors  came  to  Antioch, 
Dfiering  peace  on  favourable  conditions;  but  Julian,  not 
blowing  that  he  was  rushing  upon  his  fate,  sternly  repUed, 
*  You  need  not  trouble  yourselves  to  send  ambassadors  so 
far ;  you  will  shortly  see  me  in  person."  We  are,  indeed, 
bold  that,  having  adopted  certain. opinions  concerning  the 
transmigration  of  souls,  he  fancied  himself  possessed  by 
bhe  soul  of  Alexander  the  Great,  and  destined  to  repeat 
bhe  conquests  of  that  hero. 

About  this  time  the  Pagans  took  courage  to  renew  their 
persecutions;  for  the  season  of  moderation  had  almost 
reached  its  limit,  and  repeated  disappointments  had  pro- 
voked them  to  fury. 

The  inhabitants  of  Gaza  rose  up  against  the  Faithful, 
and  put  many  to  death  with  excruciating  tortures;  but 
when  their  fury  was  over  they  began  to  fear  the  vengeance 
of  the  law,  which  was,  of  course,  at  this  period,  a  pro- 
tection to  the  Christians ;  and  the  governor  of  the  province 
threw  several  into  prison  to  await  their  trial. 

But  when  Julian  heard  of  it,  he  commended  the  citizens 
and  deposed  the  governor.  "What  right  had  he,"  said 
Julian,  "to  arrest  the  citizens  merely  for  retaliating  on  a 
few  Galilaeans  the  insults  and  injuries  offered  by  them  to 
their  gods  ?" 

Gibbon  especially  records  the  case  of  Mark,  Bishop  of 
Arethusa,  who  had,  as  we  have  seen,  protected  Julian 
during  the  massacre  in  which  his  kinsfolk  perished. 

The  magistrates  demanded  the  full  value  of  a  temple 
which  had  been  destroyed  under  his  authority;  but  the 
brave  old  inan  would  not  give  the  smallest  coin.    Deter- 
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mined  to  break  his  spirit^  they  scouiged  him  mth  gieat 
cruelty ;  and  simply  desiring  to  make  him  yield,  pioinised 
him  deliverance  if  he  wotdd  only  consent  to  give  the 
slightest  compensation.  But  as  he  still  refused,  they  sus- 
pended his  naked  body,  anointed  with  honey,  to  the  layi 
of  the  Syrian  sun  and  the  stings  of  insects.  From  tbk 
lofty  station  the  aged  martyr  gloried  in  his  erifnUy  and 
defied  the  utmost  rage  of  his  persecutors. 

We  are  told  that  Julian,  indeed,  spared  his  life;  "bat 
posterity,"  says  Gibbon,  "will  rather  condemn  the  in- 
gratitude than  praise  the  clemency  of  the  emperor.'* 

At  Meros,  in  Phrygia,  three  young  men  endiued  an 
agonizing  martyrdom  for  a  like  offence.  They  had  entered 
the  temple  by  night  and  destroyed  the  idolatrous  images. 
They  might  easily  have  remained  hidden,  but  when  others 
were  suspected  and  arrested,  they  gave  themselveB  up 
voluntarily. 

They  were  offered  pardon  oh  condition  of  making  a 
sacrifice  of  reparation  to  the  idols ;  but  steadfastly  refusing; 
after  enduring  many  ordinary  tortures  with  patience,  were 
extended  upon  a  gridiron,  beneath  which  a  fire  was 
kindled,  and  thus  they  were  destroyed.  But  even  in  this 
extremity  they  gave  the  most  heroic  proofr  of  fortitude; 
thus,  as  Socrates  tells  us,  addressing  the  ruthless  govemor: 
"If  you  wish  to  eat  broiled  flesh,  Amachius,  turn  us  on  ^ 
other  side  also,  lest  we  should  appear  but  half- cooked  to 
your  taste."  Still  more  frightful  cruelties  were  inflicted 
upon  the  Christian  virgins  at  Heliopolis,  near  Moont 
libanus,  and  at  Arethusa,  in  Syria,  simply  because  of  the 
resistance  and  opposition  they  had  offered  to  the  obsoeDe 
customs  of  Pagan  woidoij. 
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.  An  these  inflictions  were  contrary  to  the  existing  laws ; 
but  Julian  made  no  attempt  to  defend  the  sa£ferers ;  telling 
those  who  reported  the  matter  to  him  that  it  was  the 
duty  of  Christians  to  suffer  patiently,  and  not  to  seek 
revenge  against  their  persecutors^  Thus  the  fury  and 
malice  of  the  Pagans  continued  imchecked,  and  would 
probably  soon  have  been  legalized. 
•  But  the  end  was  near:  and  Julian  departed  for  the 
Persian  war,  amidst  the  universal  expectation  of  both 
Christians  and  Pagans  that,  should  he  return  successful, 
he  would  inaugurate  a  cruel  persecution.  He  spent  his 
leisure  in  composing  a  lengthened  satire  upon  the  Christian 
religion,  some  portions  of  which,  as  quotations,  are  foimd  in 
the  writings  of  the  Fathers,  like  flies  preserved  in  amber. 
It  is  impossible  to  deny  him  the  praise  of  military 
skilL  Leaving  Antioch,  he  travelled  with  rapidity  to 
Bersea,  Hierapolis,  and  Carrhse,  where  he  halted,  for  the 
twofold  purpose  of  paying  his  devotions  to  the  moon:, 
and  of  settling  the  plans  for  the  war,  sharing  his  time 
between  the  great  Temple  dedicated  to  the  luminary  and 
the  council-chamber.  Dividing  his  troops,  he  descended 
the  Euphrates  with  nearly  seventy  thousand  men,  pillaged 
and  burnt  the  towns  on  its  banks,  crossed  the  country  to 
the.  Tigris,  and  besieged  Ctesiphon,  sacrificing  oxen  to 
ICars,  with  such  ill-success,  that  he  punished  the  refractory 
god  by  calling  Jove  to  witness  that  he  would  never 
sacrifice  to  Mars  again. 

But  the  other  division  of  the  forces  which  was  to  have 
joined  them,  with  the  Armenians  as  aUies,  did  not  appear ; 
and  a  false  guide,  sent  by  the  Persians,  enticed  the 
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Bomans  into  a  desolate  country  on  the  east  of  the  Tigiis, 
where  they  suffered  such  distress  that  they  were  forced  to 
commence  their  retreat. 

In  the  neighbourhood  of  Maranga  they  were  attacked  by 
the  foe,  and  had  to  fight  with  desperation  all  that  daj, 
from  sunrise  to  sunset.  A  truce  of  three  days  was  obtained 
to  tend  the  wounded  and  bury  the  slain^  Julian  setting  a 
noble  example  to  his  troops.  The  march  was  resumfid, 
when/  at  midnight,  on  the  25th  of  June,  as  he  vat 
writing  in  his  tent,  he  saw  an  apparition,  which  called 
itself  the  '^Genius  of  the  State.''  Once  before  it  had  ap- 
peared to  him,  in  Gaul,  the  night  before  he  was  saluted 
emperor;  and  now  he  saw  it  retreating  from  the  tent^  the 
head  dejected,  and  covered  with  a  veiL 

Julian  rose,  and  made  deprecatory  offerings  to  the  gods; 
but  as  he  looked  out  he  saw  a  meteor  flash  across  the  sl^, 
and  shuddered  as  he  saw  in  it  the  threatened  wrath  of 
Mars,  with  whom  he  was  on  bad  terms. 

He  called  his  haruspices,  and  they  bade  him  avoid 
combat,  and  remain  where  he  was  for  some  hours.  But 
he  would  not  obey  them.  At  daybreak  they  started,  and 
were  shortly  attacked  by  the  Persians.  Julian  viras  riding 
in  front,  unarmed,  when  he  heard  that  the  rear  waa 
attacked.  Without  staying  to  put  on  his  corselet^  he  flaw 
to  the  aid  of  his  troops,  and  just  as  he  stretched  out  Ids 
hand,  to  encourage  his  men,  a  spear  entered  beneath  the 
outstretched  arm.  He  tried  to  pull  it  out,  but  the  ahaip 
steel  cut  his  fingers  to  the  bone,  and  he  fell  firom  his  hoise. 

They  raised  him  tenderly,  and  bore  him  to  the  suigeooa 
When  the  pain  was  a  little  assuaged^  he  called  for  his 
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horse  and  arms,  but  had  no  strength  to  rise.  Meanwhile 
the  Persians  were  repulsed ;  but  it  became  evident  that 
the  emperor  was  dying. 

He  conversed  calmly  with  Maximus  and  Prisons,  his 
chosen  friends,  on  the  nature  of  the  disembodied  spirit ; 
bade  his  soldiers  cease  to  weep,  for  he  should  soon  be 
united  with  the  stars ;  called  for  a  draught  of  cold  water, 
drank  it,  and  calmly  expired,  in  the  second  year  of  his 
reign,  and  the  thirty- second  of  his  age. 

Well  may  the  Christian  pity  this  unhappy  emperor,  and 
render  the  tribute  undoubtedly  due  to  his  natural  virtues, 
his  chastity,  his  courage,  his  abilities.  We  c^not  forget 
the  unfj&vourable  light  in  which  Christianity  had  pre- 
sented itself  to  him;  the  unscrupulous  Arians  who  had 
surrounded  his  cradle ;  the  satire  upon  Christianity  pre- 
sented in  the  life  of  Constantius,  the  murderer  of  his 
kinsfolk. 

At  such  a  moment,  it  is  not  wonderful  that  many  super- 
natural portents  are  reported  to  have  foretold  his  fate,  or 
revealed  it  to  Christians  separated  by  hundreds  of  leagues 
of  barren  desert^  or  other  great  physical  barriers.  The 
scoffing  libanus  asked  a  Christian  at  Antioch, ''  What  is 
tibe  carpenter's  son  doing  ?"  **  He  is  making  a  coffin,"  was 
the  reply. 

But  the  most  striking  legend  is  thus  related  by  So- 
zomen: — 

^  One  of  the  friends  of  the  emperor  was  travelling  into 
Persia  with  the  desire  to  join  the  expedition,  when  one 
night  he  found  himself  on  a  lonely  road  with  no  habitation 
near  but  a  deserted  church,  into  the  which  he  entered  and 
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slept.  But  in  the  night  he  saw  in  a  vision  all  the  Apostles 
and  Prophets  gathered  together,  complaining  of  the  injuries 
Julian  was  inflicting  upon  the  Church,  and  consulting 
upon  the  measures  which  should  be  adopted. 

"Whereupon  two  individuals  rose  up  in  the  midst  of 
the  assembly,  and  bade  their  brethren  be  of  good  cheer; 
for  they  would  remove  the  oppressor.  Whereupon  they 
departed,  and  the  vision  ceased.  He  who  saw  this  vision 
did  not  dare  depart,  but  awaited  ils  sequel  in  horrible 
suspense,  so  lifelike  had  it  been,  and  such  its  effect  upon 
him.  So  he  laid  himself  down  to  sleep  in  the  same  place 
the  next  night,  and  again  saw  the  same  assembly,  when 
the  two  who  had  departed  the  previous  night  returned 
and  announced,  'Julian  is  dead!'" 

This  is  but  one  amongst  the  many  similar  traditions  of 
which  it  may  serve  as  a  specimen.  They  only  show  how 
thoroughly  the  minds  of  men  must  have  been  wrought 
upon  by  the  critical  state  of  affairs,  by  the  calamities 
undoubtedly  impending  over  the  Church,  and  the  conse- 
quent danger  to  the  state.  Had  Julian  returned  triumphant 
from  Persia,  the  failure  of  milder  measures  would  pro- 
bably have  driven  him  to  use  the  vast  power  at  his  com- 
mand as  Diocletisui  had  used  it,  and  the  result  must  haye 
been  civil  war ;  for  the  principle  of  non-resistance  was  no 
longer  the  moving  principle  of  the  Church.  We  need  not 
heed  the  tradition  which  states  that  in  his  dying  moments 
Julian  cast  his  own  blood  into  the  air,  crying  out^  '0 
Galilsean,  Thou  hast  conquered!"  The  fact  was  self- 
evident^  and  probably  suggested  the  legend. 


CHAPTER  XVL 

FROM  THE  DEATH  OF  JULIAN  TO  THE 
ACCESSION  OF  THEODOSIUS. 

A.D.  863^78. 

•T^HE  death  of  Julian  occurred  in  a  moment  of  extreme 
peril  to  the  Eoman  army.  Emboldened  by  the  event, 
which  could  not  long  be  concealed  from  them,  the  Persians 
renewed  their  attacks,  and  the  state  of  the  army  became 
most  critical 

A  council  was  at  once  called,  and  attended  by  the  chief 
officers  of  the  army.  A  leader  was  necessary,  and  in  this 
extremity  they  proclaimed  Jovian  emperor,  a  soldier  alike 
distinguished  by  his  birth  and  his  -courage.  He  had  been 
a  military  tribune  when  Julian  put  forth  the  edict,  giving 
his  officers  the  option  of  resigning  or  sacrificing,  and  had 
at  once  laid  down  his  commission.  Such,  however,  was  his 
value,  that  Julian  would  not  accept  his  resignation,  but 
continued  him  among  the  generals. 

On  being  saluted  emperor,  he  at  first  refased  to  accept 
the  onerous  dignity,  and  when  the  soldiers  threatened  vio* 
lence,  said  that  he  did  not  wish  to  reign  over  idolaters. 
Immediately  the  hoUowness  of  the  restored  Paganism  was 
demonstrated,  the  soldiers  cast  down  its  emblems,  and 
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declared  that  they  were  Christians,  upon  which  Jovian 
allowed  himself  to  be  invested  with  the  ensigns  of  au- 
thority. 

His  task,  however,  was  an  inglorious  one.  There  was 
no  safety  but  in  submission ;  and  although  the  ten  thou- 
sand Greeks  of  Xenophon  had  accomplished  their  retreat 
from  the  same  neighbourhood,  yet  (heir  spirit  was  wanting 
in  the  degenerate  Bomans  of  the  fourth  centuiy,  and  the 
Persians  of  Sapor  differed  widely  from  those  of  Artaxerxes. 

Therefore,  the  soldiers  being  dispirited,  provisions  fedling, 
and  the  foe  increasing  each  hour,  Jovian  agreed  to  termi- 
nate the  war  on  terms  by  no  means  honourable  to  the 
Boman  name. 

Sapor  insisted  on  the  absolute  cession  of  the  territory 
east  of  the  Tigris,  and  of  certain  cities,  including  .NisifaiSi 
so  often  gallantly  defended.  A  peace  was  concluded  on 
these  terms  for  thirty  years,  and  hostages  exchanged  on 
each  side. 

Upon  their  retreat  they  encamped  under  the  walls  of 
Nisibis,  which  shame  prevented  Jovian  from  entering.  No- 
thing could  exceed  the  grief  of  its  inhabitants  at  the  cession 
of  their  city.  Nearly  all  of  them  Christians,  on  whose 
behalf  God  had  so  recently,  as  they  believed,  manifested 
His  power  in  the  recent  siege,  they  dreaded  falling  under 
the  power  of  the  fire- worshippers,  whose  savage  persecu- 
tion of  Christianity  was  fresh  in  their  memory.  They  even 
begged  to  be  allowed  to  defend  the  city  alone  and  unaided; 
but  all  was  in  vain,  and  orders  were  given  that  every 
citizen  should  be  prepared  to  migrate  in  three  days,  unless 
willing  to  become  the  subject  of  Sapor.    The  other  cities 
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being  likewise  surrendered,  Jovian  returned  in  peace 
towards  Borne.  On  the  marcli  the  Labarum  was  again 
displayed.  By  a  circular  epistle  Jovian  declared  the 
Christian  Faith  to  be  the  religion  of  the  empire.  The  edicts 
of  Julian  were  abolished,  and  all  her  legal  immunities  and 
po(ti»essions  restored  to  the  Church. 

This  circular  was  sent  to  the  governors  of  all  the 
provinces,  and  a  large  assemblage  of  Christian  bishops,  in^ 
eluding  Athanasius,  gathered  together  at  Antioch  to  greet 
Jovian  on  his  return.    He  remained  there  six  weeks. 

The  Pagans  bewailed,  as  well  they  might,  the  death  of 
Julian,  and  said  that  Christianity  was,  as  of  old,  associated 
with  the  disgrace  of  the  Boman  arms ;  yet  the  remark  was 
unjust,  for  the  catastrophe  which  had  befallen  them  was 
simply  owing  to  the  indiscretion  of  Julian,  and  had  he 
survived  he  must  have  undergone  the  humiliation  which 
fell  to  the  lot  of  his  successor.  Jovian  was,  however,  very 
far  from  being  a  persecutor,  and  calmed  the  fears  of  his 
Pagan  subjects  by  an  edict,  extending  toleration  to  all, 
whether  Pagans,  Arians,  or  Catholics. 

But  he  was  himself,  not  only  a  Christian,  but  a  Catholic 
also,  and  he  wrote  to  Athanasius  in  person,  praising  his 
devotion  to  the  L^rd  and  his  brave  contempt  of  danger. 
'^Betum  to  thy  see,*'  he  ended;  ''be  the  pastor  of  God's 
people,  and  pray  for  us." 

The  rulers  of  the  Church  now  resumed  the  discussion  of 
doctrinal  questions,  which  had  been  suspended  by  the 
common  danger  during  the  life  of  Julian,  and  a  council 
was  convened  at  Antioch,  in  Syria,  which  confirmed  the 
decrees  of  Nicsea.    The  Anomseans,  or  extreme  Arians; 
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refused  to  comply  with  these  decrees,  and  JoYian  irai 
requested  to  banish  them ;  but,  Mthfol  to  his  poliqr  of 
toleration,  he  bluntly  refused. 

The  Arians,  who  still  followed  Athanasios  with  unre- 
lenting hostility,  used  every  efibrt  to  get  him  expelled  from 
his  see,  and  one  Lucius  elected  in  his  room.  But  when 
they  came,  according  to  their  custom,  to  accuse  him  to 
Jovian,  he  asked  their  leader,  Lucius,  ^*  How  did  you  come 
to  Antioch?"  "By  sea,"  was  the  reply;  whereupon  the 
emperor  gave  vent  to  an  imprecation  upon  the  sailors  for 
not  having  thrown  him  overboard.  It  was  not  encourag- 
ing. From  that  period  Jovian  manifested  very  great 
friendship  for  Athanasius,  and  the  Arians  were  forced  to 
restrain  their  animosity  for  a  season. 

Lnmediately  after  these  events,  Jovian  left  Antioch  and 
departed  for  Tarsus,  in  CUicia,  on  his  journey  to  Borne. 
There  he  duly  performed  the  obsequies  of  the  unhappy 
Julian,  whose  body  had  been  conveyed  thither  from  the 
distant  scene  of  his  death.  This  melancholy  task  con* 
eluded,  he  renewed  his  journey,  and  arrived  at  a  place 
called  Dardastana,  situated  on  the  frontiers  of  Bithynia. 
He  retired  to  rest  as  usual,  but  was  found  dead  in  his 
chamber  on  the  following  morning.  Sis  death  was  at- 
tributed to  various  causes.  The  most  probable  is  that  he 
slept  in  a  recently  plastered  room,  in  which  a  large  fire 
of  charcoal  had  been  lighted  to  expel  the  damp.  He  was 
in  the  thirty-third  year  of  his  age,  aud  had  only  reigned 
eight  months,  and  his  loss  was  justly  r^arded  as  a  most 
grievous  calamity  to  the  empire,  especially  by  GathoUc 
Christians. 
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On  the  arrival  of  the  troops  at  Mcsea,  in  Bithynia,  they 
proclaimed  Yalentmian  emperor. 

He  was  a  zealous  Christian,  who  had  not  long  returned 
from  banishnient;  for  he  had  grievously  offended  Julian 
by  his  open  profession  of  Christianity,  having  struck  a 
priest  .who  sprinkled  the  lustr^  water  over  him  while 
attending  Jtdian  to  the  gate  of  a  temple,  and  even  having 
torn  away  the  portion  of  the  robe  on  which  the  water  had 
fallen.  As  soon  as  Jovian  came  to  the  throne,  Yalentinian 
was  recalled  from  banishment  to  his  accustomed  post  in 
the  army;  and  now,  by  the  unanimous  voice  of  oflicers 
and  soldiers,  was  saluted  emperor.  A  greater  proof  could 
not  be  afforded  of  the  hopelessness  of  the  cause  on  which 
Julian  had  staked  his  all,  than  the  successors  chosen  by 
his  own  army. 

Shortly  afterwards  he  divided  the  empire  with  his 
brother  Valens.  Yalentinian  took  the  Western  portion 
with  Bome,  Yalens  the  Eastern  with  Constantinople. 

The  character  of  Yalentinian  was  very  perplexing.  He 
united  the  most  opposite  qualities. 

So  cruel  was  he  sometimes,  that  even  in  ruling  the  royal 
household  the  expressions,  "  Bum  him  alive,"  "  Beat  him 
to  death,"  "  Strike  off  his  head,"  were  his  common  exple- 
tives ;  and,  alas  I  they  were  not  mere  expletives,  but  were 
carried  into  effect,  even  for  such  trifling  offences  as  a  hasty 
word,  or  an  involuntary  delay.  A  poor  boy  who  slipped 
a  hound  too  hastily,  an  armourer  who  made  a  cuirass  a 
few  ounces  too  light,  thus  suffered.  He  also  kept  two 
bears,  whom  he  called  "  Golden  Grain"  and  "  Innocence," 
to  whom  he  gave  malefactors,  watching  their  last  agonies 
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with  calm  satisfiBu^on.    So  fond  was  he  of  these  hean 
that  he  had  their  dens  near  his  own  bedchamber. 

On  the  other  hand,  he  issued  most  beneficent  laws.  He 
forbade  the  exposure  of  new-bom  infants ;  he  established 
fourteen  physicians,  at  the  public  expense,  for  the  service 
of  the  poor  of  Borne,  and  established  universities  at  that 
city  and  Constantinople.  He  was  inclined  to  feiToai 
Catholic  principles,  but  was  impatient  of  religious  dis- 
cussions, and  easily  imposed  upon  by  the  pretended  sab- 
mission  of  certain  Arians,  so  that  Auxentius,  although  an 
AriftTi^  kept  the  see  of  Milan,  and  Hilary  was  banished  for 
opposing  the  imperial  will  in  the  matter. 

Yalens,  on  the  other  hand,  was  baptized  by  an  Arian 
bishop,  in  367,  as  he  was  setting  out  to  oppose  the  Grotiis, 
and  till  his  death  patronized  the  heretics  and  persecuted 
the  Catholics.  He  utterly  lacked  his  brother^s  talents,  but 
was,  like  him,  capable  of  great  cruelty. 

After  a  civil  war,  in  which  he  defeated  a  competitor 
for  the  empire,  Procopius,  the  kinsman  of  Julian,  Valens 
exercised  cruelties  proportioned  to  the  fears  he  had  mani- 
fested during  the  struggle ;  and  when  these  political  mas- 
sacres ended,  a  most  cruel  inquisition  into  the  reputed 
magical  acts  of  the  higher  classes,  both  at  Borne  and  at 
Antioch,  was  commenced.  From  the  extremities  of  Europe 
and  Asia  the  young  or  the  aged  were  dragged  in  chains  to 
one  or  the  other  of  these  cities.    The  nobUity  was  deci- 
mated, the  soldiers  professed  their  numbers  insufficient  to 
guard  the  captives,  who  suffered  the  most  cruel  tortures 
and  ignominious  deaths. 

Amongst  the  multitude  of  victims,  young  Chrysostom, 
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the  future  Bishop  of  Constantinople,  and  glory  of  the 
Eastern  Church,  narrowly  escaped,  because  he  had  acci- 
dentally found  one  of  the  proscribed  books. 

Tet  both  princes  retained  the  chaste  and  temperate 
simplicity  which  had  adorned  their  private  life,  and  under 
their  reign  the  pleasures  of  the  court  cost  the  people 
neither  a  blush  nor  a  sigh. 

One  of  the  saddest  scenes  in  the  early  history  of  the 
Boman  Church  occurred  about  this  time.  liberius,  after 
many  years  af  steadfast  well-doing  which  succeeded  his 
lapse  and  restoration,  died  in  September,  366,  one  of  his 
last  actions  having  been  the  reception  of  a  large  body  of 
the  Eastern  Church,  who  had  renounced  Arianism,  into 
the  unity  of  the  Catholic  Faith. 

A  struggle  at  once  commenced  for  the  vacant  see. 
Damasus,  a  priest  of  the  Church  of  S.  Laurence,  was  con- 
secrated by  one  party,  and  Ursinus  by  another,  shortly 
afterwards.  One  month  after  the  death  of  Liberius  the 
party  of  Damasus  besieged  the  church  wherein  his  oppo- 
nents  were  worshipping,  accompanied  by  many  adherents 
of  the  baser  sort,  who,  improving  the  occasion,  were  guilty 
of  a  bloody  massacre ;  so  that,  when  the  tumult  subsided, 
one  hundred  and  thirty- seven  dead  bodies  were  found  in 
the  basilica. 

Each  party  endeavoured  to  throw  the  blame  upon  their 
opponents,  although  the  spotless  life  and  fervent  charity  . 
which  afterwards  distinguished  the  successful  candidate, 
Damasus,  forbids  us  to  suppose  that  he  in  any  way  sanc- 
tioned the  sacrilegious  massacre. 

By  this  time,  as  we  learn  from  the  Pagan  writer.  Am- 
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nafcHTBi.  the  epacopol  d^Bisj  st  Some  vas  one  of  sndi 
pToud  pT&-€cimexbce^  tBac  the  Pa^iui  ptefect  l>fflfsU^tiH, 
2tidresemg  Dauzttsos,  exrlaimfd,  *llake  me-Buhop  of 
Borne,  ukd  I  wiEL  st  cxice  torn  ChnstiBnJ'  Ammumin 
I'jtditij  contiaau  the  pomp  and  hixmy  of  the  mdao- 
p^^JiitazLS,  widk  the  ampIicitT  and  self -denial  of  the  imil 
prelates. 

Up  to  this  period  the  Chnich  had  lest  bom  penecotion 
bat  after  Yalens  xesigned  his  o(»iscience  to  the  keeping  of 
his  Arian  adTiseis,  he  pat  finth  an  edict  that  all  bisbopi 
expelled  by  Constantios  and  reatoved  hy  Jolian  should  be 
again  banished.  The  Alexandrians  said  that  the  woids 
coald  not  refer  to  Athanasias,  who  had  been  excepted 
from  the  edict  of  Julian.  Still  the  archbishop  was  foioed 
to  leave  the  episcopal  palace^  and  confine  himself  for  four 
months,  when  Yal^is  yielded  to  the  entreaties  of  the 
people;  and  thus  terminated  this  last  banishment  of 
Athanasius.    It  was  the  fi/ih  which  he  had  endured 

But  the  work  of  this  noble  man  was  nearly  over.  After 
three  or  four  years  of  peace,  during  which  he  was  the  veiy 
stay  and  support  of  the  Faithful,  under  the  blackening 
horizon,  he  departed  in  peace.  May  2nd,  373,  and  he  whom 
the  storm  of  persecution  had  never  shaken,  but  only 
proved,  passed  to  the  haven  of  eternal  rest. 

Scarcely  has  the  episcopate  ever  possessed  so  noble  a 
saint  Gibbon,  the  infidel  historian,  tells  us  that  his 
labours  and  sufferings  in  defence  of  Catholic  doctrine  were 
the  sole  pleasure,  busiuess,  duty,  and  gloiy  of  his  life,  and 
that  he  displayed  a  superiority  of  character  and  abilities 
which  would  have  qualified  him,  far  better  than  the 
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i^enerate  sons  oi  Constantine,  for  the  government  of  a 
jpreat  monarchy. 

Inflamed  firom  his  youth  with  that  love  of  Jesus  Christ, 
vrMch  makes  saints,  from  the  day  when  he  heard  at  Nicsea 
those  doctrines  from  the  lips  of  Arius  which  made  his 
Lord  a  mere  creature,  he  consecrated  his  whole  energies  in 
reparation  to  that  Lord,  adding  to  a  profound  knowledge 
and  fiery  eloquence  all  the  strength  of  an  iron  wilL  This 
one  object  of  his  existence  seemed  lost  when,  after  Arimi- 
SLum,  it  might  well  be  said,  "  Athahasius  contra  mundum ;'' 
bat  within  a  few  years  of  his  death  the  Nicene  Faith  was 
triumphant  throughout  the  world. 

But  meanwhile  Valens  had  inaugurated  a  very  severe 
persecution.  Eighty  of  the  Catholic  clergy  who  had  sought 
his  presence,  to  protest  against  the  cruelties  inflicted  upon 
tiie  Faithful  at  Constantinople,  were  compelled  to  embark 
on  board  a  ship,  which  was  then  set  on  fire  and  deserted 
by  her  crew,  so  that  they  aU  perished  in  the  flames.  Many 
of  the  Faithful  at  Antioch  were  drowned  in  the  Orontes, 
and  the  monks  of  Egypt  invaded  by  a  miUtary  force,  by 
whose  hands  many  of  them  suffered  death. 

Basil  of  Caesarea  was  especially  a  mark  for  Arian 
animosity*  Educated  firstly  at  Caesarea,  then  at  Athens,  in 
company  with  his  beloved  friend  Gregory  of  Nazianzus, 
he  was  made  bishop  of  the  former  city,  after  many  years 
of  diversified  labour,  a.d.  371. 

The  prefect  Modestus,  the  minister  of  the  cruelty  of 
Yalens,  endeavoured  to  bend  him  to  the  emperor^s  will, 
but  he  amazed  that  subservient  of&cial  by  the  boldness 
of  his  replies. 

X 
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"Do  you  not  fear  what  I  can  cause  you  to  woSSsstV 
asked  the  prefect.  "Tell  me  what  it  is/'  was  the  lej^. 
'* Confiscation,  exile,  torture,  death."  "Find  out  somemoie 
potent  menace,"  replied  the  saint  "  Confiscation  caniMi 
touch  a  man  who  has  no  property;  exile  cannot  touch  Urn 
who  regards  the  whole  world  as  God's,  and  himself  as  a 
stranger  and  pilgrim ;  nor  torture  a  feeble  body  "wAick 
could  but  endure  the  first  stroke ;  while  death  wonld  be 
the  gate  of  everlasting  life." 

The  prefect  reported  the  conversation  to  his  master,  ivbo 
came  to  Csesarea,  where  he  entered  the  CathoUc  chnnl 
on  the  festival  of  the  Epiphany.  He  found  the  chmek 
thronged,  and  the  chant  of  the  psalms  pealed  like  thundet 
The  archbishop  was  standing  as  one  rapt  and  ahsoiM 
with  the  attendant  ministers  around.  The  tinearthly  giu- 
deur  of  the  service  caused  Valens  to  tremble.  He  jw- 
sented  his  offering,  no  hand  would  receive  it,  nor  was  ha 
allowed  to  communicate. 

The  impression  was  heightened  by  a  subsequent  con- 
versation, and  he  left  Basil  unmolested  in  his  see. 

At  Edessa  the  Catholics  were  deprived  of  their  chaidii 
and  forced  to  worship  in  the  fields.  Modestus  menaced 
them  with  destruction,  and  they  crowded  thither  in  gieitff 
numbers. 

He  met  a  woman  carrying  her  child  to  the  scene,  and 
asked  her  why  she  did  so:  "That  he  may  share  tk 
crown  of  martyrdom  with  me,"  she  replied.  Modeatoft 
gave  up  the  attempt  to  coerce  them. 

In  the  year  375,  YiEJentinian  died  in  a  fit  of  passicm  as 
he  was  receiving  some  German  ambassadors^  whp  sued  fv 
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peace  ia^^tih»  most  humble  terms,  after  an  unsuccessM 
rtrt^Ie.  Giving  full  vent  to  his  fury,  he  was  reproadi^^ 
ilE^  them  in  the  most  opprobrious  manner,  when  he  burst 
a  blood-vessel,  and  nevet  spoke  again. 

During  these  sad  times  it  pleased  God  to  raise  up  de- 
Cttiders  of  the  Faith,  whose  names  have  become  household 
words  to  aU  succeeding  generations,  and  who  filled  the 
place  left  vacant  by  tiie  death  of  the  great  Athanasius. 

8.  Ma/rHn^  Bishop  of  Tours,  had  already  begun  that 
ecmrse  of  missionary  labours  which  has  earned  for  him 
tlie  title  of  the  Apostle  of  GauL  Originally  a  soldier,  he 
renounced  t^e  military  profession  to  follow  Christ  more 
perfectly.  We  are  told  that,  while  yet  a  catechumen,  he 
eat  his  cloak  in  half  to  give  to  a  poor  beggar  on  a  cold 
winter  day,  and  was  rewarded  by  a  vision  of  the  Lord  in 
glory,  wearing  the  cloak  thus  divided,  and  saying,  "See  this 
doak,  which  Martin,  yet  a  catechumen,  hath  given  Me." 
Consecrated  by  the  unanimous  election  of  the  people  of 
Tours,  in  July,  372,  he  travelled  as  a  missionary  amongst 
die  inhabitants  of  the  forests,  who  were  yet  addicted  to 
tlieir  Druidical  superstitions,  and  accepted  a  challenge 
from  certain  Pagan  priests  to  stake  the  truth  of  his 
mission  upon  a  miracle.  He  stood  beneath  a  sacred  tree 
which  overhung  him,  while  they  proceeded  to  cut  it  down, 
^  and  the  legend  tells  us,  that  as  it  gave  way  he  made  the 
sign  of  the  cross,  and  the  tree  fell  heavily  on  the  other 
side. 

Miiaoles  without  number,  indeed,  are  imputed  to  him ; 
so  that^  making  allowance  for  all  possible  exaggeration,  we 
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must  still  believe  that  very  wonderful  prodigies  attended 
kis  heroic  labours.  At  the  close  of  the  year,  he  was  invited 
to  visit  the  imperial  court  at  Milan,  where  he  was  veiy 
graciously  received  by  Valentinian. 

Meanwhile  sad  afiOdction  had  fallen  upon  the  deeply- 
tried  Church  of  Alexandria. 

Athanasius,  dying,  had  recommended  Peter,  of  Some,  as 
his  successor,  and  he  was  accordingly  elected  and  coiue- 
crated.  But  the  Arians,  accompanied  by  a  miultitade  of 
Pagans,  and  headed  by  the  prefect  Palladius  with  a  band 
of  soldiers,  attacked  the  church,  and  once  more  similar 
excesses  to  those  of  the  days  of  Constantius  were  enactei 
The  Pagans  gave  full  vent  to  their  hatred  of  Christiani^. 
They  shouted  Pagan  hymns,  delivered  a  discourse  in 
favour  of  vice  from  the  pulpit,  and  a  shameless  wretch,  in 
woman's  attire,  sat  on  the  altar,  where,  says  Peter,  we 
invoke  the  Holy  Spirit. 

The  tyrant  Valens,  sanctioning  all  these  iniquities,  sent 
the  Arian,  Lucius,  to  fill  the  episcopal  throne,  and  he  vai 
received  with  eager  welcome  by  the  Pagans.  "  Wdoome,* 
they  cried,  "  thou  who  deniest  the  Son.  Serapia  loves  thee^ 
and  hast  brought  thee  hither."  Such  was  tlm  idliance  be- 
tween Arianism  and  Paganism. 

Many  of  the  Faithful  were  put  to  death  in  the  end 
persecution  that  followed:  many  more,  even  childieD, 
grievously  tortured.  Peter  escaped  to  Home,  and  vai 
received  with  open  arms  by  Damasus ;  for  there  was  safety 
in  the  dominions  of  Valentinian. 

The  Arian  heresy  was  now  at  its  height.  Ulphilaa^  tbe 
great  apostle  of  the  Goths,  whose  labours  had  converted 
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iitimbers  of  those  barbarians,  visiting  Yalens  to  seek  aid 
against  a  heathen  oppressor,  was  unhappily  induced  to 
adopt  the  emperor's  religion,  and  his  converts  followed 
him.  The  results  were  most  momentous,  and  affected 
Christianity  for  generations;  for  the  Goths  were  the  future 
conquerors  of  Bome. 

We  have  already  mentioned  that  one  Auxentius,  an 
Arian,  signing  the  creed  of  Ariminum,  was  allowed  to 
retain  the  important  see  of  Milan.  At  his  death,  the 
Emperor  Yalentinian  left  the  choice  of  his  successor  to 
the  people,  and  in  the  midst  of  a  doubtful  contest  between 
Catholics  and  Arians,  the  governor  of  liguria,  Ambrose, 
tnade  an  earnest  appeal  to  them  to  preserve  the  peace. 

Suddenly  a  little  child  cried  out,  "Let  Ambrose  be 
bishop,"  and,  as  if  the  words  were  inspired,  the  whole 
multitude  took  up  the  cry. 

In  spite  of  his  obvious  reluctance,  he  was  literally 
seized  by  the  people,  although  unbaptized,  drawn  from  a 
place  of  concealment  to  which  he  fled  for  refuge,  and  only 
allowed  to  stipidate  that  he  should  receive  Baptism  from 
a  Catholic. 

On  the  eighth  day  after  his  baptism  he  was  consecrated 
to  this  important  see,  being  then  thirty-four  years  of  age. 
rhe  general  enthusiasm  was  ascribed  to  Divine  interven- 
tion, and  allowed  to  supply  all  the  canonical  defects  in 
this  hasty  proceeding;  and  certainly  the  future  justified 
tiie  choice.  For  the  present  the  new  bishop  committed  him- 
self with  unremitting  diligence  to  the  study  of  theology. 
He  was  consecrated  December  7th,  374. 
.    About  the  same  time,  S.  Jerome,  whose  name  is  indelibly 
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associated  with  the  hi&tory  of  the  time,  first  came  into 
notoriety. 

He  was  a  Dalmatian,  who  in  early  yool^  Jiad  son^ 
Borne  for  the  study  of  the  law.  In  his  youth  he  had  been 
given  gr^tly  to  dissipation.  But  he  tells  us  that  he  was 
not  left  long  without  serious  impressions ;  particulaEly  he 
rememhers  visiting  the  tombs  of  the  martyrs  in  the  cata- 
combs upon  the  Sundays,  and  the  effect  produced  upon  him 
by  the  awful  gloom  of  those  scenes,  where  the  assemUiat 
of  the  Church  had  once  been  held,  in  startUng  contmit 
to  the  gorgeous  churches  with  which  the  piety  of  the 
CSbristianity  of  his  day  honoured  the  Lord. 

Here  he  was  baptized,  and  became  a  most  enthusiaatiQ 
Catholic.  After  visiting  Treves  and  Aquil^a,  he  withdrew 
to  Antioch,  where  he  was  still  pursuing  his  dasaical 
studies,  when  he  had  a  very  severe  illness^  during  which 
he  fell  into  a  kind  of  trance. 

He  supposed  himself  in  the  presence  of  his  Judges 
when,  being  asked  concerning  his  faith,  he  replied  that  he 
was  a  Christian.  "Thou  liestl"  was  the  reply.  "Whew 
the  treasure  is,  there  wiU  the  heart  be  also.  Thou  art  a 
Ciceronian."  At  his  earnest  entreaty,  he  dreamt  that  be 
was  spared,  and  permitted  to  return  to  the  world.  On  his 
recovery  he  utterly  abjured  secular  studies,  and  fled  to  tha 
deserts,  where  in  sohtude  and  silence  he  laid  the  foundation 
of  the  wondrous  learning  for  which  he  was  afterwards  lo 
distinguished.    This  was  in  the  year  374. 

Valentiniaa  was  succeeded  in  the  East  hy  his  aoa 
Oration,  a  promising  youth  then  in  his  seventeenth  yeai; 
who  by  the  advice,  or  perhaps  compulsion,  of  his  ministeri 
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Iforobandes,  a  Frank,  was  led  to  associate  his  young  half- 
brother  Valentinian,  then  only  in  his  fourth  year,  as  a. 
partner  in  the  empire. 

Yalens  continued  to  reign  alone  in  the  East,  and  still 
continued  to  persecute  the  Catholics,  when  a  fearful 
calamity  befell  the  Eastern  empire.  The  Groths  had  been 
living  peaceably  enough  in  their  settlements  to  the  north 
and  east  of  Dacia,  when  a  mighty  swarm  of  hideous 
barbarians  appeared  on  their  outskirts,  known  to  posterity 
as  the  Huns.  The  physical  qualities  of  these  repulsive 
beings,  their  extreme  ugliness,  the  breadth  between  their 
eyes,  and  other  qualities,  indicated  their  origin  from  a 
totally  difierent  family  of  the  human  race.  Indeed,  they 
belonged  to  those  Tartar  tribes  who  occupied  the  whole 
extent  of  Nordiern  Asia,  pressing  upon  the  Chinese  empire 
in  the  East,  and  now  in  their  restless  migrations  pressing 
towards  the  far  different  civilization  of  Bome. 

The  Goths  suffered  such  fearful  defeats  from  these  evil 
beings,  that  they  begged  the  Boman  authorities  for  shelter 
south  of  the  Danube,  and  upon  very  humiliating  con- 
ditions, two  hundred  thousand  of  them  were  suffered  to 
enter  the  Eoman  territory  as  fugitives.  But  instead  of 
conciliating  their  guests  so  as  to  utilize  their  valour  in 
the  defence  of  the  empire,  the  Boman  authorities  treated 
tl^m  with  such  vile  inhumanity,  that,  after  selling  their 
own  flesh  and  blood,  their  sons  and  daughters,  for  such 
food  as  the  carcases  of  dogs,  they  took  up  arms  to  supply 
the  very  necessities  of  nature. 

A  terrible  struggle  ensued.  The  men  who  might  have 
formed  a  bulwark  for  Bome  against  the  Huns  became  her 
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deadliest  foes ;  and  finally  the  whole  force  of  the  Eastern 
empire  was  arrayed  against  them  in  battle,  near  Adrianople, 
on  August  the  9th,  a.d.  378.  Gratian  had  been  summoned 
to  his  uncle's  assistance,  and  was  advancing  with  the  forces 
of  the  West ;  but,  hoping  to  have  all  the  glory  to  himseH 
the  ill-advised  Yalens  joined  battle  before  his  arrival  A 
fearful  defeat,  such  as  Bome  had  not  known  since  Camiae, 
ensued.  Yalens  was  severely  wounded,  and  his  eunnchs 
conveyed  him  to  a  cottage  in  the  neighbourhood  to  diess 
his  wounds.  While  thus  engaged  the  Goths  surrounded 
the  cottage,  and  being  unable  to  force  the  doors,  heaped 
combustible  materials  around  it,  and  burned  the  house  and 
all  within  it,  save  one  soldier,  who  leaped  out  of  a  window, 
and  survived  to  tell  the  painful  story. 

Such  was  his  fate,  in  the  fiftieth  year  of  his  age,  and 
the  fourteenth  of  his  reign.  Almost  the  only  vice  he  had 
was  cruelty;  and  his  tragical  death  did  not  fail  to  recall 
to  the  minds  of  the  Catholics  the  fate  of  the  eighty  deigj 
who  perished  in  the  burning  ship. 


CHAPTER  XVII. 

FROM  THE  ACCESSION  OF  THEODOSIUS  TO 
THE  CONVERSION  OF  S.  AUGUSTINK 

A.D.  879>887. 

nnHE  fate  of  the  unhappy  Valens  left  the  whole  burden 
of  government  upon  the  youthful  Gratian,  only  yet 
in  his  twenty-second  year.  Shrinking  from  the  responsi- 
bility of  empire  in  so  great  a  crisis,  he  looked  around  him 
for  a  colleague  with  whom  he  could  share  the  burden,  for 
his  brother,  Valentinian,  was  still  only  nine  years  of  age, 
and  found  one  in  the  great  Theodosius,  whose  father,  a 
noble  general,  had  been  rewarded  with  death  for  the  deliver- 
ance of  Britain  and  of  Africa  from  the  barbarians. 

The  choice  was  alike  honourable  to  Gratian  and  to 
Theodosius ;  for  it  was  under  the  nominal  authority  of  the 
former  that  the  elder  Theodosius  had  suffered.  Theodosius 
the  younger  was  now  in  his  thirty-third  year,  possessing 
manly  resolution  and  dignity.  The  qualities  of  his  heart 
were  not  unworthy  of  iTi^rsonal  bearing,  which  greatly 
impressed  the  beholder. 

Since  the  death  of  his  father  he  had  spent  his  time  in 
the  cultivation  of  his  personal  estate  in  Spain,  whence, 
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like  Cincinnatus  of  old,  he  was  summoned  for  the  pIese^ 
vation  of  the  state.  His  country  was  in  danger,  and  he 
relinquished  all  his  natural  animosities  against  the  autho- 
rities under  whom  his  father  had  perished,  and  joined 
Gratian  in  the  city  of  Surmium,  where  he  was  invested 
with  the  imperial  dignity,  January  19th,  A.D.  379. 

Never  was  an  honour  less  solicited  or  more  nobly  home. 
Under  his  reign  Bome  was  still  the  imperial  city  of  Ae 
world,  and  the  empire  was  united  under  a  single  head  for 
the  last  time.  The  last  Eoman  emperor  worthy  of  the 
name  was  also  the  hero  under  whom  Paganism  was  finally 
abolished  in  the  state,  and  Catholic  Christianity  attained 
its  final  triumph. 

Constantine,  of  necessity,  had  left  the  ancient  system  of 
the  state  still  flourishing,  although  he  issued  edicts  against 
heathen  sacrifices. 

Constantius  had  taken  yet  more  decisive  measures ;  but 
Julian  had  abolished  the  enactments  against  Paganism, 
and  Jovian  and  Yalentinian  had  simply  tolerated  all  par* 
ties.  Theodosius  and  Gratian  were  far  more  zealous  in 
their  profession  of  Christianity;  and  believing  that  the 
heathen  worship  was  iuideed  the  worship  of  demons,  they 
felt  that  they  had  no  choipe  but  to  treat  its  exercise  as  an 
offence  against  Grod  and  man. 

Therefore  Gratian,  at  his  accession,  refused  the  title  and 
insignia  of  Pontifex  Maximus,  which  all  his  predecessois 
had  accepted  as  a  mere  matter  of  form,  while  he  seized  on 
all  the  revenues  of  the  Pagan  temples  for  the  use  of 
Church  or  state,  and  abolished  all  the  privileges  of  the 
heathen  priesthood.    The  Pagan  party  was  still  strong  in 
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Borne,  and  the  alter  of  victory,  which  stood  in  the  senate 
house,  once  remoyed  by  Constantine,  but  restored  by 
Julian,  became  the  bone  of  contention.  Gratian  ordered 
it  to  be  removed,  Synwnachus,  the  prefect  of  the  city,  a 
renowned  Pc^an  orator,  pleaded  that  it  might  be  allowed 
to  remain;  but  Ambrose,  of  Milan,  supported  by  all  the 
Christian  members  of  the  senate,  opposed  the  prayer,  and 
prevailed  When  Theodositis  visited  Borne  at  a  later  date, 
he  openly  called  upon  the  senate  to  choose  between  God 
and  Baal,  and  the  majority,  in  the  absence  of  Symma- 
chus,  who  bad  been  exiled  for  his  conspicuous  Paganism, 
declared  themselves  Christians.  The  effect  was  soon 
parceived;  temples  were  deserted  or  transformed  into 
churches,  and  the  religion  which  had  been  triumphant  in 
Borne  for  twelve  centuries  ceased  for  ever.  In  the  pro- 
vinces, many  holy  bishops,  like  S.  Martin,  headed  crusades 
for  the  destruction  of  the  heathen  temples.  This  was 
not  always  achieved  without  danger ;  for  the  inhabitants 
were  frequently  zealous  in  the  defence  of  their  temples. 
In  the  year  385,  Marcellus,  Bishop  of  Apamea,  set  out 
with  an  armed  troop  to  destroy  a  temple  at  a  place  in  his 
diocese,  called  Auton.  Being  lame,  he  remained  at  some 
distance  while  his  followers  w^e  destroying  the  temple, 
when  a  party  of  enraged  peasants  seized  him  and  burnt 
him  to  death  on  the  spot  The  council  of  the  province, 
accounting  him  a  martyr,  would  not  suffer  his  death  to  be 
avenged.  Although  we  may  regret  the  loss  of  such  menu* 
ments  of  classic  beauty  as  those  ancient  temples,  yet  the 
impurities  and  iniquities  of  which  they  had  been  the  scenes 
must  have  fully  justified  the  measure.   We  may  now  gaze 
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with  poetical  regret  at  rained  shaft  or  column ;  for  Pagan- 
ism is  but  a  remembrance,  a  dream  of  the  past;  but  when 
it  was  a  living  power,  no  such  truce  could  be  made  with 
it  The  Christian  student  may  now  stii^dy  the  heathen 
mythology  with  impunity,  aa  one  might,  with  equal  impu- 
nity,  handle  the  dead  body  of  a  venomous  serpent.  Whik 
it  was  yet  living  the  case  was  different  Hence  it  seems 
most  unreasonable  to  deplore  the  '' Vandalism''  of  omr  pre- 
decessors of  that  age. 

At  this  period  all  the  churches  of  the  East,  with  the 
exception  of  Jerusalem,  were  in  the  hands  of  the  Arians. 
The  Macedonians,  who  differed  but  little  in  opinion  fiom 
those  who  maintained  the  doctrines  of  Nicsea^  held  inter- 
course and  communion  with  them  in  all  the  cities.  Bat 
an  enactment  of  Gratian  permitted  to  each  sect  the  exor- 
cise of  its  own  form  of  religion;  and  the  Macedonians, 
retaking  the  churches  from  which  Yalens  had  expelled 
them,  began  to  separate  themselves  from  the  Catholics; 
but  some,  indeed,  condemning  this  schismatic  spirit,  united 
themselves  more  closely  with  the  orthodox  than  ever. 

All  the  bishops  banished  by  Yalens  were  now  recalled. 
Meletius  accordingly  returned  to  Antioch,  where  Paulinns, 
his  successor,  governed  the  see.  There  was  every  prospect 
of  a  schism,  when  Flavian,  afterwards  bishop,  suggested 
that  Paidinus  should  hold  it  for  life,  and  Meletius,  if  the 
survivor,  succeed  him,  whereupon  Meletius  retired  to 
Constantinople. 

The  principal  bishops  at  this  period  deserve  mention. 
Damasus,  who  had  succeeded  liberius,  presided  over  the 
see  of  Bome.    Alexandria  owned  a  divided .  authority ;  for 
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while  the  Catholics  gave  their  allegiance  to  Timothy,  who 
had  succeeded  Peter,  the  Arians  gave  theirs  to  Lucius,  the 
foimer  enemy  and  rival  of  S.  Athanasius.  Constantinople 
was  yet  under  the  rule  of  the  Arian  prelate  Demophilus ; 
but  his  rule  was  drawing  to  an  end. 

In  the  year  379,  the  great  S.  Basil,  Bishop  of  Caesarea, 
and,  after  S.  Athanasius,  the  most  valiant  champion  of  the 
Nicene  Faith,  departed  to  his  rest  Bom  about  the  year 
329,  he  had  been  the  schoolfellow  of  S.  Gregory  of  Nazi- 
anzus,  at  Csesarea,  and  afterwards  his  fellow-student  at 
Athens,  where  they  were  the  pupils  of  the  most  celebrated 
sophists  of  the  age.  There  they  were  thrown  into  contact 
with  Julian,  afterwards  the  apostate,  who,  being  about 
their  own  age,  was  likewise  pursuing  his  studies  at  Athens, 
and  alas !  gradually  falling  away  from  the  truth,  even  as 
his  two  fellow-students  grew  in  the  knowledge  and  love  of 
the  Faith;  for  he  had  already  been  initiated  into  the 
heathen  mysteries  by  Maximus  at  Ephesus. 

S.  Gregory  asserts  that  he  often  saw  cause  to  suspect 
what  a  scourge  the  empire  was  nourishing  in  its  bosom. 
The  Mendship  between  Basil  and  Gregory  was  very 
remarkable.  "We  had  both  the  same  object,"  says 
Gregory  in  after  years;  "we  were  seeking  the  same 
treasure.  We  resolved  to  make  our  friendship  everlasting 
by  seeking  the  same  blissfcd  eternity.  We  watched  over 
each  other,  and  mutually  exhorted  each  other  to  per- 
severance. We  held  no  intercourse  with  those  of  our 
fellow-students  whose  lives  were  evil;  only  with  those 
who,  by  their  modesty  and  wisdom,  set  us  a  good  example. 
We  knew  but  two  roads — ^the  one  to  the  church,  the  other 
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to  the  schools.    As  for  those  which  led  to  the  theatre,  or 
vain  amusements,  we  knew  them  not.'*    . 

It  is  sad  that  so  holy  a  friendship  should  at  length  hayoi 
been  broken.  When  Basil  became  Archbishop  of  Cssarea, 
he  selected  from  the  one  hundred  and  fifty  sees  under  his 
charge  the  miserable  frontier-town  of  Sasinia — a  place  on 
the  junction  of  great  roads,  daily  disturbed  by  the  brawls 
of  carrieiB — ^for  the  fitting  abode  of  his  friend,  and  almost 
compelled  him  to  accept  the  episcopal  charge  of  the  place. 
Gregory  could  not  content  himself  there,  but,  after  his 
consecration,  first  retired  to  Nazianzus  to  assist  his  father, 
who  was  bishop  of  that  city,  and  then,  being  invited  by 
the  suffering  remnant  of  the  Catholics  in  Constantinople, 
who  had  groaned  imder  Arian  oppression  ever  since  the 
appointment  of  Macedonius,  in  the  year  340,  he  came 
thither  as  a  missionary  bishop.  The  place  had  now  been 
the  head-quarters  of  Arianism  for  nearly  forty  years.  In 
379,  Catholic  services  were  commenced  in  the  Church  of 
the  Anastasia,  or  Besurrection — name  of  happiest  omen. 
It  was  simply  a  house  metsonorphosed  into  a  chutch. 
Daily  services  and  eloquent  preaching  attracted  the  citizens; 
and  the  Arians,  conscious  of  the  badness  of  their  cause, 
commenced  persecution,  pelting  the  bishop  with  stones, 
and  sending  crowds  of  the  lowest  of  the  people  to  pro&ne 
the  church  and  disturb  its  services.  StiU  Gregory  pe^ 
severed.  S.  Jerome  came  to  his  assistance,  and,  in  the 
midst  of  all  opposition,  the  word  of  God  grew  mightily, 
and  prevailed. 

But  Arianism,  which  had  grown  like  a  i»nk  weed  under 
imperial  support,  suddenly  lost  its  accustomed  nutriment 
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In  the  year  380,  Theodosius  received  Holy  Baptism  from 
the  Catholic  Bishop  of  Thessalonica,  and  thenceforth 
threw  himself  heart  and  soul  into  the  cause.  He  issued  an 
edict  to  his  subjects,  recommending  to  them  the  Catholic 
Faith  as  delivered  by  the  Apostles,  and  then  professed  at 
Borne  and  Alexandria,  which  recognized  the  Godhead  of 
Father,  Son,  and  Holy  Spirit  of  co-equal  majesty. 

In  November,  Theodosius  came  to  Constantinople,  where 
he  requested  the  Arian  Bishop  to  subscribe  the  Nicene 
Creed,  and  thereby  unite  the  people.  He  refused  to  obey, 
and  therefore  received  an  imperial  command  to  surrender 
the  churches  to  the  Catholics.  It  seemed  a  hard  measure, 
yet  it  was  but  that  which  the  Arians  had  ever  meted  to 
their  opponents ;  as,  for  example,  at  Alexandria,  under  the 
infamous  opponents  of  Athanasius — Gregory  and  George 
of  Cappadocia.  The  Arians  now  took  their  turn  to  worship 
outside  the  city,  as  they  had  so  often  compelled  the 
Catholics  to  do ;  while  the  emperor,  sending  for  Gregory, 
warmly  embraced  him,  and  proceeded  to  put  him  in  pos- 
session of  S.  Sophia,  in  spite  of  the  ferocious  opposition  of 
the  Arian  populace. 

So  the  aged  bishop,  worn  with  sickness,  was  led,  amidst 
the  loud  Hosannahs  of  the  Catholics,  to  his  pl6U3e  in  the 
sanctuary  of  the  cathedral,  while  the  Faithful  called  for 
his  immediate  enthronisation  as  Bishop  of  Constantinople. 

But  the  meekness  and  love  of  Gregory  did  far  more  to 
win  the  Arians  back  to  the  truth  than  the  imperial  power. 
He  went  quietly  on  his  way,  visiting  the  sick,  comforting 
the  afflicted,  preaching,  baptizing,  confirming,  until  his 
health  gave  way. 
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The  Faithful  thronged  around  his  sick-bed,  and  amongsl 
them  stood  a  young  man  with  haggard  face,  whose  voice 
was  choked  with  sobs  as  he  confessed  that  he  had  been 
employed  to  murder  Gregory.  "  God  be  gracious  to  you, 
my  son,"  was  the  reply.  ''  The  only  reparation  that  I  ask 
is,  that  you  give  yourself  up  to  Him." 

Meanwhile  the  emperor  went  on  his  course,  and  by  a 
second  edict  forbade  the  Arians  to  hold  their  services  within 
the  walls  of  the  cities,  gave  back  all  the  sacred  buildingB 
to  the  Catholics,  and  asserted  that  that  title  belonged  ex- 
clusively to  believers  in  the  Holy  Trinity. 

And  now  he  resolved  to  summon  a  council  at  Constan- 
tinople, in  order  to  counteract  the  heresy  of  MacedoniiUi 
the  late  Bishop  of  Constantinople.  The  Arians  at  this 
date  had  divided  into  two  great  parties,  the  Eunomians, 
who  had  even  enlarged  on  the  heresies  of  Arius,  and  the 
Eusebians,  or  semi -Arians,  who,  professing  a  modified 
Arianism,  were  especially  heretical  on  the  Divinity  of  tie 
Holy  Spirit.  They  were  called  Macedonians  after  their 
late  leader,  and  were  especially  powerful  in  Constantinople^ 
Thrace,  and  Bithynia. 

About  a  hundred  and  fifty  bishops  assembled,  under  the 
presidency  of  Meletius  of  Antioch.  They  were  all  of  the 
Eastern  Church,  because  the  emperor  had  only  summoned 
such  as  were  subject  to  him,  and  because  the  heresies  thejf 
were  called  to  suppress  had  their  seat  chiefly  in  the  East 

It  does  not  seem  that  Damasus,  or  any  of  the  .Western 
Bishops,  were  represented;  nevertheless  it  is  accounted 
the  Second  (Emimenical  Council,  since  its  decrees  were 
received  by  the  West  as  orthodox. 
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The  first  act  of  the  council  was  to  settle  the  question 
oncerning  the  Bishop  of  Constantinople.  Peter  of  Alex- 
ndria  had,  some  time  previously,  consecrated  one  Maximus 
o  the  see,  on  the  plea  that  the  canons  forbade  the  trans- 
ation  of  Gregory  from  the  see  of  Nazianzus  to  another 
bishopric.  This  objection  was  overruled,  and  Gregoiy  was 
ledared  the  rightful  bishop  of  the  Eastern  city. 

Meletius  died  at  Constantinople  during  the  progress  of 
he  council,  and  they  bore  his  body  in  procession  all  the 
ong  distance  from  that  city  to  Antioch,  funeral  honours 
)eing  rendered  him  in  each  city,  lights  borne  before  him, 
md  psalms  and  hymns  sung  almost  continuously,  until 
le  rested  beside  his  martyred  predecessor,  S.  Babylas.  All 
he  bishops  of  the  council,  known  as  orators,  made  funeral 
)rations,  of  which  only  that  of  S.  Gregory  of  Nyssa 
lemains. 

In  spite  of  the  agreement  previously  made  at  Antioch, 
he  bishops  at  Constantinople  appointed  Flavian  to  sue- 
eed  Meletius,  Paulinus  being  yet  alive.  S.  Gregory  Nazi- 
nzen  coidd  not  give  his  sanction  to  this  aggression,  and 
lany  disputes  arose,  which  intensified  the  desire  he  had 
jrmerly  conceived  to  leave  the  city  and  seek  a  less 
esponsible  post.  He  felt  his  work  was  done.  Weak  and 
3eble,  he  had  yet  seen  the  Catholics  triumphant,  and  the 
Liians  overthrown.  He  had  sown  the  seed,  others  might 
eap  the  harvest.  His  objections  were  strengthened  by  the 
pposition  Timothy  of  Alexandria  and  other  bishops  made 
o  the  circumstances  of  his  appointment,  and  after  deliver- 
ng  a  touching  farewell  discourse  he  quitted  the  city, 
eaving  behinc}  him  a  well-organized  CathoUc  Church  and 

Y 
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a  faithfiil  flock,  who  surrendered  liis  loving  caie  with  sad 
reluctance. 

In  Ms  place,  Kectarius  was  appointed,  a  well-1)om  and 
courtly  prelate,  who  possessed  gentleness  and  dignity, 
which  Were  his  greatest  qualifidations  for  the  impoitant 
post  he  was  called  upon  to  fill.  Possibly  the  great  bulk  of 
the  people  desired  little  more.  Arianism  had  gready 
diminished  their  Christian  zeal,  and  the  position  of  the  pa- 
triarch was  one  of  secular  as  well  as  of  Christian  dignity. 

Nectarius  was  not  even  baptized  at  the  time  of  Mb 
nomination,  and  after  receiving  that  Sacrament  he  had  to 
be  instructed  in  his  episcopal  duties,  which  office  fell  to 
Cyriacus,  bishop  of  a  town  in  Cilicia.  A  conversation  whidi 
is  recorded  between  Nectarius  and  one  Martyiius,  whom 
he  wished  to  ordain  deacon,  curiously  illustrates  the 
feeling  of  the  age  on  this  and  kindred  subjects. 

*'I  am  unworthy  to  be  ordained  deacon,"  said  Martyriiu^ 
"and  you  know  how  dissolute  my  life  has  been."  "And  I,* 
replied  Nectarius,  "who  am  now  a  bishop,  was  not  my  life 
even  worse  than  yours  ?  You  are  my  witness,  who  assisted 
me  in  my  irregularities."  "  But  you,"  replied  MartyrinB, 
"  have  but  just  been  baptized,  and  have  moreover  received 
the  sacerdotal  gift ;  so  that  you  are  as  innocent  as  a  new- 
bom  babe.  On  the  contrary,  I  received  Baptism  long 
since,  and  have  yet  continued  to  live  as  if  unbaptixei' 
And  he  refused  to  be  ordained.  It  is  easy  to  peroeive  te 
motive  which  led  people  to  def(»  their  baptism,  Tniflfathm 
although  it  was. 

Thirty- six  Macedonian  bishops  had  been  admitted  to 
th6  council,  in  the  hope  that  they  and  th^  foUoireB 
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might  be  reconciled  to  the  Church ;  but  the  hope  proved 
a  vain  one.  They  ended  by  declaring  that  they  preferred 
the  doctrines  of  Arius  to  those  of  Mcaea,  and  then  with- 
drawing from  the  council,  rendered  the  breach  wider  than 
ever. 

The  council,  proceeding  to  the  definition  of  doctrine, 
added  the  latter  portion  to  the  Nicene  Creed,  beginning  at 
the  words,  "And  I  believe  in  the  Holy  Ghost,"  slightly 
modifying  the  phraseology  of  the  earlier  portion.  It  is  the 
cieed  in  its  latest  form,  properly  called  the  Creed  of  Con- 
stantinople, which  is  used  in  the  Eucharistic  service  of 
the  Church. 

It  was  decreed  also  in  this  council  that  the  Bishops  of 
Constantinople  should  have  precedence  next  after  those  of 
Borne,  since  Constantinople  was  a  New  Eome.  This  is  the 
most  remarkable  canon  of  the  whole  council,  and  probably 
indicates  the  true  cause  of  the  primacy  conceded  to  Rome, 
although  the  Eoman  Bishops  appear  to  have  attributed 
their  privileges  to  the  establishment  of  the  see  by  S.  Peter, 
even  in  the  earliest  times. 

The  bishops,  before  separating,  sent  a  copy  of  the  seven 
canons  they  had  passed  to  Theodosius,  and  then  separated. 
Four  presidents  had  presided  in  turn— Meletius,  who* 
vacated  his  seat  by  death ;  Gregory  of  Nazianzus,  by  the 
resignation  of  his  see;  Timotheus  of  Alexandria;  and, 
after  the  passing  of  the  new  canon,  Nectarius  of  Con- 
stantinople. 

Following  up  the  decrees  of  the  council,  the  emperor 
made  several  severe  laws  against  the  heretics,  to  which  he 
was  persuaded  by  Amphilochius,  Bishop  of  Icbnium. 
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This  aged  prelate  came  to  court  with  certain  other 
bishops,  and  after  paying  the  usu^l  homage  to  the  emperor, 
with  every  appearance  of  respect,  studiously  n^lected  his 
son,  the  young  Arcadius,  who  sat  near  his  father;  where- 
upon Theodosius,  thinking  him  unmindful,  reminded  him 
to  salute  his  son.  Amphilochius  did  so,  with  such  undue 
familiarity  that  the  oflTended  emperor  ordered  him  to  be 
driven  from  his  presence ;  but  as  the  guards  were  thruBt- 
ing  him  forth,  the  old  man  turned  round,  and  cried  in  a 
loud  voice,  "  So  doth  God  abhor  those  who  refuse  to  pay 
the  same  honour  to  His  Son  as  to  Himself."  The  empem 
immediately  called  Amphilochius  back,  asked  his  foigiTe- 
ness,  and  thereupon  passed  a  law  forbidding  the  Arians  to 
assemble  for  public  worship. 

The  success  of  Theodosius  was  not  less  manifest  in 
secular  than  in  spiritual  affairs.  Besigning  the  intention 
of  conquering  the  Goths,  he  succeeded  in  reconciling  them 
to  the  Eoman  rule,  and  within  four  years  from  the  battle 
of  Adrianople  the  ferocious  invaders  had  become  peacefiil 
citizens  of  the  empire,  forming  a  bulwark  against  other 
invaders,  and  cultivating  the  land  they  had  once  de- 
populated. 

But  a  dark  cloud  came  over  the  brightness  of  the  scena 
Maximus  raised  the  standard  of  revolt  in  Britain,  aod, 
passing  into  Gaul,  compelled  Gratian,  who  was  then  at 
Paris,  to  seek  refuse  in  flight.  He  reached  Lyons  in 
safety,  and  would  have  made  good  his  retreat  into  Italfy, 
but  for  the  treachery  of  the  governor,  who  detained  him 
by  delusive  promises  till  his  pursuers  arrived,  and,  assured 
of  their  arrival,  delivered  the  youthful  monarch,  as  he 
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rose  fix)m  supper,  into  the  hands  of  the  assassins,  who 
tntudeied  him,  while  with  his  dying  breath  the  ill-fated 
f  outh  murmured  the  name  of  S.  Ambrose,  to  whom  he 
was  most  deeply  attached.  This  sad  event  occurred  on  the 
25th  of  August,  A.D.  383. 

Theodosius  was  unable,  for  the  present,  to  avenge  the 
ieath  of  his  colleague  and  friend,  whose  fate  Maximus 
affected  to  regret,  and  was  compelled  to  leave  the  usurper 
in  temporary  possession  of  Britain,  Spain,  and  Gaul, 
stipulating,  however,  for  the  safety  and  integrity  of  the 
dominion  of  Valentinian  in  Italy. 

The' first  instance  of  the  punishment  of  heresy  by  death 
took  place  under  Maximus,  in  GauL 

One  PriscUlian,  a  Spaniard  of  great  wealth  and  learning, 
had  combined  the  most  objectionable  portions  of  many 
heresies  into  one  yet  more  objectionable  heresy,  which  he 
inculcated  in  Spain  and  Gaul. 

like  the  Manichseans,  he  appears  to  have  held  the  dual- 
istic  principle  of  two  co-eternal  beings — the  one  good,  the 
other  evil ;  and  he  is  charged,  like  many  other  heresiarchs, 
with  practices  of  the  foulest  impurity,  although  his  public 
teaching  commended  the  strictest  ascetism. 

After  traversing  Spain  and  Italy,  he  and  his  companions 
were  brought  to  trial  at  Treves,  in  Gaul,  before  a  secular 
court,  when  S;  Martin  begged  so  earnestly  that  they  might 
not  be  tried  for  spiritual  offences  before  secular  judges, 
that  the  trial  was  suspended  till  he  had  left  Treves ;  but 
no  sooner  had  he  departed,  satisfied  by  the  promise  of 
Maximus  that  their  lives  should  be  safe,  than  the  promise 
was  b]X)ken,  the  heretics  were  brought  to  trial,  condemned 
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to  the  torture,  when  they  confessed  impure  doctrinea 
and  practices,  for  which  Priscillian  and  six  of  his  com- 
panions were  condemned  to  death,  and  were  unmediately 
beheaded. 

So  indignant  was  S.  Martin,  that  he  refused  to  commu- 
nicate with  the  bishops  who  had  sanctioned  the  execution, 
and  he  persevered  in  his  resolution  in  spite  of  the  threats 
and  entreaties  of  Maximus.  Shortly  afterwards  some 
officers  of  Gratian  were  condemned  to  die.  S.  Martin 
pleaded  most  earnestly  for  their  lives,  and  Maximna, 
taking  advantage  of  his  distress,  consented  to  spare  them, 
on  condition  that  S.  Martin  should  communicate  with  the 
persecutors. 

S.  Martin,  thus  embarrassed,  yielded,  and  saved  the 
destined  victims,  at  what  appeared  to  him  a  sacrifice  d 
principle,  after  which  he  joined  the  Ithacians,  as  the 
persecutors  were  called  from  their  leader  Ithacius,  in  the 
consecration  of  a  Bishop  of  Treves.  He  returned  home 
in  great  sadness,  uncertain  whether  he  had  acted  rightly 
in  condoning  the  sin  of  the  persecutors,  even  in  order  to 
save  the  lives  of  the  innocent.  The  reader  will  acquit 
him  more  easily  than  he  aciquitted  himself. 

Upon  the  death  of  Gratian  the  hopes  of  the  Pagans 
revived,  and  Symmachus,  their  leader,  addressed  a  petitum 
to  Yalentinian,  in  the  name  of  the  senate,  beseeching  that 
the  privileges  and  revenues  of  which  they  had  been  de- 
prived might  be  restored  to  them.  Using  all  the  artifices 
of  rhetoric,  he  represented  Borne  as  praying  that  she  might 
be  allowed  to  retain  the  religion  under  whose  blessing  her 
wide  dominion  and  her  many  past  glories  had  been  gained 
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and  that  she  might  not  be  forced  to  change  her  religion  in 
her  old  age.  He  pretended,  somewhat  weakly,  that  it  w£^ 
but  one  and  the  same  Deity,  Whom  Pagans  and  Christians 
adored  under  different  appellations.  In  conclusion,  he 
depicted  the  poverty  to  which  the  temples  were  reduced. 
He  endeavoured  to  touch  the  feelings  erf  generosity  by  an 
appeal  to  the  mercy  of  the  emperors,  and  painted,  in 
doleful  colours,  the  calamities  which  had  followed  the 
decay  of  the  ancient  religion. 

But  all  this  was  rendered  useless.  S.  Ambrose  heard 
of  the  memorial,  and  addressed  a  counter  memorial  in 
such  vigorous  terms,  that  he  completely  upset  the  empty 
rhetoric  of  Symmachus. 

He  pointed  out  the  calamities  which  hsui  happened 
under  the  Pagan  regime,  and  refuted  the  notion  that  the 
present  misfortunes  were  owing  to  the  decay  of  Paganism. 
He  told  Valentinian,  that  if  Pagan  worship  were  restored 
by  his  authority,  he  would  be  simply  worshipping  the 
idols  by  proxy,  and  that  those  who  advised  such  con- 
cessions, if  Christians  in  name,  were  reaUy  Pagans.  He 
pointed  out,  that  a  religion  must  be  weak  which  could  not, 
as  Symmachus  pretended,  subsist  without  its  revenues, 
contrasting  such  a  faith  with  that  Christianity  which  )iad 
grown  under  persecution,  and  finally  threatened  that,  if 
Valentinian  conceded  the  point  to  Symmachus,  he  (Valen- 
tinian) might  come  to  church  indeed,  but  would  not  be 
received  as  a  Christian, *and  his  offerings  would  be  rejected. 
It  is  needless  to  add  that  Ambrose  prevailed.  The  day  of 
Paganism  had  gone  for  ever,  and  the  memory  of  the  cruel- 
ties once  exercised  in  her  name,  deprived  her  of  all  the 
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sympathy  which  might  otherwise  have  been  shown  in  her 
dying  straggles. 

In  the  year  382,  S.  Jerome  became  ecclesiastical  secretary 
to  Pope  Damasns,  and  remained  at  Bome  several  yean. 
He  gained  a  great  influence  over  many  Boman  ladies  of 
rank  and  title,  which,  however,  he  used  in  such  a  way  as 
to  render  himself  generally  unpopular  both  with  clergy 
and  laity.  He  endeavoured  to  persuade  all  women  under 
his  influence  to  embrace  the  monastic  state  of  virginity, 
and  inculcated  habits  of  asceticism  to  such  a  degree,  that 
some  of  his  female  followers  killed  themselves  by  pro- 
tracted fasting.  The  praises  he  bestowed  upon  the  celibate 
life  appear  to  us  to  be  very  exaggerated,  magnifying  it,  as 
he  does,  as  the  very  highest  effort  of  human  sanctity. 

In  addition  to  this,  the  roughness  and  bitterness  rf 
speech  in  which  he  indulged,  the  open  scorn  he  manifested 
for  the  Boman  clergy,  did  great  harm,  and  raised  him 
many  adversaries ;  so  that  at  the  death  of  Damasus  he 
quitted  Bome  for  Antioch,  saying  he  had  been  a  fool  to 
think  he  could  sing  the  Lord's  song  in  a  strange  land. 

In  the  year  385,  he  left  Antioch  to  visit  Jerusalem, 
and,  after  a  tour  amongst  the  Egyptian  monasteries, 
settled  at  Bethlehem,  where  Paula,  a  Boman  lady  wlio 
had  embraced  the  monastic  state,  followed  him.  She  had 
recently  lost  her  daughter  BleseUa,  who  had  doubtless 
hastened  her  end  by  the  austerities  in  which  she  seemed 
even  to  eclipse  her  mother,  and  as  the  mother  fainted  at 
her  daughter's  tomb,  the  people  cried  out,  "  See  how  she 
weeps  for  the  child  whom  she  killed  by  fasting."  Now, 
detached  from  all  worldly  ties,  she  took  up  her  final 
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abode  near  her  spiritual  adviser  at  Bethlehem,  where  they 
rivalled  each  other  in  ascetic  virtues. 

The  Empress  Justina,  mother  of  the  young  emperor 
Yalentinian  II.,  was  a  zealous  Arian.  Entertaining  ex- 
aggerated ideas  of  the  prerogatives  of  Her  son,  she  requested 
S.  Ambrose,  in  his  name,  to  yield  a  church  in  Milan  for 
the  purposes  of  Arian  worship.  Refusing  to  hold  any  con- 
ference with  her  agents,  S.  Ambrose  declared,  with  modest 
firmness,  that  he  would  rather  die  the  death  of  a  martyr 
than  be  guilty  of  the  sacrilege  of  yielding  the  temple  of 
Grod  to  those  who  denied  the  Divinity  of  the  Son. 

This  refusal  appeared  to  Justina  an  act  of  rebellion  and 
insolence,  and  she  hastily  determined  to  exert  the  imperial 
power  to  its  fullest  extent,  rather  than  yield  what  she 
considered  the  just  exercise  of  her  prerogative.  As  she 
desired  to  perform  her  devotions  in  public  at  Milan  during 
the  ensuing  Easter,  she  had  no  time  to  lose,  and  S.  Ambrose 
was  summoned  before  the  council.  He  obeyed  as  a  faith- 
ful subject;  but  was  followed,  against  his  will,  by  an 
innumerable  multitude  of  the  Faithful,  anxious  for  his 
safety.  They  pressed  with  loud  clamours  around  the  palace, 
and  their  demeanour  appeared  so  threatening,  that  the 
affrighted  councillors,  instead  of  punishing  the  archbishop, 
besought  him  to  secure  their  own  safety,  to  protect  the 
person  of  the  young  Valentinian,  and  to  restore  peace  to 
the  city.  He  complied,  and  all  was  well  till  the  Holy 
Week,  when  the  attempt  to  obtain  a  church  for  Arian 
worship  was  renewed.  First  they  sought  to  seize  the 
Portian  Basilica;  but  S.  Ambrose  took  up  his  residence 
therein,  and  they  could  not  dislodge  him.    Then  they 
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erected  th^  imperial  "pew"  in  the  new  Basilica,  with  its 
purple  hangings ;  but  the  multitude  strove  to  tear  them 
down,  and  they  sent  for  the  Gothic  body-gu^  of  the 
emperor.  The  Goths,  as  they  came,  were  met  by  the 
archbishop^  who,  menacing  them  with  .excommunication, 
enquired  whether  it  was  to  invade  the  house  of  God  that 
they  heul  taken  service  under  the  government. 

The  hesitation  of  the  barbari^-ns  showed  Justina  the 
danger  of  her  position,  and  she  was  persuaded  by  the 
wisest  of  her  ministers  to  dissemble  her  desire  for  revenge; 
while  her  son  exclaimed  that  his  own  servants  were  ready 
to  betray  him  into  the  hands  of  an  insolent  priest 

The  laws  of  the  empire  still  condemned  the  Ariaa 
heresy,  and  hence  the  resistance  of  the  Catholics  seemed 
justified,  or  at  least  excused.  But  by  the  influence  of 
Justina,  an  edict  of  toleration  was  promulgated  in  all  the 
western  provinces  in  favour  of  Arianism. 

Benevolus,  the  secretary  of  state,  refused  to  draw  up 
the  law,  and  was  deprived  of  his  post  It  was  nevertheless 
published,  granting  free  liberty  to  all  who  signed  the 
Creed  of  Ariminum  of  meeting  for  public  warship ;  and  it 
denounced  the  punishment  of  death  to  all  who  should 
attempt,  openly  or  in  private,  to  make  any  resistance  to 
the  decree. 

The  character  and  language  of  S.  Ambrose  evidently 
pointed  him  out  as  the  object  of  this  decree,  which  he 
speedily  transgressed.  A  sentenqe  of  banishment  was 
pronounced,  which  perQiitted  him  to  choose  his  place  of 
exile ;  for  his  foes  were  evidently  afraid  of  proceeding  to 
extremities  against  him. 
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.  He  boldly  refused  to  obey,  and  his  people  supported 
him  in  his  heroic  disobedience.  They  guarded  his  person 
by  tumsiy  the  gates  of  the  cathedral  and  his  residence 
were  strongly  secured,  and  the  troops  were  unwilling  to 
act  against  the  archbishop.  The  poor  of  his  flock  were 
enthusiastic  in  his  cause.  They  crowded  the  churches  in 
multitudes,  and  spent  days  and  nights  in  devotion. 

It  was  at  this  time  that  the  custom  first  began  of 
chanting  hymns  and  psalms  antiphonaUy  (from  side  to 
side)  in  the  church  of  Milan  during  the  watches  of  the 
night  and  the  daily  hours  of  public  prayer,  and  the  custom 
spread  from  Milan  throughout  the  churches  of  the  West. 
"How  did  I  weep/'  says  S.  Augustine,  who  was  present, 
"  in  Thy  hymns  and  canticles,  touched  to  the  quick  by  the 
voices  of  Thy  sweet  attuned  Church:  the  voices  flowed  into 
mine  ears,  and  the  truth  distilled  into  my  heaxt" 

The  churches  were  too  small  for  the  vast  congregations 
of  this  great  religious  revival,  and  S.  Ambrose  was  desired 
to  sanction  the  erection  of  another  churcL  He  complied, 
upon  the  condition  that  the  relics  of  martyrs  should  be 
found  and  buried  beneath  the  altar — a  custom  deriving  its 
origin  from  the  catacombs.  Inspired  by  a  dream,  he  bid 
them  dig  in  a  certain  spot,  whereupon  they  foimd  the 
relics  of  two  martyrs,  Gervasius  and  Protasius,  which  had 
remained  hidden  so  many  years  "that  they  miglit  at  length 
be  produced  to  repress  the  fury  of  an  empress." 

The  sequel  shall  be  told  in  the  words  of  S.  Augustine, 
then  a  professor  of  rhetoric  in  Milan.*  "  For  when  they 
were  discovered  and  dug  up,  and,  with  due  honour,  trans- 

*  3>  Aug.  Conf.  Puaey's  translation,  b.  ix.  c.  z. 
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lated  to  the  Ambrosian  Basilica,  not  only  they  who  weie 
vexed  with  unclean  spirits,  the  devils  confessing  them- 
selves, were  cured,  but  a  certain  man,  who  had  for  many 
years  been  blind,  a  citizen,  and  weU  known  to  the  dty, 
asking  and  hearing  the  reason  of  the  people's  confused 
joy,  sprang  forth,  desiring  his  guide  to  lead  him  thither 
Led  thither,  he  begged  to  be  allowed  to  touch  with  his 
handkerchief  the  bier  of  Thy  saints  whose  death  is 
precious  in  Thy  sight ;  which,  when  he  had  done,  and  put 
to  his  eyes,  they  were  forthwith  opened."  After  the  holy 
relics  were  brought  to  the  Basilica  Ambrosiana,  S. 
Ambrose  returned  thanks  to  God,  Who  had  given  such 
relief  to  His  church,  and  declared  that  he  needed  no  other 
defence.  "  Let  us  bring  these  victorious  victims,"  he  said, 
"  to  the  spot  whereon  is  Christ  the  Sacrifice.  But  He  Who 
hath  suffered  for  all  upon  the  altar,  they  whom  He  hath 
purchased  by  His  Passion  beneath  it.  It  is  the  place  I 
had  designed  for  myself;  for  it  is  fitting  that  the  priest 
should  repose  where  he  has  been  accustomed  to  offer,  but 
I  yield  it  to  these  sacred  victims."  The  spot  is  still 
shown :  his  body  now  lies  there  with  the  martyrs. 

This  miracle,  which  happened  before  a  vast  multitude 
of  people,  caused  an  indescribable  enthusiasm  on  the 
part  of  the  Catholics,  and  although  the  Arians  endea- 
voured to  throw  doubt  and  ridicule  upon  it,  they  were 
grievously  discouraged,  and  the  empress  herself  paused  in 
her  fury.  The  feeble  Valentinian  foimd  himself  unaUe 
to  contend  with  one  so  manifestly  favoured  by  heaven. 
The  disinterested  advice  of  Theodosius  induced  him  to 
submit  with   patience,  and   shortly  afterwards    he  fell 
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completely  under  the  influence  of  the  bishop  he  had 
persecuted,  and  the  holy  Faith  he  had  been  taught  to 
despise. 

These  events  had  a  powerful  influence  upon  the  mind 
of  S.  Augustine,  afterwards  the  greatest  philosopher  and 
most  voluminous  writer  amongst  the  Fathers,  and  were 
instrumental  in  hastening  his  conversion ;  but  the  subject 
is  of  such  importance,  owing  to  the  influence  exercised  by 
his  writings  upon  the  future  of  the  Church,  that  we  shall 
give  a  retrospective  view  of  his  life  previous  to  the  period 
at  which  we  have  now  arrived.  The  subject  demands 
another  chapter. 


CHAPTER  XVIIL 

FROM  THE  CONVERSION  OF  S.   AUGUSTINE  TO 
THE  DEATH   OF  THEODOSIUS. 

A.D.  387-897. 

O  AUGUSTINE,  whose  writings  have  influenced  the 
^^'  Christian  Church  more  than  those  of  any  other 
uninspired  writer,  was  bom  in  the  year  354,  during  the 
reign  of  the  Emperor  Constantius,  at  Thagaste,  an  epis- 
copal city  of  Numidia.  His  mother,  Monica,  was  a  zealous 
Catholic,  his  father,  Patricius,  yet  a  heathen.  From  his 
birth  he  was  the  object  of  his  mother's  fervent  prayers; 
but  the  general  feeling  in  those  days,  that  it  was  better  to 
defer  Baptism  until  the  temptations  of  youth  had  passed 
away,  lest  its  follies  should  become  more  dangerous  through 
the  abuse  of  Baptismal  grace,  caused  his  Baptism  to  be 
indefinitely  postponed,  although  during  a  dangerous  illness 
in  his  childhood  he  was  once  on  the  point  of  receiving 
that  holy  Sacrament 

He  has  left  us,  in  his  ''  Confessions,"  full  and  interesting 
details  of  his  youth,  from  which  we  learn  that  he  was 
exceedingly  wild  and  headstrong  from  an  early  age,  and 
readily  followed  his  schoolfellows  and  companions  in  their 
follies  and  vices,  so  that  he  cost  his  mother  many  bitter 
tears.  He  tells  us  that  his  love  of  legendary  lore  caused  him 
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to  be  enraptuj!ed  by  the  fictitious  stories  of  the  classical 
authors,  such  as  those  of  VirgiL  Tbeirefore  he  tnade  great 
progress  in  the  works  of  the  great  poets  (and  philoso- 
phers) who  had  written  in  his  mother  tongue,  Latin ;  and 
he  wept  copiously,  as  he  tells  us,  over  the  sufferings  of  the 
unhappy  Dido,  while  he  knew  not,  as  he  says,  his  own  un- 
happy state  as  a  wanderer  from  God.  The  like  stories,  in  the 
Greek,  had  little  attraction  for  him,  owing  to  the  difficulty 
of  a  foreign  tongue,  to  which  he  gave  little  application,  a> 
misfortune  which  he  afterwards  bitterly  regretted,  since 
the  theological  writings  of  the  Eastern  Church,  and  the 
very  Gospels  themselves,  in  their  original  tongue,  were 
strange  to  him. 

When  he  had  attained  his  eighteenth  year,  he  left  the 
school  of  his  native  town  to  pursue  his  studies  at  Carthage, 
where  all  the  advantages  of  a  university  might  be  obtained. 
But  amidst  the  temptations  of  this  gay  and  dissolute  city 
he  went  further  and  further  astray,  and  became  the  father 
of  an  illegitimate  son,  to  whom  he  gave  the  name  Adeo- 
datus. 

At  this  time  he  was  isummoned  to  his  father's  deathbed. 
Patricius  died  in  tibe  full  assurance  of  Christian  hope, 
converted  by  the  loving  prayers  of  his  wife,  the  mourning, 
yet  happy,  Monica. 

To  be  near  her  boy  she  now  removed  to  Carthage ;  but 
her  prayers,  incessant  though  they  were,  seemed  unan- 
swered; and  although  Augustine  was  ever  loving  in  his 
behaviour  to  his  mother,  yet,  like  many  sons,  he  utterly 
refused  to  allow  her  any  influence  over  his  life,  and  she 
had  but  the  one  weapon— ^prayer. 
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In  the  following  year  another  grief  was  added  to  ha 
burden-  While  studying  the  works  of  Cicero,  longings 
for  a  higher  life  were  at  last  awakened  in  the  soul  of 
Augustine,  and  instead  of  satisfying  them  in  the  Chiirch, 
he  fell  at  this  critical  juncture  into  the  Manichaean  heiesy. 

The  afSiction  of  his  mother  may  be  easily  imagined;  bat 
she  never  ceased  to  pray ;  and  once,  while  thus  praying 
and  weeping,  she  was  comforted  by  the  words  of  an  aged 
.bishop,  "Go  thy  way;  it  is  impossible  that  the  child (rf 
those  prayers  and  tears  should  perish." 

Augustine  was  now  supporting  himself  by  teaching 
grammar  and  philosophy  at  Carthage;  but  the  in8ul)Q^ 
dination  and  disorderly  habits  of  his  African  pupils  were 
so  intolerable,  that  he  meditated  leaving  Africa  for  Italj, 
whither  a  larger  field  of  labour,  and  pupils  of  higher  culti- 
vation, invited  him. 

But  his  mother  opposed  this  desire  with  all  her  power, 
fearful  of  losing  him  from  her  side,  and  so  urgent  were 
her  entreaties  that  he  allowed  her  to  think  she  had  pre- 
vailed, in  which  delusion  she  remained  until  she  awoke 
one  morning  to  find  him  gone,  and  to  see  the  sails  of  the 
ship  which  bore  him  away  disappear  beneath  the  horizon. 

Distracted  with  love  and  sorrow,  she  gave  up  all  the  ties 
which  bound  her  to  her  native  land  and  the  comforts  of 
home,  and  taking  ship  followed  her  beloved  son  to  Italy 
with  many  tears,  not  knowing  that  God  had  sent  him  there, 
that  the  longing  desire  of  her  heart  might  be  thus  at  lengtii 
fulfiUed.    • 

Arriving  at  Eome,  Augustine  found  immediate  employ- 
ment, but  small  support ;  for  the  Eoman  youth  had  yet  a 
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worse  habit  than  the  unruly  youth  of  Carthage, — they  did 
not  pay  their  fees,  and  the  young  African  professor  was  in 
very  great  distress,  when  Symmachus,  the  Pagan  prefect, 
appointed  him  to  a  vacant  professorship  at  Milan,  thus 
strangely  instrumental  in  the  cause  of  Christianity. 

Here  his  mother,  after  a  weary  search,  found  him,  and 
found  also  the  reward  of  her  patient  love,  being  beyond 
measure  surprised  and  delighted  to  find  him  a  constant 
hearer  of  S.  Ambrose.  Together  they  attended  the  house 
of  God ;  and  although  as  yet  he  was  only  a  hearer,  still  the 
errors  of  Manicha&ism  were  evidently  losing  their  grasp 
on  the  fervent  young  African. 

Then  began  those  troubles  which  we  recorded  at  the 
close  of  last  chapter — the  attempt  of  the  empress  Justina 
to  introduce  Axian  worship  into  the  city ;  the  resistance 
of  the  people;  the  enthusiasm  for  Catholic  truth,  in  which 
Augustine  began  warmly  to  share;  the  discovery  of  the 
relics  of  SS.  Gervasius  and  Pix)tasius,  which  Augustine 
records  at  length,  as  we  have  seen,  in  his  autobiography, 
**  The  Confessions ;"  and  the  consequent  triumph  of  the 
Faith. 

The  writings  of  S.  Paul  now  became  his  constant  study, 

and  difficulties  began  to  disappear,  although,  the  struggle 

in  his  mind  was  most  violent.  ^  Hearing  at  this  period  of 

the  heroic  deeds  of  Antony  and  his  brother  monks,  the 

contrast  between  their  lives  of  heroic  self-denial  and  his 

own  self-indulgence  affected  him  so  deeply  as  to  cause  him 

violent  agitation.    Unable,  in  the  conflict  of  his  soul,  to 

bear  any  society,  even  that  of  his  dearest  friend  Alypius, 

he  sought  relief  in  tiiie  solitude  of  his  garden,  when  he 

z 
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heard  as  it  were  the  voice  of  a  child  exdaiming,  ''Take  up 
and  read ;  take  up  and  read."  As  if  it  had  beien  the  vdoe 
of  inspiration,  he  opened  S.  Paul's  Epistle  to  the  Bomau 
at  the  words,  "  Not  in  rioting  and  drunkenness^  not  in 
chambering  and  wantonness,  not  in  strife  and  envying. 
But  put  ye  on  the  Lord  Jesus  Christ,  and  make  not  pro- 
vision for  the  flesh  to  fulfil  the  lusts  thereof."  The  words 
came  with  such  power  to  his  soul,  that,  obedient  to  their 
voice,  the  whole  course  of  his  life  was  thenceforth  changed. 

The  next  vacation,  in  the  autumn,  he  resigned  his 
professorship,  and  retired,  with  his  mother  and  AlypinSk 
into  the  country,  where  they  spent  months  together  in 
deep  spiritual  retirement,  and  gave  themselves  to  prayer 
and  the  study  of  God's  Word. 

The  following  Lent  was  spent  in  preparation  fa 
Baptism,  under  the  instructions  of  S.  Ambrose,  by  whom, 
on  Easter  Eve,  A.I).  387>  S.  Augustine,  with  his  son 
Adeodatus  and  his  i^iend  Alypius,  were  baptused  in  tbB 
Ambrosian  Basilica. 

Alypius  had  been  his  companion  from  childhood,  had 
followed  him  in  his  relapse  into  Manichseism,  and  now 
followed  him  in  his  conversion,  sharing  with  him  the 
regenerating  waters  of  Holy  Baptism.  He  eventoallf 
became  Bishop  of  Thagaste,  the  native  place  of  his  finend. 

AU  the  desire  of  her  heart  now  accomplished,  Monia 
yearned  for  her  native  land,  and  Augustine  desired  to 
accompany  her  back  to  Africa.  They  set  out,  and  armed 
at  Ostia,  whence  they  intended  to  sail  for  Italy,  but  tarned 
some  time,  in  order  to  fit  themselves  for  the  fatigues  of 
the  voyage — no  light  trial  in  those  days. 
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Theie«  one  evening,  the  mother  and  son  stood  alone  at  a 
certain  window  of  their  temporary  habitation,  when  their 
thoughts  were  drawn  from  the  beauty  of  external  nature 
to  that  world  of  heavenly  beauty  upon  which  their  longing 
hearts  were  set  They  spoke  together  of  those  things 
which  eye  had  not  seen,  nor  ear  heard,  nor  heart  conceived, 
but  which  God  had  revealed  through  His  spirit. 

•My  son,"  said  Monica,  "so  far  as  I  myself  am  con- 
cerned, I  have  no  longer  delight  in  this  life.  Why  I  tarry 
here  I  know  not,  since  the  hope  I  had  in  this  world  is  now 
accomplished.  For  one  thing  I  desired  to  linger  here — ^to 
Bee  thee  a  Catholic  Christian.  God  has  granted  me  yet 
more ;  for  I  see  thee,  despising  earthly  felicity,  consecrated 
to  His  service,  and  what  do  I  yet  here  ?" 

Scarcely  five  days  after  these  words  she  was  taken  ill 
with  a  fever.  During  her  illness  she  swooned,  and,  re- 
covering, beheld  grief  depicted  upon  the  faces  of  those 
around.  "Here,"  she  said,  "you  will  bury  your  mother," 
And  when  they  expressed  a  hope  that  she  would  Uve  to 
see  her  native  land,  she  replied,  "Bury  me  where  you  will, 
and  grieve  not  concerning  it.  Only  this  one  thing  I  a«k, 
remember  me  at  God's  altar  wherever  you  may  be."  Then 
an  access  of  illness  forbade  further  words. 

On  the  ninth  day  of  her  illness,  and  the  fifty- sixth  of 
her  age,  Augustine  being  then  thirty- three  years  old,  she 
breathed  forth  her  soul  to  God. 

The  boy  Adeodatus  burst  forth  into  a  loud  crying ;  but 
they  checked  him,  as  though  they  felt  that  tears  violated 
the  sanctity  of  that  happy  and  holy  death-bed. 

"I  closed  her  eyes,"  says  S.  Augustine,  "and  a  great 
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Botnow  filled  my  beait^  and  flowed  forth  in  tean.  But 
why/'  he  adds,  ^did  I  gdevo,  save  that  our  loYing  iota- 
course  was  broken  ?" 

Euodiufl,  a  fidend  of  Augustine,  took  up  the  Psalter,  and 
began  to  sing.  He  was  joined  by  the  whole  house;  asd 
many  pious  men  and'women  came  to  join  them.  Aogiutiiie 
had  now  controlled  his  grief.  The  corpse  was  carried  to 
the  grave,  the  Eucharistic  Sacrifice  was  offered,  the  last 
commendation  to  eternal  peace  said,  they  returned  as  they 
had  come — without  tears.  But  in  the  silent  watches  of 
the  night,  a  hymn  of  S.  Ambrose  occurring  to  the  thooj^ 
of  Augustine,  opened  the  fount  of  his  griefis,  and  he  found 
relief  in  weeping.  "  Will  any  one  blame  me,"  he  saya^  "if 
I  wept  that  mother  for  one  short  hour,  who  wep^t  for  me 
many  years,  that  I  might  live  in  Thy  sight,  O  Grod  ?" 

Augustine  did  not  return  immediately  to  AMca,  fearing 
perhaps  to  return  to  the  desolate  home  alone;  He  tamed 
a  year  longer  in  Italy,  commencing  his  career  as  a  widtec 
by  an  exposure  of  the  errors  of  the  Manich^eans^  by  ^vi^ooi  . 
he  had  been  once  seduced.  At  the  end  of  the  year,  whicb 
he  had  spent  chiefly  in  Eome,  he  returned  home  with 
certain  of  his  friends  and  coimtrymen,  and  entered  kto 
deep  retirement  in  his  own  house  at  Thagaste. 

The  same  year  in  which  Augustine  was  baptiaed, 
witnessed  the  defeat  and  death  of  the  usurper  Maximns. 
Not  satisfied  with  the  possession  of  Britain,  Spain,  and 
Gaul,  he  invaded  the  dominions  of  Yalentinian,  still 
counterfeiting  the  appearance  of  friendship  till  the  hit 
moment,  that  he  might  surprise  the  young  emperor. 
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'.  Yalentinian  had  scarcely  tiine  to  embark  with  his  mother, 
Jnstina.  Crossing  the  sea,  he  threw  himself  under  the 
protection  of  Theodosius  at  Thessalonica,  while  ]4Bxiinus 
made  himself  master  of  Italy,  and  also  subdued  Africa. 
•.  His  triumph  was  of  short  continuance.  Theodosii^s 
espoused  the  cause  of  his  young  colleague,  entered  Italy^ 
and  defeated  Maximus  in  twO'  great  battles.  Maximiis 
himself  was  surprised  in  Aquileia,  and  brought  as  a  cap« 
tive,  barefoot,  with  his  hands  tied,  before  Theodosius  and 
Yalentinian.  Theodosius  hesitated  between  justice  and 
mercy,  but  jrielded  to  the  clamour  of  the  soldiers,  who 
took  the  usurper  and  beheaded  him.  He  had  reigned  five 
years  since  the  murder  of  Gratian.  The  British  soldiers 
in  his  army  who  escaped,  found  refuge  in  Armorica,  where 
they  founded  a  settlement^  whence  the  name  Brittany. 

» 

About  this  time  an  event  occurred  in  the  East  which 
first  brought  the  eloquence  of  S.  John  Ghiysostom  into 
notoriety.  The  citizens  of  Antioch  rose  in  rebellion,  owing 
to  an  excess  of  taxation,  and  overth^w  the  statues  of  the 
emperor,  of  his  deceased  wife,  and  of  his  children,  drag- 
ging them  contemptuously  through  the  city.  The. act 
bore  far  greater  significance  in  those  days  than  it  would 
bear  now,  being  considered  equivalent  to  a  declaration  of 
levolt,  and  therefore  was  a  capital  ofiTence. 

Theodosius  had  one  great  fault,  he  acted  too  frequently 
under  the  impulse  of  sudden  anger ;  and  two  imperial  com- 
missioners were  sent  to  avenge  the  insult,  wilh  powers  of 
life  and  death.  They  arrived,  arrested  the  ringleaders,  and 
proceeded  by  the  aid  of  torture  to  discover  all.the  guilty. 
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Meanwlule  the  bishop,  Flavian,  leaying  an  only  sister 
on  her  death-bed,  had  gone  to  appease  the  fniy  of  the 
emperor,  while  Chrysostom,  then  one  of  the  priests  of 
Antioch,  stroye  to  turn  the  prevaUii^  terror  to  the 
spiritual  advantage  of  the  people.  All  Antioch  was 
wrapped  in  gloom;  the  streets  were  almost  empty. 
Mothers  and  sisters  might  be  seen  sitting  on  the  stepi 
before  the  judgment-hall,  listening,  with  anguish  oposi 
their  faces,  to  the  cries  of  those  under  torture,  which,  to 
the  shame  of  the  age,  was  the  usual  means  of  extorting 
confession  of  guilt,  and  was  no  longer  confined  to  the 
slave  population,  but  extended  to  the  whole  body  of 
citizens.  The  deathlike  silence  of  the  place  testified  the 
apprehensions  of  its  inhabitants.  None  knew  what  the 
emperor^s  pleasure  might  be,  whether  he  might  not  gife 
the  whole  city  to  fire  and  sword.  And  Chrysostom,  taking 
advantage  of  this,  preached  a  sublime  course  of  sermena^ 
known  as  the  sermons  on  the  statues>  in  which  he  com- 
pared the  agonizing  suspense  of  tho  criminals  to  tiuA 
which  awaited  a  guilty  world  in  the  great  Day  of  Wrath. 

The  public  places  were  empty ;  but  the  churches  were 
full.  Men  were  sought  for  in  the  city  as  in  a  soUtode^ 
while  the  very  Pagans  forsook  the  places  of  amusement 
to  listen  to  the  eloquence  of  the  gifted  preacher^  and  sing 
the  praises  of  GUkL  A  great  change  was  visible  in  the 
whole  population.  Impure  songs  and  profane  oaths  were 
heard  no  more.  The  shops  were  shut,  and  the  whole  dtf 
seemed  as  if  it  had  become  a  sanctuary.  * 

And,  as  in  the  case  of  Nineveh  of  old,  God  heard  their 
prayers,  and  inclined  the  heart  of  the  emperor  to  merqy; 
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The  desired  information  being  obtained,  tbe  commis- 
sioners paused  to  await  the  judgment  of  Tbeodosius  upon 
their  report ;  and  the  suspense  became  yet  more  painful. 

Meanwhile  Flavian  reached  the  imperial  presence,  and 
intreated  for  pardon  for  the  guilty  city.  But  he  shed  tearS' 
when  the  emperor  asked,  ''Did  I  deserve  this  outrage  ?  or^ 
if  I  did,  might  they  not  have  spared  the  memory  of  her 
who  is  gone  ?"  Still  the  kind  and  noble  heart  of  Theodosius 
could  not  resist  the  plea  of  mercy,  and  he  gave  a  free  par-* 
don  to  the  whole  city,  saying,  "It  is  no  great  thii^  for  man 
to  pardon  man,  when  the  Lord  Christ  prayed  even  for  His 
murderers,sa3dng,'Father,  forgive  them/"  Flavian  returned, 
preceded  by  yet  more  expeditious  messengers;  and  the 
illumination  of  the  city  but  faintly  testified  its  joy. 

But,  alas  I  a  fa.r  more  tragic  termination  followed  an  act 
of  wicked  rebellion  at  Thessalonica.  A  certain  charioteer, 
for  an  ofiPence  against  the  laws  of  nature,  was  imprisoned 
by  Botheric,  the  governor  of  the  city,  and  when  the  games 
took  place  in  the  circus,  the  people  clamoured  for  his  free- 
dom, that  he  might  as  usual  delight  them  by  his  skiU. 
ThiB  request  the  governor  sternly  and  properly  refused  to 
grant.  Whereupon  the  people  rose  in  general  rebellion 
and  slew  Botheric,  with  his  principal  officers,  dragging 
their  mangled  bodies  through  the  streets. 

When  the  emperor  heard  the  news,  he  kindled  into  fury, 
and  although  Ambrose  appeared  to  have  calmed  him,  yet 
after  the  prelate  had  departed,  Buffinus,  the  chancellor^ 
persuaded  him  to  inflict  a  most  disproportionate  and  in- 
discriminating  revenge  upon  the  city,  namely,  to  order  that 
seven  thousand  persons  should  be  put  to  death  in  the  circus. 
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which  had  been  the  scene  of  their  crime.  The  inhafaitaiits 
were  accordingly  summoned,  as  if  to  behold  the  game^* 
when  the  signal  being  given,  as  thej  supposed,  for  the 
sports,  the  soldiers  closed  the  entrances  and  fell  npon  the 
defenceless  population.  They  had  to  slay  precisely  sev^ 
thousand,  and  the  bloody  work  lasted  three  hours.  One 
unfortunate  father,  a  foreign  merchant,  present  by  a  most 
unhappy  chance,  ofiered  his  life  and  all  his  immense 
wealth  for  (me  only  of  his  two  boys.  The  soldiers  agreed, 
but  the  father  could  not  make  the  selection,  loving  Afim 
equally,  and  the  impatient  murderers  slew  both.  Bef<»e 
the  deed  was  accomplished,  Theodosius  repented,  and  sent 
to  recall  the  order,  but  was  too  late — a  sad  example  of  the 
danger  attached  to  absolute  power,  even  in  the  hands  of 
the  best  of  rulers,  one,  of  whom  it  was  not  unjustly  ob- 
i^rved,^  '^  If  Brutus  Could  have  been  recalled  to  life  under 
his  reign,  he  would  have  withdrawn  his  animosity  to  kings 
in  the  case  of  Theodosius." 

When  Ambrose  heard  the  sad  news,  he  left  Milan  tiuU 
he  might  not  see  the  emperor;  but  wrote  a  most  efEeckud 
letter  to  him,  such  as  Nathan  might  have  written  to  David, 
forbidding  his  presence  during  the  Holy  Mysteries. 

After  Ambrose  returned  to  Milan,  the  emperor  came  to 
church,  but  the  noble  bishop  met  him  at  the  porch  and 
forbade  him  to  enter.  "  David  sinned  and  was  forgiven," 
said  Theodosius.  ^  Go  thou  and  repent  like  David,"  was 
the  reply. 

Thus,  in  his  own  person,  Ambrose  fuMlled  ihe  instrno- 
tions  he  gave  to  his  clergy — "If  an  unworthy  p^tson, 
general,  prdEect,  or  even  he  who  wears  the  diadem,  seeb 
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Communion,  forbear  to  give  it;  your  commission  is  greater 
than  his.  If  you  fear,  refer  him  to  me ;  rather  would  I 
Qhed  my  own  blood  than  administer,  imfitly.  Blood  so 
awfuL" 

•  Eight  months  passed  away  before  the  penitent  Theodo- 
sius  was  admitted  to  Communion.  Ghristmas.Day  occurred 
in  the  period,  and  Theodosius  wept  bitterly  because  he 
was  excluded  firom  the  Presence  vouchsafed  even  to  the 
lowest  of  his  subjects.  At  length  he  was  permitted  to 
make  a  public  acknowledgment  of  his  crime,  and  in  repa- 
ration he  enacted  a  law,  that  no  capital  sentence  should  be 
executed  till  thirty  days  after  the  trial. 

The  sight  of  their  emperor,  prostrate  on  the  floor  of  the 
church,  must  have  given  the  people  a  most  thrilling  sense 
of  the  awful  sanctity  of  Christianity,  while  it  appealed  to 
their  deepest  love  and  sympathy.  It  must  be  remembered, 
too,  that  Theodosius  was  no  effeminate  scion  of  royalty, 
but  possibly  the  greatest  emperor  Some  ever  knew. 
Gibbon  says—"  Posterity  has  applauded  the  virtuous  firm- 
ness  of  the  archbishop,  and  the  example  of  Theodosius 
may  prove  the  beneficial  influence  of  those  principles 
which  could  force  a  monarch,  exalted  above  the  appre- 
hension of  human  punishment,  to  respect  the  laws  and 
ministers  of  an  invisible  Judge." 

In  the  administration  of  penance  S.  Ambrose  knew  no 
distinction  of  persons ;  but  stem  though  he  was  to  the 
powerful  or  unrepentant  sinner,  he  was  no  less  gentle  and 
loving  to  the  penitent  of  whatsoever  degree.  Paidinus, 
in  his  ^  life  of  S,  Ambrose,"  tells  us,  that  when  any  con* 
fessed  their  sins  to  hixn  in  order  to  receive  penance,  he  so 
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wept  as  to  cause  the  penitent  to  weep  also,  as  if  he  toQ 
had  partaken  in  the  falL 

Such  was  the  character  of  this  extraordinaij  man. 
Brave,  yet  gentle ;  bold  as  a  lion  in  defence  of  the  truth, 
which  he  valued  more  than  life ;  gentle  as  a  parent  to- 
wards the  sorrowing  penitent. 

It  was  customary  at  Kome  at  this  time  to  appoint  a 
fitting  place  where  penitents,  after  the  celebration  of  the 
Sacred' Mysteries,  at  which  they  were  not  allowed  to  be 
present,  might  bewail  their  sins,  t^e  bishop  and  people 
joining  in  their  lamentations.  Suitable  penance,  such  as 
&sting,  abstinence  from  the  bath,  or  the  pxactice  of 
other  austerities,  was  enjoined ;  and  finally,  the  penance 
completed,  the  penitent  received  public  absolution.  In 
the  East  the  administration  was  somewhat  different  A 
penitentiary  priest  was  appointed  in  every  church,  to 
whom  the  bishop  entrusted  the  examination  of  penitente; 
but  a  grievous  scandal  which  occurred  at  Constantinople 
caused  the  suppression  of  this  office,  and  the  return  to  the 
more  ancient  custom,  that  the  bishop  should  care  for 
public  penance,  and  the  Faithful  in  general  should  retain 
the  liberty  mentioned  by  Origen,  of  choosing  their  own 
spiritual  physician,  or  of  approaching  the  Holy  M71- 
teries  without  previous  confession,  if  they  felt  their  coih 
sciences  unburdened,  as  is  still  the  custom  in  the  English 
ChurcL 

S.  Gregory  Nazianzen  was  now  passing  his  last  days  in 
the  retirement  of  his  native  province.  His  sole  luxuries 
were  a  garden  and  a  fountain.  He  spent  his  last  days  in 
continual  devotion.    His  knees  were  worn  with  kneeling, 
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and  lii9  whole  thoughts  and  aspirations  had  gone  before  to 
the  long  home  to  which  he  was  hastening. 

After  the  manner  of  the  saints,  he  was  very  rigorous  in 
his  self-denial.  His  bed  was  of  straw,  with  a  covering  of 
sackcloth,  and  a  single  tunic  was  all  the  outward  clothing 
of  him  who  had  been  Bishop  of  Constantinople. 

Yet  his  glory  was  -only  in  the  Lord.  "  As  a  fish  cannot 
swim  without  water,  and  a  bird  cannot  fly  without  air, 
so,"  said  he, ''  a  Christian  cannot  advance  a  step  without 
Christ"  Thus  he  wrote  in  the  ''Carmina  Sacra,"  or 
Sacred  Songs,  which  he  left  behind  him. 

He  died  in  his  ninetieth  year,  A.D.  391,  and  the  same 
year  that  he  was  lost  to  the  episcopate,  Augustine  was 
ordained  priest  at  Hippo,  in  AMca. 

Sincd  his  arrival  in  Africa,  Augustine  had  passed  his  time 
in  the  strictest  retirement,  in  company  with  a  few  chosen 
firiends  and  his  son  Adeodatus.  He  had  brought  all  the 
resources  of  his  philosophy  to  bear  on  Christian  contro- 
versies, and  had  written  many  valuable  works,  especially 
one  written  at  Thagaste,  entitled  ''The  Master,"  which  is  a 
dialogue  with  his  son  Adeodatus,  a  youth  gifted  like  his 
father,  with  remarkable  talents,  and  of  great  promise,  cut 
short  about  this  time  by  his  early  death.  ^I  had  no  part  in 
that  boy,"  says  S.  Augustine,  ''but  the  sin."  The  questions  of 
Adeodatus  in  "The  Master"  evince  such  precocious  power, 
that  his  father  calls  God  to  witness  that  he  has  ascribed 
no  thoughts  to  his  son  but  those  he  actually  uttered. 

The  story  of  his  conversion,  and  the  fax^ts  of  his  earlier 
life,  had  spread  the  fame  of  S.  Augustine  far  and  wide^ 
while  the  saoiifice  he  had  made  of  his  profession  and 
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worldly  prospects,  his  holy  life,  and  his  writiiigs,  led  many 
to  desire  his  ordination  and  subsequent  advancement  to 
the  episcopal  dignity.  So  marked  was  this  feeling  that  he 
ahnost  feared  to  leave  his  retirement  at  Thagaste,  lest  the 
same  fate  should  befall  him  which  befell.S.  Ambrose,  who 
was  ordained  against  his  will,  and  the  deep  humility  of 
Augustine  made  him  shrink  from  the  prospect. 

But  in  this  year  he  visited  Valerius,  Bishop  of  Hippo^ 
and  while  he  was  present  the  bishop  alluded,  in  a  sennon, 
to  the  great  need  of  another  priest  at  Hippo,  and  the 
people  unanimously  seized  upon  Augustine  and  requested 
his  ordination.  Opposition  was  useless,  and  the  ordinatimi 
took  place.  Four  years  later,  owing  to  his  growing  iIlfi^ 
mities,  the  aged  Valerius  solicited  Augustine  to  accept  Ae 
post  of  Bishop  Coadjutor  of  Hippo,  and  he  was  omse- 
crated.  For  a  short  time  the  elder  bishop  survived  to 
assist  and  counsel  his  younger  colleague,  and  then,  dying 
in  peace,  left  the  sole  possession  of  the  see  to  its  last  and 
greatest  occupant,  Augustine,  who  held  it  till  his  deaUi, 
thirty-five  years  later.  We  shall  constantly  meet  him  in 
the  future  pages  of  the  history  of  this  period. 

Meanwhile,  Theodosius,  with  the  full  concurrence  of 
S.  Ambrose  and  his  other  spiritual  advisers,  issued  severe 
laws  against  both  Paganism  and  heresy.  Men  did  not 
then  understand  the  virtue  of   toleration — ^perhaps  we 

« 

should  not  ourselves  had  we  lived  in  those  days — and 
edict  followed  edict,  absolutely  prohibiting  the  ex^xdse  of 
the  ancient  religion  of  the.  empire. 
^Let  no  man  whatsoever,  of  any  rank  or  order,  presmns 
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to  o£fer  sacrifice  in  any  city  or  village  to  lifeless  images, 
or  to  warship  household  gods  with  incense."  The  penalty 
was  deatL  Further  laws  were  also  made  prohibiting  the 
Assemblies  of  Arians  or  other  heretics,  and  when  they 
eomplained,  S.  Augustime  reminded  them  that  such'exercise 
of  authority  was  the  duty  of  the  sovereign.  '^  Not  one  of 
us,  Catholic  or  Donatist,"  he  says,  "condemns  the  laws 
prohibiting  Pagan  worship,  and  they  are  far  more  severe 
than  those  which  repress  heresy,  for  the  punishment  in 
tiuir  case  is  death." 

Such,  indeed,  was  the  law,  that  the  simplest  Pagan  rite 
^itailed  the  forfeiture  of  the  house  or  land  thus  polluted, 
and  the  rite  of  sacrifice  to  a  Pagan  deity,  or  demoriy  was 
rendered  a  capital  offence.  But  Paganism  found  no 
martyrs  to  die  in  its  defence,  no  devoted  followers  resorted 
to  the  gloom  of  the  Catacombs,  no  priest  defied  torture  or 
death  sooner  than  abandon  his  gods ;  and  the  few  who  had 
trusted  vainly  to  secaresy,  but  were,  nevertheless,  dis- 
covered, apostatized  (if  the  word  can  be  used)  directly 
they  were  confronted  with  the  civil  power.  What  a 
contrast  to  the  behaviour  of  the  Christians  under  like 
circumstances,  and  how  convincing  a  proof  of  the  empti- 
ness of  polytheism !  Twenty  years  later  the  presence  of 
Paganism  was  unknown  to  the  law ;  it  ceased  to  exi^  in  its 
outward  and  tangible  manifestation. 
.  Yet  a  vain  effort  was  made  in  its  defence  at  Alexandria. 
The  Pagans  fortified  the  Temple  of  Serapis,  under  the 
leadership  of  Olympus,  a  Pagan  philosopher.  They 
appealed  to  the  emperor,  and  while  the  appeal  was 
pending  they  made  aallies»  and,  seizing  such  Christians 
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as  they  oonld  surprise,  endeayouied  to  compel  them,  I7 
crael  tortuies,  to  sacrifice ;  cmcifying,  or  otherwiae  craelly 
slaying,  those  who  refused. 

The  Temple  of  Seiapis,  in  which  thiey  had  fortified 
themselyes,  was  built  on  a  qnadrangnlar  terrace,  raised  to 
the  height  of  more  than  a  hundred  steps,  and  exceeding^ 
spacious.  The  idol  was  of  enonnous  size,  and,  with  its 
extended  hands,  touched  both  extremities  of  the  temple. 
It  was  the  representation  of  a  venerable  man,  with  beaid 
and  long  hair,  and  was  considered  of  extraordinaiy  sane* 
tity.  Therefore  the  insurgents  became  exceedingly  bold 
and  desperate,  and  utterly  refused  to  submit  to  the  local 
authorities,  hoping  that  the  eiiiperor  would  grant  ihem 
toleration. 

But  they  were  bitterly  disappointed.  The  answer  of 
Theodosius  arrived.  He  refused  to  sanction  any  lanee 
with  idolatry ;  and  while  he  refused  to  avenge  the  ChiiB- 
tians  who  had  been  slain,  lest  such  vengeance  should 
dim  the  glory  of  their  martyrdom,  he  ordered  the  temples 
of  Alexandria  to  be  destroyed,  as  the  cause  of  the  sedition. 
The  Pagans  were  reduced  to  despair,  embraced  the  amnes^, 
and  surrendered. 

The  Temple  of  Serapis  was  therefore  abandoned. 
Olympus  fled  to  Italy.  It  was  currently  reported  that 
the  preceding  night,  in  the  stillness  of  the  empty  temple, 
he  heard  a  voice  singing  ''Alleluia,"  and  accepted  the  omen. 

A  report  had  been  industriously  circulated  by  the 
Pagans  that  the  Christians  were  afraid  to  meddle  wiiih 
Serapis,  lest  the  heavens  should  fall  and  the  earth  be 
dissolved.    Great,  therefore,  was  the  consternation  on  the 
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^rt  of  tbe  superstitious  when  a  soldier,  at  the  command 
of  the  bishop,  Theophilus,  approached  the  idol  with  an 
axe.  He  struck  a  fearful  blow  on  its  jaw ;  blow  followed 
blow,  till  the  head  falling  off,  a  number  of  rats  scampered 
away,  amidst  the  laughter  of  the  people ;  and  the  scattered 
limbs  were  dragged  away  and  burnt  piece  by  piece,  while 
the  trunk  perished  by  similar  means  in  the  amphitheatre, 
once  red  with  Christian  blood. 

It  had  been  the  custom  to  attribute  the  rising  of  the 
Kile  to  Serapis,  and  the  Pagans  fondly  hoped  it  would 
refuse  to  rise.  It  rose  higher  than  it  had  ever  been  known 
to  rise  before,  and  they  hoped  it  was  about  to  do  injury 
to  the  city,  when  it  gently  subsided. 

The  destruction  of  Serapis  sealed  the  fate  of  idolatry 
in  Egypt;  city  after  city  followed  the  example  of  the 
capital,  and  churches  and  monasteries  arose  upon  the 
ruins  of  heathen  temples.  During  the  progress  of  their 
destruction  many  dark  deeds  were  brought  to  light.  There 
were  found  in  the  adyta^  or  secret  chambers,  the  heads  of 
infants  with  gilded  lips,  and  features  illustrative  of  divers 
cruel  ways  of  inflicting  death,  at  the  sight  of  which 
horrors  many  Pagans  abjured  their  false  religion.  Artifices 
whereby  the  people  had  been  deceived  were  likewise 
exposed;  hollow  idols  of  wood  0£^  brass,  into  which  the 
priest  entering,  made  the  supposed  god  to  utter  what 
oonunands  he  pleased ;  secret  passages,  whereby  many  dark 
deeds  had  been  consummated,  and  many  mechanical  con- 
trivances of  great,  skill,  particularly  an  aperture  in  the 
Temple  of  Serapis,  so  contrived  that  at  one  particular 
moment  in  the  year,  during  his  festival,  the  sun  from  the 
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cloudless  sky  of  I^ypt  saluted  the  lips  of  the  god,  as  with 
a  kiss,  while  the  multitude  marvelled  at  the  mirade  of  the 
sunbeam  as  it  glanced  across  the  inner  gloonL 

The  famous  temples  of  the  idle  of  Canopus,  the  wonder 
of  Egypt,  twelve  miles  above  Alexandria,  with  their  cavenu^ 
consecrated  to  every  kind  of  foul  and  cruel  idolatry,  were 
likewise  ruthlessly  destroyed,  and  on  their  site  rose  churcheB 
and  monasteries,  so  that  the  island,  once  foul  with  the 
smoke  of  idol  sacrifices,  and  the  blood  of  slaughtered 
victims,  was  now  vocal  with  prayer  and  praise,  addressed 
to  the  Triune  Gk>d,  while  the  mart3rrs  who  had  perished 
in  the  same  locality  during  a  former  generation,  wert 
especially  venerated  at  Canopus. 

In  the  West,  Yalentinian  endeavoured  to  make  a  similar 
xmsparing  destruction  of  idols  and  idolatry,  but  found 
greater  difficulty,  the  prefect,  Symmachus,  still  heading 
the  opposition. 

All  men,  we  are  told,  save  the  Pagans,  loved  YalentiniaiL 
His  mother, .  Justina,  was  dead,  and  he  was  now  a  cate- 
chumen, under  the  instruction  of  S.  Ambrose.  The  pre- 
cepts of  the  saint,  and  the  example  of  the  great  Theodo8iiu» 
had  completely  effaced  the  stains  of  the  Arian  heresy  from 
his  youthful  mind,  and  he  was  earnestly  anticipating  Bap- 
tism, while  hu3  justice  and  piety  comm^ided  him  to  the 
prayers  of  all  classes. 

He  had  entrusted  the  care  of  his  person  to  a  Frank, 
named  Arbogastes,  who,  having  distinguished  himself  in 
the  campaign  against  Maximus,  had  been  appointed  b]r 
Theodosius  commander  of  the  forces  in  GauL  But  he 
abused  the  power  thus  obtained,  to  follow  the  example 
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of  the  tyrant  against  whom  his  prowess  had  been  dis- 
played, and  Valentinian  was  soon  made  aware  that  his 
life  was  in  danger,  and  that  he  was  surrounded  by  treach- 
erous foes.  In  this  perplexity  he  sent  to  beg  Ambrose  to 
hasten  to  his  presence  at  Vienne,  in  Gaul,  where  he  was 
detained  by  the  jealousy  of  Arbogastes.  He  wished  him, 
he  said,  to  be  his  surety  to  Arbogastes,  and  he  desired  to 
receive  Baptism,  for  which  he  had  long  been  preparing  at 
his  hands.  There  were,  indeed,  other  prelates  of  great 
sanctity  in  Gaul,  such  as  S.  Martin ;  but  he  wished  espe- 
cially to  receive  the  Sacrament  from  him  whom  he  had 
once  been  taught  to  persecute. 

After  the  messenger  had  gone  his  impatience  was  con- 
tinual. He  often  asked,  "  Think  you  I  shall  soon  see  my 
£either  ?"  Ambrose  was  hastening  to  him  when  these  fore- 
bodings were  unhappily  fulfilled. 

It  was  the  eve  of  Whitsunday,  when  candidates  were 
usually  baptized,  and  the  imperial  catechumen  was  found 
dead  in  his  chamber,  strangled  by  the  guards  of  Arbo- 
gastes, who  vainly  endeavoured  to  make  it  appear  that  the 
young  prince  had  committed  suicide.  This  unhappy  event 
occurred  on  Whitsun  Eve,  a.d.  392. 

The  body  was  yielded  to  his  sisters,  and  buried  near  that 
of  Gratian,  at  Milan.  At  the  funeral  celebration,  Ambrose 
poiured  forth  his  grief  and  his  hope  in  a  touching  ora- 
tion yet  preserved  to  us.  He  spoke  of  the  desire  of  Valen- 
tinian for  Baptism,  and  argued  that,  like  many  of  the 
martyrs,  who  had  but  received  the  Baptism  of  Blood,  he 
had  fully  received  the  benefits  of  that  sacrament  for  the 
actual  reception  whereof  he  had  been  so  earnestly  pre- 

2  A 
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paring.    "Christ  Himself,"  he  said,  "Who  loved  thee, bap- 
tized thee,  when  human  aid  was  wanting." 

Theodosius  was  already  informed  of  the  fate  of  his 
youthful  colleague,  when  an  embassy  arrived  from  Eoge- 
nius,  whom  Arbogastes  had  invested  with  the  imperial 
dignity,  offering  peace,  if  he  would  but  acknowledge  him 
as  Emperor  of  the  West. 

Theodosius  woidd  not  commit  himself  to  any  definite 
promises ;  but  dismissing  the  ambassadors  with  fair  words, 
prepared  himself  for  any  emergency  that  might  ariae. 
There  could  be  no  true  peace  with  murderers  and  usurpers. 

So  Eugenius  felt;  and  as  Theodosius  was  an  eamest 
Christian,  Ae  favoured  the  Pagans  by  allowing  them  the 
free  exercise  of  their  religion.  It  was  the  last  time  it  ever 
was  granted  to  them.  They  offered  midtitudes  of  sacri- 
fices, poured  forth  the  blood,  inspected  the  entrails,  and 
pronounced  victory  to  Eugenius,  who  once  more  set  up 
the  Pagan  ensigns  in  the  army.  The  altar  of  victory  at 
Rome  was  rebuilt,  and  the  revenues  of  the  temples  were 
restored.  S.  Ambrose  sternly  reproved  the  usurper,  whae- 
fore  he  promised,  if  he  gained  the  victory  in  the  war, 
which  every  one  felt  was  impending,  to  turn  the  cathe- 
dral of  Milan  into  a  stable.  He  had  the  will,  but,  as 
we  shall  see,  God  denied  him  the  power. 

At  length  Theodosius  took  up  arms  to  avenge  the  mnr- 
der  of  his  youthful  ally.  He  entered  Italy,  and  in  the 
first  engagement  his  Gothic  allies,  under  Gainas,  were  so 
unsuccessful,  that  his  chief  ofiScers  advised  instant  retreat; 
but  Theodosius  nobly  replied,  that  never  should  the  Cpobs 
yield  before  the  ensigns  of  Hercules. 
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He  passed  the  whole  night  in  prayer,  watering  the 
ground  with  his  tears,  and  at  length  overcome  with  fatigue 
he  fell  asleep.  At  cockcrow  he  dreamed  that  S.  John  and 
S.  Philip  had  come  to  his  aid. 

The  battle  was  renewed,  and  in  the  crisis  of  the  engage- 
ment Theodosius  leaped  from  his  horse,  and  advancing  at 
the  head  of  his  troops  with  the  words,  "  Where  is  the  God 
of  Theodosius?"  charged  the  enemy.  A  violent  wind 
suddenly  arose,  which  blew  fiiU  in  the  face  of  the  foe  and 
retarded  all  their  arrows,  while  it  blinded  them  with  dust, 
and  forced  them  to  break  their  array.  Even  the  Pagans 
felt  that  Heaven  was  fighting  against  them,  and  they  gave 
way  in  utter  confusion.  A  portion  fled,  another  portion 
surrendered  to  Theodosius,  who  ordered  them  to  bring 
Eugenius  to  him.  Eugenius  was  posted  upon  a  neigh- 
bouring hiU,  and  seeing  these  men  coming,  he  asked  them, 
''Have  you  taken  Theodosius?"  "We  have  come  to  take 
yew,"  was  the  reply,  and  they  stripped  him  of  the  imperial 
raiment  and  led  him  bound  to  Theodosius.  Losing  all 
courage,  he  pleaded  piteously  for  his  life,  but  in  vain.  He 
was  beheaded ;  but  the  victor  spared,  and  provided  for,  his 
wife  and  children,  who  had  taken  sanctuary ;  neither  did 
he  suffer  any  person  to  gratify  his  private  revenge  or 
cupidity  at  the  expense  of  the  vanquished. 

Arbogastes  committed  suicide  when  all  was  over.  Theo- 
dosius wrote  to  S.  Ambrose  to  request  a  thanksgiving  for 
his  victory.  "I  held  your  letter  in  my  hands  while  I 
offered  up  the  Holy  Sacrifice,"  replied  the  bishop,  whose 
heart  might  well  overflow  with  gratitude. 

The  defeat  of  Eugenius  sealed  the  downfall  of  Paganism. 
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Before  Theodosius  left  Italy,  he  exhorted  the  senators  of 
Eome  to  sweep  away  all  traces  of  idolatry.  They  replied 
that  they  could  not  change  the  customs  of  twelve  hundred 
years  to  embrace  a  new  religion.  But  they  had  to  deal 
with  a  man  of  unflinching  purpose,  and  zeal  for  God.  He 
confiscated  the  revenues  which  had  maintained  the  Pagan 
sacrifices.  The  victims  ceased  to  be  slain,  the  ceremonies 
were  neglected,  and  at  length  the  public  worship  of  Pa- 
ganism ceased  to  exist  in  Eome  herself. 

To  this  change  the  Pagan  historians,  of  course,  impute 
the  subsequent  downfall  of  the  Eoman  power. 

The  observance  of  Sunday  as  a  day  of  rest  from  labour 
became  general,  while  it  was  carefully  distinguished  firom 
the  Sabbath,  the  separate  observance  of  which  day  was 
fast  declining.  Theodosius  enacted  that  no  civil  business 
should  be  done,  and  no  amphitheatres  should  be  opened, 
on  the  Lord's-day.  The  observance  of  Holy  Week  as- 
sumed the  features  it  has  ever  since  retained  during  this 
period,  the  one  evening  celebration  of  the  year  taking 
place  on  Maundy  Thursday.  Good  Friday  was  spent 
as  a  day  of  intense  solemnity ;  and  on  Easter  Eve  cities 
were  illuminated,  and  worshippers,  bearing  torches  and 
tapers,  filled  the  churches  to  keep  the  vigil  of  the  Kesu^ 
rection,  passing  the  whole  night  in  devotion.  The  adminis- 
tration of  Baptism  ordinarily  took  place  on  Easter  Eve, 
and  the  newly  baptized  wore  their  white  robes  during 
the  octave.  Theodosius  enacted  that  during  Lent  no 
criminal  proceedings  should  take  place,  and  no  judicial 
torture  or  corporeal  punishment  be  inflicted.     He  also 
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ordered  a  general  release  of  all  prisoners  confined,  for 
minor  offences,  to  take  place  at  Easter. 

S.  Jerome  had  now  lived  many  years  in  his  retirement 
at  Bethlehem,  but  could  not  escape  from  controversy.  In 
the  year  392,  Epiphanius,  Bishop  of  Cyprus,  visited  Jeru- 
salem, and  during  his  sojourn  in  the  Holy  Land,  where  he 
had  founded  a  monastery,  he  forcibly  ordained  Paulinianus, 
S.  Jerome's  brother,  thereby  giving  very  great  offence  to 
John,  Bishop  of  Jerusalem,  the  successor  of  S.  CyriL 
Epiphanius  retorted  by  accusing  John  of  holding  the 
errors  popularly  imputed  to  Origen,  which  he  referred  to 
eight  heads,  including  the  belief  that  the  souls  of  men 
are  angels  imprisoned  in  human  bodies  for  their  sins ; 
that  the  devil  will  ultimately  be  restored  to  his  place  in 
Heaven ;  that  Adam  and  Eve  were  incorporeal  before  their 
fall;  that  we  shaU  rise  with  new  bodies  at  the  resurrec- 
tion ;  and  other  startling  novelties  in  Christian,  or  rather 
anti-Christian,  doctrine. 

All  these  errors  Epiphanius,  apparently  without  just 
reason,  imputed  to  John.  He  was  a  man  of  singularly 
disputatious  spirit,  and  somewhat  arbitrary  in  his  manner. 
He  gave  great  offence  by  destroying  the  curtain  of  a 
church  near  Bethel,  because  it  had  a  figure  embroidered 
thereupon,  although  the  use  of  such  pictures  was  allowed 
at  that  period  both  in  the  East  and  the  West.*  Epipha- 
nius embodied  these  charges  in  a  letter  to  John,  which 
Jerome  caused  to  be  translated  into  Latin.  John  replied 
by  a  circular  letter,  addressed  to  aU  the  bishops,  and 

♦  So  it  would  appear  from  S.  Gregory  Nyssa,  in  Theod. ;  Prudentius, 
Steph.  9  and  93 ;  S.  Paulinas,  of  Nola,  Natal.  9  y.  511 ;  S.  Augustine,  &c. 
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charged  Epiphaniua,  in  a  sermon,  when  he  was  present, 
with  the  heresy  of  Anthropomorphism,  or  the  belief  that 
Ood  possesses  bodily  parts  and  passions.  Epiphanius 
replied  by  abjuring  the  heresy  in  question,  and  calling 
upon  John  to  abjure  Origenism,  whereupon  loud  laughter 
arose  in  the  church,  as  at  a  shrewd  retort. 

Here  we  must  leave  the  quarrel  for  the  present,  but  it 
wiU  be  seen  that  it  proved  the  cause  of  far  more  deadly 
evil  subsequently. 

We  must  not  omit  mention  of  one  Vigilantius,  a  natiYe 
of  Gaul,  who  visited  S.  Jerome  about  this  time  with  a  letter 
of  introduction  from  Paulinus,  of  Nola.  Disagreements 
arose,  and  when  Vigilantius  returned  to  the  West,  a  fierce 
controversy  took  place  between  him  and  the  recluse  of 
Bethlehem.  Vigilantius  appears  to  have  been  a  Protestant 
by  anticipation.  He  assailed  the  veneration  paid  to  the 
saints  and  their  relics,  the  prevalent  belief  in  miracles^ 
and  wrote  violently  against  the  celibate  life  and  the  mo- 
nastic system. 

He  does  not  seem  to  have  had  any  followers,  and  his 
memory  only  survives  in  the  writings  of  his  great  oppo- 
nents. 

The  fatigues  of  the  late  war  had  been  very  detrimental 
to  the  health  of  the  emperor,  and  he  soon  became  con- 
vinced that  his  end  was  near.  He  commended  Ms 
children,  Arcadius  and  Honorius,  to  the  care  of  Stilicho, 
who  had  married  his  niece ;  made  his  last  will,  in  which 
he  particularly  directed  pardon  to  be  given  to  all  those 
guilty  of  political  offences,  and  then  gave  his  last  concern 
to  the  welfare  of  the  Church,    He  died  at  Milan  on  the 


1  * 
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17tli  of  January,  a.d.  395,  in  the  sixtieth  year  of  his  age ; 
and  the  glory  of  Borne  died  with  him.  Seldom  has  an 
emperor  so  pious  and  able  ruled  so  mighty  a  realm,  and 
his  conspicuous  virtues  arrested  its  fall.  Notwithstanding 
the  recent  calamity  of  a  civil  war,  his  death,  says  Gibbon, 
was  universally  lamented.  The  barbarians  whom  he  had 
vanquished,  and  the  churchmen  by  whom  he  had  been 
subdued,  alike  celebrated  his  virtues.  "  I  loved  the  man," 
said  S.  Ambrose,  "  who  thought  better  of  a  reprover  than 
of  a  flatterer,  and  enquired  for  [me  with  his  dying  breath." 
His  body  was  embalmed  and  brought  to  Constantinople, 
where  it  was  buried  in  the  tomb  of  the  empeiors-the  last 
monarch  of  the  undivided  empire  of  Eome,  whom  East  and 
West  alike  delighted  to  obey ;  by  whose  edicts  Paganism 
bad  been  abolished,  and  the  Catholic  Faith  established  as 
the  national  religion. 

The  ruin  of  Paganism,  in  the  age  of  Theodosius,  Gibbon 
observes,  is  perhaps  the  only  instance  of  the  total  extirpa- 
tion of  any  ancient  and  popular  superstition.  It  was  a 
work  which  has  endeared  the  name  of  Theodosius  to  every 
believer  in  Christianity. 


CHAPTER  XIX. 

FROM    THE    DEATH   OF   THEODOSIUS    TO  THE 
SACK   OF  ROME   BY  ALARIC. 

A.D.  805-410. 

A  NOTHEE  great  Christian  hero  comes  so  prominently 
forward  on  the  stage  of  ecclesiastical  history  at  this 
period,  that  it  seems  appropriate  to  commence  this  chapter 
with  a  'sketch  of  his  early  life  and  ministry. 

S.  John  Chrysostom*  was  bom  at  Antioch  about  the 
year  347,  of  a  noble  family,  whose  ancestors  had  home 
high  civil  and  military  authority  in  the  East,  ffis 
father,  Secundus,  and  mother,  Arethusa,  were  both  Chris- 
tians. His  father  died  while  he  was  yet  an  infant,  and  his 
mother  remained  a  widow,  and  educated  her  children, 
John  and  his  sister.  The  great  abilities  the  boy  manifested 
led  them  to  give  him  all  the  educational  advantages  in 
their  power.  He  became  at  an  early  age  the  pupil  of  the 
great  heathen  sophist,  Libanius,  who  declared,  when  dying, 
that  John  should  have  been  his  successor  had  not  the 
Christians  stolen  him. 

At  the  age  of  eighteen  he  became  disgusted  with  the 
emptiness  of  rhetoric  and  the  injustice  of  the  legal  pro- 
fession, and  applied  himself  with  avidity  to  the  study  of 

*  The  name  Chrysostom,  or  the  golden  mouthed,  was  afterwards  given 
him  on  account  of  his  great  eloquence. 
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theology.  S.  Meletius,  Bishop  of  Antioch,  observing  his 
ability,  encouraged  him  to  be  his  constant  companion.  He 
instructed  him,  baptized  him — for,  like  S.  Augustine,  he 
had  delayed  his  baptism — and  ordained  him  reader.  John 
prevailed  upon  Theodore,  afterwards  Bishop  of  Mopsuestia, 
and  Maximus,  afterwards  Bishop  of  Seleucia,  who  had 
been  his  fellow- student  under  Libanius,  to  embrace  the 
ascetic  life  with  him,  as  also  a  more  intimate  friend 
named  Basil 

Following,  therefore,  the  precedent  set  by  the  saints, 
Chrysostom  retired  to  the  neighbouring  mountains,  and, 
under  the  tuition  of  an  aged  anchorite,  lived  a  life  of  the 
strictest  mortification  for  more  than  four  years,  during 
which  he  wrote  his  book  in  defence  of  the  monastic  life. 
It  was  needed ;  for  at  that  time  the  extreme  austerities  of 
the  monks  were  causing  a  reaction  against  bodily  morti- 
fications, and  even  strictness  of  life,  in  Antioch. 

At  length,  finding  his  constitution  giving  way,  he  was 
forced  to  return  to  the  city,  where  he  gave  himseK  entirely 
up  to  the  service  of  God,  being  then  in  his  twenty- sixth 
year.  Five  years  he  served  at  the  altar  as  sub -deacon, 
and  was  then  ordained  deacon  by  Meletius.  His  capacity 
for  preaching  was  recognized,  and  his  private  instructions 
highly  valued ;  but  he  was  not  permitted  to  preach  pub- 
licly while  yet  a  deacon,  according  to  the  existing  rule, 
and  he  was  consequently  ordained  priest,  A.D.  385,  by  the 
Bishop  Flavian,  who  had  succeeded  Meletius. 

One  of  his  early  discourses  was  preached  on  Christmas 
Day,  the  observance  of  which  festival,  as  distinct  from 
the  Epiphany,  had  been  only  recently,  as  he  tells  us, 
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introduced  into  the  churches  of  the  East.  His  eloq[uenoe 
rendered  him  popular  as  a  preacher ;  but  his  full  powers 
were  not  appreciated  until  the  occasion  of  the  deep  ap- 
prehension which  fell  upon  the  people  after  they  had 
broken  the  statues  of  Theodosius  and  his  family,  when  the 
great  preacher  rose  fully  to  the  occasion. 

Upon  the  death  of  Theodosius,  the  empire  was  again 
divided.  His  elder  son,  Arcadius,  became  emperor  of  the 
East,  and  Honorius,  then  a  mere  child,  of  the  West  the 
seats  of  government  being  Constantinople  and  Some. 

Their  early  instruction  had  been  committed  to  the  caie 
of  the  learned  Arsenius,  who,  having  chastised  Arcadius 

ft 

with  the  rod  for  some  boyish  fault,  so  grievously  offended 
the  young  prince  that  he  plotted  against  his  tutor^s  life. 
Whereupon  Arsenius  fled  to  the  deserts  of  Scetis,  where 
he  embraced  the  monastic  life.  Theodosius  strove  in  vain 
to  discover  his  retreat ;  and  at  his  accession  to  the  throne 
Arcadius  renewed  the  search ;  this  time  with  success.  He 
assured  Arsenius  that  he  had  repented  of  his  designs, 
begged  his  forgiveness,  and  implored  his  return.  But  in 
vain.  Arsenius  replied,  "  God  grant  us  all  the  pardon  of 
our  sins !  but  I  am  dead  to  the  world." 

But  the  real  rulers  of  the  world  were  Stihcho  in  the 
West,  and  Eufinus  id  the  East,  who  had  risen  to  power 
under  Theodosius,  and  now  ruled  in  the  name  of  his  sons. 
Stilicho  was  an  able  and  great  statesman,  as  also  a 
skUful  general  Eufinus  was  only  distinguished  by  his 
violent  passions.  Their  rivalry  was  shortly  terminated  by 
an  act  of  treachery  which  has  deeply  stained  the  memory 
of  Stilicho.    The  Goths,  under  Gainas,  who  had  fought 
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against  Eugenius,  were  about  to  return  to  the  Eastern 
army,  to  which  they  rightly  belonged.  Stilicho  availed 
himself  of  the  opportunity  to  gain  their  affections  and 
secure  their  assistance  in  the  removal  of  his  rival.  They 
returned  homeward  with  the  deadliest  instructions  and 
intentions  towards  Bufinus,  who  was  generally  hated. 

At  the  distance  of  a  mile  from  Constantinople,  the  Goths 
halted,  and  Bufinus  came,  in  attendance  upon  the  young 
emperor,  to  receive  their  salutations.  Gradually  the  wings 
of  the  army  wheeled  round  from  either  side,  and  enclosed 
him  in  a  living  circle,  when  a  soldier,  rushing  forward 
before  the  victim  even  comprehended  his  danger,  buried 
his  sword  in  his  breast,  and  Bufinus  fell,  groaned,  and 
died  at  the  feet  of  the  affrighted  Arcadius.  Stilicho,  how- 
ever, gained  little  by  the  deed.  He  never  obtained  any 
ascendancy  over  Arcadius,  and  was  forced  to  be  content  to 
rule  the  West  in  the  name  of  Honorius.  The  two  divisions 
of  the  empire  rapidly  assumed  the  position  of  independent 
states,  and  were  never  re-united. 

But  a  fearful  crisis  was  at  hand.  The*  Goths,  taking 
advantage  of  the  death  of  Theodosius,  burst  into  Mace- 
donia, under  the  mighty  and  terrible  Alaric,  a  name 
destined  to  become  a  household  word.  In  the  course  of  a 
year  he  carried  his  ravages  into  every  district  of  Greece. 
Stilicho  entered  the  Peloponnesus  to  oppose  him;  but 
Alaric  marched  out  with  his  booty  and  his  captives,  and 
was  master  of  Epirus  before  Stilicho  knew  he  had  escaped, 
whereupon  Arcadius  purchased  a  treacherous  peace. 

It  was  but  of  short  contiauance,  and  meanwhile  Gildo, 
the  tyrant  of  Africa,  rose  in  rebellion,  and,  committing 
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frightful  atrocities,  contended  in  arms  with  Stilicho  and 
his  own  brother,  Mascezel.  His  anny  forsook  him  at  the 
moment  of  battle,  and  Gildo  committed  suicide  in  prison. 

The  Donatists  took  advantage  of  this  war  to  commit 
great  outrages  upon  the  Catholics.  Optatus,  one  of  their 
bishops,  was  so  much  attached  to  the  party  of  Gildo  that 
he  was  called  the  Gildonian.  He  was  attended  by  a  troop 
of  soldiers,  with  whom  he  committed  atrocious  crimes  and 
cruelties  until  the  fall  of  his  patron.  He  was  thrown  into 
prison,  where  he  died,  and  the  Donatists  reverenced  him 
as  z.  martyr.  S.  Augustine  was  unceasing  in  his  labouis 
for  the  conversion  of  these  misguided  men,  with  whom  he 
frequently  met  in  public  disputations,  in  which  he  was 
so  successful  that  the  Donatists  promised  remission  of  sins 
to  those  who  should  remove  that  *' wolf "  out  of  the  way. 
We  shall  return  to  the  subject  hereafter. 

In  the  midst  of  these  gathering  clouds,  S.  Ambrose  was 
removed  from  the  evil  to  come  to  his  eternal  rest.  After 
an  ordination  he  was  taken  ill  and  confined  to  his  bed. 
Stilicho  sent  to  beseech  him  to  pray  for  recovery,  as 
neither  the  Church  nor  the  state  could  sustain  his  loss  at 
such  a  time  of  impending  calamity.  As  they  entreated 
him  to  grant  their  request,  he  replied,  "  I  have  not  Uved 
so  as  to  be  ashamed  to  live,  neither  do  I  fear  to  die,  for 
we  have  a  good  Master."  He  prepared  himseK  with 
edifying  meekness  for  his  end.  Once,  as  he  was  praying, 
he  told  those  who  prayed  with  him,  "  I  have  seen  the  Lord 
Jesus,  Who  has  smiled  upon  me."  Through  the  Passion- 
tide  of  A.n.  397,  he  sank  gradually,  and  his  afflicted 
flock  perceived  that  he  was  about  to  be  taken  from  them. 
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All  Good  Friday  they  watched  him  as  he  sank.  From 
five  o'clock  in  the  evening  his  lips  moved  incessantly  in 
prayer,  until  Easter  Eve  dawned,  when  a  bishop,  who  was 
amongst  the  watchers,  having  lain  down  to  take  a  little 
rest,  heard  a  voice,  which  called  him  thrice  by  name,  and 
said,  "  Eise  quickly,  he  is  ready  to  depart."  He  arose,  and 
gave  the  saint  "  the  Body  of  the  Lord,"  which  having 
received,  he  departed  to  keep  the  eternal  Easter  in 
heaven.  It  was  the  tenth  anniversary  of  the  baptism  of 
S.  Augustine. 

The  following  November,  S.  Martin,  the  Apostle  of 
Graul,  was  also  taken  from  the  conflict.  Willing  to  Uve,  if 
God  designed  further  labour  for  him,  he  yet  longed  to 
depart  and  be  with  Christ.  He  sent  for  his  disciples,  and 
told  them  that  his  end  was  near.  "Why,  0  Father,  do 
you  leave  us?"  they  cried  with  one  voice;  "the  wolves  will 
seize  your  flock ;  we  know  you  long  to  be  with  Christ,  but 
pity  us  whom  you  are  deserting."  Moved  to  tears,  he 
prayed  aloud,  "  Lord,  if  I  be  yet  necessary  to  Thy  people, 
I  refuse  not  the  toil.     Thy  will  be  done." 

He  sank  beneath  the  fever  which  had  attacked  him, 
but  would  only  lie  on  hair-cloth  and  ashes,  saying  it 
became  a  Christian  thus  to  die.  He  continually  gazed,  as 
if  entranced,  towards  heaven.  As  the  end  drew  near, 
lie  thought  he  saw  the  arch-enemy  near  with  his  final 
temptations.  "What  doest  thou  here,  thou  beast  of 
blood?"  he  exclaimed;  "thou  hast  no  part  in  me;  I  am 
going  to  the  bosom  of  Abraham;"  and  he  passed  away  to 
his  rest.  He  has  ever  been  a  popular  saint  in  England, 
many  churches  in  all  parts  of  the  country  being  dedicated 
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to  him.  It  was  about  this  period  that  S.  Niniaii  built  tlie 
first  church  of  stone  erected  in  these  islands,  as  it  is 
commonly  supposed,  and  dedicated  it  to  8.  MaHin, 

Nectarius,  the  Bishop  of  Constantinople,  who  had  suc- 
ceeded S.  Gregory,  died  in  September,  A.D.  397.  Some 
little  time  was  spent  in  deliberation  upon  the  choice  d  a 
successor.  Party  spirit  ran  high,  and  many  candidates  for 
the  dignity  presented  themselves,  crowding  at  the  gates  of 
the  palace  and  offering  presents,  until  the  people  weie  so 
scandalized,  that  they  besought  the  emperor  to  select  a 
fitting  person. 

His  choice  fell  upon  S.  John  Chrysostom,  whose  fame 
was  now  spread  throughout  the  empire,  and  he  was  unani- 
mously elected  by  clergy  and  laity.  So  much  was  he 
beloved  at  Antioch,  and  so  imwilling  was  he  supposed  to 
be  to  leave  it,  that  he  was  enticed  out  of  the  city  by  the 
governor  under  pretence  of  ecclesiastical  business,  placed 
in  a  chariot,  and  sent  under  the  care  of  officers  to  Con- 
stantinople. 

He  submitted,  as  to  the  will  of  God,  and  consented 
to  be  consecrated.  A  council  was  called  to  sanction  the 
appointment,  Theophilus,  of  Alexandria,  being  especially 
requested  to  be  present.  The  Egyptian  prelate  was  very 
unwilling  to  consent  to  the  appointment,  because  he  read 
the  character  of  Chrysostom,  and  feared  that  he  would 
never  be  the  pliant  tool  which  Nectarius  had  been,  and 
which  the  patriarchs  of  Alexandria  would  have  desired 
always  to  find  in  the  rival  prelates  of  the  Imperial  City. 
There  had  always  been  a  jealousy  between  the  sees  since 
the  Coimcil  of  Constantinople  exalted  that  city  above 
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Alexandria  in  ecclesiastical  importance,  and  it  affords  the 
key  to  much  of  the  subsequent  history. 

Theophilus  was,  however,  compelled  to  submit.  Eutro-  • 
plus,  the  chief  eunuch,  whose  influence  had  been  used  in 
Eavour  of  Chrysostom,  showed  him  accusations  which  had 
been  laid  against  him,  and  told  him  they  should  be  pressed 
cmless  he  consented  to  the  new  appointment.  Theophilus, 
who  had  much  reason  to  fear  enquiry  into  his  character 
and  mode  of  governing  his  church,  thereupon  yielded,  and 
Chrysostom  was  consecrated  in  February,  a.d.  398,  to  the 
second  episcopal  rank  in  the  Church. 

So  striking  was  the  eloquence  of  the  new  prelate,  so 
saintly  his  life,  that  the  choice  was  abundantly  justified. 
Accustomed,  as  we  have  seen,  from  youth,  to  the  mortifi- 
cation of  the  flesh,  he  expended  the  ample  revenues  of  his 
see  upon  works  of  charity,  such  as  the  maintenance  of  the 
poor  and  the  erection  of  hospitals,  while  he  neglected,  or 
refused  to  maintain,  the  lavish  and  ostentatious  hospitality 
which  had  distinguished  his  courtly  predecessor. 

It  will  easily  be  imagined  that  this  course  gained  him 
enemies  amongst  the  more  worldly  of  his  brethren,  while 
it  endeared  him  beyond  measure  to  the  hearts  of  his 
people,  who  forsook  circus  and  amphitheatre,  fascinated 
by  the  brilliant  eloquence  of  his  sermons. 

Foremost  amongst  his  enemies  were  Eudoxia,  the  em- 
press, and  the  ladies  of  the  court,  whose  fashionable  follies 
the  preacher  had  sternly  rebuked.  Eutropius  was  also 
offended  because  the  patriarch  had  withheld  the  pecuniary 
acknowledgment  of  his  services,  to  which  he  fancied  him- 
elf  sentitled,  and,  in  conjunction  with  the  discontented 


368  FROM  THE  DEATH  OF  THEODOSIUS 

clergy,  they  laboured  day  and  night  to  secure  the  ruin  of 
Chrysostom. 

Eutropius  procured  the  enactment  of  a  law,  forbidding 
the  privilege  of  sanctuary  to  those  who  had  fallen  under 
the  imperial  displeasure,  and  authorizing  the  forcible  seizure 
of  such  as  had  abeady  taken  refuge  in  the  churches. 

The  law  was  aimed  at.  certain  private  enemies  of  his 
own,  but  he  was  forced  to  cause  its  violation,  himselt 
in  a  few  months.  He  fell  under  the  displeasure  of  the 
emperor,  and  fled  to  the  church  to  save  his  life.  In  ac- 
cordance with  his  own  law,  they  endeavoured  to  force 
hiTTi  from  the  sanctuary ;  but  Chrysostom  interposed  and 
delivered  him. 

A  crowd  of  people  assembled,  to  whom  the  patriardi 
preached  on  the  instability  of  human  greatness,  pointing 
out  Eutropius,  who  was  lying  beneath  the  altar,  as  a 
striking  example.  However,  Eutropius  was  rash  enon^ 
to  go  beyond  the  precincts  of  the  church,  was  banished  to 
Cyprus,  and  thence,  at  the  instigation  of  his  enemy, 
Gainas  the  Groth,  sent  to  Chalcedon,  tried,  and  beheaded. 

Meanwhile  the  feud,  commenced  at  Jerusalem  by  Epi- 
phanius  of  Salamis,  was  assuming  larger  proportions,  and 
threatening  to  involve  other  and  more  important  interests 
in  the  controversy. 

Kuffinus,  the  friend  of  Jerome,  took  up  the  defence  of 
Origen,  and  maintained  that  the  inculpated  passages  in  his 
works  were  interpolations  of  his  adversaries.  By  these 
means  the  growth  of  Origenism  was  encouraged,  the  more 
startling  propositions,  which  were  yet  involved  in  the 
general  reasoning,  being  kept  out  of  sight.    Jerome  was 
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earnestly  requested  by  his  friends  in  Rome  to  send  a  true 
copy  of  the  works  Ruffinus  had  edited,  in  order  that  they 
might  discover  the  impiety  of  both  editor  and  author. 

He  did  so,  and  Eufl&nus  was  censured,  while  Origen  was 
condemned  by  all  the  West. 

But  the  person  most  eager  to  undertake  the  condemna- 
tion of  Origen  was  Theophilus  of  Alexandria.  He  had 
been  engaged  in  a  bitter  contest  with  certain  heretics  in  his 
own  diocese,  known  as  "  Anthropomorphites,"  who  ascribed 
a  human  shape  and  corporeal  attributes  to  Almighty  God. 
These  Anthropomorphites  reviled  Theophilus  and  his 
coadjutors  as  Origenists,  and,  in  order  to  vindicate  his  own 
orthodoxy,  he  became  the  leader  of  the  attack  upon  the 
doctrines  of  Origen.  The  Egyptian  monks  were  very 
generally  affected  with  Anthropomorphism,  dwelling  espe- 
cially upon  the  words,  "Let  Us  make  man  in  our 
image,"  and  arguing  that  therefore  man  resembled  God  in 
his  bodily  shape  and  form.  One  of  the  most  pious  of 
these  men,  named  Serapion,  being  convinced  of  his  error, 
could  hardly  pray,  so  accustomed  had  he  beeu  to  frame  a 
mental  image  of  God  in  human  form.  "  You  have  taken 
from  me  my  God,"  he  cried,  with  tears,  "  and  I  no  longer 
know  whom  to  worship." 

But  the  greater  number  of  the  monks  took  a  very 
different  line.  They  left  their  monasteries  and  crowded 
into  Alexandria,  denouncing  Theophilus,  and  even  threaten- 
ing his  life,  meekness  and  gentleness  not  being  character- 
istic virtues  of  the  Egyptian  monks.  In  this  extremity 
Theophilus  saved  himself,  or,  at  least,  the  peace  of  the  city, 
by  a  subterfuge.    "  When  I  see  your  faces,"  he  cried,  "  I 

2  B 
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see,  as  it  were,  the  Face  of  God."  "  Anathematize  Origen" 
wa&  the  cry.  "  I  do  anathematize  him.  I  disapprove  of 
his  writings,  and  have  long  resolved  to  condemn  them." 

He  was  true  to  his  latter  statement,  and  anathematized 
Origen  in  the  Paschal  letters,  which,  according  to  custom," 
he  sent  to  all  churches.  Jerome  highly  extolled  his  pious 
zeal. 

But  the  motives  of  Theophilus  were  very  questionable. 
He  was  rather  a  violent  partizan  than  a  zealous  ChnstiaQ, 
and  personal  motives  soon  became  mixed  up  with  his  zeal 
for  orthodoxy. 

The  priest  Isidore,  one  of  the  most  eminent  of  his 
clergy,  had  received  a  thousand  pieces  of  gold  to  dis- 
tribute amongst  the  poor,  upon  condition  that  he  should 
do  it  secretly,  without  the  knowledge  of  Theophilus^ 
who,  they  feared,  would  appropriate  the  money  for  other 
purposes,  such  as  building,  to  which  he  was  passionate^ 
attached.  Isidore  disposed  of  the  money  as  he  was  re- 
quested. It  came  to  the  ears  of  Theophilus,  and  two 
mouths  later  he  accused  the  priest,  then  eighty  yeais  of 
age,  of  an  abominable  crime,  said  to  have  been  committed 
eighteen  years  before,  and  suborned  a  false  witness  to 
prove  it. 

Isidore  fled  to  Mtria,  and  the  false  witness,  confessing 
his  guUt,  took  sanctuary.  Theophilus  wrote  to  all  his 
suffragans,  bidding  them  drive  the  monks  who  presided 
over  the  rest  from  Mtria.  These  came  to  Alexandria  to 
know  why  they  were  condemned,  and  amongst  them  Am- 
monius,  one  of  four  eminent  monks  of  Nitria,  known  as 
the  "  four  tall  brothers."    Theophilus  lost  aU  command  of 
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himself.  He  took  off  his  pallium,  and,  throwing  it  aroiind 
the  neck  of  Ammonilis  as  though  he  would  strangle  him, 
struck  hiTn  on  the  nose  till  the  blood  gushed  forth,  while 
he  cried,  **  Heretic,  anathematize  Origen."  Whereupon  the 
monks  returned  to  their  dwellings,  and  continued  to  rule 
as  usual,  confident  in  the  purity  of  their  intentions. 

Theophilus  hastUy  convened  a  council,  and  excom- 
mimicated  the  tall  brothers,  imder  pretence  that  they 
maintained  false  doctrines,  after  which  he  procured 
soldiers,  and  attacked  the  monastery  in  the  night.  His 
destined  victims,  the  "  tall  brethren,"  escaped  him,  hidden 
in  a  well,  which  was  concealed  by  a  covering;  but,  fail- 
ing to  find  them,  he  burnt  the  monastery,  with  the  sacred 
books  and  the  reserved  Sacrament.  A  young  boy  perished 
in  the  flames,  and  the  brethren  were  dispersed  in  all 
directions,  the  hard-hearted  patriarch  forbidding  any  one 
to  give  them  shelter. 

About  this  time  the  Arians,  who  were  still  very  numer- 
ous in  Constantinople,  but  who  were  forced  to  worship 
without  the  walls,  adopted  the  practice  of  singing  hymns, 
containing  their  heretical  doctrines,  in  the  streets  of  the 
city  by  night.  To  counteract  the  effect  of  such  songs,  S. 
Chrysostom  appointed  some  Catholics  to  sing  also  during 
the  night.  They  performed  their  nocturnal  psalmody 
with  more  display  than  the  Arians  had  used,  carrying 
silver  crosses  and  waxen  torches.  The  Arians,  who  were 
still  as  insolent  as  of  old  times,  could  not  endure  this,  and 
fell  upon  the  Catholic  singers  with  such  fury  that  a 
general  riot  began,  and  some  private  persons  who  had 
taken  part  in  the  affray  were  slain  on  either  side. 
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This  occasioned  the  enactment  of  a  law  forbidding  Aiian 
psahnody  in  public,  and,  as  the  law  was  generally  ascribed 
to  S.  Chrysostom,  it  rendered  his  enemies  more  numenms 
than  before.  Such  was  the  state  of  affairs  when,  as  we 
shall  shortly  see,  he  was  drawn  into  the  Origenistic  con- 
troversy. 

Driven  out  of  Egypt  by  Theophilus,  and  hunted  from 
place  to  place,  the  tall  brothers,  with  their  companions^ 
reached  Constantinople ;  fifty  aged  men,  venerable  in  ap- 
pearance by  their  gray  hair  and  the  traces  austere  devotion 
had  left  on  their  faces.  They  moved  Chrysostom  even  to 
tears  by  their  story,  and  he  admitted  them  to  be  presenl 
at  the  services,  but  forbade  them  to  communicate  till  their 
innocence  was  formally  proved. 

The  tall  brothers  appealed  to  the  court,  and  Theophilus 
was  summoned  to  Antioch.  Openly  saying,  "  I  go  to  cooit 
to  depose  John,"  he  started  for  Constantinople,  previondy 
appealing  to  Epiphanius  for  support.  Whereupon  the  latter 
called  upon  Chrysostom  to  anathematize  Origen,  whidi 
the  Bishop  of  Constantinople  did  not  feel  bound  to  da 
Epiphanius  started  for  Constantinople,  where,  in  defiance 
of  ecclesiastical  law,  he  ordained  clergy  as  he  had  dome 
before  during  the  quarrel  he  had  initiated  at  Jerusalem; 
but,  without  achieving  any  result,  returned  to  Cyprus  to 
die,  at  the  age  of  nearly  a  hundred  years. 

At  length  TheophUus  arrived,  bringing  with  hiTn  a  shqh 
load  of  bribes  and  presents,  a  train  of  Egyptian  manneo 
to  overawe  the  populace,  and  thirty-five  Egyptian  bishops 
wherewith  to  constitute  an  irregular  synod. 

The  synod  was  held  at  a  suburb  of  the  city  called  "Tb 
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Oak."  All  those  whose  enmity  Chrysostom  had  excited  by 
the  plainness  of  his  reproofs  were  there,  and  they  were 
sapported  to  the  fullest  extent  by  the  influence  of  Eudoxia 
and  the  ladies  of  the  court. 

But,  of  course,  they  provided  themselves  with  charges 
more  fit  to  be  publicly  adduced.  Twenty- nine  accusations, 
partly  founded  upon  passages  in  his  sermons,  were  alleged 
against  him;  e.^.  his  emphatic  invitations  to  sinners  to 
trust  in  the  Divine  mercy  were  construed  as  incentives  to 
continue  in  sin.  One  charge,  which  he  denied  with  great 
vehemence,  was,  that  he  had  administered  the  Holy  Com- 
munion to  people  who  were  not  fasting. 

As  he  refused  to  appear  in  person,  he  was  condemned  by 
this  seK- constituted  council  in  his  absence.  Arcadius  was 
called  upon  to  enforce  the  sentence,  and  at  the  instiga- 
tion of  Eudoxia  readily  consented.  S.  Chrysostom  was 
digged  forcibly  from  hL  catJiedral,  and  hu^  away  into 
Bithynia. 

The  people  were  at  first  mute  with  astonishment.  The 
same  night  an  earthquake  shook  the  city,  which  they 
attributed  to  the  Divine  anger,  and  rose  tumultuously  in 
open  revolt  against  the  government.  Theophilus  escaped, 
but  his  unfortunate  followers,  monks  and  mariners  alike, 
were  slaughtered  without  pity  in  the  streets  of  the  city. 
Eudoxia  rose  in  alarm,  and  throwing  herseK  at  the  feet  of 
her  husband,  confessed  that  the  only  hope  of  safety  lay  in 
the  recall  of  Chrysostom.  He  returned  amidst  a  striking 
demonstration.  The  city  was  illuminated,  the  Bosphorus 
crowded  with  vessels,  and,  amidst  the  thunder  of  psalms 
and  canticles^  he  was  attended  from  the   port  to  the 
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cathedral  by  the  exulting  populace,  who  forced  him  to 
ascend  the  episcopal  throne,  witiiiout  waiting  for  the 
revocation  of  the  sentence,  which  was,  howeTer,  speedily 
pronounced  by  a  synod  of  sixty  bishops. 

But  the  designs  of  the  enemy  were  only  suspended.  In 
September,  a  statue  was  erected  to  Eudoxia  near  tlie 
cathedral,  to  which  honours  somewhat  resembling  those 
formerly  given  to  the  statues  of  the  heathen  emperan 
were  paid,  while  the  tumxdt  interrupted  the  services. 

S.  Chrysostom  is  said  to  have  begun  a  sermon  upon  the 
subject  with  these  words :  ''Again  Herodias  dances ;  agun 
she  demands  the  head  of  John."  Another  council  of 
hostile  bishops  confirmed  the  former  sentence,  and  a 
detachment  of  barbarian  troops  was  introduced  into  the 
city  to  execute  it. 

It  was  Easter  Eve  (a  J).  404),  and  the  solemn  Baptism  of 
catechumens  was  about  .to  take  place,  when  four  hundied 
barbarians  broke  into  the  place,  dispersed  the  candidatoe^ 
mingled  the  blood  of  the  clergy  with  the  baptismal  water, 
cast  those  who  supported  the  bishop  into  prison,  and 
tortured  others  even  within  the  churches. 

The  strife  continued  tUl  Whitsuntide,  when,  the  oppo- 
sition being  subdued,  Arcadius  commanded  the  final  ex- 
pulsion of  the  archbishop. 

Chrysostom,  for  the  sake  of  his  flock,  consented  to 
depart  privately,  and  while  the  people  waited  for  him  at 
the  western  door,  eager  to  defend  him,  he  escaped  by  the 
eastern,  repeating  to  himself  the  words  .  of  holy  Job, 
"Naked  came  I  out  of  my  mother's  womb,  and  naked 
I  return  thither."    The  fatal  day  was  marked  by  the 
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conflagration  of  the  cathedral,  the  senate-house,  and  the . 
neighbouring  buildings. 

The  place  of  his  exile  was  Cucusus,  in  the  Lesser 
Armenia,  where,  after  a  painful  journey — for  he  sufifered 
grievously  from  sickness — he  arrived  about  the  middle  of 
September.  The  bishop  offered  to  resign  the  see  in  his 
favour,  and  every  one  treated  him  with  sympathy.  In  the 
end  of  the  year  the  inroads  of  Isaurian  barbarians  filled 
the  country  with  terror,  and  forced  him  to  take  refuge  in 
the  castle  of  Arabissus.  It  was  a  most  trying  winter. 
The  snow  impeded  all  communication;  for  they  were 
amongst  the  ridges  of  Mount  Taurus,  and  in  his  severe 
illness  he  could  not  obtain  the  alleviation  of  medicine. 

When  communication  was  restored,  he  maintained  a 
correspondence  with  the  most  distant  provinces,  and  his 
stirring  epistles  animated  the  Faithful  to  destroy  Pagan 
worship  in  Phoenicia,  heresy  in  Cyprus,  and  to  support 
the  missions  in  distant  Scythia  or  Persia. 

He  fearlessly  appealed  from  the  local  synod  which  had 
condemned  him,  to  the  decision  of  a  general  council. 

Three  years  he  thus  laboured ;  but  the  jealousy  of  those 
who  abused  power  in  the  name  of  Arcadius  was  aroused, 
and  his  guards  were  bidden  to  remove  him  yet  further,  to 
the  inhospitable  desert  of  Pityus,  and  were  also  bidden  to 
aUow  him  no  rest  by  the  way.  So  they  hurried  him  on 
through  scorching  heat  or  drenching  rain,  until  they  came 
to  a  place  called  Comana,  and  took  shelter  for  the  night  in 
the  church  of  the  martyr  S.  Basiliscus,  who  had  sufifered 
under  Maximin.  Here,  as  they  lodged  in  the  buildings 
attached  to  the  church,  it  is  said  that  the  martyr  appeared 
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to  S.  Chiysostom  and  said,  "Be  of  good  cheer,  brother* 
John,  to-morrow  thou  shalt  be  with  me.'*  Feeling  sure 
that  his  end  was  near,  he  begged  them,  in  the  morning,  to 
let  him  remain  in  the  church,  for  he  was  too  ill  to  proceei 
But  Ms  cruel  guards  hurried  him  on.  saying  such  were 
their  orders.  They  had  only  gone  three  miles  when  they 
saw  he  was  dying,  and  returned  to  the  church.  He  asked 
for  white  garments,  which  they  gave  him. 

Still  fasting,  he  received  the  last  sacraments,  and  oflfering 
himself  to  God's  Will,  gently  breathed  his  last,  with  the 
dying  exclamation,  "  Glory  be  to  God  for  all  things."  It 
was  the  sixtieth  year  of  his  age  and  the  tenth  of  his  Epis- 
copate, the  14th  of  September,  A.D.  407. 

The  Western  empire  had  meanwhile  enjoyed  compara- 
tive peace.  It  was  the  calm  before  the  atorm.  In  the  end 
of  the  year  402,  Alaric  crossed  the  Alps,  and  appeared 
suddenly  before  Milan.  Honorius  fled  to  the  inaccessible 
fortress  of  Eavenna,  on  the  Adriatic,  while  Stilicho  smn- 
moned  all  the  forces  he  could  command  from  all  parts  of 
the  empire,  even  the  legion  which  defended  the  wall  of 
Hadrian  from  the  Caledonians. 

Obedient  to  his  orders,  they  issued  through  every  Alpine 
pass,  and  surrounded  the  invader  in  the  plains  of  Pollentia, 
near  Turin.  A  bloody  battle  ensued,  which  ended  in  tie 
complete  defeat  of  Alaric,  whose  infantry  were  anni- 
hilated, although  he  managed  to  escape  with  the  greater 
part  of  his  cavalry.  Even  then,  in  his  desperation, 
he  attempted  to  reach  Some  through  the  passes  of  the 
Apennines,  and  so  terrible  was  he  even  in  the  hour  of 
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defeat,  that  the  affrighted  Romans  bought  him  off  with 
the  promise  of  a  pension  and  an  undisturbed  retreat  into 
his  own  dominions. 

It  was  in  the  rejoicing  consequent  upon  this  deKverance 
which  had  well  earned  for  Stilicho.  the  gratitude  of  his 
pountrymen,  that  the  last  gladiatorial  combats  took  place. 

While  they  were  proceeding,  one  Telemachus,  a  monk, 
who  had  journeyed  to  Rome  for  that  purpose,  leaped  into 
the  arena  and  separated  the  combatants. 
,  The  people,  in  their  lust  for  blood,  overwhelmed  him 
with  stones  and  other  missiles  until  he  expired ;  but  he 
had  won  the  victory.  A  reaction  set  in  the  next  day ;  the 
Church  decreed  him  the  honours  of  martyrdom,  and,  with- 
out a  dissentient  murmur,  the  human  sacrifices  of  the 
amphitheatre  were  for  ever  abolished  by  the  law. 

Scarcely  had  Alaric  departed,  when  another  barbarian, 
Radagaisus,.  left  the  plains  of  the  Vistula  to  destroy  all 
that  Alaric  had  spared. 

After  depopulating  nearly  all  the  towns  of  Northern 
Italy,  he  reached  Florence,  and  while  he  was  besieging 
that  city  was  attacked  by  Stilicho  at  the  head  of  the  last 
aimy  Italy  possessed. 

Fortune  smiled  once  more  upon  the  Roman  arms,  and 
the  fierce  Radagaisus,  who  had  bound  himseK  by  a  vow  to 
reduce  Rome  to  ashes,  and  to  sacrifice  her  people  to  the 
deities  they  had  forsaken,  was  forced  to  surrender,  and 
was  immediately  beheaded. 

The  renmant  of  his  army  escaped  through  the  Alpine 
passes,  spreading  desolation  wherever  they  went.  At 
length  they  crossed  the  Rhine,  and  reached  Gaul  on  the 
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last  day  of  the  year  406.  They  exacted  a  featfal  yen* 
geance  for  their  defeat  in  Italy,  ravaging  the  fields,  biliiiing 
the  cities,  and  slaying  the  priests  at  the  very  altars.  The 
Archbishop  of  Bheims  was  martyred  at  the  door  of  his 
cathedral.  At  Auxerre  a  new  bishop  was  just  consecrated. 
The  day  of  his  consecration  was  the  day  of  his  martTrdcmi, 
which  he  shared  with  many  of  his  flock.  The  veiy  air 
was  poUuted  by  unburied  corpses. 

At  this  unhappy  moment  a  dark  conspiracy  was  formed 
against  Stilicho,  the  only  man  whose  genius  could  preserve 
the  empire,  great  although  his  faults  had  been. 

A  designing  courtier,  named  Olympius,  persuaded  Hono- 
rius  that  Stilicho  meditated  his  death  as  a  step  towards 
the  possession  of  supreme  power,  and  the  emperor  repaired 
to  the  camp  at  Pavia,  where,  surrounded  by  troops  whose 
animosity  to  the  unfortunate  minister  was  deep,  he 
sanctioned  the  massacre  of  the  personal  friends  of  his 
victim,  thereby  depriving  the  army  of  its  most  able 
leaders. 

Stilicho  might  have  saved  himself  had  he  taken  up  arms 
in  seK-defence ;  instead  of  which  he  came  to  Ravenna^  and 
took  refuge  in  the  church,  from  which  he  was  enticed  by 
a  promise  of  pardon,  only  to  be  beheaded  before  its  gates. 
He  met  his  death  with  a  firmness  not  unworthy  the  last 
of  the  Eomans,  a.d.  408. 

His  death  was  speedily  avenged.  Alaric,  hearing  that 
the  execution  of  Stilicho  had  been  followed  by  the  mas- 
sacre of  the  Gothic  hostages  throughout  Italy,  after  a  brief 
hesitation  crossed  the  Alps  and  the  Po,  and  directed  his 
rapid  march  towards  Home. 
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He  encompassed  its  walls,  cut  off  all  its  communications^ 
and,  after  a  most  tedious  siege,  during  which  the  unhappy 
inhabitants  experienced  the  utmost  horrors  of  famine,  the 
senate,  in  the  absence  of  the  emperor,  who  was  safe  at 
Bavenna,  sent  to  n^tiate  with  their  conqueror,  whom 
they  warned  not  to  drive  an  innumerable  multitude  to 
djlosperation. 

"  The  thicker  the  grass,  the  easier  it  is  mown,"  replied 
Alaric,  and  demanded  all  the  treasures  of  Bome.  ''  What 
will  you  leave  us  ?"  replied  the  astonished  ambassadors. 
"  Your  lives,"  was  the  stem  reply. 

Still,  he  somewhat  abated  the  rigour  of  these  terms,  and 
with  satisfied  rapacity  retired  into  Tuscany  to  winter. 

The  next  year  he  again  assumed  the  offensive,  and  a 
second  siege  took  place  in  a.d.  409,  which  ended  in  the 
temporary  sovereignty  of  one  Attains,  whom  he  set  up  as 
the  rival  of  Honorius,  a  puppet  he  soon  displaced.  But 
the  third  and  memorable  siege  took  place  the  following 
year.  On  the  23rd  August,  a.d.  410,  he  appeared  before 
the  gates.  The  senators  prepared  to  make  a  desperate 
defence,  but  at  the  hour  of  midnight  the  gates  were  opened 
by  the  treachery  of  the  slave  population,  eager  to  avenge 
the  accumulated  wrongs  of  ages,  and  the  wretched  in- 
habitants were  aroused  by  the  sound  of  the  Gothic 
trumpets  in  their  very  streets. 

Thus  was  Bome  delivered  to  the  savage  fury  of  the 
barbarians,  after  nearly  twelve  centuries  of  mUitary  glory. 
Alaric,  who  was  nominally  a  Christian,  had  bidden  his 
troops  to  spare  the  unresisting,  and  to  respect  the  sanctity 
of  the  churches.    But  it  will  easily  be  imagiued  that  he 
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could  ill  control  the  passions  of  his  soldiers  in  that  hour 
of  license,  or  restrain  the  private  revenge  of  forty  tiiousand 
slaves. 

A  cruel  slaughter  ensued,  and  for  six  days  the  city  was 
delivered  to  fire  and  sword,  while  the  Groths  carried  away 
all  they  could  remove,  and  revelled  at  will  in  unaccustomed 
luxury.  The  woes  Eome  had  inflicted  upon  a  thousand 
cities  were  avenged  at  last. 

Still,  amidst  the  horrors  of  the  siege,  several  of  the 
Gothic  Christians  displayed  the  fervour  of  recent  con- 
version, and  the  following  incident  is  attested  by  S.  Augus- 
tine, who  vainly  challenged  his  Pagan  adversaries  to 
produce  a  similar  instance  in  which  the  Pagan  deities  had 
protected  themselves  or  their  votaries. 

WhUe  the  barbarians  roamed  the  city  in  quest  of  prey, 
they  forced  open  the  dwelling  of  an  aged  virgin,  whose  life 
was  devoted  to  the  service  of  the  altar.  Demanding  all 
the  gold  and  silver  she  possessed,  they  were  led  by  her 
into  a  chamber  containing  an  array  of  the  richest  vessels, 
formed  of  the  precious  metals  in  question. 

"These,"  said  she,  "are  the  consecrated  vessels  appei^ 
taining  to  S.  Peter.  K  you  dare  to  touch  them,  the  goQt 
be  on  your  own  head.  I  have  no  power  to  keep  or  to 
defend  them." 

The  Gothic  leader,  struck  with  awe,  sent  to  Alaric  for 
instructions  how  to  act,  and  received  orders  to  escort  the 
sacred  treasure,  without  damage  or  delay,  to  the  church  of 
S.  Peter.  From  the  extremity  of  the  Quirinal  hill  to  the 
distant  quarter  of  the  Vatican,  a  numerous  array  of  Goths 
protected  with  their  drawn  swords  the  procession  which 
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-bore  the  sacred  vessels  to  the  shrine,  and  the  chant 
of  psahnody  mingled  with  their  warlike  shouts.  From  all 
the  adJ€U)ent  houses  a  crowd  of  Christians  hastened  to  join 
the  procession,  and  a  multitude  of  fortunate  fugitives  was 
thus  enabled  to  escape  imminent  destruction,  and  to  take 
refuge  in  the  sanctuary  of  the  Vatican. 

But  the  churches  and  sanctuaries  could  only  contain  a 
limited  portion  bf  a  population  estimjated  at  upwards 
of  a  million  in  the  days  of  Honorius,  and  many  of  the 
hapless  inhabitants  experienced  those  horrors  which  inva- 
riably attend  the  capture  of  a  city  by  storm.  Besides  the 
Christian  Goths,  there  were  large  numbers  of  barbarian 
Huns  in  the  ranks  of  Alaric,  and  no  scruples  would  restrain 
them  from  their  usual  cruelties.  Many  of  the  finest  build- 
ings were  destroyed,  and  the  ruins  of  the  palace  of  Sallust 
remained  even  in  the  days  of  Justinian  a  monument  of  the 
Gothic  conflagration. 

Many  fugitives  found  shelter  in  the  recesses  of  mountain 
or  forest  from  the  sword  of  the  Goths;  but  a  large  number 
of  the  rich  and  prosperous  contrived  to  escape  to  the 
hospitable  province  of  Africa,  then  the  most  secure 
place  of  refuge,  although  soon  itself  to  experience  similar 
calamities. 

On  the  sixth  day  the  Goths  evacuated  Eome ;  but  their 
retreat  was  not  the  effect  of  fear.  Having  taken  all  that 
they  thought  worth  carrying  away,  they  took  their  course 
southward,  and  lingered,  like  Hannibal,  at  Capua,  the 
masters  of  the  fairest  regions  of  Europe,  until  their  great 
leader,  Alaric,  died.  They  buried  him  in  the  bed  of  a 
small  river,  the  Basentius,  adorning  his  repose  with  many 
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trophies  of  their  conquest,  destroying  the  eaptive  mnlti- 
tnide  by  whose  labour  they  had  arrested  the  coduse  (rf  ibe 
stream,  so  that  the  spot  of  his  sepulture  might  ever  be 
unknown. 

The  awful  catastrophe  of  the  fall  of  Some  fiUed  the 
astonished  empire  with  grief  and  terror,  conspicuous  even 
amidst  the  many  fearful  catastrophes  of  that  age.  It 
seemed  to  many  Christians  that  the  end  of  the  world  was 
approaching,  and  that  they  were  but  realizing  the  fulfil- 
ment of  the  words  of  our  Lord  recorded  by  the  earlier 
Evangelists,  in  the  wars  and  rumours  of  wars,  the  triba- 
lation  and  anguish  around  them.  No  place,  no  countiy, 
promised  a  secure  refuge.  The  Picts,  Scots,  and  Saxons 
ravaged  Britain;  the  Franks,  Alans,  and  Suevi,  Gaul;  the 
Goths,  Spain ;  the  Vandals  threatened  Africa,  while  the 
main  body  of  the  Goths,  menaced  ilE^t  and  West  alike,  and 
behind  all  these  the  dark  cloud  of  the  Huns  was  gather- 
ing, threatening  to  trample  under  foot  victor  Goth  and 
vanquished  Soman  alike.  It  seemed  as  though  the  whole 
fabric  of  civilized  society  was  breaking  up,  whether  to  he 
succeeded  by  a  fairer  civilization  men  knew  not ;  it  rather 
seemed  that  society  was  returning  to  barbarisno. 

The  Pagans  did  not  fail  to  make  use  of  the  calamities 
of  the  times  as  a  striking  argument  in  favour  of  their 
claims.  They  endeavoured  to  prove,  and  not  without  some 
show  of  justice,  that  in  proportion  as  the  Bomans  had 
forsaken  the  faith  and  worship  of  their  ancestors  they  had 
been  unfortunate  in  all  their  civil  and  military  unde^ 
takings,  until  the  national  apostacy,  as  they  might  .well 
term  the  great  change  imder  Theodosius,  was  avenged  by 
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the  utter  collapse  of  the  empife,  and  by  the  presence  of 
the  barbarians  within  the  sacred  walls  of  the  city,  once 
the  undisputed  mistress  of  the  earth. 

This  argument  was  considered  by  S.  Augustine  te  be 
worthy  of  elaborate  refutetion ;  and  such  refutation  is  the 
object  of  his  great,  perhaps  his  greatest,  work,  "De  Oivitate 
Dei,"  in  which  the  whole  subject  is  discussed  with  exceed- 
ing eloquence  and  wisdom. 

But  may  we  not,  looking  back  from  these  remote  days, 
consider  that  the  work  of  imperial  Bpme  was  done,  her 
mission  accomplished  ?  She  had  received  the  civilization 
and  learning  of  Greece,  and  transmitted  it  throughout  her 
vast  dominions.  She  had  imited  the  nations  in  political 
union,  which  had  prepared  the  way  for  the  difiPosion  of 
the  Grospel,  by  obliterating  the  distinction  between  the 
different  races  of  the  earth,  uniting  them  imder  similar 
civil  and  military  institutions,  and  giving  them  a  common 
language,  at  least  so  far  as  the  educated  were  concerned. 
Thus  under  her  shadow  the  Faith  of  Christ  had  arisen  in 
the  world;  had  spread  its  power  as  that  of  the  state 
lessened;  enlarged  its  borders  as  the  empire  contracted 
hers ;  and  was  now  prepared  to  succeed  that  empire,  which 
had  but  furnished  an  outward  centre  of  unity,  by  supplying 
a  far  stronger  bond  of  union  in  that  principle  of  imiversal 
brotherhood  which  is  of  the  essence  of  Christianity,  al- 
though so  often  forgotten  by  its  professors. 

Again,  it  is  but  too  painfully  evident,  that  without  some 
violent  change  the  grievous  abuses  which  mankind  inhe- 
rited from  Pagan  legislation,  and  which  had  become  part 
and  parcel  of  Eoman  law,  could  not  be  wholly  swept  away. 
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The  criminal  juribsprudence  which  pressed  so  hardly  upon 
the  slave  or  the  poor  was  ahnost  unaltered,  and  however 
much  the  administration  of  a  Theodosius  might  soften  the 
rigour  of  a  system  which  recognized  examination  under 
torture  as  necessary  to  the  validity  of  the  evidence  of  a 
slave,  yet  it  is  evident  that  imder  monarchs  like  Valenti- 
nian  or  Valens  the  condition  of  the  subject  was  nearly  as 
bad  as  under  a  Severus  or  Diocletian,  not  to  say  a  Nero  or 
a  Domitian. 

For  no  beneficial  purpose  therefore  could  her  dominion 
be  prolonged.  Her  work  was  accomplished,  and  a  thorough 
re-organization  of  society  was  needed.  The  new  wine  of 
the  Gospel  had  to  be  poured  into  new  bottles. 

It  is  instructive  to  note  the  calm  confidence  with 
which  Augustine,  now  sole  Bishop  of  Hippo,  is  enabled  to 
commit  himseK  and  his  beloved  flock  to  the  mercy  and 
protection  of  God,  and  to  compare  such  confidence  with 
the  despairing  utterances  of  a  Cicero,  when  the  old  lepuUic 
was  breaking  up  before  the  advancing  despotism  five 
centuries  earlier.  To  the  Pagan  p§,triot  all  seemed  lost; 
total  darkness  closed  the  view.  To  the  Christian  the 
whole  future  seemed  bright  with  heavenly  light,  sure  that, 
dark  although  the  clouds  might  be,  yet  there  was  eternal 
sunshine  beyond,  and  that  the  trials  of  earth  were  but  the 
appelated  path  to  a  land  of  perfect  peace  and  endless  joy. 


CHAPTER  XX. 

FROM  THE   ACCESSION   OF  ARCADIUS  TO   THE 

DEATH   OF  S.   AUGUSTINE. 

A.D.  408-430. 

/^NE  year  after  the  death  of  S.  Chrysostom,  Arcadius, 
^^  the  son  of  the  great  Theodosius,  under  whose  govern- 
ment the  saintly  bishop  had  suffered  such  undeserved 
affliction,  passed  to  his  last  account,  leaving  behind  him 
an  only  son,  Theodosius,  yet  an  infant  of  eight  years,  as 
his  successor  in  the  imperial  dignity,  and  three  daughters, 
"fc   Pulcheria,  Arcadia,  and  Marina. 

Pulcheria,  although  only  fifteen  years  of  age,  was  gifted 
with  great  wisdom  and  earnest  piety.  She  took  charge  of 
the  education  of  her  brother,  and  carefully  sheltered  him 
from  evil  influences. 

Yet  it  must  be  owned,  as  Fleury  observes,  that  the  type 
his  piety  assumed  was  rather  superstitious  than  manly. 
An  insolent  monk,  for  instance,  once  excommunicated  him 
because  he  refused  to  grant  an  unreasonable  petition,  and 
Bf  the  emperor  would  neither  eat  nor  drink  till  the  monk 
was  induced  to  withdraw  his  anathema,  although  the 
bishop  assured  him  such  an  excommunication  might  be 
safely  disregarded. 

From  motives  of  religion,  Pulcheria  determined  to  em- 

2  C 
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brace  a  life  of  celibacy,  and  succeeded  in  persuading  her 
sisters  to  follow  her  example. 

In  the  presence  of  the  clergy  and  laity  of  Constan- 
tinople, the  three  daughters  of  Arcadius  dedicated  their 
virginity  to  God,  and  their  vow  was  duly  recorded  on  a 
tablet  of  gold,  which  they  publicly  offered  in  the  great 
church  of  "The  Apostles."  From' this  period  the  imperial 
palace  assumed  the  aspect  of  -  a  convent.  Their  simple 
diet  was  interrupted  by  frequent  fasts,  and,  renouncing  all 
the  enjoyments  of  their  station,  their  leisure  hours  were 
given  to  devotion. 

At  the  age  of  sixteen,  Pulcheria  received  the  title  of 
Augusta,  and  continued  to  be  the  real  ruler  of  the  Eastern 
Empire  for  the  space  of  forty  years,  both  during  the 
long  minority  of  her  brother  by  virtue  of  her  inflnenoe 
over  him,  and  after  his  death,  in  the  name  of  her  husband, 
Marcian/ 

She  never  swerved  from  the  path  of  holiness  she  had 
chosen;  yet,  says  Gibbon,  "her  devotion  never  diverted 
her  indefatigable  attention  from  temporal  affairs,  and  she 
alone,  among  all  the  descendants  of  the  great  Theodosins, 
appears  to  have  inherited  any  share  of  his  manly  spirit 
and  abilities."  Her  deliberations  were  maturely  weired; 
her  actions  prompt  and  decisive ;  and  while  the  unfortu- 
nate inhabitants  of  the  West  were  suffering  the  extreme 
evils  of  foreign  and  civil  war,  those  of  the  East  enjoyed  i 
long  tranquillity,  so  that  Theodosius  was  never  reduced  to 
the  necessity  of  encountering  or  punishing  a  rebellious 
subject,  and  the  blessing  of  Providence  appeared  to  rest 
on  his  dominions. 
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.    Synesius,  the  philosopher-bishop,  merits  some  passing 
mention  here.    He  was  a  native  of  Cyrene,  of  Greek  de- 
scent, fond  of  field  sports,  heterodox  in  his  views,  and  not 
even  a  catechumen  when  the  people  of  Ptolemais  selected 
him  for  their  bishop.     He  was  ordained  by  Theophilus  of 
Alexandria,  notwithstanding  his  great  reluctance  and  a 
protest,  in  which  he  declared  that  he  would  not  follow  the 
example  of  other  bishops  in  separating  himself  from  his 
wife,  and  that  he  could  not  fully  receive  the  doctrines  of 
the  judgment-day  or  the  resurrection.    But  his  charity 
and  natural  goodness  so  endeared  him  to  the  people,  that 
these  fundamental  errors  were  overlooked,  and  in  days  of 
the  deepest  distress  he  merited  the  love  of  his  flock  by  his 
absolute  self-devotion,  while  his  objections  to  the  orthodox 
Faith  seemed  completely  overcome.   His  noble  and  daring 
excommunication  of  Andronicus,  who  had  usurped  the 
government  of  Pentapolis,  must  not  be  forgotten.    This 
inhuman  wretch  employed  all  his  leisure  hours  in  devising 
instruments  of  torture,  which  he  applied  so  freely  that  the 
so-called  courts  of  justice  only  echoed  with  the  groans  of 
the  sufferers.    The  people,  in  their  distress,  had  recourse 
to   Synesius;   but  Andronicus  mocked  at  their  appeal, 
and  caused  his  inhuman  orders  to  be  posted  up  at  the 
very  church  doors,  saying,  "It  is  in  vain  you  hope  in 
the  Church;  none  shall  deliver  you  out  of  the  hands  of 
Andronicus,"  adding  terrible  blasphemies. 

Thereupon  Synesius  passed  a  sentence  of  excommunica- 
tion upon  the  governor  and  all  his  followers,  forbidding 
the  Faithful  to  eat  or  drink  with  them,  and  the  clergy  to 
give  them  aid  even  in  the  hour  of  death.     Andronicus 
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was  terrified  at  this,  and  promised  repentance.  He  was 
absolved,  but  returned  again  to  his  evil  ways  until  the 
heavy  Hand  of  God  feU  upon  him,  and  he  was  deprived  of 
his  office,  and  sentenced  to  death  for  his  crimes — a  sentence 
which  was  not  carried  out,  owing  to  the  intercession  of 
Synesius,  who  begged  that  he  might  be  spared  to  repent  rf 
his  sins.  The  unhappy  criminal  was  permitted  to  paa 
the  remainder  of  his  life  in  obscurity  and,  let  us  hope, 
in  penitence. 

Theophilus,  the  proud  and  turbulent  patriarch  of  Alex- 
andria, died  in  October,  A.D.  412,  having  ruled  the  see  fa 
twenty-seven  years.  In  his  dying  moments  he  exclaimed, 
"Happy  art  thou,  0  Abbot  Arsenius,  in  that  thou  hast 
ever  had  this  hour  before  thine  eyes." 

He  was  succeeded  by  his  nephew,  the  weU  known  S. 
Cyril  of  Alexandria,  a  man  whose  character  has  been  very 
differently  painted  by  friends  and  by  foes.  In  the  home 
of  his  uncle  he  had  acquired  a  burning  zeal  for  orthodoiy, 
with,  perhaps,  too  great  a  yearning  for  spiritual  dominion. 

Five  years  of  his  early  life  were  passed  in  ceaseless 
study  amongst  the  monks  of  Nitria,  under  the  tuition  of 
the  Abbot  Serapion,  and  the  results  of  his  studies  stiD 
survive  in  the  seven  huge  folios  which  contain  his  works. 

Eecalled  by  Theophilus  to  the  world,  he  rapidly  acquired 
the  fame  of  a  popular  preacher.  Comely  in  person,  with 
a  voice  of  rich  harmony,  and  fertile  in  illustration,  he  rose 
rapidly  into  power,  such  power  as  eloquence  ever  conferred 
amongst  people  of  Greek  extraction. 

When  his  uncle  died  he  became,  willingly  or  unwillingly, 
a  candidate  for  the  vacant  dignity.      The  deigy  were 
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divided,  the  military  hostile,  but  a  resistless  multitude  of 
the  general  laity,  with  unanimous  voice  and  hands,  over- 
whelmed opposition,  and  seated  him  on  the  throne  which 
the  great  Athanasius  had  filled  forty  years  before. 

The  power  of  the  patriarch  of  Alexandria  was  immense ; 
the  public  and  private  charities  were  directed  by  him,  his 
commands  were  blindly  obeyed  and  enforced  by  the  ranks 

* 

of  the  paraholani,  accustomed  to  danger  by  their  daily 
intercourse  with  the  dying,  or  ofl&ces  for  the  dead,  and  even 
the  prefects  of  Egypt  were  overshadowed  by  the  dignity 
of  the  prelates  of  the  capitaL 

First  Cyril  prohibited  the  worship  of  the  Jfovatians, 
and,  gratified  by  success,  turned  his  attention  to  the  Jews, 
who,  forty  thousand  in  number,  possessed  the  chief  wealth 
of  the  city.  They  had  procured  the  unjust  disgrace  and 
death  of  one  Hierax,  a  well-known  adherent  of  the  arch- 
bishop,  and  when  Cjrril  complained  and  threatened  them 
with  punishment^  had  retorted  by  raising  the  cry  at  mid- 
night that  one  of  the  largest  churches  was  on  fire,  in  order 
that  they  might  massacre  the  Christians,  as  they  rushed 
from  their  beds  to  extinguish  the  supposed  conflagration, 
in  which  enterprise  the  Jews  were  but  too  successful. 

No  justice,  Cyril  felt,  could  be  expected  from  Orestes, 
the  prefect;  and,  mustering  the  parabolani  and  their 
followers,  he  attacked  the  Jews'  quarter,  levelled  their 
synagogues  with  the  ground,  and  expelled  the  inhabitants 
from  the  city,  appropriating  their  property,  after  a  bloodless 
victory,  as  lawful  spoiL 

In  those  days  when  "  there  was  no  king  in  Israel "  this 
high-handed  assertion  of  justice,  if  it  may  be  so  termed, 
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met  with  no  retaliation  from  the  goyemment.  Oiestee, 
however,  complained,  and  his  chariot  was  assaulted  in  the 
streets  by  five  hundred  Nitrian  monks,  one  of  whom 
inflicted  a  ghastly  wound  on  his  face  with  a  stona  The 
monk  was  seized,  and  expired  under  tortures.  Cyiil 
obtained  the  body,  carried  it  in  solemn  procession  to  the 
cathedral,  named  the  victim  "Thaumasius  the  Wonderfnl,'* 
and  caused  him  to  be  venerated  as  a  martyr ;  a  proceedii]^ 
of  which  he  afterwards  repented. 

There  was  then  living  at  Alexandria  a  well-knomi 
Greek  lady  named  Hypatia,  a  correspondent  of  Syneriiw, 
but  one  who  was  blindly  devoted  to  the  Pagan  worshipi 
and  who  by  her  beauty,  her  philosophy,  and  her  eloquence 
had  fascinated  many  Christians. 

Teaching  the  philosophy  of  Plato  and  Aristotle,  she 
refused  all  solicitations  to  marriage,  and,  spotless  in  life, 
instructed  her  disciples.  Persons  of  the  highest  rank  were 
impatient  to  visit  the  female  philosopher,  and  gorgeous 
trains  of  slaves  and  horses  waited  daily  before  the  door  of 
her  academy. 

In  these  most  unhappy  days  the  rage  for  persecution 
seems  -to  have  fallen  from  the  Pagans,  who  once  filled 
Alexandria  with  the  blood  of  the  martyrs,  upon  their 
triumphant  successors;  and,  sad  to  relate,  the  unhappy 
Hypatia,  shortly  after  the  scenes  described,  became  sus- 
pected, not  without  much  apparent  reason,  of  conspiiiiig 
with  Orestes  against  Cyril,  was  torn  from  her  chariot  one 
fatal  day  in  Lent,  dragged  to  the  church,  and  there  most 
cruelly  murdered,  it  is  said  (let  us  hope  untruly)  scraped 
to  death  with  oyster  shells. 
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Cyril  had  no  part  in  this  cruel  iniquity ;  but  it  has  left 
an  indelible  stain  upon  his  memory,  since  he  had  excited 
the  passions  which  led  to  so  sad  a  result. 

Pope  Innocent  died  in  March,  a,d.  417,  and  was  suc- 
ceeded by  a  Greek  named  Zosimus.  It  had  been  Innocent's 
most  earnest  wish  to  vindicate  the  memory  of  S.  Chrysos- 
.tom  at  Cionstantinople,  and  to  cause  his  name  to  be  inserted 
on  the  "  diptychs."  This  he  had  not  been  able  to  accom- 
plish during  his  life ;  but,  soon  after  his  death,  Atticus,  the 
patriarch  of  Constantinople,  yielded  to  the  popular  desire, 
and  inserted  the  name  as  one  proper  for  Eucharistic  com- 
memoration. 

Cyril  was  exceedingly  displeased,  as  this  seemed  to 
reflect  upon  the  character  of  his  late  uncle,  Theophilus, 
who,  it  will  be  remembered,  had  been  instrumental  in  the 
condemnation  of  S.  Chrysostom;  and  he  called  upon 
Atticus  to  expunge  the  obnoxious  name  from  the  diptychs 
of  his  church,  or  to  forfeit  communion  with  Alexandria. 

A  breach  of  communion  seemed  indeed  unavoidable; 
but  it  was  happily  prevented  by  Isidore  of  Pelusium,  who 
succeeded  in  removing  the  objections  of  Cyril,  and  thus 
preserved  the  peace  of  the  Church,  while  justice  was  fully 
done  to  the  memory  of  S.  Chrysostom. 

The  history  of  the  Donatists  again  demands  our  atten- 
tion. They  had  existed  nearly  a  century  since  the  earlier 
straggles  which  we  have  previously  described.  Persecuted 
by  Constantius,  they  had  been  favoured  by  Julian.  When 
in  power  they  displayed  the  utmost  intolerance  and  un- 
endurable pride  ;  and,  consequently,  when  the  tide  turned, 
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and  the  death  of  Julian  deprived  them  of  their  Pagan 
protector,  they  became  again  the  objects  of  persecution. 

Gratian  confiscated  all  their  churches  and  ecclesiastical 
buildings,  giving  them  all  to  the  Catholic  Church,  and 
decreed  that  any  other  buildings,  which  they  should  in 
future  profane  by  their  worship,  should  become  the  pro- 
perty of  the  state.  But  such  partial  persecution  only 
rendered  them  the  more  desperate,  and  during  the  subse- 
quent revolt  of  GUdo  they  revenged  themselves  by  com- 
mitting every  imaginable  outrage  upon  the  Catholics,  so 
that  it  became  exceedingly  dangerous  for  their  victims  to 
leave  the  security  of  fortified  towns. 

Meanwhile  they  manifested  the  natural  tendency  of 
dissent  to  subdivision,  and  divided  into  smaller  sects,  each 
maintaining  itseK  to  be  the  whole  Church,  Thus  they 
filled  Carthage  with  confusion,  and  set  at  nought  every 
principle  upon  which  they  had  originally  separated  fix)m 
the  Church. 

S.  Augustine  will  ever  be  known  as  the  great  adversary 
of  the  Donatists. 

Their  distinguishing  features  of  doctrine  consisted  (1) 
in  the  denial  of  the  co-existence  of  evil  with  good  in  the 
visible  Church,  upon  the  strength  of  which,  claiming  for 
themselves  the  possession  of  perfect  purity,  they  anathe- 
matized the  Church ;  (2)  in  the  denial  of  the  validity  rf 
baptism  administered  without  the  true  Church,  which  they 
considered  confined  to  their  own  body ;  (3)  in  maintaining 
that  the  whole  Church  might  be  comprised  in  an  obscure 
community,  and  was  not  by  God's  ordinance  necessarily 
comprehensive,  or  the  teacher  of  all  nations. 
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:  In  a  psabn,  or  poem  of  twenty  parts,  S.  Augustine 
sketched  the  history  of  the  schism,  and  refuted  their 
doctrines  for  the  benefit  of  the  uneducated;  while  he  wrote 
treatise  after  treatise,  in  answer  to  their  more  learned 
champions,  and  letter  after  letter,  written  in  a  spirit  of 
genuine  courtesy  and  Christian  charity.  Often  he  en- 
deavoured to  bring  them  to  conferences ;  but  they  refused, 
sometimes  alleging  that  his  well-known  rhetorical  skill 
would  give  him  an  imfair  advantage,  sometimes  that  "  the 
children  of  the  martyrs  could  not  mingle  with  sinners  lest 
they  should  learn  their  works."  It  was  still  dangerous  for 
Catholics  to  live  in  retired  situations,  or  to  travel  un- 
guarded. Once  S.  Augustine  himself  narrowly  escaped 
a  plot  they  had  formed  to  waylay  him,  and  other  bishops 
were  less  fortimate. 

These  outrages  being  reported  to  Honorius,  the  old 
edicts  were  revived  against  them,  and  surely,  if  persecution 
could  ever  be  justified  as  S.  Augustine  justifies  this  one, 
it  would  be  in  a  case  such  as  this,  where  assassination  or 
violence  appeared  to  be  sanctioned  by  the  moral  code  of 
the  persecuted. 

But.  the  Catholics  earnestly  desired  first  to  exhaust  all 
gentler  modes  of  persuasion,  and,  at  their  request,  Hono- 
rius caused  a  conference  to  be  held  at  Carthage,  under  the 
presidency  of  the  imperial  commissioner,  Marcellinus, 
compelling  the  Donatists  to  attend. 

Two  hundred  and  eighty-six  Catholic  bishops,  including 
S.  Augustine  and  his  friend  Alypius,  met  two  hundred 
and  seventy-nine  Donatist  bishops  in  the  month  of  June, 
AJ>.  411. 
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The  Catholics  promised  absolute  submission  in  the  case 
of  their  being  vanquished  in  argument,  merely  requiring 
the  Donatists  to  promise  that  they  would  consent  to  union 
on  equal  terms  if  they  were  themselves  conquered. 

The  conference  lasted  three  days,  during  which  the 
Donatists  had  recourse  to  numberless  evasions,  and  were 
most  arrogant  in  their  behaviour,  keeping  the  councQ 
standing  all  the  time,  because  they  would  not,  they  said, 
"sit  among  the  ungodly."  After  a  most  patient  hearing  they 
were  utterly  defeated,  judgment  was  given  against  them, 
and  the  government  required  them  to  unite  with  the  Catho- 
lics, and  provide  for  the  joint  government  of  the  churches. 

Failing  such  submission  within  a  given  time,  the 
government,  represented  by  Marcellinus,  noti&ed  that  the 
penal  statutes  against  Donatism  would  be  executed. 

Of  course  this  did  not  satisfy  the  Donatists.  They 
asserted  that  the  Catholics  had  bribed  the  imperial  com- 
missioner, and  appealed  to  Honorius  in  person,  but  in 
vain.  The  penal  edicts  were  put  in  force  against  all  such 
as  remained  obstinate.  In  consequence  of  this  many 
Donatists  were  driven  into  conformity,  but  others  were 
driven  to  desperation,  and  conmiitted  the  most  violent 
outrages  upon  the  Catholics.  Many  conmiitted  suicide, 
which  their  religion  actually  justified ;  but  the  excitement 
passed  away,  the  sect  had  received  its  death-blow,  and 
never  held  up  its  head  again.  In  a  few  years  it  had 
ceased  to  engage  the  attention  of  the  Church — one  of  the 
few  instances  in  which  persecution  has  gained  its  end. 

The  Pelagian  controversy  was  a  far  more  serious  one, 
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bearing  as  it  did  upon  the  whole  question  of  the  relation 
of  God  to  man — of  the  sovereignty  of  Gk)d,  and  the  free- 
will of  the  creature. 

Pelagius,  whose  Celtic  name  was  Morgan,  was  a  native 
of  Eritain,  and  the  first  inhabitant  of  these  islands  who 
distinguished  himself  (although  unhappily)  in  theology. 

He  is  supposed  to  have  been  educated  at  the  monastery 
of  danger ;  but  he  did  not  choose  his  native  land  for  the 
propagation  of  his  heretical  tenets.  At  the  commence- 
ment of  this  century  he  took  up  his  abode  at  Eome,  where, 
in  union  with  Caalestius,  a  native  of  Ireland,  he  became 
famous  for  his  heterodoxy,  although  previously  esteemed 
for  his  blameless  life  and  conversation.  These  monks 
looked  upon  the  popular  doctrines  of  original  sin,  the 
corruption  of  the  human  nature,  the  necessity  of  Divine 
grace^  as  prejudicial  to  manly  virtue,  and  as  tending  to 
reconcile  man  to  submit  to  evil  tendencies,  from  which, 
by  a  vigorous  use  of  his  own  natural  powers,  he  might 
extricate  himself.  In  opposition  to  the  faith  of  the 
Church,  they,  therefore,  maintained — 

(1.)  That  Adam  was  created  subject  to  death. 

(2.)  That  his  sin  only  injured  himself,  not  his  posterity. 

(3.)  That  infants  are  born  in  the  same  relation  to  God 
as  that  in  which  Adam  was  bom. 

(4.)  That  as  men  did  not  die  in  Adam,  neither  are 
they  made  alive  in  Christ. 

(5.)  That  the  law  of  Moses  gave  eternal  life  through 
its  own  power,  even  as  the  gospel  now. 

(6.)  That  men  might  of  their  own  unaided  strength 
attain  perfect  holiness. 
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(7.)  That  infants  attain  eternal  life  whether  baptized  or 
otherwise,  being  bom  without  sin. 

Upon  the  approach  of  the  Goths,  ajd.  410,  the  two 
Mends  retired  first  into  Sicily,  and  thence  into  Africa, 
where  they  published  their  heresy  far  and  wide.  From 
Africa,  Pelagius  travelled  to  Palestine,  while  Caelestius 
remained  at  Carthage,  where  he  hoped  to  be  ordained. 

But  the  discovery  of  his  opinions,  which  he  had 
attempted  to  conceal,  blasted  his  hopes;  and,  his  errois 
being  condemned  at  the  council  held  at  Carthage,  aj). 
412,  he  departed  from  that  city,  and  followed  his  fidend 
Pelagius. 

S.  Augustine  had  not  been  present  at  this  council, 
neither  was  he  amongst  the  first  to  take  up  the  contro- 
versy; but  the  tribune,  MarceUinus,  being  much  perplexed, 
requested  his  opinions  on  the  subject,  whereupon  he  wrote 
two  books,  in  which  he  encounters  all  the  positions  of  the 
Pelagians,  particularly  maintaining  that  the  sin  of  Adam 
poisoned  the  fount  of  human  life  at  its  source,  and  that 
Baptism  is,  therefore,  administered  to  children  that  they 
may  receive  remission  of  original  sin. 

Meanwhile  Pelagius,  reaching  the  Holy  Land,  had  found 
a  fierce  opponent  in  Jerome,  who  not  only  opposed  his 
doctrines,  but  maligned  his  private  character,  althoogh 
S.  Augustine  always  spoke  in  the  highest  terms  of  the 
personal  morality  of  his  opponent.  In  July,  A.D.  415, 
Orosius,  a  yoimg  Spanish  priest,  newly  arrived  fiom 
Africa,  charged  Pelagius  with  heresy  before  John,  Bishop 
of  Jerusalem,  and  a  local  synod,  citing  the  proceedings 
at  Carthage,  and  reading  a  letter  from   S.  Augustine. 
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•'What  is  Augustine  to  me?"  said  Pelagius.  **You 
ought  to  be  excommunicated,"  was  the  reply,  "for 
speaking  disrespectfully  of  the  great  prop  of  African 
unity." 

By  using  the  word  "grrace"  in  an  equivocal  sense,  he 
escaped  condemnation  on  that  occasion — the  more  easily 
since  the  accuser  could  not  speak  Greek,  and  the  synod 
did  not  understand  Latin,  while  Pelagius  was  an  accom- 
plished linguist.  But  at  the  close  of  the  year,  Pelagius, 
accused  by  two  Gallic  bishops,  was,  somewhat  to  his 
surprise,  yet  again  summoned  to  a  synod  at  Diospolis,  the 
ancient  Lydda.  Once  more  he  escaped,  although  his  doc- 
trines were  condemned,  and,  elated  by  success,  boasted  of 
his  acquittal  as  though  those  doctrines  had  been  pro- 
nounced orthodox. 

Zosimus,  who  had  now  succeeded  Innocent  in  the  see 
of  Eome,  was  seduced  to  take  the  part  of  the  heretics. 
He  reproved  the  Africans,  censured  the  accusers,  and 
summoned  them  to  appear  at  Eome,  But  the  African 
bishops,  like  Cyprian  of  old,  asserted  their  independence, 
and  justified  their  decision,  telling  Zosimus  that  he  had 
been  too  credulous. 

And  now  the  dispute  had  assumed  such  proportions  as 
to  attract  the  attention  of  the  civil  power.  Honorius 
ordered  that  Pelagius  and  Caelestius  should  be  expelled 
from  Borne  if  they  presumed  to  enter  it ;  and  that  their 
adherents,  if  convicted,  should  suffer  banishment  by 
sentence  of  the  magistrates. 

Thus  pressed,  Zosimus  changed  his  tone,  adopted  the 
African  decisions,  and  required  his  sufiragans  to  join  in 
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the  condemnation  6f  Pelagios.  Nineteen  refused,  and 
were  in  consequence  expelled  from  their  sees;  the  most 
noted  of  whom  was  Julian,  bishop  of  Eclana^  a  smali  town 
near  Beneventum. 

The  Pelagians  in  vain  appealed  to  a  general  council, 
although  assisted  by  the  impetuous  eloquence  of  Julian, 
who  charged  the  Catholics  with  Manichaeism,  and  in  spite 
also  of  countless  appeals  to  all  the  great  sees  to  acknow- 
ledge their  orthodoxy.  Both  ecclesiastical  and  civil 
judgments  were  issued  against  them,  and  they  withered 
away  like  the  Donatists,  until  Pelagius  disappears  from 
history,  about  the  year  418 ;  and  his  doctrines  were  after- 
wards condemned  by  the  general  council  of  Ephesus,  in 
the  year  431. 

In  short,  Africans,  Gauls,  and  Britons,  by  their  councils, 
and  the  emperors  by  their  penal  edicts,  demolished  this 
sect  in  its  infancy,  and  it  withered  away  as  a  branch 
severed  from  the  true  vine. 

But  it  is  to  be  regretted  that  these  unhappy  disputes 
about  the  doctrines  of  Pelagius  gave  rise  to  other  con- 
troversies equally  prejudicial  to  the  peace  of  the  Church. 
In  the  course  of  the  Pelagian  controversy,  S.  Augustine 
had  delivered,  or  rather  formed,  those  opinions  concerning 
predestination,  which  afterwards  gave  rise  to  the  sects  of 
the  Jansenists  amongst  Catholics,  and  the  Calvinists 
amongst  Protestants. 

He  taught  that  all  men  being  equally  guilty  before 
God,  it  had  pleased  Him  to  predestinate  the  elect  to 
eternal  salvation,  passing  by  others.  Although  he  taught, 
as  a  matter  of  course,  that  all  were  alike  regenerated  in 
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'baptism,  yet  he  maintained  that  the  gift  of  final  perse- 
verance was  for  the  elect  alone. 

The  monks  of  Adrumetum  exaggerated  this  doctrine, 
maintaining  that  God  not  only  predestinated  the  wicked 
to  eternal  punishment,  but  also  to  the.  sin  and  guilt  for 
which  they  were  punished,  thua  making  God  the  Author  of 
sin.  Augustine  contended  vigorously  against  this  later 
development,  which  was  publicly  rejected  and  condemned 
at  the  councils  of  Aries  and  Lyons. 

The  pressure  of  the  Pelagian  arguments  had  driven  S. 
Augustine  into  these  doctrines  concerning  absolute  pre- 
destination and  irresistible  grace,  which,  like  the  modern 
Jansenists,  and  unlike  the  modem  Calvinists,  he  held  in 
conjunction  with  the  fullest  belief  in  the  sacramental 
system  of  the  Church. 

A  new  modification  of  the  teaching  of  S.  Augustine 
was  given  to  the  world  by  the  monk  Cassian,  who  had 
founded  a  monastery  near  Marseilles.  Many,  like  himself, 
were  endeavouring  to  find  a  mean  between  the  errors  of 
Pelagianisni  and  the  fatalism  involved  in  Augustine's 
later  teaching,  and  they  thus  gained  the  name  of  ''Semi- 
Pelagians^ 

Their  doctrines  may  be  thus  summed  up : 

(1.)  That  Grod  willed  the  salvation  of  all  men,  and  that 
all  were  included  in  the  atonement  wrought  by  Christ. 

(2.)  That  grace  was  freely  offered  to  all,  and  that  man, 
being  endowed  with  free  will,  was  consequently  capable 
of  choosing  good  or  evil — of  accepting  or  resisting  grace. 

(3.)  That  man,  before  receiving  grace,  was  capable  of  faith 
and  repentance,  but  that  grace  was  necessary  to  perseverance. 
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The  doctrines  of  Cassian  were  so  suited  to  the  general 
conception  of  Christians  that  they  made  rapid  progress, 
and  were  received  in  the  greatest  part  of  the  monastic 
schools,  while  they  were  fully  in  accordance  with  the 
prevailing  tone  of  thought  in  the  East. 

Still  this  was  the  commencement  of  the  unhappy 
contest  which  still  exists  in  the  Church — a  controversy 
transferred  from  the  schools  of  ancient  philosophers  to  the 
domain  of  Christian  theology, — "  Was  man  a  free  agents 
or  the  mere  creature  of  fate  ?" 

In  the  year  419,  Pope  Zosimus  died,  and  was  succeedfid 
by  Boniface ;  and  the  following  year  the  great  S.  Jerome 
breathed  his  last,  on  the  80th  of  September,  in  the  ninety- 
jBrst  year  of  his  age.  His  services  to  the  Church,  by  lui 
labours  in  the  field  of  Biblical  criticism,  and  the  Talue  of 
many  of  his  treatises,  have  caused  his  name  to  be  held 
in  very  high  honour;  but  the  savage  fierceness  of  his 
controversial  writings  mars  their  usefulness.  The  latter 
years  of  his  life  were  spent  in  deep  retirement  at  Bethle- 
hem, from  which  he  only  emerged  by  means  of  his  writing! 
His  greatest  work,  tested  by  its  influence  upon  future  ages^ 
was  his  translation  of  the  Scriptures  from  the  Hebrew  to  the 
Latin — a  translation  which,  forming  the  basis  of  the  Vul- 
gate, has  been  universally  received  in  the  Latin  ChurcL 

After  an  inglorious  reign,  during  which  he  was  little     i 
more  than  the  nominal  emperor  of  the  West,^Honoriii8, 
departed  to  render  an  account  of  his  stewardship  in  the 
year  423. 
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His  sister,  Placidia,  the  widow  of  Adolphus  the  Goth, 
who  had  been  basely  assassinated,  had  become,  on  her 
rettim  to  Italy,  the  wife  of  a  victorious  general  named 
Constantine,  and  the  mother  of  Valentinian  the  Third. 

But  it  was  not  until  one  John,  the  leader  of  an  un- 
successful rebellion,  had  been  subdued,  that  Valentinian 
received  the  title  of  Augustus,  in  the  sixth  year  of  his 
age,  when  Placidia  assumed  the  government  in  the  name 
of  her  son,  and  retained  it  for  twenty-five  years.  (a.d. 
423-448.) 

Amidst  the  decay  of  the  military  glory  of  Eome,  her 
armies  were  commanded  by  two  generals,   ^tius  and 
Boniface,  who  may  be  deservedly  named  the  last  of  the 
Bomans.    Their  union  might  have  supported  the  sinking 
%    state;  their  discord  was  the  cause  of  the  loss  of  Africa, 
*   which  had  now  to  bear  its  fuU  portion  in  the  calamities  of 
p..  the  age.    -^tius  has  been  immortalized  by  his  great  victory 
over  Attila,  which  we  shall  have  hereafter  to  describe ; 
Boniface,  less  known  to  fame,  was  a  general  of  singular 
courage  and  success,  who  was  the  terror  of  the  barbarians, 
and  whose  Christian  piety  merited  the  well-earned  com- 
mendations of  S.  Augustine. 

In  the  season  of  danger  and  distress  he  had  supported 
the  cause  of  Placidia  with  zeal  and  fidelity;  and,  while 
.^^Stius  had  favoured  the  rebellion  against  the  young  Valen- 
tinian, Boniface,  by  the  troops  and  treasures  of  Africa,  had 
essentially  contributed  to  extinguish  it. 

Yet  -^tius,  reconciled  to  Placidia,  and  living  close  at 
liand,  so  that  he  could  besiege  the  palace  of  Eavenna,  by 

fiattery  succeeded  in  poisoning  her  mind  against  the  more 

2  D 
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faithful  servant;  and  while  he  persuaded  her  to  recall 
Boniface  from  the  government  of  Africa^  he  secretly 
advised  him  to  disobey  the  summons,  as  one  which  )vu 
really  equivalent  to  a  sentence  of  death. 

Boniface  refused  to  obey,  and  -^tius  represented  the 
refusal  as  criminal;  and  when  the  former  took  up  anns 
in  self-defence,  ^tius  took  the  credit  of  having  ford»ld 
the  rebellion. 

Unable  to  protect  himself  from  such  an  adversary  as 
j9Ltius,  at  the  head  of  the  forces  of  the  West^  Boni&oe 
invited  the  alliance  of  the  Vandals ;  and  under  their  king 
the  terrible  Genaeric,  they  cross^  the  Straits  of  Gibraltar 
fifty  thousand  in  number.  They  were  at  once  joined  bf 
the  Moors,  whom  the  Bomans  heid  dispossessed,  and 
the  Donatists,  who  eagerly  caught  at  the  opportonitf 
of  revenging  their  real  or  imaginary  wrongs  upoA  the 
Catholics. 

Meanwhile  an  explanation  had  been  arranged  between 
the  friends  of  Placidia  and  those  of   Boniface,  and  the 
double-dealing  of  -^tius  discovered.     Placidia  and  Boni- 
face lamented  their  fatal  error,  and  the  latter  testified  hi 
sincerity  by  placing  his  person  within  the  power  of  his 
sovereign;  but  it  was  too  late  to  save   Africa.     He 
Vandals,  disdaining  all  offers  of  peace,  overwhelined  tk 
fertile  provinces  from  Tangier  to  Tripoli     The  country 
was  exceedingly  populous,  and  so  fruitful  that  it  deserved 
the  name  of  the  common  granary  of  Borne  and  £iiroii& 
They  found  it  as  the  Garden  of  Eden,  they  left  it » 
desolate  wilderness.    Seldom  or  never  giving  quarter,  thej 
devastated  city  after  city  with  fire  and  sword;  whiles  ly 
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every  species  of  indignity  and  torture,  they  forced  the 
wretched  inhabitants  to  discover  their  hidden  wealth. 

But  a  darker  character  was  given  to  this  invasion  by 
the  fact  that  the  Vandals  were  professed  Arians,  and,  in 
xuiion  with  the  Donatists,  inaugurated  a  cruel  persecution 
of  the  Catholics.  A  deputation  of  the  clergy  ventured 
into  the  presence  of  Genseric,  and  entreated  that,  although 
deprived  of  their  churches,  they  might  still  minister  to 
their  suffering  flocks ;  but  he  replied  that  he  did  not  wish 
to  leave  a  Catholic  alive,  and  threatened  to  throw  them 
into  the  sea — a  threat  he  was  hardly  restrained  from  ful- 
filling. Two  bishops  suffered  a  martyrdom  of  agony,  being 
loasted  on  plates  of  hot  iron ;  and  many  of  the  Faithful 
glorified  God  by  their  noble  endurance.  It  seemed  as  if 
tibe  old  days  of  persecution  had  returned  in  their  full 
vigour. 

.  Boniface  was  in  deep  distress  at  the  sad  consequences 
of  his  rash^ess.  The  Vandals  derided  his  appeals  for 
peace.  He  took  the  field  against  them  in  person,  but  was 
defeated,  and  forced  to  shut  himself  up  in  Hippo  with  the 
broken  remains  of  his  army. 

Amidst  these  dark  clouds  the  noble  life  of  S.  Augustine 
drew  to  its  close.  Unremitting  in  his  labours,  he  was  the 
rtay  and  comfort  of  the  city  during  the  terrible  siege  which 
ensued ;  and  the  military  labours«of  the  unhappy  Boniface 
in  the  defence  of  the  city  were  relieved  by  the  spiritual 
consolatioiis  he  received  from  the  holy  bishop.  But  in  the 
third  month  of  the  siege,  S.  Augustine  sank  beneath  the 
weight  of  labour  and  anxiety,  increased  as  his  pastoral 
cares  had  been  by  the  multitude  of  fugitives  who  crowded 
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the  city,  while  the  country  was  given  to  fire  and  sword. 
At  last  he  was  confined  to  his  bed,  and  his  strength  sank 
as  a  lamp  expires  from  want  of  oil.  Saying  that  a  Chris- 
tian shoidd  never  depart  this  life,  save  as  a  penitent,  he 
caused  the  penitential  psalms  to  be  hung  up  over  his  bed, 
and  reciljed  them  with  many  tears. 

He  gently  breathed  his  last  on  the  20thL  of  August,  aj). 
430,  amidst  the  prayers  and  tears  of  his  afflicted  flock,  in 
the  seventy-seventh  year  of  his  age. 

The  sequel  of  the  story  of  Hippo  may  soon  be  related. 
For  fourteen  months,  the  besieged  sustained  the  assauItB 
of  the  Vandals ;  the  sea  was  open  to  them,  and  the  desert 
they  had  themselves  created  around  the  walls  forced  the 
Vandals  to  retire  for  a  time. 

A  reinforcement  arrived  to  the  aid  of  Boniface  firom 
Italy  and  Constantinople,  and  with  the  military  force  of 
East  and  West  united,  he  hastened  to  attack  the  invaders. 
But  the  total  loss  of  a  second  battle  decided  the  fate  of 
Africa.  Boniface  and  his  soldiers  embarked  with  the  pie* 
cipitation  of  despair;  the  people  of  Hippo  were  offered  the 
same  means  of  escape,  and  embarked  with  their  families 
and  effects,  occupying  the  vacant  places  of  the  soldiezs^ 
the  majority  of  whom  were  left  on  the  field. 

After  their  departure,  the  city  was  burnt  by  the  Vandal* 
but  the  library  containing  the  voluminous  writings  of  its 
sainted  bishop  was  fortunately  spared  to  posterity. 
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CHAPTER   XXL 

THE  COUNCIL  OF  EPHESUS  AND  THE  NESTORIAN 

CONTROVERSY. 

TTIAELY  in  the  year  428,  the  see  of  Constantinople 
"^■^^  became  vacant  by  the  death  of  Sisinnius.  A  contest 
arose  between  rival  candidates,  which  was  terminated,  as 
on  a  former  occasion,  by  the  election  of  a  presbyter  from 
Antioch,  who  possessed  the  advantage  of  belonging  to 
neither  of  the  local  factions.  Nestorius,  upon  whom  the 
vacant  dignity  was  bestowed,  a  native  of  Syria,  was  edu- 
cated  at  Antioch,  where  he  was  baptized  in  his  infancy.. 
As  usual,  he  had  spent  some  time  in  monastic  seclusion 
before  his  ordination,  and  had  been  subsequently  ordained 
priest  by  the  Bishop  Theodotus.  He  possessed  fluent 
speech,  and  by  the  paleness  of  his  face,  his  sombre  dress, 
and  his  love  of  retirement,  had  gained  that  reputation  for 
sanctity  which  recommended  him  to  the  post  which  his 
predecessor,  S.  Chrysostom,  for  whom  he  professed  great 
admiration,  had  been  similarly  called  to  filL 

Summoned  to  Constantinople,  he  took  with  him  a  priest 
named  Anastatius,  in  whom  he  had  great  confidence,  and 
on  their  way  they  visited  Theodore  of  Mopsuestia,  from 
whom  it  was  supposed  Nestorius  had  imbibed  the  heresy 
he  afterwards  developed* 
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In  his  first  seimon  in  the  cathedral  he  thus  addressed 
the  emperor,  who  was  present:  "Give  me,  O  emperor, 
the  earth  purged  from  heresy,  and  I  will  repay  you  with 
heaven.  Aid  me  to  conquer  the  heretics,  and  I  wiU  aid 
you  to  overcome  the  Persians." 

These  presumptuous  words  afiford  some  key  to  the 
character  of  the  new  bishop,  although  they  were  mot 
unpleasing  to  a  populace  violently  exasperated  against 
the  sectarians  and  heretics. 

Following  up  the  spirit  of  this  declaration,  he  com- 
menced his  career  by  a  crusade  against  the  Arians  of  the 
capital.  He  attempted  to  deprive  them  of  the  chiiidi 
where  they  used  to  worship  in  secret;  but  refusing  to 
surrender  the  building,  in  their  despair  they  set  it  on  fiie. 
The  flames  spread  to  the  neighbouring  houses,  a  gieit 
conflagration  ensued,  and  Nestorius  was  ever  after  knoim 
as  "  The  Incendiary." 

Prohibited  by  the  court  from  attacking  the  Novatians, 
who  differed  from  the  Catholics  only  upon  the  questioD 
of  the  restoration  of  those  who  had  committed  deadly 
sin  after  baptism,  he  persecuted  the  inoffensive  Quarto- 
decimans — who  still  persevered  in  keeping  Easter  after 
the  old  eastern  computation — even  to  the  death.  Neither 
did  the  Macedonians,  who  were  unsound  with  regard  to 
the  Divinity  of  the  Holy  Ghost^  escape  his  intolennt 
orthodoxy. 

A  law  is  still  extant,  enacted  by  Theodosius  after  the 
sermon  in  the  cathedral,  which  enumerates  twenty-thiee 
degrees  in  the  guilt  and  punishment  of  heresy. 

The  Novatians  are  simply  forbidden  to  make  further 
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innovations ;  the  Allans,  Macedonians,  and  Apollinarians, 
to  meet  for  worship  withia  any  city ;  the  Ennomians,  the 
Valentinians,  Montanists,  Donatists,  and  several  other 
sects,  to  meet  for  prayer  within  the  bounds  of  the  empire ; 
and  lastly  the  Manichseans,  the  most  evil  of  all  sects,  are 
to  be  banished  from  the  cities,  and  even  delivered  over  to 
capital  puishment 

But  the  sword  of  persecution,  so  furiously  wielded,  was 
about  to  recoil  upon  l^estorius' himself.  There  had  long 
been  two  opposite  tendencies  in  the  theological  teaching 
of  Alexandria  and  Antioch,  which  threatened  at  this  period 
a  breach  of  commimion. 

The  heresy  of  ApoUinarius,  who  denied  that  our  Lord 
possessed  a  human  soul,  iand  maintained  that  His  Divinity 
was  to  Him  in  its  place,  which  originated  in  the  previous 
century,  had  been  violently  opposed  at  Antioch,  and  by 
no  one  so  fiercely  as  Nestorius. 

In  their  detestation  of  this  heresy,  and  their  abhorrence 
of  such  confusion  of  thought  or  such  ambiguous  expressions 
as  might  lead  to  the  inference  that  Grod  and  Man  were  One 
Christ  by  confusion  of  substance,  they  were  led  to  use 
expressions  which  obviously  suggested  the  opposite  heresy 
of  "dividing  the  Person." 

On  the  other  hand,  the  traditional  hatred  of  Arianism, 
which  Alexandria  had  inherited  from  the  great  Athanasius, 
had  led  to  a  very  similar  abhorrence  of  any  ambiguous 
language  which  might  lead  to  the  inference  that  there 
were  not  simply  two  Natures,  but  two  Persons^  united  in 
the  Bedeemer. 

Under  these  opposite  tendencies  language  was  accepted 
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as  perfectly  orthodox,  in  one  patriarchate,  which  would 
have  caused  men  to  stop  their  ears  in  the  other ;  and  these 
opposing  modes  of  thought  were  destined  to  come  into 
fierce  collision,  not  at  Antioch  or  Alexandria,  but  on  the 
neutral  ground  of  Constantinople,  and,  alas !  to  be  embit- 
tered by  many  personal  motives  arising  from  the  rivalry 
between  the  two  great  sees.  The  representative  of  the  one 
school  of  thought,  that  of  Antioch,  was  Nestorius,  now 
patriarch  of  Constantinople ;  of  the  other,  our  old  acquaint- 
ance Cyril,  patriarch  of  Alexandria,  and  there  is  much 
reason  to  fear  that  theological  animosity  was  heightened  in 
each  case  by  personal  ambition. 

The  immediate  cause  of  the  outbreak  of  the  contro- 
versy was  a  sermon  of  Anastatius,  who,  preaching  in  the 
patriarch's  presence  from  the  pulpit  of  the  cathedral, 
exclaimed  against  the  use  of  the  term  "  TheotoJcos,'*  ot 
**  Mother  of  God,"  as  applied  to  the  Blessed  Virgin—* 
term  justified  by  the  use  of  Eusebius,  Athanasius,  the  two 
Gregories,  and  Augustine  In  the  course  of  his  sermon 
he  added  that  Mary  did  not  bring  forth  God,  but  only  a 
man  who  was  the  organ  of  Deity ;  yet  that  he  adored  the 
"  vesture  "  of  flesh  for  the  sake  of  Him  who  wore  it — Him 
who  appeared  outwardly,  for  the  sake  of  the  concealed 
Deity.  Nestorius,  observing  the  sensation  caused  by  tiiis, 
supported  the  preacher  in  a  whole  course  of  sermons, 
the  first  being  preached  on  Christmas  Day,  aj).  428,  in 
which  he  spoke  of  Mary's  Son  as  a  mere  man,  the  organ 
employed,  the  vesture  worn  by  God ;  nevertheless  as- 
serting that  honour  was  due  to  the  Sacred  Humanity  in 
the  words,  "  For  the  sake  of  the  Employer  I  honour  ihe 
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vesture  He  uses ;"  and  again  we  call  Christ  God  "because 
of  His  connection  with  God;"  and  again,  "God  the  Word 
dwelt  in  Mary's  Son." 

It  is  evident  that,  according  to  this  teaching,  there  was 
no  real  incarnation,  that  God  the  Word  was  not  made 
ilesh,  but  dwelt  in  flesh,  much  as  God  indwells  in  saint 
or  prophet,  although  in  a  higher  degree.  This  is  evident 
from  a  subsequent  remark  of  Nestorius  when  at  Ephesus 
— ^*'  I  cannot  give  the  name  of  God  to  a  child  two  or  three 
months  old,"  an  expression  which  forcibly  reminds  one  of 
the  blasphemies  of  Cerinthus,  who  maintained  the  super- 
natural union  of  a  Man  and  a  God,  while  asserting  that 
the  God  forsook  the  Man  before  his  sufferings. 

The  excitement  at  Constantinople  became  greater  and 
greater.  Men  stood  up  in  the  cathedral  and  contradicted 
the  preacher,  congregations  renounced  his  authority,  the 
whole  empire  took  up  the  controversy,  and  while  his  op- 
ponents said  N estorius  ought  to  be  thrown  into  the  sea,  he 
himself  made  liberal  use  of  the  temporal  power  to  inflict 
scourges  and  banishment  upon  his  opponents. 

At  last  his  great  rival,  Cyril,  was  drawn  into  the  con- 
troversy.  Copies  of  the  sermons  preached  by  Nestorius 
were  circulated  in  the  Alexandrian  patriarchate,  and 
many  of  his  people  were  abandoning  the. use  of  the  term 
"Theotokos."  He  at  once  denounced  the  heresy,  and 
entered  into  a  warm  controversy  with  N estorius,  while  at 
the  same  time  he  wrote  to  encourage  the  malcontents  in 
Constantinople. 

Both  the  disputants  appealed  at  this  stage  of  the  con- 
troversy to  Cadestine^  Bishop  of  Bome,  while  Cyril  also 
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wrote  to  influence  the  imperial  court,   addressing  one 
treatise  to  the  emperor,  another  to  Fulcheria. 

Cselestine  weighed  the  merits  of  the  case  at  the  head  of 
a  synod  of  Italian  clergy ;  he  approved  the  creed  of  Cyril, 
condemned  the  sentiments  of  Nestorius,  and  announced  to 
him,  that  unless  he  would  conform  to  the  teaching  of 
Bome  and  Alexandria  within  ten  days,  he  should  be 
deposed  and  excommunicated.  Committing  to  Cyril,  as 
his  plenipotentiaiy,  the  execution  of  this  illegal,  although 
not  unjust,  decision,  he  wrote  to  John  of  Antioch  and 
to  the  malcontents  of  Constantinople,  announcing  his 
determination. 

But  neither  the  emperor  Theodosius  nor  the  patriaioh 
Nestorius  were  disposed  to  accept  the  mandate  of  Boma 
A  council  of  the  Church  was  imanimously  demanded  as 
the  sole  sufficient  authority  to  decide  the  question,  and  at 
the  request  of  Kestorius,  Theodosius  and  Yalentinian  IH 
united  in  summoning  such  a  council  to  meet  at  £phem 
on  the  day  of  Pentecost 

In  the  meantime  Cyril  had  required  Nestorius  to  sab- 
scribe  twelve  anatikemaSf  and  the  latter  had  replied  by  a 
similar  number,  which  he  required  his  opponent  to  sub- 
scribe. This  produced  gieat  comtmotion,  and  the  Nes- 
torians  demanded  the  condenmation  of  Cyril's  anathemas 
as  Apollinarian,  the  whole  question  being  refened  to 
the  council 

The  metropolitans  throughout  the  world  were  summoned, 
and  S.  Augustine  alone  of  bishops  beneath  that  d^iee» 
of  whose  recent  death  the  emperor  had  not  yet  heaid. 
His  loss  was  a  very  grave  one  at  that  mom^it,  when  he 
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might  have  moderated  the  angry  passions  of  the  rival 
parties. 

On  Whitsuntide,  A.D.  431,  the  members  of  the  council 
assembled.  Cyril  was  there  with  fifty  sufi&agans,  and, 
alas !  with  a  large  train  of  sailors  and  disorderly  followers. 
Memnon  of  Ephesus  ranged  forty  bishops  under  his  ban- 
ner; the  African  Church  was  prevented  by  the  Vandal 
invasion  from  sending  any  representatives;  two  bishops 
and  a  priest  were  deputed  by  Cselestine  to  represent  Eome 
and  the  whole  of  the  West.  A  synod  had  previously,  as 
we  have  seen,  discussed  the  question  in  Italy. 

jNTestorius  appeared  rather  as  a  judge  than  as  a  criminaL 
He  depended  upon  the  fleshly  arm  more  than  the  justice  of 
his  cause,  and  his  sturdy  slaves  were  armed  alike  for  attack 
or  defence.  Candidian,  the  count  of  the  domestics,  was 
charged  by  the  emperor  to  preserve  the  peace,  and  confine 
the  bishops  to  the  city  of  Ephesus  until  they  should  have 
settled  the  question.  His  task  was  by  no  means  an  easy 
one,  so  sadly  were  passions  aroused,  and  he  commenced  by 
commanding  aU  monks  and  laymen  who  were  strangers  to 
leave  the  city,  a  command  which  was  but  slightly  obeyed. 

But  although  two  hundred  bishops  had  assembled,  John 
of  Antioch  had  not  yet  appeared.  The  state  of  the  roads, 
fkxKied  by  heavy  rains,  had  delayed  his  journey,  and  while 
his  colleagues  waited  for  him  sharp  dissensions  took  place. 
Nestorious  complained  that  his  very  life  was  threatened  by 
the  mariners,  slaves,  and  fanatics,  who,  in  spite  of  Candi- 
dian, had  followed  Cyril  to  Ephesus ;  and  Cyril  retorted 
by  similar  accusations  against  the  military  guard  which 
attended  Nestorius. 
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Meanwhile  Cyril's  zeal  and  liberality  were  daily  extend- 
ing his  influence,  and  Nestorins  impatiently  expected  the 
arrival  of  John  of  Antioch,  npon  whose  assistance  he 
firmly  reckoned.  That  bishop  was  now  but  five  or  six 
days  from  Ephesns,  and  wrote  in  advance  a  letter  to  Cyiil, 
which  he  despatched  by  swift  messengers,  filled  with  pro- 
fessions of  friendship  and  confidence.  He  stated  that  he 
had  suffered  greatly  on  the  journey,  that  he  had  been 
travelling  thirty  days  without  cessation,  that  they  had  lost 
many  horses,  and  some  bishops  had  fallen  ill  on  the  load 
He  asked  the  prayers  of  Cyril,  and  concluded  by  stating 
that  he  hoped  to  arrive  with  his  train  of-  bishops  within 
six  days.  Shortly  after  two  bishops  of  his  party  arrived, 
and  stated  that  John  had  sent  a  message  by  them  to  the 
effect,  that  if  his  arrival  should  be  delayed,  he  wished  the 
council  to  proceed  to  business. 

Two  hundred  bishops  had  already  assembled,  and  fifteen 
days  had  passed  from  the  day  fixed  by  Theodosius  for  the 
opening  of  the  coimcil ;  but  John  had  not  yet  arrived,  and 
many  were  of  opinion  that  he  lingered  from  a  reluctance 
to  condemn  his  Mend  and  countryman. 

Under  these  circmnstances  Cyril  yielded  to  his  impa- 
tience, and  without  tanying  for  the  expiration  of  the  five 
or  six  days  John  had  named,  formally  opened  the  council 
on  the  twenty-second  of  June,  assuming  the  office  A 
president  in  virtue  of  the  dignity  of  his  see,  and  the  letter 
of  Cselestine. 

This  measure  was  most  deeply  to  be  regretted.  In  a 
matter  of  such  vast  importance,  it  was  most  desirable  that 
there  should  be  no  appearance  of  haste  or  unfedmess;  but 
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the  excuses  were  urged,  that  the  hishops  were  weary  of 
waiting ;  that  lUness,  and  even  death,  had  made  their  ap- 
pearance amongst  them;  that  the  summer  was  intensely 
hot,  and  they  were  confined  to  the  city ;  that  they  were 
impatient  to  return  to  their  flocks,  the  episcopal  minis- 
trations  being  necessarily  suspended  in  each  diocese ;  that 
John  was  purposely  lingering,  as  before  stated,  from  an 
aversion  to  join  in  that  condemnation  of  ^estorius  which 
was  already  eagerly  anticipated. 

One  of  the  holiest  bishops  present  was  Theodoret  of 
Cyrus,  a  dty  in  Syria.  He  was  bom  in  the  year  387,  of 
noble  parents.  His  mother,  who  had  been  barren  like 
Hannah,  believed  that  she  had  received  in  him  a  Samuel 
in  answer  to  fervent  prayer,  and  dedicated  him  to  God 
from  his  cradle.  He  was  ordained  reader  at  Autioch 
when  very  young,  and  there  contracted  an  intimacy  with 
Nestorius.  He  was  ordained  bishop  in  the  year  423, 
and  his  ministrations  were  so  blessed  of  God,  that  he 
converted  all  the  heretics  in  his  diocese,  baptizing  ten 
thousand  into  the  Church,  in  eight  towns  only. 

This  intrepid  prelate,  who  had  many  times  exposed  his 
life  to  danger  for  the  cause  of  the  "Church  in  his  zeal 
against  heresy,  in  company  with  sixty-seven  other  bishops, 
protested  in  vain  against  this  unseemly  haste,  and  Candi- 
dian  as  vainly,  in  the  emperor's  name,  joined  in  the  protest. 

Therefore  the  council  was  opened.  One  hundred  and 
ninety-eight  bishops  took  their  seats  in  the  church  of  the 
Theotokos,  the  book  of  the  Gospels  was  placed  in  the 
midst,  and  Cyril,  as  the  representative  of  Rome  and  Alex- 
andria, presided  over  the  assembly. 
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Three  citations  were  addressed  to  Nestorias,  bat  he 
refused  to  appear,  and  the  soldiers  who  acted  as  his  guaid 
beat  the  messengers,  and  sent  them  away  shamefolly 
handled. 

In  his  absence  the  council  proceeded  to  business.  The 
whole  of  the  momentous  transaction  was  crowded  into 
the  limit  of  a  long  summer's  day.  The  result  was 
obvious.  The  heresy  of  Nestorius  was  condemned,  with- 
out one  dissenting  voice.  A  sentence  of  deposition  was 
pronounced  in  the  name  of  the  Lord,  whom  he  had 
blasphemed,  which  was  addressed  to  him  under  the  title 
of  "  The  New  Judas." 

Late  in  the  summer  evening,  the  result  of  the  deUbera- 
tions  was  proclaimed  to  the  anxious  multitude  who  waited 
without.  Acclamations  burst  forth,  which  seemed  to  shake 
the  groimd,  widely  different  in  character  from  those  which 
had  been  heard  in  the  same  city  in  the  days  of  the  crafts- 
man Demetrius,  but  equally  loud  and  characteristic. 

Torches  were  waved  on  high,  incense  was  burned  before 
the  bishops  as  they  went  to  their  several  lodgings,  and  the 
whole  city  abandoned  itself  to  songis  of  joy,  amidst  a 
general  illumination. 

Five  days  later  the  triumph  was  clouded  by  the  arrival 
and  fiery  indignation  of  the  Eastern  bishops,  whose  feelings 
were  thoroughly  shared  by  Candidian,  to  whom  John  gave 
audience  before  he  had  wiped  the  dust  of  travel  fix)m  his 
weary  feet. 

Candidian  related  the  steps  which  he  had  taken  to 
prevent  the  violent  proceedings  of  the  "Egyptian,"  as 
Cyril  was  styled.     He  had  torn  down  the  placard  an- 
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louncing  the  deposifeion  of  Nestorius,  had  pronounced  it 
lull  and  void  in  point  of  law,  and  had  written  in  strong 
iuiguage  to  the  emperor. 

But  all  this  was  too  little  for  John,  who  assembled 
iistantly  the  bishops  who  adhered  to  his  cause,  and  pro- 
nounced Cyril  guilty  of  the  Apollinarian  heresy,  sentencing 
bdm  and  Memnon  of  Ephesus  to  deposition,  describing  the 
African  prelate  as  a  monster  bom  for  the  destruction  of 
the  Church. 

His  flock  of  Alexandria  was  inaccessible,  but  they 
determined  instantly  to  bestow  on  that  of  Memnon  at 
Ephesus  the  blessing  of  a  faithful  shepherd,  and  to  con- 
secrate a  bishop  in  his  stead.  But  Meronon  was  on  the 
alert  The  churches  were  all  fortified  against  them,  and 
a  strong  garrison  posted  in  the  cathedral    , 

Determined  to  succeed,  they  obtained  troops  from 
Gandidian,  and  assaulted  the  sacred  precincts;  but  the 
first  assailants  were  routed  and  put  to  the  sword,  and 
finding  the  place  impregnable,  the  besiegers  abandoned 
their  intention  of  bestowing  en  the  unthankful  multitude 
the  blessing  of  a  new  bishop. 

Not  only  was  Ephesus  defiled  with  sedition  and  clamour, 
strife  and  bloodshed,  but  the  strife  was  extended  to  the 
court  of  Constantinople,  where  the  battle  between  ortho- 
doxy and  heresy  was  to  be  fought  out. 

On  the  "day  after  the  deposition  of  Nestorius,  Candidian 
followed  up  his  protest  against  the  validity  of  the  pro- 
ceedings by  sending  an  "  ex  parte  **  statement,  probably 
the  work  of  Nestorius  himself;  to  Theodosius.  It  is  stated 
that  when  the  *'  Egyptians"  became  impatient  the  question 
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had  been  referred  to  Candidian,  whether  they  should  wait 
for  John  of  Antioch  or  proceed;  that  Candidian,  in  the 
emperor's  name,  bid  them  wait;  that  they  had  accepted 
his  decision,  but  the  "Egyptians" — whom  they  charged 
with  using  personal  violence — had  held  their  pretended 
council,  and  passed  an  illegal  sentence  of  deposition. 
They  begged  the  emperor  to  provide  for  their  safety,  and 
to  give  orders  that  a  council  should  be  held  in  the  usual 
form. 

The  cmincU  also  sent  a  synodal  epistle  to  the  emperor, 
simply  stating  that  they  had  deposed  Nestorius,  and 
begging  that  the  civil  power  might  be  put  in  action  to 
enforce  their  sentence. 

But  the  statements  of  Candidisui  and  Nestorios  had 
,  first  reached  the  emperor,  and  had  prepossessed  Theodosins 
strongly  against  the  council.  He  wrote  hastily  and  angrily, 
declaring  that  the  deposition,  which  had  been  decreed  in 
cabal  and  passion,  should  be  null  and  void,  and  that  none 
of  the  bishops  should  leave  Ephesus  before  the  arrival  of 
an  imperial  commissioner,  as  an  associate  to  Candidian, 
when  the  disputed  points  should  be  examined  by  the  whok 
council. 

In  reply  to  this  missive,  Cyril  and  the  other  leaders  of 
the  Catholic  party  wrote  to  justify  themselves  for  acting 
before  the  arrival  of  John,  and  begged  that  five  of  their 
number  might  repair  to  court  to  give  a  true  account  of  all 
that  had  happened.  They  asserted  that  they  had  the 
assent  of  the  whole  Catholic  Church  to  their  proceedings, 
and  enclosed  the  acts  of  the  council 

Meanwhile  the  schismatics  had  sent  to  the  court  a 
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statement  of  the  (pretended)  deposition  of  Gynl  and 
Memnon,  a  deposition  the  more  impudent  as  they  were  but 
thirty-four  in  number,  and  their  adversaries  more  than  two 
hundred.  The  sentence,  again,  was  never  published  at  Ephe- 
SOS,  and  the  council  knew  nothing  of  their  proceedings. 

They  continued  to  forward  their  one-sided  statements, 
and  even  had  the  audacity  to  pretend  that  they  were 
only  going  to  the  church  to  pray,  when  the  riot  arose 
upon  the  occasion  of  their  attempt  to  ordain  a  successor 
to  Memnon. 

Meanwhile  the  envoys  from  Rome,  two  bishops  and  a 
priest,  made  their  appearance,  having  been  detained  a  long 
time  by  contrary  winds.  A  second  session  was  imme- 
diately heldj^  on  the  tenth  of  July,  when  a  letter  was  read 
from  Pope  Gaelestine,  containing  truly  apostolical  views  of 
the  episcopal  office.  He  quotes  the  promises  of  Christ  to 
His  Apostles  and  their  successors,  and  uses  the  significant 
words,  "This  office  of  teaching  has  descended  equally  upon 
aU  bishops ;  we  are  aU  engaged  in  it  by  hereditary  right, 
all  we  who  in  the  stead  of  the  Apostles  preach  the  word 
to  all  countries,  according  as  it  was  said  to  them,  '  Go  ye 
and  teach  all  nations.'  "* 

The  letter  was  received  with  acclamations,  and  the 
legates  on  the  following  day  confirmed  the  deposition  of 
Nestorius  in  the  name  of  Rome  and  the  West.  Informa- 
tion of  the  fact  was  at  once  sent  to  the  court  at  Constan- 
tinople, and  petition  preferred,  that  since  the  business 
upon  which  they  had  met  together  was  thus  happily 
concluded,  they  might  be  permitted  to  separate,  for  some 

*  Fleury,  b.  xxv.  c.  47. 
2   E 
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were  oppressed  by  poverty,  others  with  illness,  and  many 
had  even  fallen  victims  to  the  climate. 

Another  letter  to  the  clergy  and  laity  of  Constantino^^ 
acquainted  them  officially  with  the  deposition  of  Nestcmns, 
and  exhorted  them  to  pray  for  the  appointment  of  a  woiAy 
successor. 

They  then  cited  John  of  Antioch  to  appear  before  ihcm, 
to  answer  for  his  share  in  the  audacious  deposition  of 
Cyril  and  Memnon;  but  he  was  surrounded  by  soldien 
and  others,  who  threatened  the  lives  of  the  me8sengei& 
A  second  citation  was  nevertheless  sent,  with. a  like  result; 
and  then  a  third.  But  Nestorius  and  his  party  absolutely 
refused  all  communication,  whereupon  John  of  AntioA 
was  himself  excommunicated  with  his  adherents. 

At  length  the  associate  promised  to  Candidian  arrived, 
Count  John  by  name,  with  full  powers  from  the  emperor. 
He  visited  the  bishops  of  each  party  separately,  for  their 
dissensions  prevented  any  hope  of  seeing  them  altogether. 
Soldiers  were  even  stationed  between  them  to  keep  the 
peace  between  their  respective  followers,  so  sad  was  the 
discord. 

At  length  a  meeting  was  organized,  at  the  expense  of 
the  absence  of  Cyril  on  the  one  hand,  and  KestoriuA  on 
the  other,  and  the  letter  of  Theodosius  was  read.  It  ^ws 
most  unsatisfactory  to  both  parties,  for  it  recognised  and 
confirmed  the  depositions  of  NestoriuSy  Memnon^  and  Cjff4 
as  if  the  three  had  been  deposed  by  the  whole  oounci], 
and  those  bishops  were  immediately  put  under  arrest 

This  proceeding  naturally  caused  great  grief  to  tie 
Catholics,  who  perceived  that  the  emperor   had  been 
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grossly  misinformed  of  the  true  state  of  the  case.  In  fact 
the  whole  correspondence  had  been  grievously  tampered 
with,  and  their  successive  communications  delayed. 

They  wrote  again  protesting  against  the  great  injustice 
to  Cyril  and  Memnon  (who  bore  their  imprisonment  most 
meekly),  declaring  in  the  most  emphatic  manner  that  they 
had  deposed  none,  save  the  heretic  Nestorius,  and  praying 
that  their  two  companions  might  be  at  once  restored  to 
them.  Not  only  did  they  write  to  the  court,  but  to  the 
Faithful  in  the  city,  especially  to  one  Dalmatius,  a  well- 
known  abbot  revered  for  his  sanctity.  They  added  a 
postscript :  "  The  hot  and  pestilential  air  kills  us.  Scarcely 
a  day  passes  without  a  funeral,  and  our  servants  have  all 
gone  away  sick  to  their  homes;  but  hnow  that  we  will 
perish  here  sooner  than  do  aught  save  that  our  Lord  hath 
ordained." 

But  these  letters  had  small  chance  of  reaching  Con- 
stantinople. All  the  avenues  of  communication  were 
guarded  jealously  by  the  partisans  of  Nestorius,  who  felt 
that  if  the  emperor  once  came  to  know  the  whole  truth 
their  cause  was  ruined. 

All  their  vigilance  was,  however,  frustrated.  A  beggar 
concealed  the  letters  in  the  hollow  of  his  staff,  and,  begging 
his  bread  from  door  to  door,  passed  the  cordon  of  guards 
and  spies,  and  delivered  the  precious  missives  safely  into 
the  hands  of  the  Faithful  of  Constantinople. 

The  Catholics  at  once  addressed  Theodosius  on  behalf 
of  their  brethren  in  terms  no  less  vigorous  than  respectful, 
but  a  more  forcible  appeal  was  at  hand.  Fired  with  zeal 
by  the  news  from  Ephesus,  the  clergy  and  the  various 
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orders  of  monks  sallied  forth  and  aroused  the  popnlaoe. 
Dalmatius,  who  had  not  left  his  monastery  for  forty-eig^t 
years,  imagined  himself  warned  by  a  heavenly  voice  to 
place  himself  at  their  head.  Filling  the  air  with  ibe 
thunder  of  chanted  psahns,  they  approached  the  palace. 
Theodosius  admitted  a  deputation  to  an  immediate  inte^ 
view,  and  granted  the  boon  they  asked — permission  for 
the  representatives  of  the  Catholic  party  to  approach  his 
person.  The  multitude  returned,  chanting  the  150th 
Psalm,  and  in  the  church  of  S.  Moschiis,  at  the  further 
extremity  of  the  city,  Dalmatius  ascended  the  pulpit,  read 
the  letter  from  Ephesus,  related  the  interview  with  the 
emperor,  and  the  promise  that  the  Catholic  members  of 
the  council  should  be  permitted  to  approach  his  person; 
upon  which  the  multitude  separated,  filling  the  city  with 
the  cry,  "  Let  Nestorius  be  anathema." 

Theodosius  now  gave  orders  that  eight  deputies  from 
each  party  should  repair  to  Chalcedon,  where  during  the 
first  week  of  September  he  gave  them  audience. 

As  soon  as  the  deputies  had  set  out,  he  despatched  oideis 
to  Nestorius  to  leave  Ephesus,  but  to  choose  his  place 
of  retirement.  He  chose  at  once  the  monastery  near 
Antioch,  where  he  had  received  his  education,  and  was 
furnished  with  the  means  of  conveyance  thither. 

When  the  deputies  reached  Chalcedon,  they  were  ordered 
to  remain  there,  as  the  emperor  feared  their  presence  mi^ 
endanger  the  peace  of  the  city  if  they  reached  Constanti- 
nople. Thither  he  repaired  to  meet  them,  and  gave  them 
five  distinct  audiences.  Theodoret  of  Cyrus  was  the 
leading  spirit  amongst  the  Nestorians ;  but  his  letters  and 
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speeches  evince  confusion  of  thought  rather  than  deliberate 
heresy. 

The  Catholic  deputies  refused  to  argue  the  doctrinal 
question  before  the  emperor,  but  simply  discussed  its  legal 
bearings.  The  Nestorians  showed  their  unsoundness  by 
their  desire  to  appeal  to  Caesar  touching  the  things  which 
were  of  God.  This  appeared  to  give  them  the  advantage 
at  first,  and  they  confidently  expected  victory.  Their 
friends  came  in  great  numbers  from  Constantinople,  and 
they  regaled  them  with  long  sermons,  which,  like  modem 
Puritans,  they  appeared  to  prefer  to  the  services  of  the 
Church. 

But  as  the  case  became  clearer  to  the  mind  of  Theodo- 
sius,  the  hopes  of  the  heretics  declined,  and  the  letters 
of  Theodoret  to  his  friends  evince  increasing  dejection, 
especially  after  the  news  of  the  banishment  of  Nestorius 
to  Antioch  reached  his  partizans  at  Chalcedon. 

After  the  fifth  audience  the  decision  was  pronounced, 
the  deposition  of  Nestorius  was  confirmed,  and  Cyril  and 
Memnon  were  ordered  to  return  to  their  sees.  The  council 
was  ordered  to  dissolve,  and  the  several  bishops  to  return 
to  their  dioceses.  At  this  blow  the  Nestorians  lost  all  hope. 
They  appealed  piteously  to  Theodosius,  telling  him,  with 
reproaches  and  entreaties,  that  "  they  were  free  from  his 
blood;"  but  all  was  in  vain. 

The  Catholic  deputies  proceeded  to  Constantinople, 
where,  after  some  division  of  opinion,  they  appointed 
Maximian  bishop  of  that  city,  and  he  was  consecrated  on 
October  25th,  431,  four  months  after  the  deposition  of 
Nestorius. 
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Meanwhile  John  and  his  companions  proceeded  home- 
ward from  Ephesus,  with  bitterness  in  their  hisarts,  and 
determined  on  opposition  to  the  last.  At  Ancyia  they 
wrote  to  Maximian,  saying  that  they  neither  recognized 
him,  nor  those  who  had  ordained  him,  as  bishops  at  all  At 
Tarsus  they  held  another  council,  and  solemnly  deposed 
Cyril,  and  all  the  bishops  also  who  had  been  at  Constan- 
tinople to  ordain  Maximian,  seven  in  number,  induding 
the  Papal  legate.  Not  yet  satisfied,  at  Antioch  they  held 
yet  another  council,  in  which  the  Eastern  bishops  ratified 
the  depositions  already  pronounced,  writing  also  to  the 
emperor,  begging  him  to  prohibit  the  circulation  of  tie 
abhorred  anathemas  of  Cyril. 

To  allay  these  animosities,  Theodosius  requested  Cjril 
and  John  to  meet  at  Nicomedia ;  but  John  refused  to  come 
excepting  upon  absolute  compulsion.  They  held,  howevff, 
another  council  at  Antioch,  in  which  they  drew  up  six 
propositions,  to  which  they  required  the  assent  of  Cyril  as 
a  preliminary  to  any  further  communication. 

Acacius  of  Berrhaea  sent  the  propositions  to  Cyril,  who 
had  already  made  his  triumphant  entry  into  Alexandm, 
received  as  a  conqueror  returning  fix)m  a  mighty  conflict 
In  reply,  Cyril  anathematized  Apollinarius,  and  affiimed 
his  steadfast  belief  that  Jesus  Christ  was  "perfect  God 
and  perfect  Man,  yet  not  two,  but  <wte  Christ.*' 

John  of  Antioch  and  Acacius  were  disposed  to  receive 
the  statements  of  Cyril  as  sufificient ;  Theodoret  of  Cyras 
regarded  them  as  a  virtual  recantation  of  the  twebe 
anathemas — an  opinion  simply  grounded  upon  his  own 
misconstruction  of  the  latter;  but  Alexander  of  Hieia- 
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polls  was  SO  horrified  at  their  leniency  towwls  the 
'*  Egyptian"  that  he  prayed  the  earth  might  open  and 
swallow  him  up. 

However,  it  was  agreed  that  an  emissary  should  be  sent 
to  Cyril  with  conditions  of  peace,  and  Paul,  the  aged 
Bishop  of  Emesa,  undertook  the  oflBce,  bearing  letters  from 
John.  As  a  necessary  duty,  Cyril  required  that  Paul  should 
acknowledge  Maximian  and  anathematize  the  impieties 
of  Nestorius,  which  he  clid,  and  was  therefore  permitted 
to  attend  the  services  of  the  Alexandrian  Church.  On 
Christmas  Day,  jld.  432,  he  preached  in  the  cathedral 
in  the  pi-esence  of  Cjoil,  and  set  forth  the  Catholic  doctrine 
in  such  plain  and  unequivocal  language  that  he  was  twice 
interrupted  by  the  acclamations  of  the  people — "Welcome, 
O  orthodox  bishop,  worthy  of  Cyril,  gift  of  God."  A  second 
sermon  on  the  octave  of  Christmas  was  equally  weU  re- 
ceived. 

Meanwhile  tumults  and  misrepresentations  at  Constan- 
tinople had  to  be  repressed  before  peace  could  really  be 
made;  and  it  is  deeply  to  be  regretted  that  bribery  was 
the  chief  instrument  by  which  this  was  effected,  imder 
the  form  of  "  eulogise,"  or  presents,  which  were  profusely 
showered  from  Alexandria  upon  those  in  of^ce  at  court;  so 
that  Epiphanius,  the  archdeacon  of  that  city,  complained 
that  the  church  was  stripped,  and  that  they  owed  the 
Coimt  Ammonius  fifteen  hundred  pounds*  weight  of  gold. 

Upon  the  return  of  Paul  of  Emesa  to  Antioch,  bearing 
conciliatory  messages  from  Alexandria,  John  of  Antioch 
at  last  yielded,  and  consented  to  the  deposition  of  Nes- 
toriuSy  formally  anathematizing  his  doctrines.    Xheodoret 
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of  Cyrus  still  held  out,  and  denounced  the  weakness  of 
John ;  but  when,  in  the  following  year,  it  was  intimated 
to  him  that  he  must  choose  between  reconciliation  and 
banishment,  he  consented  to  acknowledge  the  orthodoxy 
of  Cyril  and  John,  and  this  concession  was  accepted 
without  his  being  required  further  to  acknowledge  the 
deposition  of  his  friend  Nestorius. 

But  even  this  concession  could  not  satisfy  Alexander  of 
Hierapolis.  He  declared  he  would  sooner  suffer  t«i 
thousand  deaths  than  be  reconciled  to  the  Egyptian, 
unless  he  would  anathematize  his  own  twelve  articles. 
"Should  all  the  men  who  have  ever  lived,"  he  said,  "rise 
from  the  dead,  and  call  the  abomination  of  Egypt  'prfy/ 
I  should  yet  prefer  the  knowledge  God  has  given  me." 
These  words  supply  a  sufficient  key  to  his  character. 

Yet  he  was  in  other  respects  a  most  pious  old  man,  and 
when  he  left  his  bishopric,  in  obedience  to  the  edicts  the 
whole  city  of  Hierapolis  was  in  strange  commotion.  The 
people  wept  aloud  in  the  streets,  saying  they  had  lost  their 
friend  and  pastor,  who  had  instructed  them  from  child- 
hood. They  praised  his  doctrine  and  the  sanctity  of  his 
life.  They  uttered  invectives  against  the  emperor,  and, 
indeed,  some  threatened  suicide  unless  their  bishop  was 
restored.  But  neither  Alexander  nor  the  government 
would  yield,  and  they  lost  th^ir  saint. 

All  this  time  Nestorius  had  remained  in  his  monastery 
near  Antioch.  But  after  the  last  of  his  followers  had  either 
given  way  or  been  banished,  the  edicts  of  Theodosins 
were  directed  against  the  great  heresiarch  himself.  It  was 
enacted  that  his  followers  should  be  styled  "  Simonians," 
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after  Simon  Magus,  with  what  reason  it  is  difficult  now  to 
perceive ;  that  his  books  should  be  publicly  burned,  and 
his  disciples  prevented  from  meeting  for  pubKc  worship. 

The  following  year,  436,  he  was  banished  to  Petra,  and 
all  his  property  confiscated  for  the  use  of  the  Church  of 
Constantinople.  Afterwards  he  was  removed  to  an  oasis 
of  the  Libyan  deserts,  where  no  friendly  sympathy  could 
possibly  cheer  him ;  and  here,  while  employed  in  writing 
a  defence  of  his  life  and  conduct,  he  was  taken  captive  by 
a  wandering  tribe  of  savages,  who  released  him  near  the 
frontiers  of  civilization.  He  reported  himself  at  once  to 
the  authorities,  but  they  chose  to  consider  his  compulsory 
return  from  banishment  as  a  crime,  and  hurried  him  from 
one  place  of  exile  to  another,  allowing  him  no  rest,  until 
Ms  health  gave  way,  and  the  unhappy  prelate  breathed  his 
last.  It  was  currently  reported  that  his  fate  resembled 
that  of  Herod,  and  that  the  rain  would  not  fall  upon  his 
grave;  but  we  can  but  ascribe  the  traditions  to  theo- 
logical bitterness,  unworthy  of  Christians.  His  crime  had 
been  an  attempt  to  reduce  the  mystery  of  the  Incarnation 
within  the  compass  of  human  understanding,  whUe  he 
mercilessly  persecuted  all  who  differed  from  him ;  but  his 
heresy  was  made  the  occasion  of  establishing  the  truth, 
and  the  decisions  of  the  council  of  Ephesus  have  been 
accepted  by  the  whole  Catholic  Church  from  that  date 
until  the  present  day. 

But  the  doctrines  of  Nestorius,  proscribed  in  the  West, 
became  triumphant  in  the  East  after  a  short  lapse  of  time. 
The  Christians  beyond  the  limits  of  the  empire,  especially 
the  Persians,  took  up  the  cause  of  Nestorius  with  enthu- 
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siasm,  maintaining  that  he  had  been  unjustly  condemned, 
and  that  his  adversaries  denied  the  distinction  between 
the  Divine  and  Human  natures  in  Christ,  The  famous 
school  of  Edessa,  which  had  long  flourished  as  the  chief 
theological  college  of  the  East,  received  his  doctrines,  and 
instructed  their  youth  in  the  Nestorian  tenets,  translating 
the  works  of  Theodore  of  Mopsuestia  and  Nestorius  into 
Persian  and  Arabic. 

But  the  famous  Barsamas  of  Nisibis,  expelled  from 
Edessa,  laboured  for  half  a  century  on  behalf  of  the 
Nestorian  cause,  and  ultimately  persuaded  the  Persian 
monarch  to  limit  toleration  to  the  Nestorian  Christians, 
and  to  banish  aU  the  Catholics.  As  the  empire  had  taken 
the  opposite  course,  the  jealousy  of  the  Persians  caused 
them  to  embrace  the  cause  of  the  schismatics  with  ardonr. 
The  city  of  Seleucia  was  made  the  principal  seat  of  their 
"  Catholicos,"  or  patriarch,  and  it  eventually  became  the 
Eome  of  the  East,  while  the  Christians  of  Asia,  almost 
without  exception,  submitted  to  his  authority. 

A  famous  college  was  established  at  Nisibis,  whence 
missionaries  spread  their  tenets  through  Egypt,  Syria, 
Arabia,  Tartary,  India,  and  China.  Their  doctrines,  as 
finally  settled  by  a  succession  of  councils  held  at  Seleucia, 
may  be  thus  summed  up : 

(1.)  That  in  the  Saviour  of  the  world  there  were  two 
Persons — the  one  Divine,  the  Eternal  Word;  the  other 
Human,  the  Man  Christ  Jesus. 

(2.)  That  these  two  Persons  had  only  one  aspect. 

(3.)  That  the  union  formed  at  the  moment  when  onr 
Lord  was  conceived  by  the  Holy  Ghost  was  never  to  he 
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dissolved,  but  yet  was  only  one  of  will  and  affection,  not 
of  unity  of  Person. 

(4.)  That  Christ  was,  therefore,  to  be  carefully  dis- 
tinguished from  God,  who  dwelt  in  Him  as  in  a  temple, 

I 

and  that,  therefore,  Mary  was  to  be  called  the  Christotokos, 
not  the  Theotokos — ^the  mother  of  Christ,  not  of  God. 

This  communion,  thus  established,  extended  itself  over 
the  whole  continent  of  Asia ;  it  numbered  its  children  by 
tens  of  millions,  and  possessed  twenty-five  provinces  at 
the  period  of  its  greatest  grandeur.  It  fell  at  length 
during  the  fearful  storms  of  carnage  and  desolation  which 
swept  over  Asia  in  the  thirteenth  century,  and  the  dark- 
ness of  paganism  succeeded. 


CHAPTER  XXII. 

FROM  THE  COUNCIL  OF  EPHESUS  TO   THE 

LATROCINIUM. 

A.D.  430-44d. 

TnvUEING  the  progress  of  the  Nestorian  controversy 
-■-^  many  important  events  occurred  in  various  portions 
of  the  Church ;  but  we  have  thought  it  better  to  defer 
their  narration  to  the  present  chapter,  in  order  that  the 
attention  of  the  reader  might  not  be  distracted  from  the 
consecutive  events  of  that  most  important  controversy. 

Foremost  in  interest  to  ourselves  is,  perhaps,  the  mission 
of  S.  Germanus,  Bishop  of  Auxerre,  and  S.  Lupus  of 
Troyes,  to  Britain,  where  they  were  invited  in  order  that 
they  might  dispel  the  grievous  contagion  of  the  Pelagian 
heresy,  which,  banished  from  the  rest  of  Christendom, 
seemed  to  have  found  a  last  home  in  Britain,  whence  the 
founder,  Pelagius,  had  emerged. 

The  chief  teacher  of  these  pernicious  doctrines  was  one 
Agricola,  the  son  of  a  Pelagian  bishop ;  and  Bede  relates 
that  the  faithful  few,  almost  despairing  of  success,  besought 
the  aid  of  the  two  far-famed  Gallic  bishops. 

They  readily  complied  with  the  petition,  and,  putting  to 
sea,  sailed  across  the  channel,  notwithstanding  (as  Bede 
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tells  us)  the  opposition  of  the  demons,  who  raised  storm 
and  tempest  against  them.  Having  arrived,  they  performed 
many  miracles,  and  filled  the  whole  island  with  the  fame 
of  their  eloquence  and  wisdom,  so  that  the  Faithful  were 
confirmed,  and  the  wandering  recalled. 

At  length  the  Pelagians  took  courage  to  enter  the  lists, 
and  challenged  the  Gallic  missionaries  to  meet  them  in 
public  disputation  at  the  town  of  Verulam,  famous  for  the 
shrine  of  the  martyr,  S.  Alban. 

Th.e  challenge  was  accepted,  and  the  Pelagians  came  to 
the  contest  attended  by  a  crowd  of  partizans  gorgeously 
apparelled,  and  supported  by  the  flattering  sympathy  of 
the  weaker  brethren. 

An  immense  multitude  assembled,  and  stood  as  specta- 
tors and  judges  between  the  disputants.  On  the  one  side, 
says  Bede,  was  Divine  Faith,  on  the  otJiefr  human  presump- 
tion ;  on  the  (me  side  Pelagius,  on  the  oihfr  Christ. 

Germanus  and  Lupus  permitted  their  adversaries  to 
speak  first,  and  the  Pelagians  spoke  for  a  long  time  with 
much  empty  eloquence. 

Then  the  holy  bishops  replied  with  evangelical  doc- 
trine, supported  by  weighty  proofs  from  Scripture.  They 
supported  their  statements  by  quotations  from  the  most 
eminent  saijjts,  whose  written  testimony  they  read  to  the 
multitude. 

So  marvellous  was  the  effect  of  their  discourse  that  the 
people  greeted  them  with  thundering  acclamations,  and 
were  hardly  restrained  by  the  victors  from  laying  violent 
hands  on  the  heretics,  who  themselves  confessed  and  ab- 
jured their  errors. 
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The  missionaries,  thus  victorious,  repaired  to  the  tomb  of 
S.  Alban,  wheie  they  offered  their  thanks  to  God,  who  had 
caused  the  truth  to  become  manifest  S.  Grermanus  opened 
the  tomb  and  deposited  in  it  several  relics  which  he  had 
brought  from  Gaul,  and  taking  from  the  tomb  some  dust, 
said  to  be  crimson  with  the  blood  of  the  martyr,  he  left 
the  shrine.  He  afterwards  built  a  church  at  Auxerre  to 
the  memory  of  S.  Alban,  and  deposited  the  precious  "  dust" 
therein. 

Shortly  after  this  conference  the  Saxons  and  Picts,  with 
their  united  forces,  made  war  upon  the  Britons,  who  felt 
themselves  unequal  to  their  adversaries,  since  the  flower 
of  their  youth  had  been  carried  away  from  time  to  time,  fe) 
shed  their  blood  in  the  vain  endeavour  to  stem  the  torrent 
of  barbarian  invasion  on  the  Continent,  leaving  their  own 
homes  almost  defenceless  against  the  foe.     In  this  distress 
they  implored  the  prayers  of  Germanus  and  Lupus,  who, 
hastening  to  their  afflicted  disciples,  infused  such  courage 
that  it  might  have  been  supposed  they  had  brought  mili- 
tary reinforcements.    Lent  was  at  hand,  and  was  observed 
with  the  deepest  signs  of  repentance  and  devotion.  Many 
of  the  soldiers  yet  unbaptized  received  that  saa^ament 
from  the  Gallic  bishops.    The  feast  of  Easter  was  cele- 
brated in  the  army  with  great  enthusiasm,  and,  relying 
upon  the  Divine  assistance,  the  Britons  ceased  to  fear  tie 
foe.    Germanus  himself  volunteered  to  be  their  leader, 
and  drew  up  his  forces  on  the  slopes  of  a  valley  sur- 
rounded by  hills,    A  multitude  of  fierce  enemies  entered 
the  defile,  when  Germanus  instructed  his  troops  to  repeat 
his  words,  and,  when  the  foe  was  safely  within  the  toils, 
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sliouted  three  times,  with  the  surrounding  priests,  "  Alle- 
luia!" A  universal  shout  of  *' Alleluia*'  followed,  and 
the  hills  returning  the  echo,  the  enemy  was  struck  with 
drecid,  and  casting  down  tlieir  arms  fled  on  all  sides,  while 
the  Britons  became  inactive  spectators  of  a  bloodless 
victory.  Having  thus  conquered  the  temporal  as  well  as 
the  spiritual  foes  of  the  Britons,  Germanus  and  Lupus 
returned  to  Gaul  amidst  their  fervent  blessings. 

But  it  was  the  last  gleam  of  sunshine  which  fell  upon 
tiie  ancient  Britidi  Church.  Her  people  fell  away  again 
into  various  forms  of  heresy,  and  into  grievous  moral 
corruption,  so  grievous  that  not  only,  says  Bede,  were  all 
the  bonds  of  truth  and  justice  broken,  but  men  seemed 
unaware  that  such  virtues  had  ever  existed. 

The  tide  of  Saxon  invasion  increased  with  fearful 
vi(dence;  civilization  vanished  before  the  barbarism  of 
our  heathen  forefathers ;  whole  cities,  with  their  inhabi- 
tants, were  destroyed,  every  vestige  of  Roman  luxury 
and  art  being  trampled  under  foot  by  the  stern  and 
savage  invaders.  No  mercy  was  shown  to  the  priest  at 
the  altar  or  tiie  family  at  the  hearth,  and  the  miserable 
fugitives  were  driven  houseless  into  the  forests,  whence 
driven  again  by  hunger  they  were  sometimes  forced  to 
emerge,  to  become  the  sport  or  the  slaves  of  the  savage 
barbarians. 

Many,  however,  found  refuge  in  Cornwall  or  Wales, 
where  they  preserved  some  vestiges  of  the  true  Faith 
throughout  the  night  of  spiritual  darkness  which  followed 
the  Saxon  conquest — a  conquest  which  occupied  succes- 
sive generations. 
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But  the  light  forsaking  England  shone  upon  Ireland. 
S.  Patrick  began  his  ministry  in  the  year  432.  He  was 
born  about  the  year  377,  in  the  city  of  Alcuid,  now  called 
Dumbarton,  in  Scotland.  At  the  age  of  sixteen  he  was 
taken  by  pirates  and  carried  captive  to  Ireland^  where  he 
was  sold  to  a  pagan  prince  of  XJlster,  whose  cowherd  he 
became ;  and  it  was  during  his  captivity  in  the  midst  of 
utter  desolation  that  the  love  of  God,  he  tells  us,  became 
as  a  burning  fire  within  him,  so  that  regardless  of  snow  or 
rain,  summer's  scorching  heat  or  winter's  piercing  cold,  he 
continued  in  prayer  on  lone  mountain  top  or  desolate 
heath.  After  awhile,  delivered  from  captivity,  he  repaired 
to  Gaul,  where  he  is  said  to  have  studied  under  S.  Ger- 
manus,  and  to  have  received  the  monastic  tonsure.  Thence 
he  repaired  to  Italy,  and  spent  seven  years  in  visiting 
monastery  after  monastery,  learning  something  jfrom  each, 
to  be  turned  to  future  account.  There  he  was  ordained 
priest,  probably  at  Pisa,  where  he  remained  three  years. 
And  now  his  heart  yearned  to  preach  the  good  tidings  of 
the  gospel  amongst  those  from  whom  he  had  sufifered  such 
grievous  wrongs;  and  he  returned  to  Ireland  as  a  mis- 
sionary in  the  true  spirit  of  that  Master  who  even  firom 
the  cross  prayed  for  His  enemies. 

At  first  he  met  with  such  little  success  that  he  returned 
discouraged  to  Gaul,  and,  after  some  years  had  elapsed,  was 
sent  by  S.  Germanus  with  letters  of  recommendation  to 
Pope  Caelestine,  by  whom  he  was  ordained  bishop,  and  aent 
to  Ireland  in  the  year  432. 

And  now  it  pleased  God  marvellously  to  bless  his 
labours.  Miracles  are  said  to  have  accompanied  his  minis- 
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irations,  city  after  city  received  the  truth.  He  founded  the 
metropolitan  see  of  Armagh,  which  became  a  centre  of 
spiritual  life,  and  before  his  death,  which  occurred  A.D. 
ieO,  at  the  age  of  eighty-three,  he  had  the  happiness  of 
beholding  Ireland  a  Christian  nation. 

The  Church  in  the  empire  had  long  enjoyed  rest  from 
pagan  intolerance;  but  we  have  again  to  relate  a  cruel 
persecution  to  which  the  Christians  were  subjected  in 
Persia.  The  king,  Isdegerdes,  had  been  so  favourably  im- 
pressed by  the  preaching  of  an  eminent  missionary  named 
Maruthas,  that  he  had  been  almost  on  the  point  of  em- 
bracing the  Faith,  when  the  imprudent  zeal  of  a  bishop 
named  Abdas,  who  cast  down  a  temple,  sacred  to  the  fire- 
god,  destroyed  the  fair  prospect.  Isdegerdes  required  the 
restoration  of  the  temple,  but  Abdas  preferred  the  death  of 
a  martyr,  and  his  execution  was  followed  by  a  most  cruel 
persecution  which  lasted  thirty  years.  One  of  the  most 
touching  incidents  connected  with  the  persecution  is  the 
story  of  the  deacon  Benjamin,  who  was  offered  life  upon 
the  simple  condition  of  abstaining  from  teaching  and  pro- 
pagating the  Faith.  "  How  can  I,"  he  said,  "  to  whom  God 
has  mercifully  given  light,  withhold  it  f]X)m  others  ?"  and 
he  was  eventually  put  to  most  grievous  torture.  Eemaining 
constant  to  the  last,  he  was  sentenced  to  the  frightful  death 
af  being  impaled. 

Many  fugitives  crossed  the  frontier,  and  took  refuge  in 

the  dominions  of  Theodosius.     Isdegerdes  demanded  their 

extradition,  but  the  Christian  emperor  indignantly  refused 

to  yield  the  confessors.    War  was  accordingly  declared. 

2  F 
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The  mountains  of  Armenia  were  filled  with  hostile  armie^ 
and  God  gave  the  victory  to  the  protectors  of  His  ser- 
vants. Ten  thousand  of  the  "  Immortals  "  were  slain  in 
the  attack  upon  the  Roman  camp,  and  seven  thousand 
captives  must  have  perished  of  hunger,  had  they  not 
been  saved  by  the  generous  charity  of  Acacius,  Bishop 
of  Amida,  who  even  sold  the  sacred  vessels  to  piocuie 
food  and  to  ransom  the  perishing  Persians,  whom  he  sent 
back  to  their  king  to  tell  him  the  true  character  of  the 
Faith  he  persecuted.  Isdegerdes  was  deeply  moved,  and 
invited  Acacius  to  visit  his  court.  A  truce  of  one  hundred 
years  was  ratified  between  the  two  governments,  the  p»- 
secution  ceased,  and  an  amicable  partition  of  Armeni* 
shed  lustre  upon  the  reign  of  Theodosius  the  younger. 

On  the  very  day  the  council  of  Ephesns  was  opened, 
June  22nd,  A.D.  431,  S.  Paulinus  of  Nola  was  called  to 
his  rest.  He  had  been  forcibly  ordained  at  Barcelona  oo 
Christmas  Day,  a.d.  394,  after  which  he  sold  his  whole 
estate,  and,  giving  it  to  the  poor,  came  into  Italy  and 
settled  at  Nola,  where  he  spent  a  most  holy  life,  retiring 
to  a  suburban  residence  near  the  church  of  S.  Felix,  fe 
whom  he  had  a  special  veneration.  He  was  finaUr 
ordained  Bishop  of  Nola,  and  held  the  see  about  twenty 
years.  The  gentleness  of  his  character  and  the  equity  rf 
his  administration  made  him  universally  loved.  Ks 
reputation  as  a  poet  and  hymn-writer  was  also  very  hi^ 
In  his  seventy-eighth  year  he  was  seized  with  an  attack 
of  pleurisy,  and  two  of  his  episcopal  brethren  came  to 
visit  him. 

He  desired  them  to  celebrate  the  Holy  Eucharist  bjr 
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iiis  bedside.    When  all  was  finislied,  he  suddenly  ex- 
claimed, "  Where  are  my  brothers  ? "  an  exclamation  he 

'  afterwards  explained  by  stating  that  S.  Martin  and  S. 
Januarins  had  seemed  to  be  present  with  him  during  the 
administration,  and  had  told  him  they  would  presently  be 
with  him  again.  At  the  hour  of  vespers,  when  the  short 
office  was  usually  said,  at  the  lighting  of  the  evenii^ 
lamps,  he  stretched  out  his  hands,  and  exclaimed,  "I  have 
prepared  a  lamp  for  Mine  Anointed."  (Ps.  cxxxii.  17.) 
Hien  an  interval  of  silence  succeeded,  until  at  the  fourth 
hour  of  the  night  the  hall  was  shaken  as  by  an  earth- 
quake, and  all  present  fell  on  their  knees  to  pray.  They 
looked  up ;  he  was  gone,  his  face  appearing  white  as  snow. 
It  was  at  the  same  hour  that  the  populace  of  Antioch 

'  were  filling  the  streets  with  their  rejoicings  over  the 
condemnation  of  Nestorius. 

During  the  eight  years  which  followed  the  siege  of 
Hippo,  the  African  Church  suflfered  a  most  cruel  persecu- 
tion from  the  hands  of  the  Vandal,  Genseric,  the  con- 
queror of  Africa.  This  remorseless  tyrant,  after  the 
unhappy  invitation  of  Boniface  had  introduced  his  power 
into  Africa,  knew  no  rest  until  the  whole  province  was  in 
his  hands.  Yet  his  task  was  no  easy  one.  He  had  suc- 
ceeded to  the  throne  during  the  minority  of  the  sons  of 
his  elder  brother,  and  the  regent  became  the  king.  The 
unfortunate  princes,  his  nephews,  grown  to  man's  estate, 
put  forth  their  claims  to  power,  but  only  to  find  an 
untimely  grave ;  while  their  unhappy  mother  was  thrown, 
by  the  tyrant's  order,  into  the  river  Ampsaga.  But  the 
public  discontent  broke  forth  into  dangerous  conspiracies, 


waa  cold  and  sarcastic,  save  when  his  anger  w 
when  it  waa  very  dangerous  to  oppose  hiTn.  He 
the  luxuries  of  other  men,  his  chosen  indnlgi 
the  gratification  of  cruelty  and  revei^e. 

Advancing  with  slow  yet  certain  steps,  like 
inundation,  province  after  province,  city  after  ci 
to  his  arms.  The  arts  of  war  and  peace  were  si 
exerted.  Treaties  were  made,  kept  when  it 
purpose,  violated  when  their  violation  was  profi 
the  Roman  power  alone  survived  in  that  Cartl 
six  centuries  before  had  fallen  beneath  the  mi 
of  republican  !Rome. 

A  contemporary  writer,  Salvian,  tells  us  that 
the  unhappy  inhabituits  weie  such  as  to  merit 
vengeance.  Plunged  into  every  kind  of  vice, 
as  if  they  had  lost  their  seuses.  Everywhere 
see  drunkards,  crowned  and  perfumed.  Every 
filled  with  snares  against  chastity,  and  dens  < 
Hen  were  seen  in  the  streets  painted  and  hi 
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\eathen  rites  approached  the  Christian  altar.  But  all  the 
people  had  the  most  rooted  aversion  to  the  mpnks,  howso* 
ever  holy  and  pure  their  lives  might  be ;  so  that  if  one 
came  from  happier  countries  for  some  work  of  piety,  the 
moment  he  appeared  in  pubHc  he  was  assailed  with  loud 
laughs,  hissed  at,  and  loaded  with  curses. 

Hie  buildings  of  the  city  were  magnificent.  A  new  port^ 
the  envy  of  other  seaports,  had  been  recently  fijiished, 
and  schools,  colleges,  and  other  public  buildings  rose  on 
every  side,  while  cool  and  shady  groves  were  interspersed 
to  shield  the  people  from  the  African  sun. 

But  the  fall  of  their  greatness  was  now  at  hand.  A 
treacherous  peace  had  relaxed  their  vigilance ;  and  while 
they  were  simply  intent  upon  the  sports  of  the  circus, 
Genseric  drew  near,  and  the  city  was  surprised. 

The  unhappy  inhabitants  were  treated  with  the  usual 
cruelty,  and  reduced  to  utter  destitution.  The  whole  of 
their  property  was  appropriated,  and  the  attempt  to  secrete 
any  portion  of  it  punished  with  death  and  torture.  But 
yet  the  conquerors  were  better  men  than  the  vanquished 
in  many  respects.  Arians  and  heretics  they  indeed  were, 
but  they  held  the  fashionable  vices  of  Carthage  in  horror 
and  contempt.  The  frivolity  of  the  city  was  crushed 
'  beneath  their  iron  hand 

Genseric  partitioned  the  provinces  of  Africa  amongst 
his  followers,  and,  having  no  longer  an  enemy  to  dread, 
tamed  his  attention  to  religion.  He  ordered  the  Arians 
to  strip  the  bishops  of  all  they  had,  and  expel  them  from 
their  sees,  or,  if  they  resisted,  to  make  them  slaves  for 
life. 
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Quodvultdeas,  bishop  of  Carthi^e,  and  a  great  number 
of  his  cleigy,  being  thus  expelled,  were  stripped  of  eveij- 
thing  they  possessed,  and  put  on  board  some  rotten  ud 
erazy  ships  in  order  that  they  might  perish  at  sea.  Bj 
the  mercy  of  God  they  were  carried  by  wind  and  caneiA 
to  Naples,  where,  in  common  with  tens  of  thousands  of 
fogitives,  they  received  a  most  brotherly  welcoma  The 
Catholics  who  remained  were  forbidden  to  exercise  their 
worship,  and  were  even  compelled  to  bury  their  dead  in 
solemn  sHence,  without  prayer  or  hymn. 

The  bishops  of  some  of  the  desolated  provinces  waited 
upon  Genseric  as  he  walked  near  the  sea,  and  begged  1M 
although  deprived  of  their  churches  and  possessions,  thej 
might  yet  remain  to  minister  in  their  poverty  to  their 
afflicted  flocks. 

But  the  tyrant  w£^  with  difficulty  restrained,  bjr  fbe 
entreaties  of  those  around  him,  from  throwing  the  trem- 
bling suppliants  into  the  sea.  They  retired,  struck  wiiii 
grief,  and  began  to  celebrate  the  Holy  Mysteries,  like  their 
predecessors  imder  Diocletian,  in  dens  and  oaves  ol  thi 
earth. 

Such  was  the  downfall  of  the  Catholic  Churob  in 
Africa,  a  Church  which  had  far  exceeded  Borne  in  do- 
quence  and  learning,  although  not  in  the  self-devotioii  e( 
her  bishops.  Men  like  Tertullian,  Cyprian^  and  AugustiDe 
had  made  her  famous  throughout  the  world,  and  she  had 
more  than  once  testified  her  proud  spirit  of  independence 
in  opposition  to  the  mighty  prelates  of  Borne,  as  whoi 
Cyprian  opposed  Stephen,  or,  in  later  days,  his  suocesson 
opposed  Zosimus,  when  h^  supported  Pelagius. 
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But  the  days  of  her  glory  had  passed  away,  and, 
although  she  emerged  victorious  over  Arianism,  after  a 
fierce  persecution,  yet  she  never  recovered  her  former 
supremacy,  and  eventually  the  flood  of  Mohammedan 
invasion  overwhelmed  the  orthodox  and  unorthodox  in 
one  common  destruction. 

In  January,  A.D.  438,  Proclus,  the  Patriarch  of  Con- 
stantinople, yielded  to  the  pious  solicitation  of  the.  clergy 
and  laity  of  Constantinople,  and  obtained  the  imperial 
permission  to  translate  the  relics  of  S..  Chrysostom  from 
their  resting-place  at  Comana  to  the  city  in  which  he  had 
so  nobly  laboured  for  his  Lord,  whence  his  memory  had 
never  faded.  Therefore,  thirty-five  years  after  his  unjust 
deposition,  the  hallowed  remains  were  brought  to  Constan- 
tinople and  deposited  in  the  Church  of  the  Apostles,  on 
the  27th  of  January.  The  emperor  Theodosius  advanced 
to  meet  them,  and,  falling  prostrate  before  the  cofl&n, 
implored,  in  the  name  of  his  guilty  parents,  Arcadius  and 
£udoxia,  the  forgiveness  of  the  injured  saint. 

In  the  year  440,  Sixtus  of  Eome  died,  and  was  suc- 
ceoided  by  the  great  S.  Leo,  under  whose  pontificate  Eome 
■  made  very  important  advances  towards  that  supremacy 
'  which  she  afterwards  so  fully  attained.  Had  the  African 
Church  still  flourished  in  its  full  vigour  such  a  result 
might  never  have  followed;  but  her  removal  left  Eome 
without  a  rival  in  the  West,  and  the  patriarchates  of  the 
East  were  utterly  weakened  by  their  mutual  dissensions. 

But,  apart  from  these  considerations,  we  can  but  admire 
the  providence  of  God  in  raising  up  a  man  of  such  mighty 
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intellect  as  Leo — so  fervent  in  devotion,  so  brave  and  sdf- 
devoted — to  snatch  the  sceptre  as  it  fell  fix)m  the  nervdess 
grasp  of  the  degenerate  Caesars,  and  fight  the  battle  botii 
of  Church  and  state  in  this  awful  crisis,  when  civilization 
seemed  utterly  giving  way  before  the  barbarians. 

Had  not  Christianity  been  of  God  it  must  of  necessity 
have  sunk  with  the  fall  of  that  vast  social  fabric  imdw 
whose  shadow  it  had  arisen,  and  nothing  save  its  organiza- 
tion as  a  vast  spiritual  kingdom,  fitted  to  stand  alone 
when  the  secular  authority  failed,  could  have  saved  it, 
humanly  speaking. 

It  was  in  the  year  440  that  the  election  of  S.  Leo  took 
place,  while  he  was  absent  in  Gaul,  whither  he  had  gone 
to  reconcile  two  Eoman  generals,  whose  disunion  was  most 
dangerous  to  the  sinking  state. 

A  public  deputation  was  sent  to  summon  him  to  the 
Papal  chair,  and  the  Roman  Church  waited  in  unusiul 
patience  until  his  return.  There  was  no  opposition.  He 
eyes  of  the  whole  population  were  turned  upon  Leo.  He 
was  the  only  man  whom  they  could  choose  to  fill  as 
important  a  post,  which,  in  the  strange  course  of  affiant 
had  become  a  far  more  important  one  than  that  of  the 
successor  of  the  Caesars  when  the  temporal  power  'was' 
about  to  forsake  her  seat  upon  the  seven  hills,  like  "tie 
shadow  that  departeth,"  to  be  succeeded  by  a  spiritual 
power,  mighty  for  good,  if,  alas !  sometimes  mighty  abo 
for  evil. 

For  the  Huns,  imder  their  terrible  leader,  Attila»  "the 
scourge  of  God,"  had  appeared.  The  flood  of  barbarian 
immigration  had  carried  them  from  the  frontiers  of  China 
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to  those  of  the  empire,  where  they  paused  for  a  brief 
space,  while  they  kept  themselves  in  the  practice  of  blood- 
shed at  the  expense  of  the  tribes  of  Germany. 

While  on  the  one  hand  the  Eomans  trembled,  on  the 
other  hand  the  Persians  shuddered  at  the  name  of  this 
remorseless  horde  of  barbarians,  who  threatened  alike 
European  and  Asiatic  civilization. 

The  limited  knowledge  which  the  inhabitants  of  the 
civilized  regions  possessed  of  the  world  beyond  their  own 
frontiers  added  to  their  bewilderment.  The  wilderness 
which  the  imagination  of  their  ancestors  had  peopled  with 
fabulous  monsters,  now  yielded  in  verity  monstrous  men, 
short  in  stature,  but  of  prodigious  strength ;  of  olive  com- 
plexion and  ugly  in  features,  with  deep-seated  eyes,  flat 
noses,  and  disproportionate  forms.  We  can  excuse  the 
superstition  which  assigned  their  origin  to  the  union  of 
evil  spirits  with  hags  of  the  wilderness. 

Their  religion  was  of  the  worst  type  of  Paganism,  and 
its  chief  solemnity  the  offering  of  human  sacrifices  to  some 
sanguinary  deity.  Cutting  off  the  shoulder  and  arm  of  the 
vietimy  and  tossing  it  into  the  air,  they  foretold  future 
events  from  the  manner  in  which  the  mangled  mass 
reached  the  ground. 

At  the  accession  of  Leo,  the  empire  of  the  Huns  ex- 
tended &om  the  Baltic  Sea  on  the  north  to  the  Danube 
on  the  south,  and  from  the  Volga  on  the  east  to  the  Ehine 
on  the  west,  while  the  very  name  of  Attila  caused  the 
degenerate  citizens  of  Eome  to  speak  with  bated  breath  of 
liim  who  could  bring  into  the  field  an  army  of  seven 
hundred  thousand  barbarians. 
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Yet  they  strove  to  drown  their  apprehensions  by  im- 
limited  devotion  to  the  sports  of  the  circus. 

"One  might  think,"  writes  Salvian,  "that  tiie  whole 
Eoman  people  had  gorged  itself  with  sardonic  herbs.  The 
ghastliness  of  death  is  on  it,  and  it  laughs ;  but  in  all  the 
world  our  mirth  is  but  the  forerunner  of  our  weeping." 

At  length  the  crisis  came.  In  the  year  441,  the  barbarian 
host  crossed  the  Danube,  the  fortresses  which  defended  the 
Illyrian  frontier  were  swept  away  like  straw  before  the 
wind,  the  whole  breadth  of  the  peninsula,  from  the  Euxine 
to  the  Adriatic,  was  at  once  desolated  by  the  myriads  of 
human  locusts  who  followed  "  the  scourge  of  Gk)d." 

Unlike  his  warlike  ancestors,  Theodosius  did  not  take 
the  field  in  person,  but  he  recalled  the  troops  who  were 
aiding  the  Africans  against  the  Vandals,  and  the  garrisons 
from  the  Persian  frontier. 

A  large  army  assembled  in  the  Soman  name,  but  the 
Eoman  spirit  was  no  more.  In  three  successive  engage- 
ments the  forces  of  the  empire  were  miserably  overthrown. 
The  whole  East  fell  into  the  power  of  the  ferocious  Huns. 
Seventy  cities  were  literally  erased  from  the  map,  and 
the  walls  of  Constantinople  alone  shielded  Theodosiis 
and  his  court. 

Thus  humbled  and  reduced  to  despair,  the  emperor 
sought  for  peace,  or  rather  mercy,  and  obtained  it,  but 
only  upon  conditions  which  made  him  the  tributary  of 
Attila,  and  compelled  him  to  deliver  every  deserter  from 
the  camp  of  the  Huns,  who  had  found  refuge  within  the 
walls  of  the  city,  to  a  cruel  death  at  the  hands  of  the 
remorseless  conquerors. 
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The  only  retaliation  the  Bomans  dared  to  make  was  an 
unworthy  attempt  to  assassinate  the  fierce  tyrant,  whom 
they  regarded  as  the  incarnation  of  diabolic  power ;  but 
this  too  failed,  and  Attila  contemptuously  allowed  them 
to  atone  for  the  attempt  by  an  addition  to  the  tribute. 
Such  was  the  political  state  of  affairs  in  the  period  inmie- 
diately  succeeding  the  ''Third  Oeneral  Council'' 

In  the  year  444,  the  great  S.  Cyril  died  at  Alexandria, 
on  the  ninth  of  June,  having  governed  the  Church  there 
for  thirty-two  years,  during  which  he  had  been  as  truly 
the  champion  of  the  verity  of  om*  Lord's  Incarnation  as 
his  great  predecessor,  S.  Athanasius,  had  been  of  His 
Divinity.  He  was  unequal  in  wisdom  and  in  moderation  to 
his  sainted  predecessor,  yet  every  believer  in  the  om  Person 
and  two  Natures  of  our  Blessed  Lord  owes  S.  Cyril  a  debt 
of  gratitude.  His  fiery  and  impulsive  nature  often  led 
him  to  sacrifice  the  means  to  the  end ;  but  who  can  doubt 
that  his  heart  was  right  with  God,  and  that  if  he  some- 
times eired,  it  W6W  never  with  an  unworthy  motive,  never 
for  the  sake  of  self,  only  for  that  cause  which  he  honestly 
believed — the  cause  of  God  and  of  revealed  truth. 

He  was  succeeded  by  Dioscorus,  a  man  who,  previous  to 
his  elevation,  bore  a  high  character,  but,  as  we  shall  shortly 
perceive,  was  utterly  unworthy  to  sit  in  the  seat  of  S. 
CyriL 

He  began  his  episcopate  by  confiscating  the  property  of 
the  relations  of  his  predecessor,  under  the  false  pretence 
that  it  was  "  church  property,";  and  in  every  way  showed 
the  greatest  jealousy  of  the  reputation  of  S.  Cyril,  and  the 
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most  deadly  enmity  to  those  whom  that  saint  had  loved 
and  trusted.  He  did  not  even  hesitate  to  attempt  the 
assassination  of  the  more  prominent  objects  of  his  hatred, 
fearing,  perhaps,  that  by  their  means  his  own  misappro- 
priation of  church  property  and  scandalous  inconsistenqr 
might  be  published  to  the  world.  . 

But  events  were  ripening  fast  which  have  bestowed 
upon  him  an  unenviable  prominence  in  the  pages  of  the 
ecclesiastical  historian. 

When  Dalmatius  issued  from  his  convent  to  intercede 
with  Theodosius  on  behalf  of  the  orthodox  members  of 
the  "Third  General  Council,"  then  confined  at  Ephesus, 
he  was  accompanied  by  one  EutycheSy  the  abbot  of  a 
neighbouring  monastery,  revered,  like  himself  for  sanctity 
and  love  of  retirement — a  love  so  real  that  he  had  not 
passed  the  threshold  of  his  monastery  for  fifty  years, 
when  the  peril  of  the  Faith  called  him  forth. 

But  the  reaction  from  Nestorianism  drove  him  and 
many  others  into  an  opposite  error,  and  led  eventually  to 
the  formal  denial  of  the  perfect  Humanity  of  our  Lord; 
so  that  Eutyches  and  his  partisans  asserted  that  "con- 
fusion of  substance"  deprecated  in  the  Athanasicui  Creed, 
and  spoke  of  the  Sacred  Humanity  as  absorb^  in  the 
Divinity  as  a  drop  of  honey  might  be  in  the  ocean. 

Flavian  was  now  Bishop  of  Constantinople,  having 
succeeded  Proclus  in  the  year  447. 

He  was  holding  a  local  synod  of  his  clergy,  when 
Eusebius  of  Dorylaeum,  who  had  been  the  first  accuser  of 
Nestorius,  now  accused  Eutyches  of  the  opposite  heresy. 

Flavian,  startled  by  so  serious  an  accusation  against  a 
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man  of  such  reputed  sanctity,  earnestly  enquired,  "  Could 
not  Eusebius  visit  him  as  a  friend,  and  endeavour,  by  kind 
and  gentle  peisuasion,  to  lead  him  back  into  the  way  of 
truth?"  but  Eusebius  replied,  that  he  had. endeavoured 
to  do  so  many  times,  and  ''could  not  go  and  hear  him 
blaspheme  again." 

It  was  then  thought  necessaiy  to  summon  Eutyches 
before  the  council;  but  he  replied  that  he  was  under  a 
vow  never  to  cross  the  threshold  of  his  monastery;  to 
which  they  rejoined,  "  He  had  already  done  so  to  accuse 
2^estorius,  and  might  surely  do  so  again  to  vindicate  his 
own  reputation." 

At  length  he  came,  an  old  man  seventy  years  of  age, 
whose  retinue  of  civil  ofiicers,  soldiers,  monks,  and  clergy 
attested  both  his  great  popularity,  and  the  sensation  ex- 
cited by  the  charge  against  one  so  venerated. 

There  was  no  wish  or  intention  to  deal  hardly  with  him. 
He  was  only  pressed  to  give  distinct  answers  to  two  or 
three  questions  upon  fundamental  doctrines;  but  he 
evaded  some,  and  refused  to  own  in  answer  to  others, 
when  closely  pressed,  that  our  Lord  possessed  two  Na- 
tures after  the  Incarnation,  or  was  consubstantial  with 
ns  after  the  flesh.  At  length  the  council,  with  manifest 
reluctance,  performed  their  stem  duty,  and  both  deposed 
and  excommimicated  him.  In  spite  of  this  decision,  his 
monks  remained  faithful  to  their  spiritual  superior,  and 
it  became  the  painful  duty  of  Flavian  to  lay  them  under 
an  interdict,  forbidding  the  celebration  of  the  Eucharist, 
and  placing  the  whole  body  under  censure. 

Such  was  at  this  period  the  jealousy  between  the  great 
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sees  of  Constantinople  and  Alexandria,  that  malcontents 
at  the  one  naturally  sought  support  from  the  other,  and 
the  misfortunes  of  Eutyches  and  his  monks  were  speedily 
reported  to  Dioscorus,  the  Patriarch  of  Alexandria. 

He  took  up  the  cause  at  once  with  the  greatest  warmth, 
as  if  he  were  a  second  Cyril  dealing  with  a  second 
Nestorius,  and,  in  conjunction  with  the  enunch  Chrysa- 
phius,  who  was  the  personal  enemy  of  Flavian,  succeeded 
in  persuading  Theodosius  to  summon  a  "  general  council," 
to  meet  again  at  Ephesus  on  the  first  of  August,  A.D.  449. 

The  council  met  at  the  same  church  in  which  the  third 
general  council  had  been  held  eighteen  years  before.  About 
a  hundred  and  thirty  bishops  were  present.  Dioscorus, 
like  his  predecessor  Cyril,  presided.  Julius,  the  legate 
of  S.  Leo,  took  the  second  place ;  Juvenal  of  Jerusalem, 
the  third ;  Domnus  of  Antioch,  the  fourth ;  and  Flavian, 
contrary  to  precedent,  was  only  allowed  the  fifth  seat 

Leo,  following  the  example  of  his  predecessors,  had 
refused  to  come  in  person,  but,  as  we  have  seen,  was 
represented  by  Julius  and  two  other  legates,  Benatus,  and 
Hilarus  a  deacon./  Senatus  had  died  on  the  road,  and 
Hilarus  was  allowed  the  sixth  place  in  tiie  assembly. 

At  the  commencement  of  the  proceedings,  Hilarus 
excused  the  absence  of  Leo,  stating  that  he  could  not 
leave  his  flock,  who  were  in  great  excitement  and  tenor 
on  account  of  the  Huns,  and  proceeded  to  deliver  a  sum- 
mary of  the  doctrrne  of  the  Church  upon  the  subject 
in  dispute,  drawn  up  by  the  Eoman  pontiff,  and  known 
to  posterity  as  the  "Tome  of  S.  Leo."  This  document 
became  of  great  importance  in  the  ensuing  controversy,  the 
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unity  of  Person,  yet  distinction,  of  Natures,  being  set  forth 
-with  such  clearness,  that  in  after  ages  it  seemed  necessary 
to  account  for  its  production  by  a  miracle,  and  it  was 
fabled  that  it  had  been  corrected  by  S.  Peter  himself,  upon 
whose  altar  it  had  been  formally  placed. 

But  Dioscorus  contrived  to  prevent  it  from  being  read, 
and  bade  Eutyches  make  his  defence.  It  was  a  strange 
defence.  He  repeated  the  Nicene  Creed,  anathematized 
all  heresies,  and  called  upon  the  council  to  avenge  him  of 
bis  adversaries. 

Flavian  requested  that  the  accuser,  Eusebius,  might 
next  be  heard ;  but  the  imperial  commissioner,  Elpidius, 
replied  that  they  were  assembled  to  give  sentence  upon 
the  judgment^  not  to  allow  the  accuser  a  second  oppor- 
tunity of  pleading  his  cause ;  as  if  the  sentence  could  be 
judged  when  the  defendant,  but  not  the  accuser,  had  been 
heard. 

Again  evading  an  attempt  of  Hilarus  to  read  the  "Tome 
of  S.  Leo,"  Dioscorus  bade  them  read  the  Acts  of  the 
Synod  held  by  Flavian  at  Constantinople.  When  the 
reader  had  reached  that  portion  of  the  "Acts"  which 
recorded  the  demand  of  Eusebius  that  Eutyches  should 
own  two  Natures  in  Christ,  Barsumas,  a  Syrian  abbot, 
whom  the  emperor  had  deputed  to  represent  the  monastic 
element  in  the  quarrel,  raised  the  cry,  "As  he  divides,  so 
let  him  be  divided.  If  he  says  two  Natures,  cut  him  in 
two ; "  and  an  indescribable  scene  ensued.  Some  shouted, 
"  Bum  him ! "  some  echoed  the  words  of  Barsumas,  and 
the  scene  rather  resembled  the  wild  proceedings  of  a 
revolutionary  mob  than  those  of  a  church  coimcil.    "  Will 
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you  endure,"  exclaimed  Dioscorus, "  to  hear  of  two  NaturM 
after  the  Incarnation  ? "  "  Anathema ! "  "  Anathema ! " 
responded  his  adherents.  ''  Let  those  who  cannot  shoul 
raise  their  hands.  I  want  both  voices  and  hands,''  he 
exclaimed,  and  the  result  of  his  demand  convinced  him 
that  he  had  an  overpowering  majority,  and  might  safdy 
put  the  question,  "  Is  Eviyches  orthodox  t " 

Juvenal  of  Jerusalem,  stifling,  like  the  rest,  his  convic- 
tions, voted  in  the  afl&rmative,  and  prelate  after  prekte 
followed  the  example  thus  set  them.  The  deposition  of 
Eutyches  was  annulled,  and  he  was  pronounced  orthodox 
and  blameless. 

Then  came  the  second  question,  the  one  nearest  to  the 
heart  of  Dioscorus — "  Should  Flavian  and  Eusebius  suffer 
the  doom  pronounced  by  them  on  Eutyches  V* 

The  monks  of  Eutyches  presented  a  petition,  setting 
forth  their  sufferings  under  the  sentence  now  proved  to 
have  been  unjust,  as  they  urged. 

They  had  renounced  all  worldly  dignities  to  serve  God 
as  monks,  and  they  had  been  laid  under  an  interdict 
Their  altar,  erected  by  Flavian  himself  six  months  before 
this  proceeding,  had  remained  without  the  Sacrifice,  and 
some  of  the  brethren  had  even  died  imder  this  sentence. 
They  add,  "  The  feast  of  our  Lord's  Nativity  saw  us  in 
tears ;  the  day  of  Epiphany,  the  day  of  the  Passion,  the 
holy  night,  and  the  day  of  the  Eesurrection  found  us  still 
in  the  same  misery,  and  cut  off  fix)m  the  Holy  Mystetiea" 

They,  therefore,  demanded  the  punishment  of  Flavian, 
and  they  appealed  to  one  who  was  only  too  anxious  to 
grant  their  request.    The  traditional  jealousy  between  the 
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two  great  sees,  Alexandria  and  Constantinople,  now  reached 
its  height;  it  had  animated  Theophilus  against  S.  Chry- 
sostom,  S.  Cjrril  against  Nestorius;  and  now  Dioscorus 
eclipsed  all  his  predecessors  by  the  eagerness  with  which, 
as  president  of  the  council,  he  proclaimed,  with  the  most 
flagrant  injustice,  that  Flavian  and  Eusebius  had  fallen 
under  the  anathema  of  that  decree  of  Ephesus  which 
forbade  any  tampering  with  the  Faith  of  Nicaea,  and  pro- 
nounced the  deposition  of  them  both. 

But  although  the  bishops,  in  their  fear  of  this  arrogant 
patriarch,  had  acquitted  a  guilty  man,  they  hesitated  to 
condemn  an  innocent  one.  Flavian  disclaimed  the  autho- 
rity of  his  unprincipled  opponent;  while  the  Bishop  of 
Iconium  clasped  the  knees  of  Dioscorus,  and  entreated  hiTw 
not  to  proceed ;  but,  rising  to  his  full  height,  Dioscorus 
cried  out,  "  Take  notice,  he  who  wiU  not  sign  this  deposi- 
tion shall  have  to  deal  with  me ;  although  you  should  cut 
my  tongue  out,  duty  compels  me  to  pronounce  this  depo- 
sition. Would  you  make  a  sedition?  WTiere  are  the  counts?'' 

At  these  latter  words,  as  at  a  preconcerted  signal,  which 
doubtless  it  was,  in  rushed  the  military  armed  with  swords 
and  clubs  and  carrying  chains  and  fetters,  which  it  is  evi- 
dent must  have  been  in  readiness  for  the  occasion. 

They  were  followed  by  a  yet  more  formidable  mob  of 
Egyptian  monks  and  parabolani,  wild  as  savages,  and  in 
their  lawless  fanaticism  ready  for  any  deed  of  violence, 
so  utterly  had  they  lost  sight  of  the  first  principles  of 
Christianity. 

The  bishops,  who  had  dared  to  side  with  Flavian  ever  so 
slightly,  were  struck  with  clubs  and  loaded  with  fetters, 

2  G 
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amidst  a  storm  of  oaths  and  caraes,  but  the  full  violence  o{ 
the  stonn  fell  upon  that  unhappy  prelate  himselt  He  was 
knocked  down,  ond  as  he  lay  on  the  floor  of  the  chuich 
(for  be  it  remembered  all  this  took  plaoe  in  the  church  of 
the  ''Theotokos")  some  kicked  him,  others  trampled  upoa 
him,  whilst  the  abbot  Barsumas,  standing  over  the  pios- 
trate  bishop,  cried  aloud,  "  Stab  him,  stab  him !" 

The  other  bishops,  alas !  lacked  that  spirit  which  once 
animated  the  martyrs.  They  weakly  yielded  to  their  op- 
pressors, overcome  by  pain  and  fear ;  they  obeyed  the 
tyrant  of  Alexandria,  and  one  after  the  other  signed  with 
trembling  hands  the  deposition  of  the  unhappy  Flavian. 
All,  save  a  few,  who  resisted  a  few  hours  longer,  but  locked 
up  in  the  chapter-house,  yielded  before  the  set  of  sun. 

Only  OTie,  so  far  as  we  know,  was  "  amongst  the  faithless 
faithful  found" — ^the  noble  Eoman  deacon  Hilarus.  But 
they  sought  to  take  his  life ;  and  effecting  his  escape  with 
great  dif&culty,  he  hid  in  obscure  lodgings,  and,  travelling 
by  bye-paths,  succeeded  in  escaping  his  pursuers,  who 
scoured  the  country  in  search  of  hini.  It  was  a  long  time 
before  he  reached  home,  after  great  privations,  borne  with 
heroic  endurance,  and  detailed  the  proceedings  to  the 
astonished  and  indignant  Leo.  It  was  no  council ;  it  was 
a  '' Latrodnium'' — a  den  of  robbers — cried  the  Pope;  and 
posterity  has  recognized  the  justice  of  the  appellEition. 

One  thi^g  neither  Leo  nor  Hilarus  knew  at  the  moment 
— the  unhappy  Flavian  was  no  more.  He  died  of  the 
brutal  injuries  he  had  received,  at  an  obscure  village  in 
Lydia,  to  which  they  had  banished  him  only  three  days 
after  the  scene  we  have  faintly  endeavoured  to  describe. 
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Neither  did  the  bishops,  who  had  so  weakly  yielded, 
wholly  escape;  many  of  them,  including  Donmus  of 
Antioch,  were  deposed  on  the  charge  of  having  treated 
the  memory  of  Cyril  with  irreverence — ^a  strange  charge 
for  Dioscorus  to  bring  forward. 

There  was  great  joy  amongst  the  Eutychians,  and  the 
Alexandrian  prelate,  whose  immoralities  were  notorious, 
was  exalted  as  a  man  of  God,  a  defender  of  His  people ; 
but  their  day  of  power  was  short. 


CHAPTER  XXIIL 

THE   EUTYCHIAN   CONTROVERSY  AND  THE 
COUNCIL  OF  CHALCEDON. 

A.D.  451. 

TT^DICTS,  issued  in  the  name  of  Theodosius  the  younger 
■"^  and  Yalentinian  III.,  confirmed  the  decrees  of  the 
Latrocinium,  and  placed  the  deposed  bishops  and  their 
followers  under  the  ban  of  the  civil  power,  commanding 
that  no  one  should  succour  or  assist  themt,  and  that  their 
writings  should  be  burned. 

In  spite  of  these  edicts,  S.  Leo  showed  an  unwavering 
opposition  to  the  proceedings  of  the  Eutychians.  Hilarus 
arrived  at  Rome  in  September,  after  escaping  many  perils, 
and  in  October  a  synod  was  held  at  Romei,  which  pro- 
nounced the  proceedings  at  Ephesus  null  and  void. 

Several  letters  were  drawn  up  in  the  name  of  S.  Leo 
and  the  synod;  the  first  to  the  emperor  Theodosius, 
which  complained  of  the  violent  and  tyrannical  measures 
adopted  by  Dioscorus,  and  of  the  irregularity  of  the  whole 
proceedings,  and  besought  him,  in  conjunction  with  Valen- 
tinian,  to  order  a  general  council  to  be  held  in  Italy,  which 
should  decide  the  question. 

Another  letter  to  Pulcheria  complains  that  the  "Tome 
of  S.  Leo"  was  not  allowed  to  be  read.     A  third,  to  the 
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clergy  and  laity  of  Constantinople,  beseeches  them  to 
continue  steadfast  in  faith,  and  not  to  recognize  another 
bishop  while  Flavian  yet  lived ;  for  the  news  of  his  death 
had  not  yet  reached  the  Western  Church.  Indeed,  a 
special  letter  of  consolation  was  addressed  to  him  per^ 
sonally  by  S.  Leo. 

Theodoret  of  Cyrus,  who  had  also  been  deposed  by 
Dioscorus,  in  the  name  of  the  council,  wrote  a  long  letter 
to  Leo,  in  which  he  earnestly  protested  against  so  unjust 
a  sentence  pronounced  against  him  in  his  absence,  after  an 
episcopate  of  twenty-six  years,  during  which  he  asserted 
that  none  of  his  clergy  had  ever  appealed  to  a  civil  court, 
and  heresy  had  been  so  completely  extirpated  that  not  a 
heretic  remained  unconverted  within  the  eight  hundred 
parishes  of  his  vast  diocese. 

On  the  approach  of  the  feast  of  S.  Peter,  a.d.  450,  the 
emperor  Valentinian  III.,  attended  by  his  mother,  Placidia, 
and  the  empress  Eudoxia,  came  from  Eavenna  to  keep  the 
festival  in  Home.  On  the  day  of  the  festival,  Leo  and 
his  sufi&agans,  who  had  assembled  at  Bome  for  this  so- 
lemnity, addressed  themselves  solemnly  from  the  altar  to 
the  imperial  party,  imploring  them  earnestly  not  to  look 
on  unmoved  while  the  Faith  was  in  such  danger. 

Valentinian  was  greatly  moved  by  this  appeal,  and  wrote 
at  once  to  Theodosius  upon  the  subject,  while  Placidia  also 
wrote  with  similar  intent  to  Pulcheria.  But  Theodosius 
had  taken  his  course.  He  honestly  believed  that  the  pro- 
ceedings of  the  council  had  been  perfectly  regular,  being 
deceived  by  the  Eutychians,  and  replied  that  Flavian  and 
his  adherents  deserved  their  fate,  that  the  results  of  the 
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council  had  been  excellent,  and  tliat  the  whole  East  was 
now  united  in  the  profession  of  the  Catholic  Faith. 

But  the  obstacle  was  suddenly  removed.  On  the  29tli 
of  July,  in  the  same  year,  Theodosius  died,  in  the  fifdetli 
year  of  his  age,  and  the  forty-second  of  a  reign,  during 
which  he  had  ever  been  actuated  by  the  spirit  of  Chris- 
tianity, although  he  had  lacked  the  wisdom  and  en^^gj  so 
needed  at  such  a  period. 

His  sister,  Pulcheria,  succeeded ;  but  to  avoid  the  ap- 
pearance of  novelty,  which  would  attach  itself  to  the  sole 
rule  of  an  empress,  she  married  one  Marcian,  a  general  of 
great  reputation,  and,  like  herself,  a  zealous  Catholic. 

The  eunuch  Chrysaphius,  who  had  poisoned  the  late 
emperor's  mind  against  Flavian,  and  had  been  the  ally  of 
Dioscorus,  was  deposed  from  his  oflBlce,  and  banished  to  t 
distant  island,  where  he  was  afterwards  put  to  death— a 
punishment  due  to  his  many  crimes. 

The  legates  of  Pope  Leo  now  arriving  met  with  a  moat 
favourable  reception.  Anatolius,  the  successor  of  Flayian, 
although  appointed  through  the  influence  of  Diosooros, 
warmly  espoused  the  true  Faith,  and  caused  a  synod  to  be 
held  at  once  at  Constantinople,  wherein  both  Nestorius 
and  Eutyches  were  anathematized,  and  Anatolius  signed 
the  Tome  of  S.  Leo. 

Under  the  united  influence  of  Leo  and  Anatolius,  Mar- 
cian and  Pulcheria  summoned  a  general  council  to  undo 
the  mischief  of  the  Latrocinium.  Leo  particularly  wished 
that  it  should  be  held  in  Italy,  but  Marcian  earnestly 
desired  that  it  should  take  place  in  his  dominions,  and 
it  was  summoned  to  meet  at  Nicsea  on  the  first  of  Sep- 
tember, A.D.  451. 
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Meanwhile  the  body  of  Flavian  was  brought,  by  the 
emperor's  orders,  to  ConstantiQople,  and  interred,  with 
great  solemnity  and  honour,  in  the  church  of  the  Apostles 
amongst  his  predecessors. 

The  bishops  had  already  assembled  at  Nicsea,  when 
letters  came  from  Marcian  requesting  them  to  hold  the 
council  at  Chalcedon;  since  affairs  of  state,  of  urgent 
importance,  would  not  suffer  him  to  leave  for  Nicsea,  and 
the  l^ates  of  S.  Leo  desired  his  presence  to  restrain  the 
probable  violence  of  the  Eutychians. 

The  bishops  having  arrived  from  Mcfiea^  and  the  repre- 
sentatives of  the  imperial  court  from  Constantinople,  the 
Fourth  Greneral  Council  assembled  at  Chalcedon  in  the 
Church  of  S.  Euphemia  the  martyr,  situated  outside  the 
city,  on  the  sea  coast.  The  situation  was  strikingly  beau- 
tiful; behind,  rose  mountains  clothed  with  wood,  and  before 
them,  across  the  narrow  Bosphorus,  lay  the  magnificent 
city  of  Constantinople,  forming  a  glorious  spectacle  from 
the  elevation  on  which  the  church  was  built. 

The  entrance  to  the  church  was  through  a  large  open 
court  or  peristylium,  surrounded  by  a  colonnade  supported 
by  pillats.  Beyond  the  Basilica,  rose  a  lofty  dome  sup- 
ported by  columns,  around  which  were  galleries  for  the 
people  who  attended  to  pray.  Undemeatii  the  dome  was 
the  tomb  of  the  saint,  a  silver  shrine,  near  which  hung  a 
large  painting  of  her  martyrdom,  and  it  was  commonly 
believed  that  miracles  were  wrought  there. 

Here,  on  the  eighth  of  October,  a.d.  451,  assembled  the 
largest  of  the  General  Councils  of  the  Church,  the  whole 
number  of  bishops  present,  or  represented,  amounting  to 
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six  hu/ndred  and  thirty.  The  secular  power  was  represented 
by  nineteen  of  the  chief  officers  of  the  empire. 

Before  the  altar  screen  sat  the  imperial  representatiyes, 
on  their  left  the  legate  of  Leo;  and,  in  order,  Anatoliiis 
of  Constantinople,  Maximus  of  Antioch,  and  the  other 
Eastern  bishops ;  on  their  right,  Dioscorus  of  Alexandria,' 
Juvenal  of  Jerusalem,  and  the  other  bishops  of  Egypt  and 
Palestine.    The  Gospel  was  placed  in  the  centre. 

At  the  commencement  of  the  proceedings,  the  l^ates 
arose  and  protested  against  the  presence  of  Dioscorus 
amongst  the  judges,  and  after  some  discussion,  he  was 
bidden  by  the  magistrates  to  leave  his  place,  and  take  a 
seat  in  the  midst  of  the  assembly,  as  one  under  accusation. 

Eusebius,  the  accuser  of  Nestorius  and  Eutyches,  now 
advanced,  and  conjured  the  council  to  allow  bis  petition 
to  be  read.  He  stated  that  he  had  been  wrongfully 
deposed  by  Dioscorus,  and  that  Flavian  bad  been 
murdered,  while  the  Catholic  Faith  had  been  depiavei 
His  request  was  granted,  and  he  too  sat  in  the  midst 

Then  the  Acts  of  the  Latrocinium  were  read,  not 
without  some  opposition  on  the  part  of  Dioscorus,  after 
which  Theodoret  of  Cyrus  was  ordered  to  take  his  place 
in  the  assembly. 

A  fearful  uproar  ensued.  The  moment  Theodoret 
appeared,  the  bishops  of  Egypt  and  Palestine  exclaimed, 
"Away  with  the  Jew !  Away  with  the  blasphemer,  the 
Nestorianl"  while  in  retaliation  the  orthodox  cried  outv 
"Nay;  rather  turn  out  Dioscorus,  with  his  train  of 
Manichaeans  and  murderers !  Drive  out  the  murderer, 
Dioscorus ! " 
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Theodoret,  however,  took  his  seat  in  the  midst,  as  a 
plaintiff  rather  than  a  jivlge,  and  the  proceedings  were 
continued. 

Dioscorus  now  declared  that  he  alone  was  not  respon- 
sible for  the  doings  at  the  Latrocinium,  that  the  whole 
council  approved  it  by  word  and  by  writing,  and  Theo- 
dosius  confirmed  it;  to  which  the  Easterns  replied, 
"Nobody  consented  to  it.  We  were  forced  by  blows  to 
sign  a  hlarCk  paper  while  soldiers  stood  over  us  with  clubs 
and  swords.    The  soldiers  deposed  Flavian ! " 

The  Bishop  of  Ephesus  further  testified  that  three 
hundred  monks  tried  to  kill  him  because  he  had  given 
hospitality  to  Eusebius,  and  that  he  was  not  allowed  to 
stir  from  the  church  until  he  had  subscribed  the  con- 
demnation of  Flavian. 

When  the  reader  of  the  Acts  of  the  Latrocinium  came 
to  the  mention  of  the  Tome  of  S.  Leo,  the  Archdeacon 
.^E^us  cried  out,  "  Dioscorus  swore  seven  times  before  us 
all  that  it  should  be  read,  but  it  was  not;  therefore  he  is 
perjured."  Others  took  up  the  same  cry,  and  Dioscorus 
strove  to  evade  the  question  in  vain. 

It  was  also  proved  that  he  had  prevented  any  other 
notaries  than  his  own  from  taking  notes,  and  that  his 
notaries  had  taken  the  writing  materials  from  others  with 
such  violence  as  to  break  their  fingers. 

Still,  Dioscorus  made  a  desperate  fight.  He  reviled 
those  who  had  weakly  yielded  to  him,  as  cowards,  who 
lacked  the  spirit  of  martyrs.  He  insisted  that  in  con- 
demning him  they  condemned  Cjnnl,  and  also  Gregory 
and  Athanasius.    "I  am  ejected  with  the  fathers,"  he 
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said.  The  truth  was,  that  he  quoted  their  writings  apart 
from  the  context,  and  thus  affixed  a  dififerent  sense  to 
them. 

The  injustice  of  the  condemnation  of  Flavian  was  now 
completely  proved,  and  the  iniqnitous  proceedings  of 
DioscoTus  were  so  evident,  that  Juvenal  of  Jerusalem 
and  the  other  bishops  of  Palestine,  followed  by  numeioQS 
others,  including  some  of  his  own  sufixiigans,  formanj 
ranged  themselves  on  the  opposite  side  of  tiie  council, 
and  the  tyrannical  patriarch  was  left  with  only  thirteen 
bishops  to  support  him. 

The  constant  reference  to  the  Latrociniiun  by  tk 
bishops  made  it  evident  how  deeply  the  iron  had  entered 
into  their  souls  on  that  occasion.  K'ot  one  bitter  speech 
or  deed  of  violence  was  suppressed. 

Sometimes  Dioscorus  vainly  denied  the  facts;  some- 
times he  taunted  his  opponents  with  their  cowardice^ 
since  they  had  not  dared  to  suffer  for  what  they  now 
aflBrmed  to  have  been  their  belief. 

Thus  the  exciting  contest  was  prolonged  until  darkness 
prevailed,  and  the  session  proceeded  for  a  time  by  the 
light  of  tapers. 

At  length  the  imperial  conmiissioners  pronounced  it 
evident  that  Flavian  and  Eusebius  had  been  unjustly  de- 
posed, and  gave  it  as  their  opinion  that  the  leaders  in  the 
late  council  should  share  the  fate  they  had  so  unjustlj 
inflicted.  One  day,  they  said,  had  suf&ced  to  dear  the 
memory  of  the  sufferers^  and  to  fix  the  guilt  on  thai 
accusers ;  the  question  of  fedth  might  be  referred  to  the 
second  session.    Dioscorus  was  placed  under  arrest^  fiNHn 
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a  not  unnatural  apprehension  that  he  might  leave  the 
city  and  take  refuge  amongst  his  followers  at  Alexandria, 
where  the  hand  of  justice  could  scarcely  have  reached 
him. 

At  the  second  session,  a  Greek  translation  of  the  Tome 
of  S.  Leo  was  read,  at  the  dose  of  which  the  assembled 
bishops  cried  out,  "  This  is  the  feith  of  the  fathers ;  this  is 
the  faith  of  the  apostles ;  we  aU  thus  believe ;  anathema 
to  him  who  believes  otherwise !  Thus  Cyril  taught ;  the 
teaching  of  Cyril  and  Leo  is  one.  Peter  hath  spoken  by 
Leo ;  why  was  not  this  read  at  Ephesus  ?"  But  as  some 
of  the  bishops  wished  for  some  time  fully  to  read  and 
inwardly  digest  the  Tome,  the  question  of  its  acceptance 
as  the  Faith  of  the  council  was  deferred  for  five  days. 

On  the  13th  of  October  the  third  session  was  held ;  the 
magistrates  were  absent,  and  the  trial  of  Dioscorus  was 
conducted  in  due  canonical  form. 

Twice  he  was  simimoned  to  appear  before  the  council, 
but  in  vain.  First  he  said  his  guards  would  not  permit 
him,  and  when  this  objection  was  removed,  demanded  that 
the  magistrates  should  again  be  present,  which  was  not 
conceded. 

In  the  meantime,  certain  clergy  and  laity  from  Alexan- 
dria presented  petitions  against  Dioscorus,  and  begged  that 
their  accusations  might  be  heard.  The  council  ordered 
them  to  be  admitted,  and  the  deacon  Theodorus  first  made 
his  accusation,  charging  Dioscorus  with  heresy,  tyranny, 
and  immorality.  **  He  is  a  heretic,  an  Origenist,  and  blas- 
phemes the  Holy  Trinity.  He  has  committed  murders, 
cut  down  trees,  burned  and  pulled  down  houses ;  he  has 
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ever  led  an  infamous  life,  as  I  am  prepared  to  piove. 
Lastly,  when  at  Nicsea,  in  company  with  ten  bishops  from 
Egypt,  whom  he  forced  to  sign  their  names  by  compul- 
sion, he  presimied  to  excommunicate  the  Holy  See  of 
Eome." 

Ischyrion,  another  Alexandrian  deacon,  stated  that  the 
emperors  were  accustomed  to  send  com  to  the  churches  in 
Libya,  both  to  provide  for  the  "  Bloodless  Sacrifice"  and  to 
comfort  the  poor  and  needy ;  but  Diosconis  appropriated 
the  com,  and  sold  it  at  a  high  price,  so  that  the  Saciifioe 
could  not  be  oflFered,  and  the  poor  and  needy  were  deprived 
of  their  comforts.    A  lady  named  Peristeria  had  left  kige 
sums  for  charitable  purposes;  Dioscorus  gave  it  to  tk 
dancing  women  connected  with  the  theatre.     His  in- 
continence  was  so  notorious  that  he  had  been  openly 
denounced  by  the  people  of  Alexandria.     Ischyrion,  in 
common  with  all  the  friends  of  Cyril,  had  suffered  griev- 
ously. But  indeed  the  intense  malice  of  Dioscorus  towaids 
the  friends  of  his  sainted  predecessor  was  fully  proved  by 
the  nephews  of  S.  Cyril,  who  had  been  deprived,  in  cona- 
pany  with  their  whole  kindred,  of  all  they  possessed;  so 
that  they  had  been  driven  to  take  refuge  at  Constantinople^ 
where,  at  the  request  of  Dioscorus,  Chrysaphius  took  in 
hand  the  office  of  persecutor.    He  had  even  in  his  spte 
prohibited  them  from  attending  the  public  baths,  or  firom 
buying  bread.   But  a  layman,  Sophionius,  had  even  a  more 
scandalous  tale  of  oppression  to  relate,  and  brought  charges 
of  robbery,  adultery,  and  treason,  at  which  the  council 
might  weU  stand  aghast. 

They  cited  Dioscorus  to  appear  the  third  time,  and  cited 
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him  in  vain.  Therefore  lie  was  condemned  in  his  absence 
(1)  for  his  misdemeanours ;  (2)  for  receiving  Eutyches  to 
communion ;  (3)  for  his  conduct  at  Ephesus ;  (4)  for  his 
pretended  excommunication  of  Leo;  (5)  for  refusing  to 
obey  the  citations  of  the  counciL  Wherefore,  in  the  name 
of  the  Boman  bishop,  of  S.  Peter,  and  of  the  coimcil,  they 
sentenced  him  to  be  deprived  of  the  episcopal  degree  and 
eveiy  ministerial  office. 

The  emperor  ratified  the  sentence,  and  banished  the 
gtdlty  patriarch  to  Gangra,  in  Paphlagonia,  where,  three 
years  later,  he  died. 

At  the  fourth  session,  on  the  I7th  of  October,  the  council 
adopted  the  Tome  of  S.  Leo  as  the  expression  of  their 
faith  in  the  Incarnation.  The  Egyptian  bishops,  thirteen 
in  number,  piteously  entreated,  and  hardly  obtained,  per- 
mission to  withhold  their  signatures  till  a  new  patriarch 
was  appointed  in  the  place  of  Dioscorus,  alleging  that 
otherwise  they  should  be  murdered  upon  their  return  to 
Egypt.  *'  For  God's  sake,"  they  cried,  '^  consider  oiu*  grey 
hairs,  and  spare  ten  men  whose  lives  are  in  your  hands." 
Their  abject  entreaties  prevailed,  and  at  the  intercession 
of  the  magistrates,  they  were  allowed  to  tarry  at  Constan- 
tinople till  a  successor  was  appointed  to  Dioscorus.  Their 
apprehensions  were  not  without  foundation;  for  when  a 
successor  was  at  length  appointed,  most  fearful  conflicts 
took  place  between  the  troops  and  the  populace ;  so  that 
when  the  soldiers,  being  defeated,  took  refuge  in  an  old 
temple  of  Serapis,  the  multitude  set  it  on  fire,  and  they 
were  burned  alive.  Proterius,  who  succeeded,  had  ever  to 
be  attended  by  a  guard  of  soldiers,  so  jealous  were  the 
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people  of  any  foreign  interference  with  their  ecclesiastical 
independence  and  dignity. 

BarsumaSy  with  eighteen  of  his  followers,  begged  permis- 
sion to  retain  their  posts,  hut  were  simply  allowed  a  m<mt]i 
to  recant.  They  refused  to  do  so,  and  went  into  exile. 
Barsumas  was  received  by  the  council  with  the  cry, "  To  the 
amphitheatre  with  the  murderer."  It  was  scarcely  imjust 

At  the  fifth  session,  the  decree  of  the  council  concemiiig 
the  doctrine  in  dispute  was  finally  formulated.  Confirming 
the  Mcene  Creed,  it  asserted  the  necessity  of  gnardiog 
against  errors  not  contemplated  at  Nicaea. 

It  adopted  the  Tome  of  S.  Leo  as  a  sufficient  bulwark 
against  the  opposite  errors  of  Nestorius  and  Eutyches. 
It  affirmed  that  Christ  is  consubstantial  with  the  Falser  as 
touching  His  Godhead,  with  us  as  touching  His  Manhood, 
and  that  He  is  "  one  and  the  same  Christ,  Son,  Lord;  the 
Only  Begotten  in  two  Natures ;  without  confusion,  change, 
division,  or  separation ;  the  difference  of  the  Natures  being 
in  no  wise  taken  away  by  reason  of  their  union,  but^  on 
the  contrary,  the  properties  of  each  Nature  being  preserved, 
and  meeting  in  one  Person  and  Hypostasis ;  so  that^  not 
being  divided  or  separated  in  two  Persons,  He,  one  and  die 
same,  is  the  only  begotten  Son,  Christ  our  Lord.*' 

Thus  having  defined  the  Faith,  the  council  enjoined  Uie 
penalties  of  excommunication  and  deposition  to  those  who 
should  hereafter  think  or  teach  otherwise. 

The  most  important  work  of  the  council  was  now 
accomplished,  but  there  were  many  other  matters  con- 
nected with  the  well-being  of  the  Church  which  were 
settled  in  repeated  sessions  of  the  assembly. 
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At  the  sixth  session  the  Emperor  Marcian  appeared  in 
person,  and  was  received  with  enthusiasm.  He  declared 
that  his  only  purpose  in  attending  the  council  was  to 
establish  the  Faith,  not  to  display  his  power.  The  emperor 
and  Pulcheria  were  hailed  as  a  new  '' Constantine  and 
Helena,"  amidst  anathemas  against  Nestorius,  Eutyches, 
and  Bioscorus;  and  the  decrees  of  the  council  were 
solemnly  ratified.  Another  article  proposed  by  the  em- 
peror deserves  notice.  Expressing  approbation  of  the 
monastic  life,  it  prohibits  the  monks  from  acting  dis- 
orderly, or  mixing  themselves  up  with  ecclesiastical  or 
secular  affairs,  save  in  cases  of  necessity.  The  council 
signified  their  assent  by  acclamations,  doubtless  remem- 
bering Barsumas,  and  his  violence. 

The  seventh  synod  was  occupied  in  settling  matters 
concerning  jurisdiction. 

In  the  eighth,  Theodoret  of  Cyrus  anathematized 
Nestorius,  and  was  by  unanimous  consent  restored  to  his 
see  as  an  orthodox  bishop.  He  had  never  consented  to 
this  anathema  before,  and  his  doing  so  now  must  be 
construed  as  an  acknowledgment  that  he  had  previously 
erred,  noble  and  praiseworthy  as  was  the  general  course 
of  hiB  ministiy. 

The  remaining  sessions  of  the  council  were  eight  in 
number.  At  the  fifteenth  session  the  famous  twenty- 
eighth  Canon  of  Chalcedon  was  passed,  which  assigned  to 
Constantinople  the  second  rank  in  ecclesiastical  dignity, 
upon  the  especial  ground  that  it  was  a  new  Bome*. 

The  civil  greatness  of  Bome  was  thus  recognized  as  the 
source  of  h^  ecclesiastical  supremacy — a  view  of  the 
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case  whicli  Leo  absolutely  refused  to  admits  leferring  the 
prerogatives  of  his  see  to  the  authority  derived  from 
S.  Peter,  the  prince  of  the  Apostles,  whose  primacy  had, 
as  he  maintained,  descended  upon  his  successors.  He 
objected  again,  but  vainly,  to  the  degradation  of  Alexan- 
dria and  Antioch  to  the  third  and  fourth  rank,  insisting 
that  mere  temporal  greatness  could  not  confer  a  priority 
upon  Constantinople  over  the  sees  founded  by  the  Apostles. 
The  canon  was,  however,  enforced  by  the  Eastern  court  in 
spite  of  his  protestations. 

Juvenal  of  Jerusalem  was  awarded  the  dignity  of  patri- 
arch, witii  authority  over  Palestine,  which  had  formerly 
been  dependent  upon  Antioch,  the  importance  of  the  hdy 
city  having  greatly  risen  owing  to  the  growing  practice  of 
pilgrimage,  which  drew  visitors  firom  every  country  to 
which  the  gospel  had  penetrated. 

The  sixteenth  session  closed  the  council,  and  finally, 
after  an  address  of  fervent  thanksgiving  to  the  emperor 
and  empress,  and  to  Leo,  the  worthy  successor  of  Peter, 
the  bishops  separated  on  the  first  of  November,  aj).  431. 

The  decrees  of  Chalcedon  were  received  by  the  whole 
Catholic  Church,  and  it  has  ever  been  accounted  the 
Fourth  CEcumenical  CounciL  Eutyches  was  deposed  and 
banished  by  the  civil  power,  as  Dioscorus  had  alrRady 
been,  and  their  names  disappear  from  the  history  of  the 
Church. 

The  year  451  is  a  remarkable  epoch  in  the  histoiy  of 
the  human  race;  not  only  for  the  great  council  whidi 
stereotyped  the  doctrine  of  the  Incarnation,  and  fonned 
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a  bulwark  against  future  heresy,  but  because  about  the 
same  time  the  conquering  legions  of  the  Huns  met  with 
a  permanent  check,  and  Europe  was  saved  from  Asiatic 
barbarism.  It  is  impossible  to  overestimate  the  importance 
of  the  crisis.  The  question  was  to  be  decided,  whether 
Germans  and  Goths  should  frame  the  modem  kingdoms  of 
civilized  Europe  from  the  dismembered  fragments  of  the 
older  civilization,  or  whether  the  whole  of  Europe,  as  of 
Asia,  should  pass  under  the  sway  of  barbarians  as  ruthless 
as  Genghis  Khan  or  Tamerlane. 

So  terrible  was  their  progress,  that  Christians  as  well 
as  Pagans  looked  upon  their  leader  Attila  as  the  imper- 
sonification  of  the  avenging  wrath  of  God.  He  claimed 
to  be  the  descendant  of  Nimrod,  and  the  man-child 
mentioned  in  the  Apocalypse  as  one  destined  to  rule  the 
nations  with  a  rod  of  iron. 

Twelve  centuries  had  now  passed  since  the  foundation 
of  Rome  by  Romulus,  and  the  common  belief  that  they 
were  to  be  the  limit  of  the  duration  of  the  empire  (derived 
&x)m  the  vultures  of  Romulus),  held  possession  of  every 
breast,  as  it  had  when  centuries  of  the  period  had  yet  to 
run  their  course.  Now  the  fulfilment  of  the  prophecy 
seemed  at  hand,  and  Attila  its  instrument. 

In  the  preceding  year,  he  had  set  his  forces  in  motion  for 
the  conquest  of  the  Western  provinces  of  the  empire,  even 
to  the  Atlantic,  intending  to  crush  the  Goths  unless  they 
would  join  his  standard,  and  then  to  descend  with  irre- 
sistible force,  like  an  avalanche,  from  the  Alps  on  the 
plains  of  Italy,  to  trample  under  foot  aU  that  yet  lingered 
of  Roman  power. 

2  H 
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Early  in  A.D.  451,  he  crossed  the  Khine  near  its  con- 
fluence with  the  Neckar  with  an  army  of  five  hundred 
thousand  men.  He  reached  Metz  on  Easter  Eve,  set  the 
city  on  fire,  butchered  the  whole  population,  and  massacred 
the  priests  at  the  foot  of  the  altars.  Nothing  escaped  the 
fiames  save  the  oratory  of  S.  Stephen.  In  rapid  succes- 
sion Eheims,  Cambray,  Besan9on,  Langres,  and  Auxene 
shared  the  same  fate.  At  Paris,  the  alarm  was  so  great 
that  the  inhabitants  thought  of  evacuating  the  city ;  bat 
S.  Genevieve  exhorted  them  to  put  their  trust  in  Grod,  and 
give  themselves  to  His  protection,  assuring  them  He  would 
hear  their  prayers.  The  Huns,  in  fact,  did  not  come  near 
Paris,  but  directed  their  course  to  Orleans,  the  heroic 
defence  of  which  city,  perhaps,  saved  the  civilized  worid. 

The  city  had  fortunately  been  strengthened  by  recent 
fortifications,  and  the  assaults  of  the  Huns  were  vigorously 
repelled  by  the  faithful  valour  of  its  soldiers  and  citizens. 
The  pastoral  diligence  of  Anianus,  a  bishop  of  primitive 
sanctity  and  consummate  prudence,  exhausted  every  souice 
of  spiritual  comfort  to  support  their  courage  until  the 
arrival  of  succour.  After  an  obstinate  siege  the  walls 
were  shaken  by  the  battering  rams.  The  Huns  had  already 
occupied  the  suburbs,  and  all  the  people  who  could  not 
bear  arms  lay  prostrate  in  prayer.  Anianus  despatched  a 
trusty  messenger  to  the  ramparts  to  look  for  the  expected 
succour.  Twice  he  returned  without  any  intelligence  .of 
approaching  aid ;  but  the  third  time  he  mentioned  a  small 
cloud  which  he  had  dimly  discerned  on  the  verge  of  the 
horizon.  "  It  is  the  aid  of  God,"  exclaimed  the  bishop  JB 
a  tone  of  pious  confidence,  and  the  whole  multitude  took 
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le  cry.  The  remote  object  grew  larger  each  moment, 
as  a  cloud  indeed,  but  of  dust,  and  betokened  the 
)ach  of  an  army,  and  when  a  favourable  wind  blew 

the  dust,  the  Eoman  squadrons  under  -^tius,  and 
Jothic  followers  of  Theodoric,  king  of  the  Visigoths, 

discovered  in  ^eep  array,  pressing  forward  to  the 
\  of  Orleans. 

1  their  approach  Attila  immediately  raised  the  siege, 
sounded  the  trumpets  to  recall  his  troops  from  the 
^e  of  the  city,  for  they  had  actually  entered.  His 
Brate  courage  was  guided  by  prudence,  and  he  re- 
ed till  he  reached  the  level  plains  of  Chalons,  whose 
►th  surface  was  admirably  adapted  to  the  operations 
is  cavalry.  Here  he  consulted  his  soothsayers,  and 
said  they  foretold  his  own  defeat,  with  the  death  of 
principal  adversary,  and  he  accepted  the  equivalent, 
*  the  death  of  JEtius  would  be  bought  cheaply  even 
lefeat. 

18  nations  from  the  Volga  to  the  Atlantic  were  now 
nbled  face  to  face,  to  dispute  the  empire  of  the  world : 
declining  power  of  Eome  together  with  the  Goths, 
from  its  foes  had  become  its  best  allies,  were  opposed  to 
lordes  of  Asiatic  and  European  barbarians  who  fought 
T  the  "  scourge  of  God."  The  last  gleam  of  sunset  fell 
day  on  the  arms  of  Eome,  once  victorious  on  so  many 
►ody  field,  and  now  victorious  in  a  struggle  for  which 
deserve  the  gratitude  of  all  posterity.  The  battle  was, 
jver,  gained  through  the  valour  of  the  Visigoths ;  and 

King  Theodoric,  by  his  glorious  death,  fulfilled  the 
iges  of  AttUa's  soothsayers. 
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The  Huns  were  only  saved  by  the  approaching  dark- 
ness, and  retired  within  the  circle  of  waggons  whidi 
fortified  their  camp,  while  three  hundred  thousand  slain, 
according  to  some  authors,  lay  on  the  bloody  field — a  gene- 
ration swept  away  in  a  day ! 

That  night  Attila  collected  all  th^  spoil  he  had  taken 
and  the  rich  furniture  of  his  cavalry  into  an  immense 
pile,  determined,  if  his  entrenchments  should  be  forced,  to 
set  it  on  fire  and  die  in  the  flames,  rather  than  fall  by  the 
hands  of  the  foe  or  live  in  captivity. 

But  the  allies  respected  the  determination  of  their  foe^ 
and  although  some  of  the  Goths  were  eager  to  storm  the 
entrenchments,  yet  the  prudence  of  ^tius  led  him  to 
decline  the  assault,  and  suffer  Attila  and  his  Huns  to 
retreat  without  molestation,  and  in  due  course  to  recross 
the  Ehine.    His  retreat  confessed  the  last  victory  won 
in  the  name  of  Eome.    During  its  course  he  massacred 
alike   his   captives  and  hostages.     Two   hundred  young 
maidens  were  tortured  with  cruel  and  unrelenting  rage, 
and  their  unburied  limbs  abandoned  on  the  public  loada^ 
a  prey  to  dogs  and  vultures.     So  ended  the  invasion  of 
Gaul. 

In  the  ensuing  spring,  demanding  in  marriage  the 
Princess  Honoria,  with  an  immense  dowry,  he  revenged 
the  rejection  of  his  proposal  by  an  invasion  of  Italy. 
Aquileia,  then  one  of  the  richest  cities  in  the  Adriatic, 
was  so  completely  destroyed  that  the  succeeding  genert- 
tion  could  hardly  discover  its  ruins.  It  was  at  this 
juncture  that  Venice  was  founded  by  fugitives  from  the 
Huns. 
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Destroying  alike  city  and  village,  he  advanced  towards 
Borne,  when  Leo,  exposing  his  life  for  the  safety  of  his 
flock,  embraced  the  resolution  of  seeking  the  conqueror 
and  deprecating  his  wratL  In  company  with  the  ambas- 
sadors  of  Valentinian,  he  reached  the  host  of  Attila,  as  he 
lay  encamped  at  the  spot  where  the  Mincius  enters  the 
lake  Benacus,  trampling  with  his  Scythian  horse  the  farms 
of  CatuUus  and  Virgil. 

The  pressing  eloquence  of  Leo,  his  majestic  aspect  and 
sacerdotal  robes,  excited  the  veneration  of  Attila  for  the 
spiritual  father  of  the  Christians. 

The  apparition  of  the  two  apostles,  S.  Peter  and  S.  Paul, 
vho  menaced  the  barbarian  with  instant  death  if  he 
rejected  the  prayer  of  their  successor,  is  (says  Gibbon)  one 
qf  the  noblest  legends  of  ecclesiastical  tradition.  He  was 
reminded  also  that  Alaric  did  not  long  survive  the  capture 
of  the  imperial  city,  and  his  mind,  superior  to  physical 
danger,  was  not  beyond  the  influence  of  supernatural 
terrors.  He  consented  to  receive  the  dowry  of  Honoria 
without  the  princess  herself,  and  retired  beyond  the 
Danube. 

Shortly  after  this  event  it  pleased  God  to  call  Attila  to 
his  account.  Forgetting  Honoria,  he  added  one  Ildico,  a 
bfeautiful  barbarian,  to  the  numerous  list  of  his  wives. 
On  the  morning  after  the  nuptials,  as  he  did  not  appear, 
they  became  alarmed,  broke  into  the  bed-chamber,  and 
found  the  bride  lamenting  her  own  danger  and  the  death 
of  the  king,  who  had  expired  during  the  night.  An 
artery  had  suddenly  burst,  and  the  monarch  had  expired, 
suffocated  appropriately  by  a  torrent  of  blood.    It  was 
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reported  at  Constantinople,  that  on  that  happy  night 
Marcian  had  beheld  in  a  dream  the  bow  of  Attila  broken 
asunder.  They  buried  him  with  barbaric  pomp  and  pagan 
rite,  sacrificing  human  victims,  and  throwing  the  spoils  (rf 
nations  into  his  grava  But  after  his  death  the  empire  he 
had  founded  ceased  to  exist.  Each  chieftain  became  an 
independent  potentate,  and  the  sons  of  the  conqueror 
fought  for  every  province  of  Germany  or  Scythia. 

The  death  of  Attila  was  shortly  followed  by  that  of  his 
great  adversary  uEtius,  who  was  stabbed  by  Valentinian 
III.  himself  during  a  personal  interview,  in  which  his 
haughty  language  exasperated  the  feeble,  yet  virions, 
prince,  and  the  attendants  completed  the  deed  their  royal 
master  had  begun. 

Pierced  by  a  hundred  woimds,  he  died  by  the  hands 
of  the  monieirch  whose  throne  he  had  saved ;  a  bad,  yet  a 
great  man,  whose  calm  courage  and  prudent  administration 
had  for  a  short  time  delayed  the  fall  of  the  Western 
Empire. 

Vengeance,  however,  did  not  long  slumber.  On  the 
sixteenth  of  March,  A.D.  455,  during  some  military  sportB> 
two  of  the  domestics  of  -^tius,  incited  by  one  Maximns, 
whom  the  emperor  had  deeply  injured,  rushed  suddenly 
upon  the  hapless,  yet  gmlty  Valentinian,  and  stabbed  him 
to  the  heart)  in  the  presence  of  his  numerous  train,  not 
one  of  whom  interfered. 

Such  was  the  end  of  the  last  Boman  emperor  of  the 
family  of  the  great  Theodosius,  a  man  who  had  inherited 
the  vices,  without  the  virtues,  of  his  predecessor^. 


CHAPTER  XXIV. 

THE  FALL  OF  THE  WESTERN  EMPIRE. 

A.D.  455-476. 

^  I  ^HE  death  of  Valentinian  was  the  immediate  cause 
of  the  invasion  of  Italy  and  of  the  sack  of  Rome  by 
a  conqueror  yet  more  terrible  than  Alaric,  the  Vandal 
Grenseric.  Haying  already  acquired  a  fertile  territory 
in  Africa,  which  stretched  along  the  coast  for  a  distance 
which  required  ninety  days  to  traverse,  from  Tangier 
to  Tripoli,  he  formed  the  ambition  of  founding  a  great 
naval  power,  and  after  a  lapse  of  six  centuries,  fleets 
again  issued  from  Carthage  to  dispute  with  dying  Rome 
the  fempire  of  the  Mediterranean.  Sicily  fell  as  it  had 
once  before  fallen  beneath  Carthaginian  prowess ;  Palermo 
was  sacked,  and  the  coasts  of  the  mainland  already  as- 
sailed, when  the  death  of  Valentinian  took  place. 

Under  the  administration  of  that  monarch,  the  Roman 
government  had  become  every  day  less  formidable  to  its 
foes,  every  day  more  oppressive  to  its  unhappy  subjects. 
Taxes  were  multiplied  as  poverty  increased,  and  exacted 
both  by  the  use  of  torture  and  the  confiscation  of  goods ; 
so  that  the  poorer  classes  looked  upon  the  barbarians  as 
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their  deliverers.  Had  all  the  Goths,  Huns,  and  Vandab 
'been  swept  from  the  earth,  the  empire  must  still  have 
fallen  beneath  the  weight  of  its  crimes,  and  the  utter  cor- 
ruption of  every  branch  of  the  public  service,  from  the 
imperial  ministers  to  the  lowest  tax-gatherers. 

Valentinian  was  succeeded  by  Maximus,  who  had  in- 
stigated the  murder  of  his  predecessor ;  but  the  day  of  his 
accession  was  the  last  day  of  his  happiness.  "  Oh,  for- 
tunate Damocles,"  he  was  once  heard  to  exclaim,  "thy 
reign  began  and  ended  with  the  same  dinner  !" 

But  he  took  the  most  fatal  step  when  he  forced  Eudoxia, 
the  widow  of  Valentinian,  to  marry  him,  while  she  sus- 
pected him  of  the  crime  which  he  had  actually  committed. 
Shortly  after  their  marriage  he  confessed  the  fatal  truth, 
and  Eudoxia  determined  upon  revenge.  Conscious  that 
she  could  not  obtain  aid  from  the  East,  she  sacrificed  her 
country  to  her  private  vengeance,  and  implored  the  aid 
of  Genseric.  The  invitation  was  at  once  accepted  with 
ferocious  joy,  and  before  Maximus  knew  his  danger,  the 
terrible  Vandals  were  at  the  mouth  of  the  Tiber,  and  he 
was  aroused  from  his  sleep  by  the  clamours  of  the  trembling 
and  exasperated  populace  of  the  imperial  city.  The  only 
hope  which  presented  itself  to  him  was  flight,  and  he  ex- 
horted his  senators  to  follow  his  example,  and  to  leave  the 
multitude  to  their  fate.  But  no  sooner  did  he  appear  in 
the  streets  to  carry  out  this  perfidious  design  than  he  was 
overwhelmed  by  a  shower  of  stones,  and  his  miangled  body, 
torn  almost  out  of  human  shape  by  the  mob,  who  were 
led  by  the  domestics  of  Eudoxia,  was  cast  into  the  Tiber. 

On  the  third  day  after  the  tumult,  Genseric  boldly 
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advanced  from  the  port  of  Ostia  to  the  gates  of  the  defence- 
less city,  when,  instead  of  a  sally  of  the  Eoman  youth, 
there  issued  from  the  gates  an  imarmed  and  venerable 
procession,  formed  by  S.  Leo,  at  the  head  of  his  clergy. 
The  fearless  spirit  of  the  venerable  bishop,  his  eloquence, 
and  his  authority  as  the  father  of  Western  Christendom, 
prevailed  over  the  ferocity  of  Genseric  as  it  had  formerly 
prevailed  over  that  of  Attila,  and  the  Vandal  promised  to 
spare  the  unresisting,  to  protect  the  buildings  from  fire, 
and  to  exempt  the  captives  from  torture.  The  promise 
was  fairly  if  not  literally  kept,  and  Eome  again  owed  her 
deliverance  to  Christianity. 

But  her  treasures  of  art,  the  accumulated  spoil  of  ages, 
were  now  delivered  to  the  Vandals,  whose  blind  fury 
revenged  the  wrongs  of  the  earlier  Carthage.  During  the 
scenes  of  horror  and  woe  which  accompanied  that  awful 
devastation,  six  centuries  earlier,  Scipio,  gazing  upon 
the  flames,  is  stated  by  Polybius  to  have  repeated  the 
well-known  verses  in  which  Hector  prophesied  the  de- 
struction of  Troy,  and  to  have  added,  "  Troy  was  taken, 
Carthage  is  burning.  Home's  turn  may  come  next."  The 
fulfilment  of  the  foreboding  had  been  long  delayed,  but  it 
had  come  at  last,  and  the  avenger  issued  from  Carthage. 

Fourteen  days  and  nights  the  pillage  continued,  and  all 
that  remained  of  public  or  private  wealth,  of  sacred  or 
profane  treasure,  was  diligently  transported  on  board  the 
African  ships. 

Notably,  the  spoils  of  the  Temple  of  Jerusalem,  brought 
thence  by  Titus,  including  the  seven-branched  candlestick 
of  gold,  were  transferred  from  Bome  to  Carthage ;  and  so 
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rapacious  were  the  barbarians  that  when  they  had  removed 
the  gold  and  silver  of  the  imperial  palace,  they  transported 
with  great  labour  the  brass  and  copper. 

Eudoxia,  the  guilty  cause  of  this  devastation^  advanced 
to  meet  Genseric  as  a  friend  and  deliverer,  but  was  ruddy 
strippisd  of  her  jewels,  and  compelled,  with  her  two 
daughters,  to  follow  the  haughty  Vandal  to  Carthage  as 
a  captive,  in  company  with  thousands  of  her  unhappy 
subjects,  the  unfeeling  barbarians  separating  parents  from 
children  and  wives  from  their  husbands.  When  they  had 
arrived  at  Carthage,  laden  with  the  spoils  of  Some,  the 
Vandals  allowed  their  unhappy  captives  to  suffer  the 
extremities  of  hunger  and  thirst;  the  charity  of  Deogratias, 
the  bishop  of  Carthage,  was  almost  their  sole  support 
This  charitable  bishop  even  sold  the  silver  and  gold  vessels 
of  the  Church  to  provide  for  the  necessities  of  his  afflicted 
fellow-Christians — purchasing  the  freedom  of  some,  and 
alleviating  the  slavery  of  others,  while  he  assisted  the 
wants  and  infirmities  of  a  captive  multitude.  By  his 
order,  two  spacious  churches  were  converted  into  hospitals, 
the  sick  were  distributed  in  convenient  beds,  and  liberally 
supplied  with  food  and  medicine.  The  aged  prelate 
repeated  his  visits,  both  by  day  and  nighty  with  an 
assiduity  that  surpassed  his  strength,  and  a  tender  sym- 
pathy which  enhanced  the  value  of  his  services. 

From  this  period  the  glory  of  Bome  was  a  dream  of  the 
past.  She  had  permitted  the  barbarians,  without  any 
resistance,  to  plunder  her  capital  of  every  article  of 
luxury  or  art  worth  the  trouble  of  removing.  She  had 
allowed  her  chosen  citizens,  the  flower  of  her  youth,  to  be 
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led  into  hopeless  captivity^  unable  to  raise  an  arm  in  their 
defence. 

Eight  sovereigns  in  succession  called  themselves  em- 
perors of  Borne  during  the  nineteen  years  Succeeding  the 
Vandal  invasion,  a.d.  457-476 — Avitus,  Majorian,  Ricimer 
(or  Severus),  Anthemius,  OlybriuS,  Glycerins,  Nepos,  and 
Augustulus.  Twice  during  this  period,  under  Majorian 
and  Anthemius,  attempts  were  made  to  recover  Africa ;  for 
its  loss  was  the  loss  of  the  very  granary  of  the  empirel 
On  the  second  occasion,  LeO,  the  emperor  of  the  East, 
who  had  succeeded  Marcian,  lent  the  assistance  of  his 
fleet  and  army ;  but  Genserio  succeeded  in  destroying  the 
former  with  fire-ships,  and  half  the  latter  was  left  on  the 
field  of  battle. 

After  the  failure  of  this  enterprise,  the  Vandals  became 
the  absolute  masters  of  the  Mediterranean,  and  the  pirates 
of  all  nations  took  pay  under  their  flag.  like  the  North- 
men of  the  German  Ocean,  they  kept  the  whole  sea-coast 
in  a  perpetual  state  of  terror,  which  did  not  cease  tiU  the 
Koman  empire  was  no  more.  Before  the  death  of  Genseric, 
A.D.  477,  in  the  fulness  of  years  and  warlike  fame,  he 
beheld  the  final  extinction  of  the  Empire  of  the  West. 
~  Augustulus,  son  of  Orestes,  was  the  last  who  bore  the 
once  proud  title  of  emperor  of  Rome.  Conquered  by 
Odoacer,  son  of  Edecon,  king  of  a  tribe  of  barbarians 
known  as  the  Scyrri,  he  purchased  an  inglorious  existence 
upon  the  condition  of  becoming  the  instrument  of  his  own 
disgrace.  He  signified  his  resignation  to  the  Senate,  and 
under  pressure  from  Odoacer,  who  had  resolved  to  abolish 
the  vain  phantom  of  a  Western  Empire,  the  Senate  wrotei 
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to  Zeno,  now  emperor  of  the  East,  disclaiming  the  wish 
to  keep  up  any  longer  the  shadow  of  an  imperial  suc- 
cession in  Italy.  In  their  own  name  and  that  of  the 
people,  they  expressed  the  desire  that  the  seat  of  "uni- 
versal empire"  should  be  transferred  to  Constantinople. 
Zeno,  after  some  demur,  received  the  ambassadors,  and 
consented  to  sanction  their  submission  to  Odoacer,  who 
took  the  title  of  King  of  Italy.  Odoacer  propitiated  the 
emperor  with  the  present  of  the  imperial  ensigns,  the 
sacred  ornaments  of  the  throne  of  the  Csesars ;  and  the 
shadow  of  power  departed,  as  the  substance  had  long  since 
departed,  from  the  city  of  the  seven  hills. 

The  causes  of  the  rise  and  progress  of  Home,  and  of  her 
ruin  and  decay,  are  the  same  which  have  similarly  in- 
fluenced the  formation  and  decay  of  all  the  great  nations 
of  antiquity. 

The  arts  of  war,  the  practice  of  stem  virtue,  the  self- 
denial,  the  heroic  seK-devotion  and  courage,  by  which 
Eome  rose  to  fame,  prostrated  beneath  her  feet  the  necks 
of  the  kings  of  the  earth.  In  the  time  of  Augustus  she 
sat  supreme  over  the  world,  the  mistress  of  the  nations; 
but  she  had  already  begun  to  learn,  from  the  effeminate 
races  she  had  conquered,  the  arts  of  luxury  and  the  un- 
bounded sensuality  which  had  worked  their  ruin,  and 
having  the  power  of  unlimited  indulgence  in  all  that 
could  minister  to  the  lusts  of  deprived  hearts,  she  utterly 
lost  the  purity  which  had  distinguished  her  early  citizens. 
The  result  was  obvious.  Her  sons  lost  their  manhood  by 
degrees,  until  they  paid  barbarians  to  wield  the  weapons 
they  could  wield  no  longer  for  the  defence  of  their  countiy, 
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and  fell  at  length  by  the  hands  of  their  savage  allies  and 
tilieir  kinsfolk. 

Christianity  had  saved  countless  individuals  from  this 
miserable  slavery  to  the  flesh ;  but  it  could  not  do  mor6, 
for  the  state,  nominally  Christian,  yet  retained  the  worst 
abuses  derived  from  the  Pagan  emperors,  until  finally  the 
deserts  yielded  Goths,  Huns,  and  Vandals  like  locusts,  and 
the  empire  felL  Christianity  had,  however,  reached  and 
softened  the  rude  conquerors,  and  if  it  could  not  avert 
destruction  from  the  nation,  it  had  at  least  broken  the 
violence  of  the  fall,  and  mollified  the  ferocious  temper  of, 
the  conquerors. 

Before  taking  our  leave  of  the  secular  history  of  the 
empire,  so  closely  interwoven  with  the  spiritual,  it  will  be 
necessary. to  glance  at  the  formation  of  the  great  future 
kingdoms  of  Britain,  Gaul,  and  Spain. 

Whilst  the  continents  of  Europe  and  Africa  yielded  an 
easy  prey  to  the  barbarians,  the  Britons,  deserted  by  their 
Eoman  lords,  and  deprived  of  the  flower  of  their  youth, 
who  had  been  drawn  from  the  island  to  serve  in  foreign 
wars,  maintained  for  upwards  of  a  century  a  desperate 
struggle  against  the  formidable  pirates  who  assailed  them 
on  every  side. 

The  cities,  which  had  been  fortified  with  great  skill,  were 
defended  with  stubborn  resolution;  the  advantages  of 
ground,  morass,  or  moimtain,  skilfully  used;  and  the  nume- 
rous defeats  of  the  Saxons,  in  spite  of  their  overwhelming 
numbers,  are  sufl&ciently  evident  from  the  discreet  silence 
of  their  annals,  and  the  few  authentic  traditions  which 
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survive  to  tell  us  how  (ieatly  our  predecessors  sold  thei? 
Kves  and  possessions.  It  took  thirty-five  yeajs  for  Hengist 
to  conquer  Kent.  The  whole  life  of  Cerdic  barely  sufficed 
for  the  conquest  of  Hampshire  and  the  Isle  of  Wight, 
and  when  a  century  had  elapsed,  the  Britons  still  possessed 
the  whole  extent  of  the  Western  Coast,  from  the  wall  of 
Antoninus  to  the  extreme  promontory  of  Cornwall ;  while 
many  of  the  inland  cities  yet  held  out  against  our  bar- 
barous ancestors. 

But  resistance,  if  it  cannot  be  successful,  serves  but  to 
increase  the  miseries  of  the  vanquished ;  and,  conquest  has 
never  been  more  dreadful  than  in  the  hands  of  the  Saxons, 
who  hated  alike  the  valour  and  the  Faith  of  their  enemies. 

The  fields  of  battle  might  be  traced  by  monuments  of 
bones  for  generations.  The  fallen  towers  and  walls  were 
reddened  by  carnage,  and  the  conquered  who  had  the 
misfortune  to  survive  the  assault  ruthlessly  massacred, . 
without  distinction  of  age  or  sex,  as  at  Anderida,  the 
modem  Pevensey,  of  which  the  Anglo-Saxon  Chronicle  tells 
us  with  dread  simplicity :  "  This  year  (490)  EUa  and  Cissa 
besieged  Anderida  (Andredes  Coaster),  and  slew  all  who 
dwelt  there,  so  that  not  one  Briton  remained  there  ahve.** 

After  the  destruction  of  the  principal  cities,  the  British 
bishops  retired  with  their  flocks,  such  at  least  as  survived, 
to  the  fastnesses  of  the  West.  Even  the  remembrance  of 
Christianity  was  abolished,  and  the  land  was  again  over- 
spread with  the  dense  darkness  of  heathenism. 

The  very  language  of  the  Eomanized  Britons  seemed 
obliterated ;  the  titles  of  honour,  the  political  institutions, 
all  disappeared,  to  be  succeeded  by  the   simple  order 
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which  had  existed  amongst  the  shepherds  or  pirates  of 
Germany. 

Far  more  mild  and  merciful  W6ts  the  fate  of  the  inhabi- 
tants of  CrauL  Their  disposition  was  less  warlike  than  that 
of  the  Britons,  and  they  bent  before  the  storm  instead 
of  resisting  tiU  they  broke  beneath  it;  so  that  by  slow 
degrees  the  conquering  Franks  and  the  conquered  Gauls 
became  one  people,  and  united  to  form  the  modem  king- 
dom of  France.  The  darkest  hour  Gaul  ever  knew  was 
that  of  the  "scourge  of  God,"  the  ruthless  Attila;  but  it 
passed  away  as  we  have  related,  and  the  formation  of  the 
future  kingdom  was  at  hand. 

Clovis,  king  of  the  Franks,  had  married  a  Christian 
princess,  Clotilda,  a  Catholic,  and  zealous  for  God ;  so 
that  from  the  hour  of  her  marriage  she  gave  her  whole 
thoughts  to  the  conversion  of  her  heathen  husband,  and 
wearied  heaven  with  prayer. 

At  length,  in  the  year  496,  her  labours  were  rewarded. 
In  an  hour  of  extreme  danger,  almost  worsted  in  battle 
by  the  Alemanni,  Clovis,  like  Constantine,  vowed  that  if 
he  obtained  victory  he  would  devote  his  future  life  to  the 
God  of  Clotilda.  A  decisive  victory  followed,  and  the 
King  of  the  Franks,  with  three  thousand  of  his  bravest 
warriors,  was  baptized  by  the  Bishop  S.  Eemigius  in  the 
cathedral  of  Eheims.  So  marvellously  was  he  struck  by 
the  grandeur  of  the  Catholic  worship,  by  the  mystic  odour 
of  incense,  the  wreathy  clouds  of  perfumed  smoke  which 
veiled  the  altar,  gleaming  with  its  lights,  and  the  solemn 
chant  of  the  hymns,  that  he  pressed  the  hand  of  the 
bishop  with  a  visible  tremour,  and  exdlaimed,  "  Is  this 
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heaven  ? "  "  No,"  replied  Eemigius,  "  but  it  is  the  portal 
thereof."  As  he  baptized  the  king,  he  added  the  remark- 
able words,  "Bow  thy  neck  in  meekness,  worship  that 
thou  hast  once  burnt,  bum  that  thou  hast  once  wor- 
shipped." 

It  is  again  recorded  that  this  founder  of  France,  when 
S.  Eemigius  read  to  him  the  story  of  the  Passion  from  the 
gospels,  broke  out  into  the  exclamation,  "Would  that  I 
had  been  there  with  my  gallant  Franks !  Speedily  would 
I  have  avenged  His  wrongs."  But  although  his  conversion 
did  not  proceed  from  very  enlightened  motives,  yet  it 
was  very  sincere,  and  Christianity  was  restored,  or  rather 
preserved,  to  Gaul.  His  religious  policy  was  chiefly 
directed  by  S.  Eemigius,  who  ruled  the  see  of  Eheims 
for  no  less  than  seventy-two  years,  dating  from  A.D.  462. 
The  career  of  Clovis  was  one  of  almost  unbroken  con- 
quest. At  its  commencement,  when  he  succeeded  his 
father  as  chief  of  the  Salian  Franks,  the  narrow  limits  of 
his  dominion  were  confined  to  Batavia,  Toumay,  and 
Arras,  and  even  at  his  baptism  his  army  did  not  exceed 
the  number  of  five  thousand  warriors.  The  victory  over  the 
Alemanni,  which  preceded  his  conversion,  was  followed  by 
the  annexation  of  their  whole  territory.  But  after  his 
baptism,  his  career  was  one  of  rapid  and  almost  unbroken 
conquest.  The  defeat  of  the  Burgundians,  whose  territory 
then  extended  from  the  Vosges  to  the  Mediterranean,  led 
eventually  to  the  incorporation  of  their  whole  dominions. 
His  last  victory  expelled  the  Arian  Visigoths  from  Graul, 
save  that  they  were  allowed  to  retain  a  narrow  strip  of 
sea-coast  from  the  mouth  of  the  Ehine  to  the  Pyrenees. 
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The  emperor  of  the  East  bestowed  upon  Clovis  the 
empty  honour  of  Boman  consulship,  which,  however, 
pacified  his  Gallic  subjects,  accustomed  to  regard  that 
title  with  traditional  reverence.  Thus  Clovis  laid  the 
foundations  and  became  the  first  monarch  of  France, 
ruling  over  a  territory  even  more  extensive  than  the 
modem  kingdom. 

Our  attention  must  next  be  given  to  Spain.  The 
Visigoths,  conquered  by  Clovis,  had  resigned  their  Gallic 
possessions,  but  they  were  amply  compensated  by  the 
conquest  and  sure  possession  of  the  peninsula  of  Spain. 
Their  predecessors,  the  Suevi  and  Vandals,  were  either 
expelled  or  permitted  to  remain  as  peaceable  subjects,  and 
for  three  centuries,  until  the  overthrow  of  the  Gothic 
monarchy  by  the  Saracens,  they  remained  in  the  secure 
enjojrment  of  peace  and  plenty. 

Their  voluntary  conversion  from  the  Arian  heresy  to 
the  Catholic  Faith  took  place  in  the  reign  of  Eecared,  and 
from  that  time  the  Faith  of  Nicaea  knew  no  stouter 
defenders.  All  the  books  containing  the  Arian  heresies 
were  reduced  to  ashes,  and  the  ambassadors  of  the  Spanish 
monarch  bore  magnificent  gifts  to  the  successor  of  S.  Peter. 

The  state  of  the  Church  in  Africa  under  the  Vandals, 
at  the  period  of  the  fall  of  the  Western  empire,  was  most 
grievous;  the  cruel  task  of  subduing  the  religious  belief 
of  the  whole  population  was  seriously  undertaken  by 
Q^nseric  and  his  successors. 

In  his  early  youth,  that  tyrant  had  forsaken  the  orthodox 

Faith,  and  the  apostate,  like  most  other  apostates,  hated  the 
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Faith  he  had  forsaken  with  a  most  bitter  hatred.  He  was 
exasperated  to  feel  that,  although  he  had  subdued  the  arms 
of  the  Africans  in  the  field,  he  could  not  subdue  their  soti1s» 
and  that  those  who  had  yielded  before  his  secular  weapons 
defied  his  spiritual  ones. 

During  his  whole  life,  his  Catholic  subjects  were  op- 
pressed by  sanguinary  laws ;  but  it  was  not  until  his  death 
and  the  accession  of  his  son,  the  infamous  Hunneric,  that 
the  full  fury  of  the  storm  broke  upon  the  FaithfuL 

This  infamous  prince  inherited  all  the  vices  without  the 
redeeming  qualities  of  Grenseric,  and  his  savage  fury  was 
fatal  to  his  brother,  his  nepbews,and  the  friends  of  his  father. 

At  the  beginning  of  his  reign,  however,  he  affected 
toleration;  and  the  numerous  conversions  from  Arianism 
which  followed  the  ministrations  of  the  Catholic  bishop, 
Eugenius,  terrified  and  enraged  the  Arians.  Worsted  in 
argument,  they  prevailed  upon  Hunneric  to  issue  an  edict 
that  no  Vandal  should  be  allowed  to  enter  the  Catholic 
churches,  and  as  the  bishops  declined  to  enforce  it,  upon 
the  plea  that  the  House  of  God  was  open  to  all,  the  tyrant 
stationed  guards  at  the  doors  of  the  churches  with  in- 
structions to  scalp  every  Vandal  who  attempted  to  enter. 
Shortly  afterwards,  another  edict  deprived  all  Catholics  of 
their  civil  offices,  and  a  later  one  banished  five  thousand 
to  a  place  in  the  deserts  infested  by  venomous  serpents,  to 
which  they  were  hurried  with  such  cruelty  that  many  died 
upon  the  road. 

Another  expedient  suggested  itself  to  the  mind  of  Hun- 
neric ;  he  summoned  nearly  five  hundred  Catholic  bishops 
to  a  conference  with  the  Arians,  on  the  1st  of  February, 
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AJ).  484.  On  the  preceding  festival  of  the  Epiphany,  a 
blind  man  was  said  to  have  been  miraculously  restored  to 
sight  by  the  Catholic  bishop,  and  the  Faithful  were  much 
elated,  while  the  Arians  ascribed  the  miracle  to  magic. 

In  order  to  show  the  Catholics  the  fate  in  store  for  them 
if  they  did  not  submit,  Hunneric  ordered  one  of  their 
number,  named  Laetus,  to  be  burned  alive  before  the  open- 
ing of  the  conference. 

When  the  day  arrived,  the  Arian  patriarch  was  given  ' 
the  office  of  president,  to  the  great  indignation  of  the 
Catholics,  and  it  was  soon  manifest  that  he  was  only  there 
to  receive  their  expected  submission ;  for  he  declined  all 
controversy  upon  the  plea  that  he  could  not  speak  Latin. 
Eugenius  replied  by  a  written  profession  of  the  Faith,  and 
the  meeting  separated  without  any  result. 

Hunneric  immediately  confiscated  all  the  Catholic 
churches;  forbade  any  one  to  give  those  who  remained 
faithful  either  food  or  lodging,  under  penalty  of  being 
burnt,  with  house  and  family;  and  commenced  a  most 
cruel  and  unsparing  persecution.  Eespectable  citizens 
and  noble  matrons  were  stripped  naked,  and  raised  in  the 
air  by  pulleys,  with  a  weight  beneath  their  feet.  In  this 
painful  attitude  their  naked  bodies  were  torn  by  scourges, 
and  burnt  in  the  most  tender  parts  with  hot  iron.  The 
amputation  of  the  ears,  the  nose,  the  tongue,  and  the  right 
hand  was  frequently  inflicted,  and  a  bishop  and  proconsul 
suffered  amongst  other  victims. 

During  this  period,  one  of  the  most  famous  of  the  "eccle- 
siastical miracles"  occurred  at'Tipsasa,  a  maritime  colony 
of  Mauritania,  which  had  ever  been  distinguished  by  the 
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orthodox  zeal  of  its  inhabitants.    At  the  approach  of  ai 
Arian  bishop,  the  town  was  deserted,  all  who  could  piocure 
ships  passing  over  into  Spain ;  while  the  unhappy  remnant, 
refusing  all   communion  with  the  heretical  bishop,  held 
their  assemblies  for  religious  worship  as  before.    Theii 
disobedience  exasperated  the  cruelty  of  Hunneric,  and  a 
military  count  was  despatched  from  Carthage,  who  col- 
lected the  Catholics  in  the  Forum,  and,  in  the  presence  of 
the  multitude  deprived  them  of  their  right  hands  and 
their  tongues,  when,  to  the  astonishment  of  the  perse- 
cutors, they  continued  to  speak  as  before.     This  muade 
is  attested  by  Victor,  an  African  bishop,   who,  writing 
within  two  years  of  the  event,  says :  "  If  any  one  doubts 
of  the  truth,  let  him  repair  to  Constantinople,  and  listen 
to  the  clear  and  perfect  language  of  Eestitutus,  the  sub- 
deacon,  one  of  those  glorious  suflFerers  who  is  now  lodged 
in  the  palace  of  the  emperor  Zeno."     A  Platonic  philo- 
sopher, ^neas  of  Gaza,  also  says:  "I  saw  them  myself; 
I  heard  them  speak ;  I  diligently  inquired  by  what  means 
such  an  articulate  voice  could  be  formed  without  any 
organ  of  speech.    I  used  my  eyes  to  examine  the  report  of 
my  ears.     I  opened  their  mouth,  and  saw  that  the  whole 
tongue  had  been  completely  torn  away  by  the  roots— an 
operation  which  the  physicians  generally  suppose  to  be 
mortaL"     This  testimony  is  confirmed  by  the  superfluous 
evidence  of  an  edict  of  the  emperor  Justinian,  and  of 
many  other  contemporary  writers.* 

Shortly  afterwards,  while  the  persecution  was  at  its 
height,  Hunneric  died  of  a  loathsome  disease,  and  the 
persecution  ceased. 

*  Gibbon,  chap,  zzyii. 


THE  FALL  OF  THE   WESTERN  EMPIRE,  4^5 

But  the  Vandals  still  continued  Arian,  and  the  peree- 
cution  revived  at  intervals  with  varying  intensity,  until 
their  dominion  was  completely  overthrown,  a.d.  534,  by 
Belisarius,  the  general  of  Justinian,  the  great  emperor  of 
the  East. 

From  this  time  the  Arian  heresy  ceased  to  exert  any 
influence  upon  Christendom,  and,  oppressed  alike  by  the 
weight  of  Catholic  truth  and  the  force  of  example,  nation 
after  nation  adopted  the  Faith  of  Mcaea. 

Such  was  the  case  with  the  Burgundians,  under  their 
king  Sigismund;  the  Suevi,  under  Theodimir;  and  the 
Spanish  Visigoths,  as  we  have  already  seen,  under  Eecared. 

The  last  people  who  made  a  national  profession  of 
Arianism  were  the  Lombards  of  Italy ;  but  the  exertions 
of  Gregory  the  Great,  the  spiritual  father  of  English  as 
distinct  from  British  Christianity,  led  to  their  conversion, 
and  the  Arian  controversy  was  terminated  after  a  war  of 
nearly  three  centuries. 

Here  we  must  close  our  historical  labours.  The  growth 
and  progress  of  the  Church  amongst  the  various  nations  of 
Europe,  then  commencing  their  early  career,  and  laying 
the  foundations  of  their  modem  greatness,  is  beyond  the 
scope  of  the  present  work. 


CHAPTER  XXV. 

SUPPLEMENTARY. 

TTTE  have  now  traced  the  rise  and  progress  of  Chiis- 
^  ^  tianity  from  the  Day  of  Pentecost  until  the  fall  of 
that  mighty  empire  under  whose  shadow  it  arose.  We 
have  beheld  it  victorious  both  over  that  empire  and  over 
the  barbarians,  by  whom  its  mighty  socied  fabric  was 
shattered;  and  we  have  now,  in  conclusion,  to  glance 
briefly  at  the  doctrine,  worship,  and  ritual  of  the  Church 
during  the  days  of  the  first  four  general  councils,  and 
at  the  close  of  the  period  we  have*  had  under  our  con- 
sideration. 

The  limits  of  the  Church  had  continued  to  extend 
themselves,  as  we  have  seen,  during  the  whole  of  the 
ecclesiastical  and  political  troubles  of  the  age,  until  they 
comprised  the  whole  territory .  once  under  the  sway  (rf 
Eome;  and  it  is  singular  that  the  power  of  Catholic 
Christianity  should  have  coincided  so  nearly  with  the 
former  jurisdiction  of  the  empire.  Beyond  that  limit 
Christianity  existed,  it  is  true,  but  it  was  not  as  a  rule 
Catholic  Christianity.  It  would,  nevertheless,  be  most 
unfair  to  undervalue  the  self-denying  labours  of  those 
Nestorian  missionaries  by  whom,  as  we  have  seen,  the 
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Faith  was  preached  throughout  Asia,  and  whose  spiritual 
organization  comprised  no  less  than  twenty-five  provinces, 
while  it  numbered  its  children  by  tens  of  millions.  The 
natural  antipathy  of  Persia  to  Eome  led  her  not  only 
to  tolerate,  but  even  to  patronize,  the  Nestorian  form  of 
Christianity,  while  she  persecuted  the  Catholic  Faith. 

The  growth  of  the  mighty  spiritual  power  of  the  papacy 
may  well  arrest  our  attention. 

There  were  in  the  fifth  century,  after  Chalcedon,  five 
great  patriarchs,  possessing  extensive  jurisdiction — ^those 
of  Eome,  Constantinople,  Alexandria,  Antioch,  and  Jeru- 
salem. To  these.  Oriental  writers  add  a  sixth,  the  patriarch 
•of  Seleucia;  but  this  see,  as  we  have  narrated,  was  sepa- 
rated from  the  unity  of  the  Church,  and  became  the  head- 
quarters of  Nestorianism. 

The  patriarchs  were  distinguished  by  special  prerogatives 
attached  to  their  high  stations.  They  consecrated  the 
bishops  in  the  provinces  under  their  jurisdiction;  they 
had  power  to  judge  all  controversies  and  disputes  arising 
amongst  ecclesiastics  within  their  limits,  and  to  convoke 
synods  of  their  suffragans  to  discuss  provincial  affairs; 
and  they  appointed  vicars,  or  deputies,  vested  with  their 
authority  to  represent  their  power  in  the  extremities  of 
their  dominion.  Often  their  influence,  as  in  the  case  of 
Cyril  of  Alexandria,  was  greater,  even  in  affairs  of  state, 
than  that  of  the  Eoman  governors,  and  the  only  restraining 
power  lay  in  the  imperial  authority  on  the  one  hand,  and 
the  appeal  to  a  general  council  on  the  other — an  appeal 
we  have  often  had  occasion  to  consider  in  the  course  of 
.our  history. 
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But  of  all  these  patriarchates,  none  was  so  mighty  or 
so  favoured  by  circumstances  as  Rome.  The  pohtical 
greatness  of  the  city  in  which  the  popes  had  their  seat 
was,  perhaps,  the  chief  cause  in  the  first  instance,  and 
appears  to  have  been  recognized  as  such  at  Ghalcedon, 
which  gave  the  second  rank  to  Constantinople  as  a  new 
Borne. 

But  the  great  Eoman  pontiff,  Leo,  did  not  permit  this 
assumption  to  pass  unchallenged,  and  boldly  claimed 
supremacy  as  being  the  successor  of  S.  Peter,  the  prince 
of  the  Apostles,  upon  whom,  as  upon  a  rock,  the  Church 
was  built — an  interpretation  of  a  much-disputed  text 
which  did  not,  even  in  those  days,  pass  unchallengei 
Other  circumstances  had  also  united  in  strengthening  the 
influence  of  the  mighty  see — its  occupants  had  escaped 
the  deadly  pit-falls  of  heresy  into  which  one  or  other  of 
the  patriarchs  of  the  East  had  fallen.  Nestorius  of 
Constantinople  had  been  deposed  and  exconununicated  by 
one  general  council,  Dioscorus  of  Alexandria  by  another; 
but  on  each  occasion  Bome  had  espoused  the  cause  of 
orthodoxy ;  and  Cyril  of  Alexandria  and  Flavian  of  Con- 
stantinople had  alternately  rejoiced  in  the  support  of 
Celestine  and  Leo;  thus  Bome  had  gained  a  kind  of 
supremacy  over  each  of  these  great  sees. 

Its  apostoUc  origin,  then  universally  recognised,  the 
number  of  its  bishops  who  had  sealed  the  Faith  with 
their  blood,  and  chiefly  its  singular  freedom  from  heresy, 
had  all  conspired  to  unite  with  political  forces  in  paving 
its  way  to  universal  empire,  wider  and  grander  fer  than 
the  Csesars  had  enjoyed — a  power  which  had,  doubtlesa^ 
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its  providential  use,  although  we  cannot  concede  that  it 
was  of  Divine  right. 

Thus  it  formed  the  chief  rallying-point  of  the  Italian 
people  at  that  fearful  crisis  when  the  sceptre  dropped 
&om  the  nerveless  hand  of  the  Csesars;  and  it  was  Leo, 
not  those  vain  shadows  of  former  power,  the  emperors, 
who  made  terms  with  Attila  and  Genseric.  Thus  the 
papacy  became  a  centre  of  unity  when  the  empire  was 
crumbling  to  pieces;  and  the  missionary  bishops,  who 
converted  barbarian  nations,  equally  with  their  converts, 
learned  to  seek  spiritual  aid  from  the  mighty  Fatiier  of 
Western  Christendom. 

Again,  as  we  have  already  observed,  the  downfall  of  the 
Church  of  Africa,  noted  for  her  proud  spirit  and  inde- 
pendence, manifested  in  Cyprian  when  he  contended  with 
pope  Stephen,  or  in  those  bishops  who  denied  the  right  of 
Zosimus  to  acquit  Pelagius,  removed  the  only  obstacle  in 
the  path  of  Eome  to  supreme  power  in  the  West.  The 
case  of  Apiarius,  an  African  presbyter,  whom  Zosimus 
had  received  into  communion  after  he  had  been  deposed 
by  an  African  council,  suflSiciently  shows  how  stubborn 
their  resistance  was,  and  how  great  a  barrier  it  must  have 
proved  to  the  growth  of  Eoman  supremacy.  The  African 
fathers  wrote  to  Celestine  (for  Zosimus  and  his  successor, 
Boniface,  had  both  died  while  the  case  was  pending) 
desiring  him  that  he  would  not  for  the  future  give  ear  to 
complaints  from  Africei,  nor  admit  those  to  communion 
whom  they  had  excommunicated,  which  he  might,  they 
said,  easUy  perceive  was  contrary  to  the  canons  of  Nicaea ; 
for. the  Nicene  fathers  had  wisely  and  justly  decided  that 
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all  controTeisies  should  be  ended  in  the  proyinces  where 
they  arose.*  From  this  it  is  evident  that  the  claims  of 
modem  Borne  were  not  put  forward  or  acknowledged  at 
the  period  in  question,  and  even  at  a  later  period,  we  find 
S.  Gregory  disclaiming,  the  tiUe  kA  universal  bishop,  and 
the  British  bishops  disclaiming  his  supremacy^ 

The  progress  of  Monasticism  had  been  very  great 
during  this  period,  and  as  the  monks  were  chiefly  under 
the  direction  of  the  patriarchs,  their  influence  had  greatlj 
tended  to  promote  the  despotic  power  wielded  by  a  Cyril 
for  good,  or  a  Dioscorus  for  evU.  The  knowledge  of  the 
monastic  life  was  introduced  into  Bome  by  S.  Athanasius, 
who  brought  thither  several  (rf  the  followers  of  S.  Antony, 
whose  strange  appearance  at  first  excited  horror  and 
contempt,  which  afterwards  yielded  to  admiration  and 
ip[iitation ;  so  that  Rome,  which  in  her  pagan  days  conld 
barely  support  the  institution  of  six  vestals,  was  now 
surroimded  by  monasteries,  seated  on  the  ruins  of  andent 
temples. 

HUarion,  a  Syrian  youth,  fixed  his  abode  on  a  sandy 
beach  near  Gaza,  and  by  startling  austerities  drew  around 
him,  after  the  lapse  of  years,  two  or  three  thousand 
followers. 

S.  Basil,  as  we  have  already  related,  left  Athens  to 
retire  to  the  savage  solitudes  of  Pontus,  and  spiritoal 
colonies  sprang  up  dround  him  in  all  directions.  S. 
Martin  established  the  monastic  system  in  Gaul,  and  two 
thousand  monks  followed  him  to  the  grave.   In  Egypt^  the 

*  BiAghftbi)  ix.  ir 
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followers  of  Antony  and  Pachomius  became,  it  was  said,  the 
tnajority  of  the  population,  and  the  deserts  became  vocal 
with  the  praises  of  God.  Even  beyond  the  tropic,  the  sun- 
burnt sands  of  Ethiopia  were  tenanted  by  solitaries,  and 
in  the  ftar  north-west,  S.  Patrick  introduced  the  same  sys- 
tem into  Ireland,  whence,  in  after  years,  Irish  monks,  under 
S.  Columba,  evangelized  Scotland.  In  short,  the  progress 
of  Monasticism  was  co-extensive  with  that  of  Christianity. 

The  original  dress  of  the  monks  was  that  of  the  peasants 
of  their  day;  which,  being  retained  when  the  fashions 
changed,  became  at  last  a  distinctive  habit.  The  sump- 
tuous buildings  which  in  mediaeval  days  contained  the 
devotees  had  not  yet  arisen;  their  original  cells  were 
low,  narrow  huts,  built  of  the  slightest  materials,  which 
formed,  by  the  regular  distribution  of  the  streets,  a  large 
and  populous  village,  inclosing,  within  the  conmion  wall, 
church,  hospital,  library,  ofi&ces,  garden,  and  fountain  or 
spring  t)f  fresh  water.  Thirty  or  forty  brethren  composed  a 
family  of  separate  discipline  or  diet,  and  the  great  Egyptian 
monasteries  numbered  from  thirty  to  forty  families.* 

The  austere  monks  conmionly  slept  on  the  ground  on  a 
head  ihat  or  rough  blanket,  and  tiie  same  bundle  of  palm 
leaves  served  as  a  seat  by  day  and  a  pillow  by  night. 
Their  rules  of  abstinence  were  not  uniform  or  perpetual ; 
the  stem  discipline  of  Lent  was  balanced  by  the  cheerful 
festivities  of  Easter  or  Pentecost,  and  great  allowances  were 
made  for  the  inhabitants  of  northern  climates ;  for  it  was 
allowed  that  an  indulgence  of  appetite,  whioh  would  be 
pardonable  in  a  Gaul,  was  gluttony  in  an  Egyptian.     The 

*  See  Gibbon,  chap,  zzxvii.,  from  whom  this  accouiit  is  in  part  abridg-ed. 
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brethren  were  supported  by  their  manued  labour ;  gardens 
and  fields  were  cultivated  by  their  industry*  In  later  ages^ 
their  skiU  in  copying  manuscripts  kept  the  knowledge  of 
ancient  literature  alive  for  a  future  generation,  and  pos- 
terity must  gratefully  acknowledge  that  the  monumentB  of 
Greek  and  Boman  genius  owe  their  present  existence  to 
their  indefatigable  pens.  But  the  more  humble  industry 
of  the  early  Egyptian  monks  was  contented  with  weaving 
the  leaves  of  the  pahn  tree  into  mats  and  baskets,  which 
were  sent  down  the  Nile  as  far  as  Alexandria,  and  sup- 
plied the  monks  with  the  means  of  existence  and  of  chanty. 

Their  lives  were  thus  passed  in  solitude,  varied  by  the 
continual  recurrence  of  religious  services.  At  their  silent 
meals,  their  cowls  hid  their  faces  from  each  other.  Their 
work  during  the  day  was  accompanied,  their  repose  at  nigbt 
interrupted,  by  vocal  or  mental  prayer.  In  the  silence  of 
the  Egyptian  night  the  rustic  horn  blew  the  signal  of  devo- 
tion, when  the  stars  indicated  the  appointed  hour ;  and  in 
times  of  Arian  persecution  the  same  signal  summoned  them 
frequently  for  self-defence ;  so  that  the  imperied  soUieB 
repeatedly  observed  that  they  would  sooner  face  the  fiercest 
barbarians  than  the  monks,  when  once  determined  upon 
resistance. 

But  the  most  marvellous  phenomenon  of  the  age  was 
the  existence  of  the  pillar  saints,  amongst  whom  Simeon 
Stylites  is  most  conspicuous.  At  the  age  of  thirteen,  this 
young  Syrian  deserted  the  profession  of  a  shepherd,  and 
entered  a  neighbouring  monastery.  After  a  long  and  paiir 
ful  novitiate,  in  which  his  superiors  often  had  to  interfae 
for  the  protection  of  his  life  against  the  effects  of  extra- 


•  SUPPLEMENTARY.  493 

Tagant  austerities,  lie  established  his  residence  on  a  moun* 
tain,  east  of.Antioch.  Within  the  space  of  a  circle  of 
stones^  to  which  he  had  attached  himself  by  a  chain,  he 
ascended  a  column  which  he  successively  raised  from  the 
height  of  nine  ta  that  of  sixty  feet  above  the  ground. 
The  fame  of  his  austerities  caused  multitudes  to  flock 
around  him.  Tribes  of  Ishmaelites,  amongst  whom  other 
missionaries  had  laboured  in  vain,  were  entranced  by  this 
instance  of  self-mortification,  and  heard  from  his  lijJs  the 
tnessage  they  had  despised  when  brought  them  by  others. 
** Multitudes  of  Arabs,"  says  Theodoret  of  Cyrus,  "who 
had  been  enslaved  in  the  darkness  of  sin,  were  enlightened 
fi*om  that  pillar.  For  this  most  shining  light,  set  as  upon 
a  candlestick,  cast  its  beams  around  as  a  sun,  and  Iberi, 
Persians,  and  Armenians  came  and  were  baptised.  Coming 
in  tribes,  the  Arabs  renounced  with  acclamations  the  errors 
of  their  ancestors.  Breaking  their  images,  and  renouncing 
their  heathen  rites,  they  received  the  blessed  sacraments 
and  accepted  the  Divine  laws  from  that  holy  tongue." 

In  this  lofty  station  Simeon  spent  thirty  years,  enduring 
the  heat  of  the  Syrian  sun  and  the  colds  of  the  winter 
nights.  The  progress  of  an  ulcer  in  the  thigh  perhaps 
shortened,  but  did  not  impede,  this  aerial  life,  in  the  course 
of  which  kings  and  queens  bowed  down  before  him,  the 
emperors  sent  to  consult  him  on  affairs  of  state,  men 
brought  their  disputes  to  await  his  decision,  congregations 
assembled  twice  daily  to  hear  his  exhortations,  and  whole 
nations  were  evangelized. 

The  patient  hermit  died,  without  descending  from  his 
column,  in  the  year  460,  at  the  age  of  seventy-two,  and  a 
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procession,  in  which  all  the  dignity  and  wealth  of  the 
iempire  was  represented,  bore  his  hallowed  relics  to  Antioch 
as  her  choicest  treasure. 

It  is  very  hard  in  these  days  to  appreciate  the  motives 
which  led  men  to  adopt  and  which  perhaps  seemed  to  justify 
such  fearful  austerities.  The  severity  with  which  they 
afflicted  their  bodies  and  denied  every  natural  appetite  is 
even  startling;  but  it  was  perhaps  the  natural  reaction  from 
the  fearful  profligacy  into  which  the  civilized  world  had 
fallen — profligacy  which  had  overspread  every  rank  and 
condition  of  life,  and  from  which  it  seemed  simply  impossible 
to  escape  in  the  world ;  it  had  become  the  very  atmosphero 
men  breathed.  The  clergy  of  the  cities  (or  secular  clergy) 
were  quite  unable  to  cope  with  this  deadly  evil,  the  result 
of  centuries  of  misgovemment  and  moral  pollution;  and 
although  they  led  lives  of  strict  morality  themselves,  yet 
they  seemed  powerless  to  stem  the  torrent  of  evil 

The  hopelessness  of  escaping  such  pollution  in  the  world 
made  the  multitude  shrink,  as  we  have  often  seen,  from 
baptism  itself,  until  death  stared  them  in  the  face;  but 
there  were  a  few  who  saw  plainly  that  this  was  but  a  rank 
evasion  of  man's  duty  to  his  Maker,  an  attempt  to  give 
Him  the  dregs  of  a  life,  while  the  full  cup  had  been  given  to 
Satan.  But  what  could  they  do  ?  they  feared  that  baptism 
would  but  intensify  that  sin  which  seemed  unavoidable  in 
the  world. 

One  avenue  of  escape  presented  itself — the  monastic 
life  and  the  deserts,  and  they  fearlessly  embraced  it ;  and 
the  men  who  thus  gave  up  all  for  God  were  the  noblest 
spirits  of  their  age — men  with  whom  the  secular  cleigy, 


SUPPLEMENTARY,  495 

who  are  now  reckoned  with  the  saints,  spent  their  ap- 
prenticeship,  like  S.  Chrysostom,  before  they  returned  to 
fight  the  battle  of  Grod  in  the  world. 

From  the  time  that  Christianity  became  the  established 
religion  of  the  Soman  empire,  it  appeared  to  be  the 
natural  impulse  of  the  Faithful  to  lavish  their  riches 
upon  the  House  of  Qod  and  its  services^  following  not 
merely  the  precedent  of  the  earUer  dispensation,  but  the 
same  holy  instinct  whidi  led  Mary  to  anoint  the  Saviour's 
Feet  with  the  precious  ointment.  Many  of  the  basilicau^ 
in  which  the  Faithful  had  once  stood  before  their  hea- 
then judges,  to  suffer  torment  cheerfully  for  the  sake 
of  their  Lord,  were  now  given  to  the  Church  as  having 
been  consecrated  by  their  sufferings,  and  were  adapted  to 
the  worship  of  God,  the  apse  where  the  magistrates  had  sat 
serving  for  the  sanctuary,  and  the  altar  being  placed  on 
the  chord  of  the  apse,  with  the  seat  of  the  bishop  inmie- 
diately  behind  it,  and  tiiose  of  the  presbyters  on  his  right 
hand  and  on  his  left,  so  as  to  form  together  a  semicircle. 
It  was  customary  in  these  churches  for  the  celebrant  in  the 
Holy  Mysteries  to  stand  behind  the  centre  of  the  altar, 
facing  the  people,  wMle  in  other  churches,  wherein  the 
altars  were  differently  arranged  he  stood  in  front,  facing 
eastward;  for  it  was  a  custom  from  the  earliest  ages  tO' 
build  churches  towards  the  East. 

The  altars  in  the  Eiajst  were  veiled  from  view  by  a  cur- 
tain, which  was  withdrawn  after  the  consecration.  Thus, 
S.  Chrysostom  says,  "  When  the  Sacrifice  is  brought  forth;, 
when  Christ,  the  Lamb  of  God,  is  offered,  then  think  that  youi 
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see  the  heavens  opened,  and  the  angels  of  God  deseending 
from  above."  In  the  West,  the  altar  was  visible  as  with  as. 
The  lights  over  the  altar  were  commonly  suspended  from 
the  ceiling,  so  that  the  sanctuary  of  a  church  is  compared 
by  some  poetical  writers  of  antiquity  to  the  heavens  glit- 
tering with  stars.  At  a  very  eariy  period  the  sacied  vessds 
were  frequently  composed  of  gold. 

The  whole  sanctuaiy,  separated  by' the  veil,  or  sometiineff 
by  rails  of  wood,  arranged,  much  like  modem  chancel- 
screens,  in  the  form  of  net-work,  was  inaccessible  to  the 
laity  during  divine  service,  as  we  learn  from  Eusehiua 
He  woodwork  was  called  "  cancelli,"  whence  tiie  modem 
English  word  chancel. 

Until  the  time  of  Constantine  altars  were  generally 
of  wood,  and  even  afterwards,  since  S.  Augustine,  telling 
us  of  the  outrages  committed  by  the  Donatists,  menti(»)s 
their  beating  a  Catholic  bishop  with  the  broken  pieces  of 
the  altar. 

But  a  few  years  Ijater  they  were  all  but  universaUy  made 
of  stone,  so  that  a  Gallic  council,  a.d*  509,  forbids  any 
altars  to  be  consecrated  "save  those  of  stone."  No  doc- 
trine appears  to  have  been  involved  in  the  change,  so  &r 
as  the  records  of  those  ages  supply  information. 

In  the  first  ages  there  was  only  one  altar  in  each  chureh. 
''One  altar  in  the  church  and  one  bishop **  was  the 
maxim  of  S.  Ignatius,  a  custom  the  Greeks  have  retained. 
Some  writers  even  suppose  that  originally  there  was  hat 
one  altar  in  each  city,  as  only  one  baptistery ;  but  ihii  is 
very  doubtful,  and  could  only  prevail  when  the  number  of 
the  Faithful  was  small. 
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The  nave  of  the  chutch  was  usually  a  square  building, 
between  the  nartheXy  or  porch,  and  the  sanctuary.  Imme- 
diately at  the  entrance  the  substrcUi,  or  penitents  of  the 
third  order,  worshipped,  who  as  it  has  been  previously 
mentioned,  derived  their  name  from  their  custom  of  pros- 
trating themsdves  after  the  sermon,  during  the  prayers 
and  benediction  which  was  given  them  by  the  bishop  or 
presiding  minister  after  the  "  Missa  Catechumenorum"  was 
ended.  There  was  the  amJH),  or  pulpit,  whence  the  Epistles 
and  Gk)spels,  and  the  Piptychs,  were  read.  Sermons  were 
more  commonly  preached  from  the  steps  of  the  sanctuary, 
as  Valerius  observes;  Above  the  ambo,  the  fourth  order  of 
penitents,  the  consistentes,  had  their  place,  so  called  because 
they  were  allowed  to  remain  during  the  celebration,  al- 
though they  were  not  permitted  to  communicate. 

The  places  of  men  and  women  were  kept  distinct  by 
means, of  wooden  screens,  as  S.  Ghrysostom  motions ;  but 
in  some  churches  the  women  worshipped  in  gallerieB  set 
apart  for  that  purpose.  Ai*ound  the  nave  were  sometimes 
built  small  cells,  called  cuMctUay  or  little  chambers,  as  we 
learn  from  S.  Paulinus  of  N"ola,  who  tells  us  that  their  use 
was  for  those  who  wished  to  retire  for  reading,  meditation, 
or  private  prayer. 

The  narthex,  porch,  or  ante-temple,  served  to  receive  the 
first  class  of  penitents,  the  iugentes,  as  also  the  second,  or 
avdientesy  who  were  allowed  to  hear  the  Psalms  sung  and 
the  Scriptures  read,  after  which  they  were  dismissed,  the 
sermon  being  ended,  without  any  benediction. 

An  outer  court,  or  cUrium,  surrounded  by  cloisters, 
generally  had  its  place  in  front  of  the  church,  and  the 

2  K 
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privileges  of  sanctuary  were  extended  to  this  inddsuie  in 
the  days  .of  the  Christian  emperors. 

In  the  centre  of  this  court  stood  the  fountain  or  ckten 
of  water,  commonly  called  '*  carUharus^'  as  a  symbol  of 
purification.  It  was  a  popular  custom  to  wash  or  lave  tbe 
hands  in  this  fountain  before  entering  the  church.  These 
courts  were  eventually  used  for  burying-grounds,  hence 
the  origin  of  "  churchyards." 

The  baptistery  was  for  many  ages  reckoned  amongst  the 
^'exedrce,'*  or  outbuildings  belonging  to  the  church,  and 
therefore  was  ordinarily  a  separate  building,  as  is  still  the 
case  in  some  Italian  cathedrals.  These  baptisteries  were 
necessarily  spacious,  since  the  stated  times  of  baptism 
recurred  but  seldom,  and  multitudes  were  baptized  at  the 
same  time;  while  the  custom  of  baptizing  by  immeision 
rendered  a  large  font  or  pool  of  water  necessary.  There  was 
originally,  it  would  appear,  but  one  place  of  baptis^i  for  a 
whole  city — the  baptistery  of  the  cathedral  or  bishop's 
church. 

In  addition  to  these  several  parts  of  the  ancient 
churches,  there  were  other  exedrce,  which  were  considered 
a  part  of ,  the  church  in  the  largest  sense  of  the  word, 
and  had  the  privileges  of  sanctuary.  Such  was  the 
diaconicum  or  vestry,  occasionally  called  the  reeeptorium, 
because  the  clergy  there  received  such  as  came  to  con- 
sult them ;  the  decanica,  where,  it  appears,  from  a  law  of 
Justinian,  offending  clerks  were  confined ;  and  the  schools, 
libraries,  and  clergy  houses,  to  all  of  which  the  privily 
of  sanctuary  was  extended  by  the  great  Theodoeius. 

The  first  detailed  accounts  of  the  consecration  of  chorches 
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are  of  the  date  of  the  fourth  century,  although  there  tjan  be 
no  question  that  the  Christians  of  the  first  three  centuries 
used  similar  forms,  of  which  the  details  have  not  survived. 
Magnificent  ceremonial  became  .customary  after  the  ac- 
cession of  Constantine.  Thus  the  Church  of  Jerusalem, 
built  over  our  Lord's  sepulchre,  was  consecrated,  as  it  will 
be  remembered,  by  the  full  synod  of  bishops,  who  had 
assembled  at  Tyre  a.d.  335,  and  whom  Constantine  called 
to  Jerusalem  for  this  purpose. 

We. may  now  venture  to  describe  in  fuller  detail  the 
celebration  of  the  Holy  Eucharist.  We  have  already  given 
some  account  of  the  four  primitive  liturgies  from  which  all 
the  liturgies  of  mediaeval  and  modern  times  Were  derived; 
Varying  in  detail,  they  contained,  as  we  have  seen,  the 
same  salient  features  of  apostolic  origin,  and  were  alike 
divided  into  two  parts,  the  "  Missa  Catechumenorum"  and 
the"MissaPideUum."* 

The  introductory  portion  consisted  of  certain  prefatory 
prayers  and  intercessions;  the  Introit,  or  Psalm  for  the  day; 
the  "  Little  Entrance,"  or  bringing  the  Book  of  the  Gospels 
in  solenm  procession  to  the  altar ;  the  hymn,  "  Holy  Qod^ 
Holy  and  Mighty^  Holy  and  Immortal,  have  mercy  upon  tt5," 
called  the  Trisagion;  after  which  followed  the  Epistle 
and  Grospel,  sometimes  preceded  by  readings  from  the  Old 
Testament^  particularly  from  the  writings  of  the  prophets. 

Proper  Lessons,  Epistles  and  Gospels,  were  already 
appointed  for  the  ecclesiastical  year,  the  arrangement 
being  much  the  same  as  in  the  present  Book  of  Common 

♦  Pp.  204,  205. 
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Prayer.    During  the  reading  of  the  Oospels,  S.  Jerome 
tells  us  that  lights  were  uplifted. 

Sermons  were  generally  preached  before  the  dismissal 
of  the  Catechumens.  They  were  commonly  short  and 
incisive.  Hundreds  of  them  taken  down  by  notaries  aie 
preserved  to  us.  Many  of  those  preached  by  S.  Augostme 
might  be  delivered  in  eight  minutes;  but  the  Eastern 
fathers,  especially  S.  Chrysostom,  preached  at  much  greater 
length.  In  the  Eoman  Church  there  was,  strange  to  say, 
no  public  preaching  till  the  time  of  S.  Leo. 

After  the  sermon,  all  Jews  and  unbelievers,  and  those 
amongst  the  catechumens  and  penitents -who  were  num- 
bered amongst  the  " audienteSy^  were  bidden  to  withdraw. 
The  substrati  still  remained,  for  whom  special  prayeis 
were  made ;  after  which  they  were  dismissed  with  a  bene- 
diction, and  the  "  Missa  Fidelium"  began. 

At  this  solemn  service  only  the  baptized  in  full 
communion,  and  the  fourth  order  of  penitents,  the  **a»i- 
sistenteSf*  were  present.  It  commenced  with  the  "Great 
Entrance,*'  or  the  carrying  the  oblations  in  solemn  proces- 
sion to  the  altar.  We  learn  from  the  Apostolic  Constitutions 
that  no  priest  or  bishop  might  present  ^anything  in  the 
sacrifice  other  than  bread,  and  wine  mingled  with  water, 
excepting  the  first-fruits  of  grapes  and  com,  oil  for  the 
lamps  about  the  altar,  and  incense  at  the  time  of  the  obla- 
tion. Later  in  history,  money  and  other  gifts  were  received 
at  the  altar.  In  Hie  East  the  bread  was  leavened ;  in  the 
West,  unleavened. 

The  Nicene  Creed  followed,  in  the  Liturgy  of  S.  JanieB> 
but  had  a  different  position  in  some  other  liturgies.    It 
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was  first  introduced  into  the  services  of  the  Church  at 
Antioch  in  the  year  471.  In  the  liturgy  of  S.  Mark,  the 
**kiss  of  peace"  preceded  the  Creed,  but  in  that  of  S. 
James,  it  followed  it.  The  bishop  or  celebrant  saluted  the 
people  with,  '^  Peace  be  with  your  They  replied,  '^And  with 
thy  spirUJ*  The  deacon  cried,  '^  ScUtUe  one  another  with  a 
holy  kies;**  whereupon  the  various  members  of  the  con- 
gr^ation,  in  their  respective  places,  saluted  each  other. 

Shortly  afterwards  the  elements  were  solemnly  unveiled, 
the  "  Prayer  of  the  Veil "  said,  and  the  Anaphora  or  canon 
b^an;  the  great  Eucharistic  prayer,  introduced  by  the 
words,  " Lift  up  yowr  hearts,^  and  containing  the  Preface, 
the  Ter  Sanctus,  the  Commemoration  of  our  Lord's  life, 
the  words  of  Institution  (in  a  louder  tone),  the  Prayer  of 
Oblation,  wherein  the  "  Awful  and  unbloody  Sacrifice  "  was 
offered  to  God,  and — ^at  least  in  aU  Eastern  Liturgies — the 
"Invocation  of  the  Holy  Spirit"  to  make  the  bread  the 
"  Holy  Body,"  and  the  cup  the  "  Precious  Blood  of  Christ," 
This  completed  the  act  of  consecration. 

The  Great  Intercession  now  followed,  containing  peti- 
tions for  the  whole  Church  militant  on  earth,  or  expectant 
in  Paradise,  that  the  Living  might  obtain  aU  needful  graces 
and  blessings,  and  the  Faithful  departed  rest  and  peace. 
This  part  of  the  service  concluded  with  the  '^  JSnibolismus,'* 
or  prayer  against  temptation. 

The  "  Communion  "  began  with  the  "  Prayer  of  Intense 
Adoration,"  which  has  its  place  m  all  'Eastern  liturgies. 
The  elevation  of  the  consecrated  gifts,  with  the  cry,  "  Holy 
ihim^foT  holy personSy'  the  solemn  breaking  of  the  bread, 
and  the  mixture  of  a  fragment  in  the  chalice  followed; 
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after  which  the  communidn  first  of  the  celebraot,  then  of 
the  priests,  deacons,  sub-deacons,  readers,  singeis,  ascetics^ 
deaconesses,  virgins,  widows,  children,  and  of  the  peo^  in 
order  took  place,  during  which  time  the  34th  and  oihtt 
Psalms  were  commonly  sung. 

The  ordinary  form  of  administration  was  simply  with 
the  words,  "  The  Body  of  Christ,  the  Blood  of  Christ,"  to 
which  the  communicant  replied,  "Amen/*  We  learn  the 
mode  of  reception  from  S.  Cyril's  Catechetical  Instructions. 
"Make,"  he  says,  "thy  left  hand,  as  it  were,  a  thione 
for  thy  right,  which  is  to  receive  thy  King,  and  harii^ 
opened  thy  palm,  receive  on  it  the  body  of  Christ." 

The  prayer  of  thanksgiving  and  the  dismissal  concluded 
the  service,  of  which  we  have  only  been  able  to  sketch  the 
main  outlines.  The  arrangement  of  the  various  portions, 
it  must  be  remembered,  differed  slightly  in  the  various 
liturgies ;  thus,  in  that  of  S.  Peter,  which  became  the  foon- 
dation  of  the  present  Soman  Missal,  the  Invocation  of  the 
Holy  Ghost  is  supposed  to  have  preceded  the  wwds  of 
Institution. 

As  the  ancient  discipline,  which  we  have  previously 
described,*  became  gradually  relaxed,  which  must  <rf  necesr 
sity  have  been  the  result  of  the  admission  of  the  world 
into  the  Church,  consequent  upon  the  adoption  of  Chris- 
tianity by  the  state,  the  distinction  between  the  various 
classes  of  penitents  became  gradually  effaced,  and  &e 
substitution  of  private  confession  for  public  penance  in 
the  days  of  S.  Leo  greatly  hastened  its  abolition;  while 

*  Pp.  209-211. 
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at  the  same  time  the  practice  of  infant  baptism,  becoming 
general,  lessened  the  class  of  catechumens. 

Therefore,  in  the  very  next  age  to  the  one  under  our 
consideration,  as  we  are  informed  by  Bingham,^  it  became 
customary  for  the  whole  congregation,  save  the  excom- 
municate, to  remain  until  after  the  Lord's  Prayer  and  the 
benediction,  which  was  not  given  till  after  the  consecration 
was  completed.  Thus  the  council  of  Agde,  aj).  506.,  gives 
special  order  that  all  secular  men  should  stay  to  hear 
mass,  and  not  depart  before  the  blessing ;  and  the  council 
of  Orleans  bade  people  not  depart  till  the  solemnity  of  the 
mass  was  ended. 

The  transition  was  no^an  mmatural  one;  men  who 
felt  themselves  unworthy  of  such  frequent  communion 
would  fEir  more  naturally  remain  with  the  consistentes  than 
depart  as  if  excommunicate,  and  the  number  of  such 
persons  must  have  been  gradually  increasing,  until  it 
prepared  the  way  for  the  recognition  of  the  change  by  the 
Church. 

We  learn  from  S.  Augustine  that  in  many  churches 
celebrations  took  place  daily,  in  others  on  each  Sunday 
and  festival,  the  minimum  being  each  Sunday,  which  day 
was  even  known  as  the  "  Day  of  Bread.*' 

We  have  already  seenf  that  the  reservation  of  the  con- 
secrated elements  for  the  sick,  or  for  prisoners  in  the  days 
of  persecution,  was  customary  from  the  beginning,  and 
that  in  places  where  there  was  no  daily  celebration  it  was 
common  to  allow  the  Faithful  to  carry  a  portion  of  the 
consecrated  Gifts  home  for  the  purpose  of  daily  Com- 

* .  AntiquitieB,  b.  zv.  8.  2.  f  Page  206. 
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munion.  The  obvious  danger  of  irreverence  :ldd  to  the 
early  discontinuance  of  the  latter  practice. '. 

It  also  appears  from  abundant  testin[ioxQr,  tliat  as  Ae 
Church  admitted  infants  to  Confirmation  a£to  Baptism,  bo 
she  also  admitted  them  to  Communion.  S.  Cypnan  mentiom 
this  as  the  common  practice,  and  the  Apostolical  Onstito- 
tions  bade  mothers  bring  their  children  with  them.  13B8 
custom  continued  in  some  parts  of  the  Western  Chinck 
till  the  twelfth  century,  and  still  exists  in  the  c(»ia^rvatii» 
Eastern  Church. 

Many  ceremonial  adjuncts,  which  had  probably  existed 
in  a  more  or  less  modified  degree  from  the  beginning,  now 
became  of  universal  observance. ,  Prominent  amoj^st  these 
was  the  use  of  moem/se  and  o{  lighted  tapers  or  lamps  in  die 
day  time.  We  have  already  remarked  that  the  Apostolic 
Constitutions  include  ''oil  for  the  lamps  and  inoenae" 
amongst  the  permitted  oblations.  Tertullian  mentions  &b 
use  of  the  latter  at  f unerds ;  and  it  is  mentioned  by  S.  .Am- 
brose as  an  ordinary  adjunct  to  the  Christian  Sacrifice,  whilsi 
as  we  have  also  seen,  lighted  tapers,  as  significant  of  Him 
Who  is  the  light  of  the  world  are  mentioned  by  S.  Jerome 
as  being  used  at  the  reading  of  the  Gtospel,  while  S.  Fftulimis 
of  Nola  speaks  of  "  lights  burning  upon  the  altaar  of  S.  Felix 
night  and  day.** 

Special  vestments  were  probably  in  use  from  the  days 
of  S.  John,  of  whom  primitive  writers,  as  we  have  already 
related,^  tell  us  that  he  assumed  the  long  white  robe 
and  mitre  peculiar  to*  the  Jewish  priesthood  after  the 
destruction  of  Jerusalem ;  but  after  the  period  of  perse- 

*  Page  49.    See  Eusebius,  b.  t.  cap.  24. 
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cation  ceased,  the  evidence  concerning  their  use  becomes 
distinct  and  abundant.  Theodoret  tells  us  of  a  rich  vest- 
m^ity  embtojdered  with  gold,  given  by  Constantino  the 
Great  to  Macarius.  S.  Athanasius  was  accused  by  his 
enemies  of  taxing  the  Egyptians  to  raise  a  fund  for  pro- 
viding his  ckrgy  with  linen  vestments.  S.  Jerome  tells 
B8  that  thecleigy  had  one  habit  for  the  ministry,  another 
mode  of  diess  for  ordinary  life ;  and  Sozomen  tells  us  that 
in  the  riots  excited  by  the  enemies  of  S.  Chrysostom,  the 
priests  and  deacons  were  driven  from  the  Church  arrayed 

in  the  vestments  of  their  ministration.^ 

« 

'  The  Council  of  Laodicea  speaks  of  the  orarium  or  stole, 
which  tiie  priests  (we  are  elsewhere  informed)  wore  over  loth 
shoulders,  the  deacons  over  the  hft  shoulder  only,  and  the 
fourth  Council  of  Carthage  mentions  the  use  of  the  alb. 

Later  the  Council  of  Toledo  mentions  the  stole,  ring, 
and  pastoral  staff  of  the  bishop,  the  stole  and  planeta,  or 
diasuble  of  the  priest,  the  stole  and  alb  of  the  deacon ; 
while  the  use  of  the  dalmatic  by  the  deacons  is  mentioned 
inrS.  Augustine's  works,  and  the  use  of  the  tunicle  by  all 
the  clergy,  is  noted  by  many  authors. 

Derived,  as  many  of  these  ceremonies  obviously  were, 
ficom  the  analogy  of  the  olden  dispensation,  it  is  a  gratui- 
tous assumption  to  ascribe  their  origin  to  an  imitation  of 
the  pagan  worship.  The  ritual  of  the  Church  in  her 
poverty  was  of  necessity  simpler  than  when  ''kings 
became  her  nursing  fathers,  and  queens  her  nursing 
mothers ;"  but  the  difference  was  only  one  of  degree,  not 
of  principle.  It  is  true  that  many  burdensome  ceremonies, 

*  See  Bingham,  b.  xiii.  cap.  8. 


5o6  SUPPLEMENTARY^ 

since  wisely  discontinued,  existed  in  those  days^  to  whidi 
S.  Augustine  makes  allusion  in  a  well-known  passage,  in 
wMch  he  speaks  of  the  state  of  Christians  as  being  wone 
than  that  of  the  Jews ;  but  the  attentive  reader  will  pe^ 
ceive,  in  perusing  the  passage  in  question,*  that  the  remaik 
is  aimed  at  such  weak  superstition  as,  amongst  other 
things,  would  forbid  the  newly-baptized  to  set  bare  fool 
to  the  groimd  within  the  octave  of  their  baptism,  not  afc 
the  ordered  ceremonial  of  the  Church. 

The  ancient  custom  of  burning  the  bodies  of  the  dead 
was  at  once  rejected  by  Christians,  from  natural  feelings  of 
reverence.  The  corpse  was  duly  washed  and  anointed, 
and,  in  imitation  of  the  Burial  of  our  Lord,  wound  in  Unen, 
with  spices  and  sweet  ointments.  It  was  then  placed  upcm 
the  bier,  lights  were  burned  around  it,  while  psalms,  hymns, 
and  prayers  for  the  repose  of  the  deceased  were  repeated, 
until  it  was  transferred  in  s(demn  procession  to  the  grave, 
preceded  by  lights,  palm  branches,  and  incense. 

A  funeral  celebration  usually  preceded  the  actual  into- 
ment;  and  it  would  appear,  from  the  touching  account  left 
us  by  S.  Augustine  of  the  burial  of  his  mother,  Monica^ 
that  it  took  place  in  the  cemetery  itself,  probably  in  a 
mortuary  chapeL  Here,  upon  the  anniversary  of  the 
death,  the  relations  met  at  the  grave,  the  EucharistiG 
Sacrifice  was  offered,  alms  were  given  in  the  name  of  the 
deceased,  and  prayers  offered  for  his  admission  to  a  jJace 
of  refreshment,  light,  and  peace. 

Such  prayers  were,  of  course,  supposed  to  be  only  avail- 

*  See  Preface  to  the  Book  of  Common  Prayer,  and  8.  Aug^.  ep.  60,  ai 
Jan.  cap.  cxix. 
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able  for  those  who  had  died  in  faith,  and  who,  according 
to  the  prevalent  opinion,  were  passing  through  a  period  of  • 
purification,  preparatory  to  their  admission  to  the  fulness  of 
bliss.  S.  Augustine  speaks  of  such  prayers  and  sacrifices 
as  thanksgivings  for  those  who  have  departed  this  life  in  the 
highest  d^ree  of  grace:  sources  of  refireshment  to  those 
who  have  departed  in  an  inferior  degree :  and  if  useless  to 
those  who  are  severed  from  hope,  yet  consolations  to  the 
living.* 

From  the  beginning,  Christians  had  always  believed  and 
taught  that  the  martyrs  interceded  before  God  for  their 
brethren,  as  is  evident  from  the  touching  inscriptions  in 
the  catacombs,  and  the  frequent  epitaph, ''  May'st  thou  rest 
in  peace,  and  pray  for  us.*'  It  was  customary,  as  in  Car- 
thage, in  the  days  of  S.  Cyprian,  for  the  Faithful  to  beg 
the  martyrs  before  their  sufferings  to  intercede  for  them 
when  in  the  presence  of  the  Lord,  and  great  confidence 
was  placed  in  their  intercessions.  But,  in  addition  to  this 
earlier  belief,  it  became  now  commonly  supposed  and 
taught  tiiat  the  saints  departed  were  in  some  manner 
cognizant  of  prayers  addressed  to  them,  especially  of  the 
prayers  poured  forth  at  their  shrines,  and  their  aid  as 
intercessors  was  now  invoked  by  fervent  and  assiduous 
prayers.  Naturally,  this  led  to  the  promotion  of  pilgrim- 
age to  the  various  shrines ;  and  from  all  quarters  of  the 
Christian  world  multitudes  flocked  to  the  scenes  hallowed 
by  the  blood  of  the  martyrs  and  the  scenes  of  the  Lord's 
earthly  life,  so  that  Palestine  became  crowded  by  devout 
travellers.    The  heathen  were  astonished  and  even  scan- 

*  Encheiiidion,  cap.  ex. 
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dalized  to  behold  emperors,  consuls,  and  gen^rali^  prostraii 
at  the  tombs  of  ''  fisheimen  and  tentmakeTay"  or  to  behold 
their  hallowed  relics  translated,  with  all  the  pomp  of 
incense  and  song,  to  repose  beneath  the  altars  of  distant 
churches.  ''Infamous  malefactors,"  says  the  Pi^an  En- 
napius,  speaking  of  the  martyrs,  *'  whose  bodies  yet  bear 
the  marks  and  scars  of  the  tortures  inflicted  upon  them 
by  the  magistrate,  are  the  'gods^  the  earth  produces  in 
these  days/*  Relics  were,  of  course,  plentiful  in  dajrs  so 
immediately  succeeding  the  persecutions,  but  many  of  the 
Faithful  were  favoured  by  dreams,  in  which  the  places 
were  revealed  which  were  honoured  by  the  burial  of  a 
saint  or  martyr.  Thus  the  relics  of  S.  Stephen  were  di»* 
covered  and  removed  from  Jerusalem  to  be  distributed  ni 
all  provinces  of  the  Christian  world.  S.  Augustine  him- 
self attests  the  miracles  performed  by  them  in  Africa, 
enumerating  seventy  in  the  space  of  two  years,  and 
within  the  limits  of  his  diocese,  solenmly  declaring  that 
he  has  only  selected  those  prodigies  attested  by  the  objects 
or  eye-witnesses  of  their  miraculous  efficacy.  It  is  a 
common  error  to  charge  the  mediaeval  Church  of  Borne 
with  originating  the  superstitious  veneratioii  of  relics. 
She  but  inherited  it,  and  in  a  modified  d^ree,  from  the 
Church  of  the  days  of  Theodosius,  when  the  remains  of 
prophet  after  prophet  and  patriarch  after  patriarch  weie 
made  known  by  dream  after  dream.  Nor  were  these  dis- 
coveries confined  to  the  relics  of  Christiaii  martyrs  and 
saints.  Micah,  Habakkuk,  Samuel,  and  Jos^h  left  Uieir 
graves  to  enrich  the  altars  of  Christian  churchea.  It  is 
needless  to  add  that  such  tendencies  afforded  ample  scqpe 
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for  imposifaon;  and  we  are  tx)ld  that  S.  Martin,  coming 
once  tooths  shrine  of  a  supposed  martyr,  forced  the 
original  owner  of  the  relics  to  appear — a  shade  of  ferocious 
appearance — who  confessed  that  he  was  a  robber  who  had 
been  executed  for  his  numerous  crimes. 

The  love  of  pilgrimage  had  doubtless  its  good  efiTects 
in  promoting  intercourse,  and  even  commerce,  between 
distant  nations ;  but  we  learn  with  astonishment  that  the 
uncritical, devotion  of  some  even  led  them  to  make  pil- 
grimages into  Arabia,  to  behold  the  dunghill  upon  which 
Job  sat,  and  obtain  the  intercession  of  the  saint.  The 
whole  tendency  of  the  Arian  and  Nestorian  controversies 
had  been  to  lead  men  to  the  contemplation  of  the  Divinity 
of  the  Saviour.  His  Humanity,  which  those  heretics 
brought  into  perhaps  undue  prominence,  was  by  a  naturaT 
reaction  almost  ignored  in  turn,  and  the  void  thus  created 
in  the  heart  was  supplied  by  the  excessive  honours  paid 
to  the  saints,  amounting  in  some  cases,  as  S.  Augustine 
reluctantly  confesses,  to  worship. 

Christian  art  had  of  course^  developed  greatly  in  the 
sunshine  of  prosperity.  The  quarrelsome  Epiphanius 
of  Salamis  did  indeed  tear  a  curtain  embroidered  with 
images  of  the  saints,  when  he  came  to  the  Holy  Land  and 
commenced  the  Origenistic  controversy;  but  the  whole 
tendency  of  the  age  was  against  him.*  It  was  felt  that 
the  very  principle  of  the  Incarnation,  whereby  God  was 
revealed  to  man,  justified  representations  of  the  Incarnate 
God,  the  prohibition  of  such  images  or  pictures  under  the 

*  See  page  357. 
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olden  dispensation  being  grounded  upon  the  4kct^that  no 
image  or  similitude  had  been  revealed  upon  the  mounts 
nor  could  material  representations  do  aiight  but  d^iade 
the  conception  of  the  Godhead. 

But  of  the  Sacred  Manhood  "  which,"  as  S.  John  says, 
speaking  for  himself  and  his  contemporaries,  "  we  have 
seen  with  our  eyes,  which  we  have  looked  upon,  and 
our  hands  have  handled,"  representations  were  blame- 
lessly made,  although  it  was  not  till  the  end  of  the 
fourth  century  that  isolated  figures  of  our  Lord  or  the 
saints  became  common,  and  the  crucifix  was  hardly  known, 
although  one  in  the  Museum  at  Florence  is  ascribed  to 
this  century.  Its  place  was  supplied  by  the  Cross,  which 
at  a  very  early  period  surmounted  the  Christian  altar; 
so  that  the  apostate  Julian  charged  the  Christians  with 
worshipping  it. 

Yet  the  Gross  was  still  associated  with  the  sorrow  of 
Calvary  rather  than  with  the  triumph  over  the  powers  rf 
hell ;  and  the  strains  of  the  "  Vexilla  Begis  "  or  the  "  Pange 
Lingua,"  in  which  the  victory  of  the  Cross  is  the  theme, 
represented  the  feehngs  of  a  later  age.  It  was  a  touching 
sight  to  those  who  had  perhaps  beheld  living  bodies 
writhing  on  rude  wooden  crosses,  to  see  the  symbol  of 
the  death  of  the  slave  surrounded  by  gold  and  gems,  and 
when  the  knee  was  bent  before  the  outward  sign,  that 
proud  Boman  spirit  must  have  been  indeed  humbled. 
Crucifixion  as  a  mode  of  punishment  almost  vanished, 
after  Constantine,  from  the  imperial  code. 

The  Nestorian  controversy  naturally  brought  the  Blessed 
Virgin  into  prominence,  and  figures  of  the  "  Virgin  and 
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Child"  becfidiiie.the  ordinary  ornaments  of  churches ;  yet  the 
extravagant  teaching  of  modem  Borne  upon  her  position 
in  the  economy  of  grace,  found  no  place  in  the  early  ages, 
many  of  the  passages  commonly  ascribed  to  S.  Augustine 
and  others,  being  now  acknowledged  as  interpolations. 

With  the  conquest  of  the  empire  learning  generally 
declined,  and  the  arts  and  literature  of  imperial  Bome 

* 

passed  into  a  state  of  oblivion,  from  which  they  were  only 
rescued  in  the  period  of  the  renaissance  immediately  pre- 
ceding the  Beformation. 

The  savEjge  barbarians  who  conquered  the  provinces  of 
Rome,  and  then  embraced  the  religion  of  the  conquered, 
were  quite  content  to  leave  the  culture  of  the  sciences, 
and  even  the  familiar  arts  of  reading  and  writing  as  the 
peculiar  appanage  of  the  clergy ;  so  that  in  later  days  the 
mere  capability  of  reading  placed  its  possessor  amongst 
those  entitled  to  the  "  benefit  of  clergy."  In  the  East  the 
state  of  learning  was  less  deplorable,  and  the  schools  of 
Alexandria,  Constantinople,  and  Edessa  were  long  famous 
amongst  the  lovers  of  poetry,  philosophy,  and  eloquence. 

By  degrees  the  Platonic  philosophy,  under  which  the 
greatest  scholars  of  the  Christian  Church  had  been  trained, 
and  which  was  supposed  to  be  the  most  akin  to  Christi- 
anity, lost  its  pre-eminence,  and  the  philosophy  of  Aristotle 
took  its  place,  until  it  attained  that  proud  pre-eminence 
in  the  republic  of  letters  and  the  realm  of  theology,  which 
it  held  in  the  middle  ages  under  the  schoolmen. 

No  philosophy  was  so  proper  to  furnish  weapons  against 
Nestorian  or  Eutychian  heresy  as  that  of  Aristotle,  while 
the  Pelagian  doctrines  bore  a  striking  resemblance  to  the 
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theories  of  the  Flatonists  concerning  God  and  the  hmnan 
soul.  But  the  famous  sect  of  the  Neoplatonists,  which 
for  a  series  of  ages  had  produced  divisions  in  the  Chris- 
tian Church,  received  its  death-blow  when  the  emperor 
Justinian,  in  his  zeal  for  Christian  orthodoxy,  closed  the 
schools  of  Athens,  and  prohibited  the  teaching  of  phi- 
losophy in  its  chosen  seat.  It  was  the  death-blow  to  pagan 
learning  and  to  its  offspring,  Neoplatonisnu  In  tiieii 
despair  the  banished  professors  sought  refuge  in  Persia,  but 
found  little  encouragement.  Their  system  was  doomed ;  and 
the  Aristotelian  philosophy,  arising  out  of  its  obscurity, 
directed  Christian  thought  for  centuries,  until  it  received 
the  last  addition  to  its  lustre,  when  the  Dominican  and 
Franciscan  friars  adopted  its  tenets.  It  was  under  the 
great  Dominican  S.  Thomas  Aquinas,*  the  Angelic  doctor, 
that  its  adaptation  to  Christian  theology  was  carried  to  its 
highest  extent,  and  it  became  dominant  in  Christendom. 

• 

And  here  we  must  close  our  labours.  We  have  seen 
Christianity  arise  under  the  shade  of  the  mightiest  political 
organization  the  world  has  ever  known — an  organization 
which  seemed  fated  to  endure  while  time  should  last- 
supported  by  mighty  armies,  united  by  a  legislation  of 
marvellous  growth,  which  seemed  to  have  its  roots  in  the 
very  nature  of  things,  while  the  whole  wisdom  and 
ingenuity  of  the  age  seemed  exercised  in  gratifying  the 
passions  of  corrupt  and  fallen  nature.  And  it  had  fJEillen, 
fallen  before  a  system  which  contradicted  every  instinct 

*  Bom  at  Aquino,  in  Italy,  a  d.  1224 ;  died  1274.    His  works  make  17 
vols,  folio. 
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of  luxtuy  or  worldly  ease,  which  placed  purity  and  self- 
eonquest  before  men  accustomed  to  the  wildest  excesses 
of  self-indulgence,  which  required  the  sacrifice  of  pride 
and  vain  glory  from  the  conquerors  of  the  world,  and 
deposed  the  gods  whom  they  identified  with  all  the 
victories  of  their  mighty  ancestors,  to  substitute  in  their 
place. a  crucified  Jew.  Proscribed  and  persecuted  to  the 
death  by  the  might  of  imperial  Eome,  after  three  centuries 
of  deadly  struggles — ^not  in  the  battle-field,  not  in  the 
schools  of  philosophers,  but  in  the  blood-stained  arena  of 
the  amphitheatre — Christianity  emerged  victorious. 

But  its  second  and  more  glorious  victory  was  over  the 
barbarians,  who  subverted  the  empire  while  they  adopted 
its  new  religion. 

Softening  their  ferocity,  Christianity  became  the  instru- 
ment of  their  civilization,  and  also  the  basis  of  their 
legislation.  A  more  glorious  career  lay  before  the  Faith 
than  when  it  emerged  from  the  catacombs  triumphant 
under  Constantine,  for  the  whole  basis  of  the  legislation 
of  Eome  was  of  pagan  origin ;  and  the  Faith  which  had 
reformed  the  individual  had  not,  as  we  have  seen,  reformed 
the  empire  as  a  body  politic — a  body  which  had  sunk  into  a 
state,  feebly  represented  by  the  worst  despotism  of  the  East. 

But  in  the  Germans,  the  Goths,  and  Scandinavians,  who 
had  subverted  the  empire,  the  Church  had  a  new  and  living 
material  to  work  upon,  men  whose  purity  equalled  their 
manly  energy,  and  whose  minds,  like  their  bodies,  had 
never  been  enervated  by  the  effeminate  civilization  which 
had  destroyed  the  virtue  and  manliness  of  the  Eoman. 

She  subdued  their  ferocity ;  taught  them  all  that  they 
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were  accountable  agents  of  a  mighty  Being,  of  Whom 
priest  and  monk  were  but  the  earthly  representatives,  and 
the  bravest  warriors  the  world  had  ever  known  wept  as 
they  heard  the  story  of  the  Divine  Love  of  Calvary,  and 
learned  to  submit  their  proud  imperious  wills  to  the  gentle 
yoke  of  the  gospel. 

Never  in  the  history  of  the  world  has  a  creed  exerted 
so  mighty  an  influence ;  never  was  any  philosophy  so 
divinely  beautiful ;  never  any  code  of  morals  so  spotlessly 
pure-;  never  any  power  so  nobly  exercised  as  that  of  the 
Church  Catholic,  when  victorious  on  the  one  hand  over 
heresy,  on  the  other  over  deadly  moral  evil,  she  became  the 
mighty  regenerator,  under  whose  influence  the  whde 
modem  constitution  of  the  civilized  world  was  &amed 
after  the  ruin  of  the  mighty  empire  of  Rome. 


NOTES 


Note  A,  page  14. — ^The  Greek  "  XciTowpyew,"  used  in  the  original  of 
AoIb  xiii.  2f  has  been  supposed  by  many  learned  theologians  to  bear 
eipedal  refevenoe  to  eucharistic  celebrations,  ,in  which  sense  alone  it  was 
used  in  the  primitive  liturgies,  the  "  Xeirovpyia,"  or  liturgy,  referring 
simply  to  the  eucharistic  sacrifice.  A.  Lapide  renders  it  as  equivalent  to 
**9a«rifice"  and  quotes  Erasmus  in  support  of  that  view.  It  is  not,  of 
couise,  contended  that  the  ministry  referred  to  was  con/ined  to  eucharistic 
celebrations. 

Note  B,  page  62. — ^This  discovery  was  made  during  some  excavations 
in  the  Catacombs  of  S.  Agnes,  on  the  Nomentan  way.  It  had  always 
been  felt  singular,  that  while  the  names  of  many  inferior  architects  were 
handed  down  to  posterity,  that  of  the  great  designer  of  the  Colosseum 
should  nowhere  be  recorded.  Martial,  for  instance,  immortalizes  one 
Rabirius,  who  simply  enlarged  the  palace  of  Domitian ;  but  although  he 
lavishes  the  treasures  of  the  poetic  art  on  the  Colosseum,  he  is  silent 
concerning  its  designer.  This  is  at  once  explained  if,  as  the  Eomans 
would  have  said,  he  disgraced  himself  by  becoming  a  Christian.  The 
epitaph  in  question  is  as  follows.   I  preserve  the  orthography. 

SIC  PRBMIA  SEBVAS  VE6FASIANE  DIKE 
PBEMIATVS  BS  MORTE   GAVDENTI  LETABB 
CIVITAS  VBl'  GLOBIE  TVE  AVTORI 
PKOMISIT   I8TE  DAT  KRISTVS   OMNIA  TIBI 
QVI  ALIVM  PABAVIT  THEATRV  IN   CELO 

These  words  do  not  at  first  sight  convey  the  impression  they  must 
produce  when  it  is  remembered  that  but  one  theatre  was  built  in  Ves- 
pasian's time,  and  also  that  the  legislation  of  Nero  against  Christianity 
was  yet  unrepealed.  Many  antiquarians,  eminent  in  Eoman  antiquities, 
including  EOssi,  maintain  the  statement  given  in  the  text  to  Be  beyond 
doubt. 


Sl6  NOTES. 

Note  C,  page  70. — Between  the  Colossemn  and  the  Lateran  Basilica 
lies  the  famous  church  of  S.  Clement,  where  (it  is  piously  believed)  the 
relics  of  S.  Clement  and  S.  Ignatius  repose,  and  ^which  is  mentioned  in 
the  writings  of  S.  Jerome  as  Ipreserviag  the  memory  of  those  saints. 
Here  Cselestius  was  finally  condemned  by  Zosimus,  as  S.  Leo  records: 
here  S.  Gregory  the  Great  frequently  preached. 

By  accident,  the  present  prior,  in  the  year  1857,  discovered  that  the 
ancient  church,  to  which  alone  these  distinctions  rightly  belonged, 
existed  beneath  the  modem  edifice,  filled  to  its  roof  with  earth,  and 
beneath  the  level  of  the  modem  soil,  so  great  had  been  the  changes 
around.  It  was  accordingly  restored,  so  far  as  possible,  and  the  fresooes 
on  its  walls,  as  the  author  can  testify  from  personal  inspection,  were  mar- 
vellously retouched.  But  most  remarkable  of  all  was  the  discovery  ol  the 
relics  of  S.  Ignatius  beneath  the  site  of  the  ancient  altar,  in  fall  accord- 
ance with  the  tradition  which  asserted  them  to  repose  in  that  spot,  as 
stated  in  the  text.  On  their  discovery,  as  the  good  prior  of  S.  Qement 
informed  the  author,  they  were  borne,  with  all  the  pomp  of  incense,  li^^ 
and  song,  around  the  Colosseum,  where,  seventeen  centuries  earlier,  the 
lions  had  left  them.  The  contrast  between  the  scene  described  in  the 
text,  and  the  latter  scene  as  told  by  the  prior,  made  a  most  vividtimjiw- 
sion  on  the  author's  memory. 
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Some  Elements  of  Religion.    Lent 

Lectures.  By  Henry  Parry  Liddon,  D.D.,  D.C.L.,  Canon 
of  St.  Paul's,  and  Ireland  Professor  of  Exegesis  in  the  Univer- 
sity of  Oxford. 

Crown  %vo,     5J. 

Lectures  on  the  Reunion  of  the 

Churches.  By  John  J.  Ign.  von  Dollinger,  D.D.,  D.C.L., 
Professor  of  Ecclesiastical  History  in  the  University  of  Munich, 
Provost  of  the  Chapel-Royal,  &c.  &c.  Authorized  Translation, 
with  Preface  by  Henry  Nutcombe  Oxenham,  M.A.,  late 
Scholar  of  Balliol  College,  Oxford. 

Crown  Svo.     5j. 

TAe  Holy  Catholic  Church:  its 

Divine  Ideal,  Ministry,  and  Institutions.  A  Short  Treatise. 
With  a  Catechism  on  each  Chapter,  forming  a  Course  of 
Methodical  Instruction  on  the  subject.  By  Edward  Meyrick 
Goulbum,  D.D.,  Dean  of  Norwich. 

Crown  Svo,     6s.  6d. 
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The  Book  of  Church  Law.    Being 

an  Exposition  of  the  Legal  Rights  and  Duties  of  the  Clergy  and 

Laity  of  the  Church  of  England.     By  the  Rev.  John  Henry 

Blunt,  M.  A.,  F.S.  A.    Revised  by  Walter  G.  F.  PhOlimore, 

B.C.L.,  Barrister-at-Law,  and  Chancellor  of  the  Diocese  of 

Lincoln. 

Crown  Svo.     Js.  6d, 

Henri  Perreyve.     By  A.  Gratry, 

Pr6tre  de  I'Oratoire,  Professeur  de  Morale  Evangelique  \  la 
Sorbonne,  et  Membre  de  1' Academic  Fran9aise.  Translated, 
by  special  permission,  by  the  Author  of  **  A  Dominican  Artist," 
"  Life  of  S.  Francis  de  Sales,"  &c.,  &c. 

With  Portrait,     Crown  Svo.     Js.  6i/, 

Notitia    Rucharistica.      A    Com- 

mentary.  Explanatory,  Doctrinal  and  Historical,  on  the  Order 
of  the  Administration  of  the  Lord's  Supper,  or  Holy  Com- 
munion, according  to  the  use  of  the  Church  of  England.  By 
W.  E.  Scudamore,  M.A.,  Rector  of  Ditchingham,  and  for- 
merly Fellow  of  St.  John's  College,  Cambridge. 

The  Spirit  ofS.  Francis  de  Sales, 

Bishop  and  Prince  of  Geneva.  Translated  from  the  French 
by  the  Author  of  "The  Life  of  S.  Francis  de  Sales,"  "A 
Dominican  Artist^"  &c.  &c. 

Crown  Svo.     6s, 

Our  Mother  Church:  being  Simple 

Talk  on  High  Topics.     By  Anne  Mercier. 

Crown  Svo,     *js,  6d. 
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Nkw  Publications 


Selection  from  the  Sermons  preached 

during  the  latter  Years  of  his  Life,  in  the  Parish  Church  of  Barnes, 
and  in  the  Cathedral  of  St.  Paul's.  By  Henry  Melvill,  B.  D.,  late 
Canon  of  St.  Paul's,  and  Chaplain  in  Ordinary  to  the  Queen. 
Tivo  Volumes,     Crown  Svo.     $s.  each. 

Life^  yournalsy   and  Letters  of 

Henry  Alford,  D.D.,  late  Dean  of  Canterbury.  Edited  by  his 
Widow. 

With  Portrait  and  Illustrations.     Svo,     i6s. 

The  Guide  to  Heaven.    A  Book  of 

Prayers  for  every  Want.  (For  the  Working  Classes.)  Com- 
piled by  a  Priest.  Edited  by  the  Rev.  T.  T.  Carter,  M.A., 
Rector  of  Clewer,  Berks. 

A  New  Edition.     i6mo,  uniform  in  size  with  **  The  Treasury 
of  Devotion."      is. 

The  Large  Type  Edition  may  be  had.     Crown  %vo.     is.  6d. , 
or  limp  cloth f  is. 

A   Selection  from  the  Spiritual 

Letters  of  S.  Francis  de  Sales,  Bishop  and  Prince  of  Geneva. 
Translated  by  the  Author  of  "The  Life  of  S.  Francis  de  Sales," 
**  A  Dominican  Artist,"  &c.  &c. 

Crown  Svo.     6s. 

Fifteen  Sermons  preached  before 

the  University  of  Oxford,  between  A.D.  1826  and  1843.  ^7 
John  Henry  Newman,  B.D.,  sometime  Fellow  of  Oriel  Col- 
lege, Oxford, 

New  Edition.     Crown  Svo.     ^s. 
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Mkssrs.  Rivington's 


Words    to    Take  with    Us.     A 

Manual  of  Daily  and  Occasional  Prayers,  for  Private  and 
Common  Use.  With  Plain  Instructions  and  Counsels  on 
Prayer.  By  W.  E.  Scudamore,  M.A.,  Rector  of  Ditching- 
ham,  and  formerly  Fellow  of  St.  John's  College,  Cambridge. 

^'(nv  Editiotij  Revised.     Sm^  ^o,     2s.  6d, 

The  Permanence  of  Christianity 

Considered  in  Eight  Lectures  preached  before  the  University 
of  Oxford,  in  the  Year  MDCCCLXXII,  on  the  Foundation 
of  the  late  Rev.  John  Bampton,  M.A.  By  John  Richard 
Turner  Eaton,  M.A.,  late  Fellow  and  Tutor  of  Merton 
College,  Rector  of  Lapworth,  Warwickshire. 

Sz/tf.  [Nearly  ready. 

Dictionary  of  Sects,  Heresies,  and 

SCHOOLS  OF  THOUGHT.  By  various  Writers.  Edited 
by  the  Rev.  John  Henry  Blunt,  M.A.,  F.S.A.,  Editor  of 
the  **  Dictionary  of  Doctrinal  and  Historical  Theology." 

(Forming  the  Second  Portion  of  the  "  Summary  of  Theol(^ 
and  Ecclesiastical  History,"  which  Messrs.  Rivington  have 
in  course  of  preparation  as  a  **  Thesaurus  Theologicus  '*  for  the 
Clergy  and  Laity  of  the  Church  of  England.) 

Imperial  S/vo.  [In  the  Press. 


The  Thirty-nine  Articles  of  the 

CHURCH  OF  ENGLAND  EXPLAINED  IN  A  SERIES 
OF  LECTURES.  By  the  Rev.  R.  W.  Jelf,  D.D.,  late 
Canon  of  Christ  Church,  Oxford,  and  sometime  Principal  of 
King's  College,  London.  Edited  by  the  Rev.  J.  R.  King, 
M.A.,  Vicar  of  St.  Peter's  in  the  East,  Oxford,  and  formerly 
Fellow  and  Tutor  of  Merton  College. 

%vo.  [Nearly  ready. 
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Nk^wt  Publications 


Voices  of  Comfort.    Edited  by  the 

Rev.  Thomas  Vincent  Fosbery,  M.A.,  Hon.  Chaplain  to 
the  Bishop  of  Winchester,  and  sometime  Vicar  of  St.  Giles's, 
Reading. 

Small  Sz/o,  [In  the  Press, 

Ecclesiastes.  The  Authorized  Version, 

with  a  running  Commentary  and  Paraphrase.  By  the  Rev. 
Thos.  Pelham  Dale,  M.A.,  Rector  of  St.  Vedast  with  St. 
Michael  City  of  London,  and  late  Fellow  of  Sidney  Sussex 
College,  Cambridge. 

%(vo,  [In  the  Press. 

Litanies  for  Congregational  Use. 

Edited  by  the  Compiler  of  "  The  Treasury  of  Devotion. " 

yimo,  [In  tJie  Press, 

The  Gospel  of  the  Childhood.    A 

Practical  and  Devotional  Commentary  on  the  Single  Incident 
of  our  Blessed  Lord's  Childhood  (St.  Luke  ii.  41,  to  the  end) ; 
designed  as  a  Help  to  Meditation  on  the  Holy  Scriptures,  for 
Children  and  Young  Persons.  By  Edward  Meyrick  Goul- 
bum,  D.D.,  Dean  of  Norwich. 

Square  i6ma,  [In  the  Press. 

The  Chorister  s  Guide.    By  W.  A. 

Barrett,  Mus.  Bac.  Oxon.',  of  St.  Paul's  Cathedral,  Author  of 
**  Flowers  and  Festivals." 

Square  l6mo,  [Nearly  ready. 
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A  History  of  the  Holy  Eastern 

Church.  The  Patriarchate  of  Antioch,  to  the  Middle  of  the 
Fifth  Century.  By  the  Rev.  John  Mason  Neale,  D.D.,  late 
Warden  of  Sackville  College,  East  Grinsted.  Followed  by  a 
History  of  the  Patriarchs  of  Antioch,  translated  from  the  Greek 
of  Constantius  I.,  Patriarch  of  Constantinople.  Edited,  with 
an  Introduction,  by  George  Williams,  B.D.,  Vicar  of  Ring- 
wood,  late  Fellow  of  King's  College,  Cambridge. 

8w.  [In  the  Press. 

The  Annotated  Book  of  CoTnmon 

Prayer.  Being  an  Historical,  Ritual,  and  Theological  Com- 
mentary on  the  Devotional  System  of  the  Church  of  England. 
Edited  by  John  Henry  Blunt,  M.A.,  F.S.A. 

Sixth  Edition^  Revised,     Imperial  Svo.     ^6s, 

TAe   Hour  of  Prayer ;  being  a 

Manual  of  Devotion  for  the  Use  of  Families  and  Schools. 

Crown  Sz/o.  [Nearly  ready. 

The  Last  Days  of  Pere  Gratry. 

By  Pfere  Adolphe  Perraud,  of  the  Oratory,  and  Professor  of 
La  Sorbonne.     Translated  by  special  permission. 

Crown  %vo.     3J.  dd. 

The  Knight  of  Intercession,  and 

other  Poems.  By  the  Rev.  S.  J.  Stone,  M.A.,  Pembroke 
College,  Oxford. 

Second  Edition,     Small  Svo,     6s. 
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Ne-w  Publications 


The  Argument  delivered  before 

the  Judicial  Committee  of  the  Privy  Council.  By  Archibald 
John  Stephens,  LL.D.,  one  of  Her  Majesty's  Counsel  in  the 
case  of  Thomas  Byard  Sheppard  against  William  Early 
Bennett,  Clerk.  With  an  Appendix. containing  their  Lord- 
ships' Judgment. 

« 

Eight  Lectures  on  the  Miracles. 

Being  the  Bampton  Lectures  for  1865.  By  J.  B.  Mozley, 
D.D.,  Regius  Professor  of  Divinity,  and  Canon  of  Christ 
Church,  Oxford. 

Third  Edition^  Revised,     Crown  %vo.     *js.  dd. 

A  Shadow  of  Dante.     Being  an 

Essay  towards  studying  Himself,  his  World,  and  his  Pilgrimage. 
By  Maria  Francesca  Rossetti. 

With  Illustrations.     Second  Edition,     Crown  %vo.     lar.  dd, 

A    Handy  Book  on  the  Ecclesi- 

aslical  Dilapidations  Act,  1871.  With  Remarks  on  the  Quali- 
fication and  Practice  of  Diocesan  Surveyors.  By  Edward  G. 
Bruton,  Fellow  of  the  Royal  Institute  of  British  Architects, 
and  Diocesan  Surveyor,  Oxford. 

Crown  Svo.     y.  6d. 

Sermons  on  Certain  of  the  Less 

Prominent  Facts  and  References  in  Sacred  Story.  By  Henry 
Melvill,  B.D.,  late  Canon  of  St.  Paul's,  and  Chaplain  in 
Ordinary  to  the  Queen. 

New  Edition,     Two  vols.     Crown  Svo.     ^s.  each. 
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Aids  to  Prayer;  or,  Thoughts  on 

the  Practice  of  Devotion.  With  forms  of  Prayer  for  Private  use, 
By  Daniel  Moore,  M.A.,  Chaplain  in  Ordinary  to  the  Queen, 
and  Vicar  of  Holy  Trinity,  Paddington,  Author  of  **  Sermons 
on  Special  Occasions. " 

Second  Edition,     Square  yimo,     2s.  6d. 

Church  Organs:    their  Position 

and  Construction.  With  an  Appendix  containing  some  Ac- 
count of  the  Mediaeval  Organ  Case  still  existing  at  Old  Radnor. 
South  Wales.  By  Frederick  Heathcote  Sutton,  M.A.. 
Vicar  of  Theddingworth. 

With  Illustrations.    Imperial  folio,     6s,  6d, 

The  Path  of  Holiness :  a  First 

Book  of  Prayers,  with  the  Service  of  the  Holy  Communion,  for 
the  Young.  Compiled  by  a  Priest.  Edited  by  the  Rev.  T.  T. 
Carter,  M.A.,  Rector  of  Clewer,  Berks. 

With  Illustrations,     Crown  i6mo,  is.  6d.,  or  limp  cloth,  is. 

The  Athanasian  Origin   of  the 

Athanasian  Creed.  By  J.  S.  Brewer,  M.A.,  Preacher  at  the 
Rolls,  and  Honorary  Fellow  of  Queen's  College,  Oxford. 

Crown  %vo,     3^ .  dd. 

Historical  Narratives.     From  the 

Russian.  By  H.  C.  Romanoff,  Author  of  '*  Sketches  of  the 
Rites  and  Customs  of  the  Greco-Russian  Church,"  &c. 

Crown  %vo,     6s. 
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The    Way   of  Life.     A  Book  of 

Prayers  and  Instruction  for  the  Young  at  School,  with  a  Pre- 
paration for  Confirmation.  Compiled  by  a  Priest.  Edited  by 
the  Rev.  T.  T.  Carter,  M.A.,  Rector  of  Clewer,  Berks. 

Imperial  '^2mo,     is,  6d, 

Thoughts  on  Personal  Religion. 

Being  a  Treatise  on  the  Christian  Life  in  its  Two  Chief  Ele- 
ments, Devotion  and  Practice.  By  Edward  Meyrick  Goul- 
bum,  D.D.,  Dean  of  Norwich. 

New  Presentation  Edition^  elegantly  printed  on  Toned  Paper, 
Two  vols.     Small  Svo.     los.  6d, 

An  Edition  in  one  vol.  ^  ds.  6d, ;  also  a  Cheap  Edition ,  3^.  (>d. 

Life  in  the  World :  being  a  Selec- 

tion  from  Sermons  preached  at  St.  Luke's,  Berwick  Street.  By 
the  Rev.  Harry  Jones,  M.A.,  Incumbent  of  St.  Luke's, 
Berwick  Street,  Soho. 

Second  Edition,     Small  Svo.     5s. 

TAe  Perfect  Man;    or,   Jesus  an 

Example  of  Godly  Life,  By  the  Rev.  Harry  Jones,  M.A., 
Incumbent  of  St.  Luke's,  Berwick  Street.', 

Second  Edition.     Crown  Svo.     y.  6d. 

Dictionary  of  Doctrinal  and  His- 

torical  Theology.  By  Various  Writers.  Edited  by  the  Rev. 
John  Henry  Blunt,  M.A.,  F.S.A.,  Editor  of  the  "The 
Annotated  Book  of  Common  Prayer." 

Second  Edition,     Imperial  Svo.     42s. 
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The  Psalms.     Translated  from  the 

Hebrew.  With  Notes,  chiefly  Ex^eticaL  By  VS^illiam  Kay, 
D.D.,  Rector  of  Great  Leighs,  late  Principal  of  Bishop's  Col- 
lie, Calcutta. 

^0,     I2s,  6d, 

Sermons.       By     Henry    Melvill, 

B.D.,  late  Canon  of  St.  Paul's,  and  Chaplain  in  Ordinary  to 
the  Queen. 

New  Edition,     Two  vols.     Crown  Siz/o,    ^s,  each. 

The  Origin  and  Development  of 

Religious  Belief.  By  S.  Baring-Gould,  M.A.,  Author  <Jf 
"  Curious  Myths  of  the  Middle  Ages." 

Vol.    I.  MONOTHEISM  AND  POLYTHEISM. 

Second  Edition,     Bvo.     i$s. 

Vol.  II.  CHRISTIANITY. 

Svo,    1 5  J. 

Parish  Musings  ;  or.  Devotional 

Poems.  By  John  S.  B.  Monsell,  LL.D.,  Rural  Dean,  and 
Rector  of  St.  Nicholas,  Guildford. 

Fine  Edition,     Small  2/z/o,     ^s. 

Cheap  Edition^  iSmo,  limp  cloth,  is.  6d,;  or  in  cover,  is. 

Sermons  on    Special    Occasions. 

By  Daniel  Moore,  M.  A.,  Chaplain  in  Ordinary  to  the  Queen, 
and  Vicar  of  Holy  Trinity,  Paddington;  Author  of  "Aids  to 
Prayer,"  &c. 

Crown  Svo,  Js,  6d, 


NE^wr  Publications 


Prayers  and  Meditations  for  the 

Holy  Communion.     With  a  Preface  by  C.  J.  Ellicott,  D.D., 
Lord  Bishop  of  Gloucester  and  Bristol. 

With  Rubrics  in  red.     Royal  "^imo,     2s,  6d,  ] 

The  Star  of  Childhood.     A  First 

Book  of  Prayers  and  Instruction  for  Children.  Compiled  by  a 
Priest.  Edited  by  the  Rev.  T.  T.  Carter,  M.A.,  Rector  of 
Clewer,  Berks. 

With  Illustrations  reduced  from  Engravings  by  Fra  Angelico. 

Royal  i6mo,     2s.  6d, 

Notes  on  Church  Organs ;  their 

Position  and  the  Materials  used  in  their  Construction.  By  C. 
K.  K.  Bishop, 

With  Illustrations.     Small  ^o,     6s, 

The  Hidden  Life  of  the  Soul. 

From  the  French.  By  the  Author  of  **  A  Dominican  Artist,*' 
"  Life  of  Madame  Louise  de  France,"  &c  &c. 

Crown  Svo,     ^s. 

A  ncient  Hymns.     From  the  Roman 

Breviary.  For  domestic  use  every  Morning  and  Evening  of 
the  Week,  and  on  the  Holy  Days  of  the  Church.  To  which  are 
added,  Original  Hymns,  principally  of  Commemoration  and 
Thanksgiving  for  Christ's  Holy  Ordinances.  By  Richard 
Mant,  D.D.,  sometime  Lord  Bishop  of  Down  and  Connor. 

New  Edition,     Small  Svo.     $s. 
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The  Two  Brothers y  and  other  Poems. 

By  Edward  Henry  Bickersteth,  M.A.,    Vicar  of  Christ 
Church,  Hampstead,  and  Chaplain  to  the  Bishop  of  Ripon ; 
Author  of  "  Yesterday,  To-day,  and  for  Ever." 
Second  Edition,     Small  2ivo.     6s, 

The  Life  of  yustification .   A  Series 

of  Lectures  delivered  in  Substance  at  All  Saints',  Margaret 
Street,  in  Lentj  1870.  By  the  Rev.  George  Body,  B.A., 
Rector  of  Kirkby  Misperton. 

Second  Ediiion,     Crown  Svo.     4s.  6d. 

The  Life  of  Temptation  :  A  Course 

of  Lectures  delivered  in  Substance  at  S.  Peter's,  Eaton  Square, 
in  Lent,  1872;  also  at  All  Saints',  Margaret  Street,  in  Lent, 
1869.  By  the  Rev.  George  Body,  B.A.,  Rector  of  Kirkby 
Misperton,  Yorkshire. 

CroTvn  Svo,     4s.  6d. 

The  **  Damnatory  Clauses"  of  the 

Athanasian  Creed  Rationally  Explained,  in  a  Letter  to  the 
Right  Hon.  W.  E.  Gladstone,  M.P.  By  the  Rev.  Malcolm 
MacColl,  M.A.,  Rector  of  St.  George,  Botolph  Lane. 

Crown  S^o.     6s. 

The  Saying's  of  the  Great  Forty 

Days,  between  the  Resurrection  and  Ascension,  regarded  as  the 
Outlines  of  the  Kingdom  of  God.  In  Five  Discourses.  With 
an  Examination  of  Dr.  Newman's  Theory  of  Development 
Bv  George  Moberly,  D.C.L.,  Bishop  of  Salisbury. 

Fourth  Edition,     Crown  %vo,     *js,  6d, 
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New  Publications 


History  of  the  Church  under  the 

Roman  Empire,  A.D.   29-476.     By  the  Rev.   A.  D.  Crake, 
B.A.,  Chaplain  of  All  Saints'  School,  Bloxham. 

Crown  %vo.  [In  the  Press, 

The  Pope  and  the  Council.     By 

Janus.    Authorized  Translation  from  the  German. 
Tliird  Edition,  Revised.     Crown  Svo.     *js,  6d. 

Letters  from  Rome  on  the  Council. 

By  Quirinus.  Reprinted  from  the  "Allgemeine  Zeitung." 
Authorized  Translation, 

Crown  %vo,     12s, 

Directorium       Pastorale.       The 

Principles  and  Practice  of  Pastoral  Work  in  the  Church  of 
England.  By  the  Rev.  John  Henry  Blunt,  M.A.,  F.S.A., 
Editor  of  "  The  Annotated  Book  of  Common  Prayer,"  &c.  &c. 

Third  Edition,  Revised,     Crown  Svo,     Js^  6d. 


The   Pursuit   of  Holiness.      A 

Sequel  to  **  Thoughts  on  Personal  Religion,"  intended  to  carry 
the  Reader  somewhat  farther  onward  in  the  Spiritual  Life.  By 
Edward  Meyrick  Goulbum,  D.D.,  Dean  of  Norwich. 

Fourth  Edition,     Small  Svo.     ^s. 
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Apostolical    Succession     in     the 

Church  of  England.  By  the  Rev.  Arthur  ^V.  Haddan,  B.D., 
Rector  of  Barton-on-the-Heath,  and  late  Fellow  of  Trinity 
College,  Oxford. 

%V0,       125, 

The    First    Book    of   Common 

Prayer  of  Edward  VI.  and  the  Ordinal  of  1549.  Together  with 
the  Order  of  the  Communion,  1548.  Reprinted  entire,  and 
Edited  by  the  Rev.  Henry  Baskerville  ^Valton,  M.A.,  late 
Fellow  and  Tutor  of  Merton  College ;  with  Introduction  by  the 
Rev.  Peter  Goldsmith  Medd,  M.A.,  Senior  Fellow  and 
Tutor  of  University  College,  Oxford. 

Small  8z/^.     6^. 

A  llegories  and  Tales.    By  the  Rev. 

W.  E.  Heygate,  M.A.,  Rector  of  Brighstone. 

Crown  %vo,  [In  the  Press. 

Twelve  Addresses  at  his  Visita- 

tion  of  the  Cathedral  and  Diocese  of  Lincoln,  in  the  year 
MDCCCLXXiii.    By  the  Bishop  of  Lincoln. 

Crown  Svo.  [Nearly  ready. 

Parochial  and  Plain    Sermons. 

By  John  Henry  Newman,  B.D.,  formerly  Vicar  of  St.  Mary's, 
Oxford.  Edited  by  the  Rev.  W.  J.  Copeland,  Rector  of 
Famham,  Essex. 

New  Edition,     Eight  vols.     Crown  &vo.     5/.  each. 


NK^Kr  Publications 


Sermons  bearing  on  Subjects  of 

the  Day.     By  John  Henry  Newman,  B.D.     Edited  by  the 
Rev.  W.  J.  Copeland,  Rector  of  Famham,  Essex. 

New  Edition,     Crown  Svo,     ^s. 

Spiritual  Guidance.  With  an  In- 
troduction by  the  Rev.  T.  T.  Carter,  M.  A.,  Rector  of  Clewer, 
Berks,  and  Honorary  Canon  of  Christ  Church  Cathedral, 
Oxford. 

Crown  ^vo,     6s. 

Self-Renunciation.  From  the  French. 

With  Introduction  by  the  Rev.  T.  T.  Carter,  M.A.,  Rector 
of  Clewer,  Berks. 

Crown  Svo,     6s. 

The  Divinity  of  our  Lord  aTtd 

Saviour  Jesus  Christ.  Being  the  Bampton  Lectures  for 
1866.  By  Henry  Parry  Liddon,  D.D.,  D.C.L.,  Canon  of 
St.  Paul's,  and  Ireland  Professor  of  Exegesis  in  the  University 
of  Oxford. 

Sixth  Edition,     Crown  2/z/o,     $s. 

Sermons     Preached    before    the 

University  of  Oxford.  By  Henry  Parry  Liddon,  D.D., 
D.C.L.,  Canon  of  St.  Paul's,  and  Ireland  Professor  of  Exegesis 
in  the  University  of  Oxford. 

Fourth  Edition,     Crown  Svo,    $s. 


HonHon  •  ^iSsnti  •  (STambrflige 


Mkssrs.  Rivington's 


Brighstone   Sermons.     By  George 

Moberly,  D.C.L.,  Bishop  of  Salisbury. 

Second  Edition,     Crown  Buo.     Js,  6d. 

A   Manual  for  the  Sick.     With 

other  Directions.  By  Launcelot  Andre wes,  D.D.,  sometime 
Lord  Bishop  or  Winchester.  Edited,  with  a  Prefiace,  by 
Henry  Parry  Liddon,  D.D.,  D.C.L.,  Canon  of  St.  Paul's. 

With  Portrait,     Second  Edition,     Large  type,     2.\mo,     2s,  6d, 

The  Apocalypse :    with  Notes  and 

Reflections.  By  the  Rev.  Isaac  Williams,  B.D.,  late  Fellow 
of  Trinity  College,  Oxford. 

Crown  %vo,  \2n  the  Press, 

The  Life  of  Madame  Louise  de 

France,  Daughter  of  Louis  XV.,  known  also  as  the  Mother 
Terese  de  S.  Augustin.  By  the  Author  of  "A  Dominican 
Artbt,"  "The  Life  of  S.  Francis  de  Sales,"  &c. 

Crown  Svo.     6s, 

Instructions  for  the  Use  of  Can- 

didates  for  Holy  Orders,  and  of  the  Parochial  Clergy;  with 
Acts  of  Parliament  relating  to  the  same,  and  Forms  proposed 
to  be  used.  By  Christopher  Hodgson,  M.A.,  Secretary  to 
the  Governors  of  Queen  Anne*s  Bounty. 

Ninth  Edition,  Revised  and  Enlarged,     %vo,     i6s. 


HonDon  *  ^xkxti  *  Cambrttige 


New  publicatioks 


The   Treasury  of  Devotion.      A 

Manual  of  Prayers  for  General  and  Daily  Use.  Compiled  by  a 
Priest.  Edited  by  the  Rev.  T.  T.  Carter,  M.  A.,  Rector  of 
Clewer,  Berks. 

Sixth  Edition,     l6mo,  2s.  6d,;  Limp  cloth,  2s, 

Bound  with  the  Book  of  Common  Prayer,    3J.  (>d. 

A  Dominican  Artist.     A  Sketch 

of  the  Life  of  the  Rev.  Pere  Besson,  of  the  Order  of  St.  Dominic. 
By  the  Author  of  **  The  Life  of  Madame  Louise  de  France,"  &c. 
Second  Edition.     Crown  Svo,     6s. 

The  Reformation  of  the  Church 

of  England.     Its  History,  Principles,  and  Results.     A.D.  1514- 

1547.     By  John  Henry  Blunt,  M.A,,  Vicar  of  Kennington, 

Oxford,  Editor  of  **  The  Annotated  Book  of  Common  Prayer," 

&c.,  &c. 

Second  Edition.     Svo.     16s. 

Fables  respecting  the  Popes  of  the 

Middle  Ages.  A  Contribution  to  Ecclesiastical  History.  By 
John  J.  Ign.  von  DoUinger.  Translated,  with  Introduc- 
tion and  Appendices,  by  Alfred  Plummer,  M.A->  Fellow  and 
Tutor  of  Trinity  College,  Oxford. 

%vo.     \\s. 

Sketches  of  the  Rites  and  Customs 

of  the  Greco-Russian  Church.     By  H.  C.  Romanofif.    With 

an  Introductory  Notice  by  the  Author  of  **The  Heir  of  Red- 

clyflfe." 

Second  Edition,     Crown  %vo.     *js.  6d. 


HonDon  *  ^xfbrH  *  Cambrttige 


Messrs.  Riyington's 


Household  Theology.    A  Handbook 

of  Religious  Information  respecting  the  Holy  Bible,  the  Prayer 
Book,  the  Church,  the  Ministry,  Divine  Worship,  the  Creeds, 
&c,  &c.     By  John  Henry  Blunt,  M.A. 

New  Edition,     Small  Sivo.     3J.  6</. 

Curious  Myths    of  the   Middle 

Ages.  By  S.  Baring-Gould,  M.A.,  Author  of  "  Post- 
Mediaeval  Preachers,"  &c. 

With  Illustrations,     New  Edition,     Crown  Svo,     6s. 

The  Prayer    Book   Interleaved 

With  Historical  Illustrations  and  Explanatory  Notes,  arranged 
parallel  to  the  Text.  By  the  Rev.  W.  M.  Campion,  D.D., 
Fellow  and  Tutor  of  Queen's  College,  and  Rector  of  St. 
Botolph's,  and  the  Rev.  W.  J.  Beamont,  M.A.,  late 
Fellow  of  Trinity  College,  Cambridge.  With  a  Preface  by  the 
Lord  Bishop  of  Ely. 

Seventh  Edition,     Small  Siva,     *js.  6d, 

Sickness;  its  Trials  and  Blessings. 

New  Edition,     Small  Svo,    y,  6d, 
Also  a  Cheap  Edition,  is,  6d.;  or  tn  paper  cover,  is. 

Hymns  and  Poems  for  the  Sick 

and  Suffering.  In  connection  with  the  Service  for  the  Visita- 
tion of  the  Sick.  Selected  from  Various  Authors.  Edited  by 
T.  V.  Fosbery,  M.A.,  Vicar  of  St  Giles's,  Reading. 

New  Edition,     Small  Svo,     3^.  6d, 


HonHon  •  ^xiatti  •  (KDambrDige 


New  Publications 


Miscellaneous  Poems.     By  Henry 

Francis  Lyte,  M.A. 

New  Edition,     Small  $vo,     $s. 

The  Happiness  of  the  Blessed. 

Considered  as  to  the  Particulars  of  their  State ;  their  Recognition 
of  each  other  in  that  State ;  and  its  Differences  of  Degrees.  To 
which  are  added,  Musings  on  the  Church  and  her  Services. 
By  Richard  Mant,  D.D.,  sometime  Lord  Bishop  of  Down 
and  Connor. 

Neiv  Edition,     Small  %vo,     3J.  dd. 

Catechesis;  or,  Christian  Instruc- 
tion Preparatory  to  Confirmation  and  First  Commimion.  By 
Charles  Wordsworth,  D.C.L.,  Bishop  of  St.  Andrew's. 

New  Edition,     Small  Svo.     2s, 

Warnings  of  the  Holy  IVeeky  etc. 

Being  a  Course  of  Parochial  Lectures  for  the  Week  before 
Easter  and  the  Easter  Festivals.  By  the  Rev.  W.  Adams, 
M.  A.,  Author  of  "  Sacred  Allegories." 

Sixth  Edition,     Small  Svo.     4^.  6d, 


Consolatio ;   or,  Comfort  for  the 

Afflicted.  Edited  by  the  Rev.  C.  E.  Kennaway.  With  a 
Preface  by  Samuel  Wilberforce,  D.D.,  Lord  Bishop  of 
Winchester. 

New  Edition,     Small  %vo,     y,  6d, 

♦  ILonUon  ♦  ©ifbrU  ♦  CambriUfie  • 


Mkssrs.  Riyington's 


Family  Prayers.      Compiled  from 

Various  Sources  (chiefly  from  Bishop  Hamilton's  Manual),  and 
arranged  on  the  Liturgical  Principle.  By  Edward  Meyrick 
Goulbum,  D.D.,  Dean  of  Norwich. 

New  Edition.     Large  Type,     Crown  Svo.     y.  6d, 

Cheap  Edition,     i6mo,     is. 

The  A  nnual  Register.     A  Review 

of  Public  Events  at  Home  and  Abroad,  for  the  Year  1872. 

%vo.     \%s. 
The  Volumes  of  the  New  Series,  1863  to  1 871,  may  be  had,  i&r.  each. 

Yesterday,     To-Day,     and    For 

Ever.  A  Poem  in  Twelve  Books.  By  Edward  Henry 
Bickersteth,  M.  A.,  Vicar  of  Christ's  Church,  Hampstead,  and 
Chaplain  to  the  Bishop  of  Ripon. 

Seventh  Edition.     Small  %vo.     ds, 

Bible    Readings  for   Family 

Prayer.     By  the  Rev.    W.    H.    Ridley,  M.A.,    Rector  of 

Hambleden. 

Crown  ^0. 

Old  Testament — Genesis  and  Exodus    2s, 

New  Testament   ^s  6d     \  ^^'  Matthew  and  St.  Mark.     2s. 
JNew  lestament,  3^.  oa.     |  g^   ^uke  and  St.  John.     2s. 

Liber  Precum  Publicarum  Fccle- 

sise  Anglicanae.  A  Gulielmo  Bright,  A.M.,  et  Petro 
Goldsmith  Medd,  A.M.,  Presbyteris,  Collegii  Universitatis 
in  Acad.  Oxon.  Sociis,  Latine  redditus. 

New  Edition f  with  all  the  Rubrics  in  red^     Small  Svo.     6s, 


HonHoix  *  ^iforH  •  CambriHgc 


Nk^w  Publications 


Sacred  A  llegories.    The  Shadow  of 

the  Cross— The  Distant  Hills— The  Old  Man's  Home— The 
King's  Messengers.  By  the  Rev.  W.  Adams,  M.A.,  late 
Fellow  of  Merton  College,  Oxford. 

With  numerous  Jllustrations, 

New  Edition.     One  Vol,     Crown  Svo,     $s. 

The  Four  Allegories  separately.      Crown  %vo,     2s.  6d.  each, 

A     Glossary    of    Ecclesiastical 

Terms.  Containing  Brief  Explanations  of  Words  used  in 
Theology,  Liturgiology,  Chronology,  Law,  Architecture,  Anti- 
quities, Symbolism,  Greek  Hierology  and  Mediaeval  Latin ; 
together  with  some  account  of  Titles  of  our  Lord,  Emblems  of 
Saints,  Hymns,  Orders,  Heresies,  Ornaments,  Offices,  Vest- 
ments and  Ceremonial,  and  Miscellaneous  Subjects.  By 
Various  Writers.     Edited  by  the  Rev.  Orby  Shipley,  M.A. 

Crown  Svo.     iSs. 

Stones  of  the  Temple  ;  or  Lessons 

from  the  Fabric  and  Furniture  of  the  Church.  By  Walter 
Field,  M.A.,  F.S.A.,  Vicar  of  Godmersham. 

With  numerous  Illustrations,     Crown  8w?.     7j.  6</. 

Strena  Christiana;   a  Christian 

New  Year's  Gift ;  or.  Brief  Exhortations  to  the  Chief  Outward 
Acts  of  Virtue.  Translated  from  the  Latin  of  Sir  Harbottle 
Grimston,  Bart.,  Member  of  Parliament,  1640.    "^zmo,    is,  6d, 

Or  the  Latin  and  English  together,     ^2mo,  2s,  6d, 


EonlKon  •  ^jiato  •  ConArilifir 


Messrs.  Rivington's 


A   Companion  to  the  Old   Testa- 

ment.  Being  a  Plain  Commentary  on  Scripture  History,  down 
to  the  Birth  of  our  Lord. 

Small  ^vo,     '^,  6d. 

Latin  Prose   Exercises.       Being 

Easy  Graduated  English  Sentences  for  Translation  into  Latin, 
with  Rules,  Explanations,  a  Vocabulary,  and  Index.  Intended 
for  the  Use  of  Beginners  and  Junior  Forms  of  Schools.  By 
R.  Prowde  Smith,  B.A.,  Assistant  Master  at  the  Grammar 
School,  Henley-on-Thames. 

Crown  Snw,    2s,  6d, 


A  Theory  of  Harmony.     Founded 

on  the  Tempered  Scale.  With  Question  and  Exercises  for  the 
use  of  Students.  By  John  Stainer,  Mus.  Doc,  M.A.,  Magd. 
ColL,  Oxon,  Organist  to  St.  Paul's  CathedraL 

Second  Edition,     ^o,     *js,  6d, 

Selections  from    Lucian.      With 

English  Notes.      By  Evelyn  Abbott,  Assistant  Master  in 

Clifton  CoU^e. 

Small  ^/vo,    3^.  6</. 

Progressive  Exercises  in   Latin 

Elegiac  Verse.  By  C.  G.  Gepp,  B.A.,  late  Junior  Student 
of  Christ  Church,  Oxford,  and  Assistant  Master  at  Tonbridge 
School. 

Second  Edition^  Revised,     Crown  Svo.     3^.  6d. 


NE^wr  Publications 


Examples  of  Conies  and  Curves. 

By  the  Rev.  W.  H.  Laverty,  M.A.,  Fellow  and  Mathematical 
Lecturer  of  Queen's  College,  and  Public  Examiner  in  the 
University  of  Oxford. 

Fcap.  4/(t7.     2J.  (xl. 

Materials  and  Models  for  Greek 

and  Latin  Prose  Composition.  Selected  and  arranged  by  J.  Y. 
Sargent,  M.  A.,  Tutor,  late  Fellow  of  Magdalen  Collie,  Ox- 
ford; and  T.  F.  Dallin,  M.A.,  Fellow  and  Tutor  of  Queen's 
College,  Oxford. 

Ctown  %fvo,     *js.  6d, 

The  First  Hebrew  Book;  on  the 

Plan  of  **  Henry's  First  Latin  Book."  By  the  late  Thomas 
Kerchever  Arnold,  M.  A.,  formerly  Fellow  of  Trinity  College, 
Cambridge. 

New  Edition,     \2tno.     *js.td, 

Madvigs  Syntax  of  the  Greek 

LANGUAGE,  especially  of  the  Attic  Dialect,,  for  the  use  of 
Schools.  Translated  by  Henry  Browne,  M.  A.,  and  edited  by 
the  late  T.  K.  Arnold,  M.  A. 

New  Edition.     Imperial  i6mo.     Ss,  6d. 

A  Sketch  of  Grecian  and  Roman 

History.  By  A.  H.  Beesly,  M.A.,  Assistant  Master  at  Marl- 
borough Collie. 

With  Maps,     Small  %vo,  [Nearly  ready,  • 


3i9eto   IPampliUtiBf 

English  Church  Defence  Tracts, 

No.  I.  ROMAN  MISQUOTATIONS. 

No.  2.  ARE  CLERGYMEN  OF  THE  ENGLISH  CHURCH  RIGHTLY 
ORDAINED? 

No.  3.  PAPAL  INFALLIBILITY. 

No.  4.  MORE  ABOUT  "ROMAN  MISQUOTATIONS:"  IN  REPLY 
TO  A  PAMPHLET  ENTITLED  "ANGLICAN  MISRE- 
PRESENTATIONS." 

8z/^.     yi,  each. 


The  Shortened  Order  for  Morning  and  Even- 
ing Prayer  daily  throughout  the  Year  except  on  Sunday, 
Christmas  Day,  Ash  Wednesday,  Good  Friday,  and  Ascension 
Day.     With  **  The  Act  of  Uniformity  Amendment  Act." 

Royal  ^mo,     id. 


An  Additional  Order  for  Evening  Prayer  on 

Sundays  and  Holy-Days  throughout  the  Year  taken  from  the 
Holy  Scriptures,  and  Book  of  Common  Prayer,  and  approved  by 
the  Ordinary  for  use  in  the  Diocese  of  Peterborough,  with 
a  Table  of  Occasional  Psalms  and  Lessons  as  approved  by 
the  Ordinary. 

Royal  22mo.     id. 


EonHon  *  ^ikxti  *  CDBmMrge 


NE^wr  Pamphlets 


A  Charge  to  the  Clergy  of  the  Diocese  of  St. 

David's.     Delivered  by  Connop,  Lord  Bishop  of  St.  David's 

at  his  Eleventh  Visitation,  October  and  November  1872.     With 

an  Appendix. 

%vo.     2s.  6d. 

A  Charge  delivered  to  the  Clergy  of  the  Dio^ 

cese  of  Llandaff,  at  his  Eighth  Visitation,  July  1872,  By 
Alfred  Ollivant,  D.D.,  Bishop  of  Llandaff. 

%V0.      25, 

A  Charge  delivered  to  the  Clergy  of  the  Dio- 

cese  of  Bangor  at  his  Fifth  Visitation,  August  1872.  By  J.  C. 
Campbell,  D.D.,  Bishop  of  Bangor. 

%V0,       IS. 

Indian  Missions.     A   Letter  to   His  Grace 

the  Archbishop  of  Canterbury.  From  Henry  Alexander 
Douglas,  D.D.,  Bishop  of  Bombay. 

%fVO,       IS, 

The    Great    Commission.       Meditations    on 

Home  and  Foreign  Missions.  Designed  originally  for  the 
December  Ember  Week  of  the  Year  1872,  in  which  falls  the 
Appointed  Day  of  Humble  Supplication  for  an  Increase  of 
the  Number  of  Missionaries,  and  for  the  Blessing  of  Almighty 
God  upon  their  Labours.  By  Edward  Meyrick  Goulbum, 
D.D.,  Dean  of  Norwich. 

Small  Svo,     6d, 

•  Eottdon  *  Oxford  *  Camlirtligt  • 


NE^wr  Pamphlets 


The  Life  of  Faith  and  the  Athanasian  Creed, 

A  Sermon  preached  before  the  University  of  Oxford  in  the 
Church  of  St.  Mary  the  Virgin  on  the  Twenty-First  Sunday 
after  Trinity,  1872.  By  H.  P.  Liddon,  D.D.,  Ireland  Pro- 
fessor of  Exegesis  and  Canon  of  St.  Paul's. 

Svo.     is, 

A    Common  Sense  View  of  the  Athanasian 

Creed  Question.  By  Henry  Arthur  Woodgate,  B.D., 
Rector  of  Belbroughton. 

CroTvn  %7/o.     ^. 

Our  Position  as  Catholics  in  the  Church  of 

England.  A  Letter  to  a  Friend.  By  the  Rev.  Arthur 
WoUaston  Hutton,  B.  A.,  formerly  Scholar  of  Exeter  College, 
Assistant-Curate  of  St.  Barnabas,  Oxford. 

%vo,      IS, 

Defence  of  the  English  Ordinal.     With  some 

Obsg-vations  upon   Spiritual  Jurisdiction   and    the   Power  of 

the  Keys.     By  the  Rev.  W.   R.  Churton,   M.A.,  Fellow  of 

King's  College,  Cambridge,  and  Honorary  Canon  of  Rochester 

Cathedral. 

%vo,  cloth,     y. 

The   Colour  of  the   Cross.      An    Allegory. 

By  J.  G.  S.  Nichol,  Head  Master  of  King  James's  Grammar 
School,  and  Curate  of  Knarcsborough. 

Crown  Sfvo,     is. 


EonDon  •  Oxford  *  iSTambnlifle 


Commentary  on  tfje  dB^oietpel^ 

Devotional  Commentary  on  the  Gospel  Narra- 

TIVE.      By  the  Rev.  Isaac  Williams,  B.D.,  formerly  Fellow 
of  Trinity  College,  Oxford. 
New  Edition,     Eight  Volumes,     Crown  Svo.      ^s.  each. 

Thoughts  on  the  Study  of  the  Holy  Gospels. 

Characteristic  Differences  in  the  Four  Gospels — Our  Lord's  Manifestations  of 
Hintself^The  Rule  of  Scriptural  Interpretation  furnished  by  our  Lord- 
Analogies  of  the  Gospel— Mention  of  Angels  in  the  Gospels — Places  of  Our 
Lord^s  Abode  and  Ministry — Our  Lord's  Mode  of  Dealing  with  hit 
Apostles —  Conclusion . 

A  Harmony  of  the  Four  Evangelists. 

Our  Lord's  Nativity — Our  Lord's  Ministry  (Secoftd  Year) — Our  Lord** 
Ministry  {Third  Year)— The  Holy  Week— Our  Lord's  Resurrection. 

Our  Lord's  Nativity. 

The  Birth  at  Bethlehem — The  Baptism  in  Jordan — The  First  Passover. 

Our  Lord's  Ministry.    Second  Yeaj*. 

The  Second  Passover — Christ  with  the  Twelve — The  Twelve  sent  Forth. 

Our  Lord's  Ministry.    Third  Yeaj*. 

Teaching  in  Galilee — Teaching  at  ferusalem. — Last  Journey  from.  Galilee  i* 

Jerusalem. 

The  Holy  Week. 

The  Approach  to  Jerusalem—  The  Teaching  in  the  Temple — The  Discourse  on 

the  Mount  of  Olives — The  Last  Supper. 

Our  Lord's  Passion. 

The  Hour  of  Darkness — The  Agony —  The  Apprehension — The  Condemnation — 
The  Day  of  Sorrows— The  Hall  of  Judgment—The  Crucifixion— Th^ 
Sepulture. 

Our  Lord's  Resurrection. 

The  Day  of  Days— The  Grave  Visited— Christ  Appearing— The  Going  t» 
Rmmaus—  The  Forty  Days — The  Apostles  Assembled— The  Lake  in  Galilee 
—  The  Mountain  in  Galilee — The  Return  from  Galilee, 

JKniform  initfj  t]^e  alwfee* 
The  Apocalypse^  with  Notes  and  Reflections. 

[In  the  Press, 

36g  ttfe  game  aut^fflt. 


The  Characters  of  the  Old 

Testament.      A    Series  of 
Sermons.     5j. 


Female    Characters     of 

Holy  Scripture.      A  Series 
of  Sermons.     5j. 


HonHon  •  ®xforlr  *  CamfiriUfle 


l&e^iei  to  €tvMm  fflinotoietige 


Small  ^0,     2s,  6d,  each, 

A  Key  to  the  Knowledge  and  Use  of  the  Book 

of  Common  Prayer.     By  John  Henry  Blunt,  M.  A.,  F.S.A-, 
Editor  of  "The  Annotated  Book  of  Common  Prayer.' 


n 


A  Key  to  the  Knowledge  and  Use  of  the  Holy 

Bible.     By  John  Henry  Blunt,  M.A. 

A  Key  to  the  Knowledge  of  Church  History 

(Ancient).     Edited  by  John  Henry  Blunt,  M.A. 

A  Key  to  the  Knowledge  of  Church  History 

(Modem).     Edited  by  John  Henry  Blunt,  M.  A. 

A  Key  to  Christian  Doctrine  and  Practice. 

(Founded  on  the  Church  Catechism.)    By  John  Henry  Blunt, 
M.A. 


A  Key  to  the  Narrative  of  the  Four  Gospels- 

By  John  Pilkington  N orris,  M.A.,  Canon  of  Bristol,  for- 
merly one  of  Her  Majesty's  Inspectors  of  Schools. 

A  Key  to  the  Narrative  of  the  Acts  of  the 

Apostles.     By  John  Pilkington  N orris,  M.A. 


HonHon « ^iCord  •  (STambnlifle 


i2mo. 
By  J.  HAMBLIN  SMITH,  M.A., 

OP  GONVILLB  AND  CAIUS  COLLEGE,  AND  LATE  LECTURER  AT  ST.  PBTBR*S  COLLBOB, 

CAMBRIDGE. 

Algebra. 

Part  I.     3J.     Without  Answers,  2s.  6d, 

Exercises  on  Algebra. 

Part  I.     2J.  (id,     [Copies  may  be  had  without  the  Answers.] 

Elementary  Trigonometry. 

Elementary  Hydrostatics^ 
Elements  of  Geometry. 

Containing  Books  i  to  6,  and  portions  of  Books  li  and  12  of 
Euclid,  with  Exercises  and  Notes.  3J.  (>d. 

Books  I  and  2  ;  Books  3  and  4  ;  Books  5  and  6  ;  and  portions 
of  Books  II  and  12  ;2s.  each;  or  limp  cloth,  is.  6d, 

Elementary  Statics. 

By  E.  J.  GROSS,  M.A., 

FELLOW  OF  GONVILLB  AND  CAIUS  COLLEGE,  CAMBRIDGE. 

Algebra. 

Part  II.  [In  the  Press. 

By  G.  RICHARDSON.  M.A., 

ASSISTANT  MASTER  AT  WINCHESTER  COLLEGE,  AND  LATE  FELLOW  OF  ST.  JOHN  S 

COLLEGE,  CAMBRIDGE. 

Geometrical  Conic  Sections. 

[In  the  Press, 
Other  Works  are  in  Preparation. 
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Catena  Clajetieiicorutn 

A  Series  of  CUissical  Authors.  Edited  by  Members  of  both  Universities  ^  under 
the  Direction  of  the  Rev.  Arthur  Holznes.  M.A.^  Senior  Fellow  and  Dean 
of  Clare  College,  Cambridge^  and  late  Preacher  at  the  Chapel  Royal^  White- 
hall; and  the  Rev.  ChaJTles  BifiTgr,  M.A.^  late  Senior  Student  and  Tutor 
of  Christ  Church,  Oxford;  Principal  of  Brighton  College. 

Sophoclis  Tragoediae, 

THE  ELECfTRA,  w.  &/.       THE  AJAX,  3*.  &£ 
Edited  by  R.  C.  Jebb,  M.  A,  Fellow  and  Tutor  of  Trinity  College,  Cam- 
bridge, and  i^blic  Orator  of  the  University. 

Juvenalis  Satirae, 

Edited  by  G.  A.  Simcox,  M.  A,  Fellow  and  Classical  Lecturer  of  Queen's 
College,  Oxford.     New  Edition,  revised.     5^, 

Thucydidis  Historia, 

Edited  by  ChEU9.  Bi^£r>  M.A.,  late  Senior  Student  and  Tutor  of  Christ 
Church,  Oxford  ;  Principal  of  Brighton  College. 

Books  I.  and  II.,  with  Introductions.    6x. 

Demosthenis  Orationes  Publicae. 

THE  OLYNTHI  ACS.  2j.  M.       THE  PHILIPPICS,  y.       DB 

FALSA  LEGATIONE,  dr. 
Edited  by  G.  H.  Heslop,  M.A,  late  Fellow  and  Assistant  Tutor  of 
Queen's  College,  Oxford ;  Head  Master  of  St.  Bees. 

Aristophanis  Coinoediae, 

THE    ACHARNIANS    and    THE    KNIGHTS,   4x.        THE 

CLOUDS,  ■\s.  td.       THE  WASPS,  y.U. 
Edited  by  W.  C.  Green,  M.A,  late  Fellow  of  King's  College,  Cambridge: 

Assistant  Master  at  Rugby  School.  

An  Edition  of  THE  ACHARNIANS  and  THE  KNIGHTS,  Re- 
vised and  especially  adapted  for  Use  in  Schools.    4X. 

Isocratis  Orationes, 

AD  DEMONIOUM  BT  PANEGYRIOUS.    4*.  6^1 

Edited  by  John  EdWJn  Sandys,  M.A,  Fellow  and  Tutor  of  St  John's 

College,  Classical  Lecturer  at  Jesus  College,  Cambridge. 

Persii  Satirae, 

Edited  by  A.  Pretor,  MA.,  Fellow  of  St.  Catherine's  College,  Cambridi^ 
Classical  Lecturer  of  Trinity  Hall.     y.  6d. 

Homeri  Ilias, 

Edited  by  S.  H.  Reynolds,  M.A,  late  Fellow  and  Tutor  of  Brasenose 

College,  Oxford.     Books  I.  to  All.    6^. 

Terenti  Comoediae, 

ANDRIA  ET  EUNUCHUS.    4*.  6^. 

Edited  bv  T.  L.  Paplllon,  .M.A,  Fellow  of  New  College,  Oxford,  late 

Fellow  of  Merton. 

Demosthenis  Orationes. 
DE  CORONA.    M. 

Edited  by  the  Rev.  Arthur  Holmes,  M.A,  Senior  Fellow  and  Dean  of 
Clare  College,  Cambridge,  and  late  Preacher  at  the  Chapel  Royal,  WhitehalL 

Herodoti  Historia, 

Edited  by  H.  G.  Woods,  Fellow  and  Tutor  of  Trinity  College,  Oxford. 

Book  I.  6f.     Book  II.  5;. 
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Select  Pias0  of  ®I)altj9fpere 

RUGBY  EDITION,     With  an  Introduction  and  Notes  to 

each  Play.     Small  ^o. 

As    YOH  Ltkc  It,        2*-  ;  paper  cover,  xs.  6d. 

Edited  by  the  Rev.  Charles  E.  Moberly,  M.A.,  Assistant  Master  ia 
Rugby  School,  formerly  Scholar  of  Balliol  College,  Oxford. 

M-dCuCtfl,        2*. ;  paper  cover,  xs.  id. 
Edited  by  the  same. 

CoVlolCLfltCS.        2J.  ^'\  paper  cover,  ax. 

Edited  by  Robert  Whitelaw,  M.A.,  Assistant  Master  in  Rugby  School, 
formerly  Fellow  of  Trinity  College,  Cambridge. 

llClfyilct,        «*•  6^-  ;  paper  covers^  ax. 

Edited  by  the  Rev.  Charles  E.  L^oberly,  M.A. 

The   Tempest.  \In  preparation. 

Edited  by  J.  Surtees  Phlllpotts,  M.A.,  Assistant  Master  in  Rugby 
School,  formerly  Fellow  of  New  College,  Oxford. 

Much  Ado  about  Nothing,  im preparation. 

Edited  by  the  same. 

*^*  Other  Plays  are  in  PreparcUion, 

©COtt^lBf  Lay  of  the  Last  Minstrel. 

R  UGBY  EDITION,  Edited,  with  an  Introduction,  Notes,  and  Glossary, 
by  J.  Surtees  Phlllpotts,  M.A.,  Assistant  Master  in  Rugby  School, 
formerly  Fellow  of  New  College,  Oxford. 

@)cene0  from  (Sxz^  Plas0 

RUGBY  EDITION.  Abridged  and  Adapted  for  the  use  of  Schools,  by 
Arthur  SidgWick,  M.A.,  Assistant  Master  in  Rugby  School,  and  for- 
merly Fellow  oi  Trinity  College,  Cambridge.  ' 

Aristophanes. 

THE  CLOUDS.    THE  FROGS.    THE  KNIGHTS.    PLUTUS. 

Euripides. 

IPHIGENIA  IN  TAURIS.        THE  CYCLOPS.        ION. 
ELECTRA. 

Small  Zvo.    is.  6d.  each;  paper  cover,  is. 

*^*  Other  Plays  are  in  Preparation, 


Bttiington'isr  2:)etiotional  &ttit0 

EUganUy  printed  with  red  borders,     i6mo.     2s.  6d. 

Thomas  d  KempiSy  Of  the  Imitation  of  Christ. 
Introduction  to  the  Devout  Life. 

From  the  French  of  S.  Francis  of  Sales,  Bishop  and  Prince  of 
Geneva. 

A  Short  and  Plain  Instruction  for  the  Better 

Understanding  of  the  Lord's  Supper:  to  which  is  annexed,  the 
Ofi&ce  of  the  Holy  Communion,  witn  Proper  Helps  and  Directions. 
By  Thomas  Wilson,  D.  D. ,  late  Lord  Bishop  of  Sodor  and  Man. 
Complete  Edition^  in  large  type. 

The  Rule  and  Exercises  of  Holy  Living. 

By  Jeremy  Taylor,  D.D.,  Bishop  of  Down  and  Connor,  and 
Dromore. 

The  Rule  and  Exercises  of  Holy  Dying. 

By  Jeremy  Taylor,  D.D.,  Bishop  of  Down  and  Connor,  and 
Dromore. 
The  "Holy  Living  "  and  the  "  Holy  D3ring  *'  may  be  had 
bound  together  in  One  Vol.  5j. 

A  Practical  Treatise  concerning  Evil  Thoughts. 

By  William  Chilcot,  M.A. 

The  English  Poems  of  George  Herbert.  • 

Together  with  his  Collection  of  Proverbs,   entitled   "Jacula 
Prudentum." 

The  Christian  Year  :   Thoughts  in  Verse  for 

the  Sundays  and  Holy  Days  throughout  the  Year. 

Cheap  Edition^  without  the  Red  Borders. 

Thomas  ct  Kempis,  Of  the  Imitation  of  Christ. 

Limp  clotkj  IS.;  or  in  cover ^  6d. 

Bishop  Wilsons  Holy  Communion. 

Large  type.  Limp  cloth^  is.;  or  in  cover ^  6d. 

Jeremy  Taylors  Holy  Living.  Limp  cloth,  \s. 
Jeremy  Taylor's  Holy  Dying.  Limp  cloth,  \s. 
Holy  Living  and  Holy  Dying,   in  One  Voi,  2j.  6</. 

The  Christian   Year.     Limp  doth,  u.,  or  in  cover,  6d. 
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